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PEEFACE. 


The first two paragraphs of this work briefly explain the 
reasons which seemed to justify its publication. In the search 
for original documents which the task I had proposed to my- 
self involved, a. great quantity of material was collected, 
consisting of original despatches, letters, notes, and diaries of 
persons who had either taken part in the events described, or 
had held high ofiice at the time. 

The natural result of examination and selection from so 
great a mass of matter was that, as originally compiled, the 
work was on too large a scale. It had to be done over again 
so as to reduce its dimensions by a half. Though, in this 
process, much that was interesting to myself and to some 
of my friends has disappeared, I do not doubt that the book 
has gained substantially. 

The confidence and kindness with which records of great 
importance were placed at my disposal deserve grateful ac- 
knowledgment ; as also do the personal interest and trouble 
taken by many correspondents in answering references. 

The letters, &c., are as far as possible transcribed as they 
were written, though occasionally the retention of expressions 
ambiguous or inelegant has resulted. Major Broadfoot often 
wrote important letters under great pressure, and the supply 
of some verbal corrections or interpolations for the sake of 
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lucidity seemed absolutely necessary ; but these are few and 
for the most part indicated by brackets. Where there are 
omissions, that which is left out is either irrelevant, or 
likely to hurt the feelings of some survivor of the events, or 
of his descendants and friends. But in a work of this kind, 
where current errors have to be corrected, it is perhaps im- 
possible entirely to avoid the pubhcation of remarks which 
may be displeasing to some. Serious and sincere endeavour 
has been made to avoid this where no material injury to truth 
seemed to be involved ; and if this endeavour has not been 
always successful, I must ask my reader for kindly construc- 
tion. 

Transliteration of Indian names is a vexed and troublesome 
business. In quotations the forms used in the originals have 
as far as possible been preserved. In the rest of the text 
names are spelt according to the ofdcial system as exhibited 
in Hunter's 'Imperial Gazetteer of India,' only after the first 
appearance of a name I have dispensed with the repetition of 
diacritical marks. 

As regards the frequent recurrence of the term ' political ’ 
in an Anglo-Indian sense, it may be as well to recall a few 
words of Macaulay : ' The only branch of politics about which 
they [the English functionaries at Fort William] much busied 
themselves was negotiation with the native princes. . . . We 
may remark that the phraseology of the Company’s servants 
still bears the traces of this state of things. To this day they 
always use the word "political ” as synonymous with " diplo- 
matic." ’ 

It will be observed that George Broadfoot’s private life is 
scarcely noticed; nor would the case have been materially 
different had the work been issued on the larger scale origin- 
ally contemplated. In fact I know little of it, nor do the 
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papers in my possession throw much light on the SiUbject. 
But it is only fair to say that in the documents quoted not a 
single sentence has been suppressed with the view of conceal- 
ing defects in his character or conduct. 

The indulgence of the reader for many faults in the com- 
position of this book is solicited. I have tried to be accurate 
and to avoid offence, but am well aware that success is diffi- 
cult, and perhaps not possible. 

Special acknowledgment is due to the following persons 
for a great variety of assistance : — 

To Col. Henry Yule, C.B., E.E., for help and advice which 
no words of mine can adequately describe. From its com- 
mencement he has taken the kindest interest in this book; he 
has read the manuscript of the work as originally compiled, 
and the proofs in its present condensed form. This was done 
by a man much occupied and in indifferent health ; and here 
I beg to record my sincere gratitude for and recognition of 
the inestimable advantage of the corrections suggested by his 
reading and experience. 

He has placed publisher and editor under further obliga- 
tion by presenting the autotype frontispiece as a friendly 
contribution to the book from one who, after more than forty 
years, keeps a grateful and admiring remembrance of its 
subject. The sketch is mainly a recollection,^ but has re- 
ceived some aid from imperfect materials representing 
Broadfoot in his younger days. 

To Viscount Hardinge, for much information about Major 
Broadfoot ; for many original letters and despatches connected 
with the Punjab ; and for reading part of the manuscript and 
adding remarks which have a special value from one who was 

‘ Viz. of Major Broadfoot, as lie rode into KarnAl, in January 1843, accom- 
panying Lord Ellenborough from the Camp at Firozpur. * 
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private secretary to the Governor-General in 1844, and through- 
out the first Sikh war. 

To Lord Colchester, for permission to see and use a great 
number of letters and despatches among the late Lord EUen- 
borough’s papers, including some written by Major Broadfoot. 
The information thus acquired has been of great value. 

To Mr. E. N. Gust, for a memorandum on the events of 
the last year of Major Broadfoot’s life, during which he was 
that officer’s personal and confidential assistant. Also for the 
use of books, and for much general assistance and encourage- 
ment very kindly afforded- 

To Gen, S. A. Abbott, for a memorandum describing events 
before and after the outbreak of the first Sikh war, including 
the battle of Firozshah ; and for many other minor but most 
valuable aids. 

To Mrs. Colin Mackenzie, for letters, books, and documents 
relating to Afghanistan, to her distinguished husband, and to 
George Broadfoot. 

To Mrs. Jackson, for various letters and documents. 

To Mr. E. B. Backhouse, son of the late Col. Julius B. 
Backhouse, C.B., Bengal Artillery, for his father’s diary, kept 
during the first Afghan war. It contains matter ^ curious and 
surprising.’ 

To Mr. H. W. Lawrence, for letters, papers, and journals 
of his father, the late Sir Henry Lawrence, for letters to G. 
Broadfoot, &c. 

To Sir Lionel and Lady Smith-Gordon, for original letters 
by Eldred Pottinger. 

To General Sir Fred. P. Haines, K.C.B., G.C.S.L, &c., 
for information respecting the early part of the first Sikh 
war. 

To the late Sir Eobert Montgomery, K.C.B., G-C.S.I. ; 
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Sir Henry Eawlinson, K.C.B. ; Sir Owen Burne, K.C.S.I., 
the late Mr. C. C. Prinsep; Mr. F. C: Danvers; Mr. 
C. Grey; Dr. Eost, C.I.E. ; Mr. Wade ; and others connected 
with the India Office, for a great variety of assistance mo 
courteously given. And to their names I must add those 
P. M. Lord Napier of Magdala ; Lady Edwardes ; Sir Alexander 
Cunningham, K.C.I.E., andhisnephew, Mr. W. A. Cunningham ; 
Sir J. Campbell Brown, M.D., K.C.B. ; Gen. G. B. Tremen- 
heere, E.E.; General Maclagan, E.E.; Lieut. -Gen. Sir Andrew 
Clarke, G.C.M.G., C.B., C.I.E., E.E.; Mr. T. H. Thornton, 
C.S.L, D.C.L.; Major-Gen. E. Young, E.E. ; Colonel Sir 
James Browne, K.C.S.I., E.E. ; Mr. Boyd Einncar ; and last, 
but not least, Mr. John Murray and his partners ; from whom 
I have received advice and information of much value. 

Great numbers of letters and despatches were copied by 
Mrs. Broadfoot, a work spread over several years, and some 
by Mrs. Wood, to both of whom acknowledgment for assistance 
is due. In addition, Mrs. Broadfoot carefully examined both 
manuscript and proofs. 

The names of the books chiefly consulted will be found in 
the following note. 

W. BEOADFOOT, 
Major, B.E. 

Laijbeb, N.B. : Seijt. 1, 1888. 
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SEE VICES 


OF 

MAJOR GEORGE BROADEOOT, C.B. 


CHAPTER I. 

1807-41, 

Introductory— Early years of Georfje Broadfoot— Appointed to the Madras 
Army — Selected for service in Afghanistan — Chief events which preceded 
invasion — The Indus bridged at Sukkur — Kabul occupied — Subsequent 
Disturbances — Parwan Pass, death of Lieut. J. S. Broadfoot — Broadfoot’a 
Sappers— Convoy of Shah Zamdn and the ladies of the Harem to Kabul 
— Confusion and incapacity prevalent there. 

The letters and journals of the late Major George Broadfoot, 
C.B., contain much of the secret or unwritten history of some 
of the moat important and interesting events connected with 
our Indian Empire in its relations with Afghanistan during 
the first Afghan war, and with the Punjab prior to and at 
the beginning of the first Sikh war. 

Careful study of these records appeared to establish their 
importance. The power and talent evident in many of the 
papers ; the noble sentiments expressed in some of them* 
written Avhen calamity was avenging the errors of a vicious 
system, and despondency had settled deep in the hearts of 
brave men ; and last, but not least, the errors, the existence 
of which they indicate, in the accepted histories of that time, 
seemed to warrant their collection and publication. 

^ The subjects referred to are the first Afghan war, 1838-42 ; 
the administration of the Tenasserhn Provinces, 1843-44 ; and 
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the cor^duct of the policy with the Punjab, 1844-45, when the 
Sikhs invaded British India and war was declared. 

George Broadfoot was the eldest surviving son of the 
Eev. William Broadfoot. He was born at Kirkwall, in the 
Orkney Islands, in 1807. In 1817 Mr. Broadfoot left Kirkwall 
and settled in London. He had no tie to the former place ; 
his family, he used to say, came from the neighbourhood of 
Bradford, in Yorkshire, and a branch of them lived in Gallo- 
way and in the south of Lanarkshire.^ The change to London 
was welcome to Mr. Broadfoot, and of advantage to his sons 
in the matter of education. George was sent to various day 
schools and was taught privately ; his brothers were educated 
at Westminster. As two of them are mentioned in letters 
hereafter quoted, they may now be briefly introduced. William, 
born in 1810, went to India at the age of fifteen, and was 
appointed Ensign in the 1st European Eegiment, now the 
1st Battalion Eoyal Munster Fusiliers. James Sutherland, 
the youngest of the family, was born in 1816. He was 
appointed in 1835, from Addiscombe, to the Bengal Engineers. 

At an early age George seems to have given promise of the 
ability and resolution for which he was afterwards distin- 
guished. One of his masters, Mr. Hunt, spoke of him in these 
terms : ‘ Mr. Broadfoot, you are indeed happy in your son : 
his talents are of the highest order, and he has a spirit which 
no difficulty can impede. There is no difficulty to him. Set 
but a noble end in view, away he goes, straight to the mark, 
clearing every obstacle, distancing every competitor.’ In 
character he was ardent, fearless, and impetuous ; the head 
of his class, and the leader of his companions in their games 
out of school. 

In 1825 he obtained a cadetship in the E.L Company’s 
service and sailed for Madras. On arrival he was posted to 
the 34th M.N.I. It is unnecessary to dwell long on the period 
during which he served with his regiment ,* he used the time 
well, acquired knowledge of the detail of regimental duty, and 
the reputation of being a good regimental officer and an escep- 
tionally good linguist. Two intimate friends of those early 

* Sir Hew or Hugo de Bradfute, married Sir William Wallace, the 
of Lamington, was the head of this Scottish hero ; their daughter married 
branch ; his only daughter, Marion, CJapt. Baillie. 
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days may here be mentioned : Colin Mackenzie,^ who h§jd been 
a fellow-passenger to India ; and Dr. Malcolmson, surgeon of 
the regiment, to whom in after years he wrote many interest- 
ing letters from Afghanistan. 

After seven years’ service Broadfoot returned to England, 
and was absent from India for the unusually long period of 
five years. Whilst on leave he continued to study his pro- 
fession ; he travelled in France, Germany, and Italy, made 
himself acquainted with their history and forms of govern- 
ment, and to some extent acquired their languages. During 
the last year of his leave he was appointed Orderly Officer at 
Addiscombe College. There he studied fortification and other 
branches of military education, then considered unnecessary 
for an infantry officer. When remonstrated with for over- 
working, and told that his health would suffer, and that ho 
knew his own work well enough, he replied .* ‘ Well enough to 
be food for powder, or to lead a company properly into action ; 
but to command an army, to have the lives of other men de- 
pendent on you, is another sort of affair and requires a different 
preparation. In India, when an omorgency arises — and sooner 
or later it will arise — the men fit to moot it will bo found out 
and brought to the front. When work has to bo done, the 
fittest man will get it to do. No man can say what the work 
may be : to raise, organise, and command an army ; to arrange 
a question of diplomacy ; or to direct or assist in tho civil 
administration of a province. Honco the importance of being 
prepared.’ 

It is strange to think that within tho brief space of six 
years he was called upon to raise and command a regiment 
of sappers ; to fortify Jalalabad as garrison engineer ; to 
reform the civil administration of the Tenaeserim Provinces ; 
and to conduct the diplomatic relations between tho Govern- 
ment of India and the Punjab. 

On his return to India in February 1838 he was appointed 
to the Commissariat Department of the Madras Army, under 
Col. Cullen.® 

® A distinguishod soldior and ono * Major -Oon. William Oullon, 
of the prisoners in Afghanistan. His Madras Artillery, was an officer of 
life has lately been written by Mrs. groat talent and an ardent reformer. 
Maekeniaie, under the title Ho was educated at Woolwich, ap- 

Sumh%m of a Soldier's lA/c^ pointed in 1B03 to the Artillery, and 
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Bro'adfoot soon discovered much that required reorganisa- 
tion and reform. Supported by his chief, but opposed by 
almost all the rest of the department, he carried his point. 
His report was considered to have been able and exhaustive, 
and his services on this occasion were brought prominently 
to the notice of Lord Auckland, then Governor-GeneraL 
Col. Cullen submitted the report to Lord Elphinstone, 
Governor of Madras, who wrote as follows : 


August 24, 1840. 

I have been much interested by Capt. Broadfoot’s memoranda 
on the Tenasserim Provinces. 

He is certainly a very able officer, and a great loss to us. I 
shall write to him to say that if he does not find Afghanistan quite 
so agreeable as he expected, that he must let me hear from him, 
and that if I can further his views I shall have much pleasure in 
BO doing ; but I fear (for us) that they will not let him come back, 
and perhaps his abilities will be more usefully employed in that 
quarter than they would in a more peaceful sphere. 

I shall certainly request Sir S. Whittingham’s ^ early attention 
to the subject of our force at Maulmein, and I shall particularly 
point out to him the suggestions of Capt. Broadfoot. The evils of 
the present system are so clearly demonstrated by him, and might 
prove of such incalculahle injury to the Service, both in the moat 
extended sense of the word, and in particular to the Madras Army, 
that I hope we shall be able to induce the Supreme Government to 
apply a remedy. 

From some expressions of Capt. Broadfoot, I am led to believe 
that his report, and the very interesting appendix, have been 
already submitted in some shape or other by him to the Supreme 
Government. Can you inform me if this is the case ? If not, I should 
be very much inclined to lay them before the Governor- General, 

Believe me &c. 

EnrHINSTONE. 

Before this letter was written the war in Afghanistan had 
commenced. William and James Broadfoot had already dis- 
tinguished themselves ; it was natural, therefore, that George 

after holding many offices was made return to England, and died in 1802, 
Commissary- General in 1834. In 1840 * Sir Samford Whittingham, Oom- 

he was Beeident at the Court of Tra- mander-in-Chief, Madras, 
vaucore. He retired, but did not • 
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should wish to go there. But the question arose whether 
he was justified in giving up an appointment in which he 
had done well, and going amongst comparative strangers to 
Afghanistan on the pay of his rank. After careful considera- 
tion, Lord Elphinstone, Col. Cullen, and Dr. Malcolmson 
approved of his going ; nearly everybody else who was con- 
sulted, except himself, was against the step. "When he got 
the option he determined to go, though Lord Auckland very 
kindly pointed out the dilficiilties in his way, which were such, 
he thought, as to hold out the prospect of a hard struggle for 
several years. 

Before describing Broadfoot’s somewhat exciting journey 
to Kabul, it is desirable to recount brieily the main incidents 
which preceded our invasion of Afghanistan. 

In that country, consolidated into an empire in 1747 by 
Shah Ahmad, AbdiUi, Shah Shuja, the legitimate successor 
to his throne, had been defeated and driven away by Dost 
Muhammad Khan, Barakzai. The Shah, after many adven- 
tures, was a refugee in British India, and lianjit Singh, the 
Maharaja of the Punjab, had seized and hold Peshawar. 
British anxiety for the welfare of Afghanistan was first roused 
when there seemed to bo a possibility of invasion by Prance 
and Eussia combined. That danger was romovocl by the 
victories of the Duke of Wellington, but not before missions 
to the Punjab and to Afghanistan had been sent. 

In 1837 British interest was again excited by the news 
that the Persians, instigated by Eussia, had despatched an 
army to besiege Herat, and Lord Auckland sent a mission to 
Dost Muhammad under the conduct of Alexander Burnos. 

That officer, already known as a traveller in Central Asia, 
had many qualifications which justified his selection, but ho 
was so hampered by restrictions as to bo able to make no 
substantial promises of aid to the Amir, whilst ho was in- 
structed to demand much from him. The Amir very naturally 
turned from him to Vicovich, the Eiissian Agent ; Burnes’s 
mission w'as withdrawn, and the Government of India took 
immediate steps to dethrone Dost Muhammad and place Shah 
Shuja on the Kabul throne. 

What is known as the Tripartite Treaty was negotiated 
between the Government of India, Eanjit Singh, and Shah 
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Shuja, ^whereby the first and second parties contracted to 
assist the third to re-establish himself on his throne. 

A large force was assembled at Karn£, and on October 1, 
1838, Lord Auckland issued his manifesto, in which Durand 
has said ^ ^the words ^'justice and ^'necessity” . . . were 
applied in a manner for which there is fortunately no prece- 
dent in the English language,’ and of which Sir H, Edwardes 
remarked,^ that ' the views and conduct of Dost Muhammad 
Khan were misrepresented with a hardihood which a Kussian 
statesman might have envied.’ Sir H. Fane, Commander-in- 
Chief in India, was to have led the British troops ; but shortly 
before their departure news was received that the siege of 
Herat had been raised, and that the Persian troops with their 
accompanying Eussian officers had retired. Though this 
movement was determined by British action in the Persian 
Gulf, yet no notice of the siege, however brief, can be made 
without acknowledging that the honour of the defence is due 
to Lieut. Eldred Pottinger, of the Bengal Artillery, who appears 
to have been in the city in an unofficial capacity disguised as 
a horse merchant. Consequent on this event the strength of 
the British army was reduced, and its command devolved on 
Sir John Keane. Sir W, Macnaghten was appointed Envoy 
and Minister, to the disappointment of Captains Burnes and 
Wade. The mischievous device of separating the supreme 
military from the diplomatic conduct of the campaign having 
been accepted, it was thought necessary to associate with the 
General a person of higher relative rank than that of Captain. 
The arrangement had practically the effect of subordinating 
a General commanding an army in the field to civil authority 
which accompanied him wherever he went. No more perfect 
contrivance to insure disaster could have been imagined. 

The Shah with his own force accompanied the British 
army. Space cannot be afforded to follow minutely the 
movements of the troops from Firozpur to Eohri, and thence 
across the Indus at Sukkur to Kandahar, Ghazni, and Kabul ; 
but certain incidents which have been overlooked in some of 
the accounts of the march, or about which information from 
fresh sources has been collected, will be described. 

® FUst Afghan War, p. 81. 

® Life of Sir H. Lawrence, vol. i. p. 233. 
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Amongst these, one of the most serious difficulties, success- 
fully surmounted, was to bridge the Indus and to pass the 
army with its stores and baggage across. 

No one who has seen that river can doubt the magnitude 
of the task, even if every appliance which science could sug- 
gest had been at hand. But on this occasion, as on many 
others, the engineer was confronted with the obstacle, and 
left to overcome it with such means as nature had provided. 

The Engineer officers with the force were Capt. Thomson, 
Chief Engineer ; Capt. Sanders ; Lieuts. Anderson, Durand, 
Sturt, McLeod, Pigou, and James S. Broadfoot. In a letter 
dated Shikarpur, February 9, 1839, the last-mentioned officer 
wrote : 

The Engineers went on ahead to Bukkur, an island in the Indus 
twenty miles from here. We were on tJie bank of a river, 1,1 00 yards 
wide, with a torrent like a mill stream ; wo had eight boats, and 
there was nothing near us but a small village; here wo had to make 
a bridge over the river. First we seized, by great exertion, about 
120 boats, then cut down lots of trees ; these wo made into strong 
beams and planks ; there was no rope, but wo made 500 cables out 
of a peculiar kind of grass which grows 100 miles from hero ; the 
anchors were made of small trees joined and loaded with half a 
ton of stone. Our nails wore all made on the spot. We then 
anchored the boats in the middle of the stream, in a line across, 
leaving twelve feet between eacli ; strong beams wore laid across 
the boats, and planks nailed on these for a roadway. This is the 
largest military bridge which has ever been made ; and as wo had 
no towns like English ones to give us workmen and stores for the 
asking, you may conceive what labour we had in finishing it in 
eleven days. 

Capt. Backhouse, of the Bengal Artillery, an able officer 
and intelligent observer, remarked: 'The Engineers give 
themselves, and with great justice, no little credit for their 
job : since they have hero made themselves almost every 
article in use, with the exception of the boats.' He has fur- 
ther recorded with natural indignation an arrangement, for 
•which a Brigadier-General was responsible, whereby his guns 


’ At the island of Bukkur Ibore 600 and 367 yards wide respeotivuly. 

are two channels said to have been {Fvr&t Afghan War^ p. 122.) 
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were on one side of the river and their ammunition on the 
other ! 

After a narrow escape from starvation the army reached 
Kandahar, where the General committed the extraordinary 
error of leaving behind him four 18-pounder guns, the only 
ones with his force suitable for breaching purposes. When 
Ghazni was reached the want of these guns became apparent, 
and the position of the British force was critical in the ex- 
treme. Before it lay the fort of Ghazni, strong in itself and 
strongly garrisoned. On either flank, at a distance of twelve 
to fifteen miles, there were two forces of the enemy under 
Ghilzi chiefs, waiting to take advantage of any check which 
might occur. And, most serious of all, supplies were nearly 
exhausted. Here the army was indebted for its safety, and 
the General for his rewards and peerage, to the resource of 
the Engineer, Capt. G. Thomson. 

He suggested two alternatives — to blow open a gate and 
immediately assault, an operation the success of which must 
always be doubtful and attended with heavy loss ; or to mask 
the fort with a small force, and advance with the rest of the 
army to attack Dost Muhammad in the direction of KabuL 
The latter alternative had to be abandoned for want of -sup- 
plies, and the former was, as is well known, successfully 
carried out. 

The result of the capture was decisive. Dost Muhammad 
could not persuade his army to face the British, so great was 
the impression caused by the capture of Ghazni, and the road 
to Kabul was clear. That city was occupied without further 
opposition, and on August 7, 1839, Shah Shuja was seated on 
the throne. 

The army of occupation was reduced in numbers, part of 
it having been sent back to India. What remained, instead 
of being concentrated in one or two important places, was 
scattered in small bodies over a vast extent of country. Our 
administration, though nominally that of Shah Shuja, was 
unpopular, and disturbances arose in various directions. The 
rising among the Ghilzis may be here mentioned, as James 
Broadfoot accompanied the force sent under Capt. Outram to 
restore order. He surveyed a great deal of the Ghilzi country, 
and after the expedition was over accompanied, in disguise, a 
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caravan of Lohani merchanta from Ghazni to Dera Ismail 
Khan hy the Gomal route. His reports ® on the journeys and 
tribes received high commendation from Lord Auckland; and 
up to the present time (1888) they form the principal basis of 
our information regarding that part of Afghanistan and its 
inhabitants. 

William Broadfoot was on detachment duty at Bfimian, 
Saighan, and Bajgah, the latter being tlie farthest point in 
the direction of the Oxus ever occupied hy our troops. He 
made a road from Bamian across many passes, including the 
Palu and Dandan Shikan (‘ tooth-l)rcaking ’), which was then 
intended to be a commercial route from Kabul to Khulum. 

He was also at this time (18-10) dosired to raise a corps of 
Hazara pioneers, and succeeded in enlisting some men. Those 
formed the nucleus of the corps which was afterwards com- 
manded by Capt. George Broadfoot, and known as ‘ Broadfoot’s 
Sappers.’ 

Dost Muhammad, after wandering as far as Bokhara and 
suffering many vicissitudes of fortune, having got together 
some followers, raised his standard at Khulum. He was de- 
feated in an endeavour to penetrate towards Bamian, and 
made his way into what is known as the Kohistan of Kabul. 
Sir Eobert Sale with a small force was sent to intercept him 
if possible, and prevent his return beyond the Hindu Kush. 
Sale sent on the cavalry to prcjvent Dost Muhammad escaping by 
the Parwdn Pass, and the latter, seeing his retreat threatened, 
determined, with a small body of sixty or eighty Afghans, to 
cut his way through. Capt. Fraser, who commanded the two 
squadrons of the 2nd Bengal Cavalry, ordered them to charge, 
but the men wavered and lied in spite of the most earnest ex- 
hortations of their officers. What happened cannot bo known 
with absolute accuracy. The officers of the cavalry, accom- 
panied by Dr. Lord and James Broadfoot, but deserted by their 
men, charged the Afghans who were advancing under Dost 
Muhammad. Of six officers who thus charged, three — Dr. 
Lord, Lieut. J. 8. Broadfoot, and Comet Crispin — were killed ; 
and two — Captains P’raSer and Ponsonby — were desperately 
wounded.® James Broadfoot was badly mounted ; he was 

« Sea Supplementary Papera, B. G. * Oornot Moffat appears to have 

S., vol. i. part iii. 188 S. escaped unhurt. 
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seen try.ing to prevent the flight of the cavalry, and it was 
believed for some time that he was killed by our own men. 

This does not appear to have been the case, for afterwards 
an Afghan, Jan Fishan Khan,^ who was present, reported that 
when our cavalry fled, he saw Capt. Fraser in front and 
James Broadfoot on the flank. When Fraser was wounded, 
he saw James cut his way through the Afghans to a great 
distance, when all at once the engineer cap, by which he had 
hitherto kept him in view, disappeared in the midst of a group 
of Afghans, and, said Jan Fishan, ‘having no more hope, I, 
too, turned and rode away.’ 

This happened on November 2, 1840; next day Dost 
Muhammad rode in to Kabul with one companion and gave 
himself up to the Envoy. Macnaghten returned his sword 
to the Amir, and made suitable arrangements for the custody 
of so brave and important a prisoner. 

Yet this event did not help to tranquillise the country. 

The Shah was discontented because he possessed the 
shadow only of power, the substance being in the hands of 
the Envoy. The English Government were dissatisfied, because 
they thought the administration in Afghanistan not altogether 
prudent ; and they presented to Lord Auckland the alterna- 
tives of either maintaining our position in sufficient force and 
at whatever sacrifice might be entailed, or of abandoning the 
country and confessing failure. 

The choice of either alternative was evaded by the Govern- 
ment of India on the plea that the circumstances of the case 
were altered by the surrender of Dost Muhammad. 

Occupation of the country was continued with a diminished 
army. The immediate result was an apparent increase in 
hostility on the part of the people in more than one locality. 
Such was the state of affairs when Capt. George Broadfoot 
was appointed to Shah Shuja’s force ; he was ordered to raise 


^ Jan Fishan (‘devoted’ or ‘life- 
sacrificing ’) was the title given to 
Saiyid Muhammad Khan, Chief of 
Paghmdn, on account of his gallantry. 
His wife appears to have deserved the 
title as well as Jan Fishan himself. 
Hady Sale has recorded that when the 


insurrection broke out in Kabul, Jan 
Fishan urged his wife to fly for safety 
to Paghman ; but she replied : ‘ I will 
not leave you ; if you fall, we die to- 
gether ; if you are victorious, we will 
rejoice together.’ Jan Fishan said this 
answer was worth a lakh of rupees. 
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a regiment of sappers, and proceeded to Delhi and wwards 
the N.W. Frontier for that purpose. ' 

He was accompanied by Colin Mackenzie, to whose sister- 
in-law, Mrs. Bayley, he wrote the following letter descriptive 
of the journey : 

Delhi : October 10, 1840. 

My dear Mrs. Bayley, — I had the great pleasure of receiving your 
letter of September 7, with its iuclosure for Colin, just as we were 
leaving Agra, and fully intended to have answered it immediately 
on our arrival here, but I found it necessary the very hrst day, to 
move into my tents at the lines of the Sappers, away both from 
city and cantonments, and over since I have been, from sunrise 
till dark, literally surrounded by a mob. At length, however, 
affairs are getting en train to a certain extent, and from them to 
you I turn with something of the feelings of the weary knight of 
old passing from a wilderness, and seeing before him a fair garden 
and the bower of some beauty without peer. Being, however, but 
a modern preux chevalier, I must be allowed to commence my 
address to the fair ladye with a scolding, most uiikiiightly and yet 
well deserved, for your letter to mo is little less than an apology for 
writing at all ; or, as you are pleased to term it, troubling mo. 
Now, it is clear you take mo for a downright monster, a Caliban, 
and under this afliicting belief I shall continue till you toll mo the 
contrary under your own hand, and prove it by a letter containing 
more than an aj)ology, however prettily writtetn 

Colin and I have not lived togethor licro, so I do not know 
whether you have found him a punctual correspondent or not. But 
he has, no doubt, told you how wo left, or rather sent on, our servants 
and baggage from Allyghur, and went ourselves by Agra ; how we 
were delighted with the Taj, the Moti Musjid, and all the other 
beauties there ; how wo wont round by Futtehpore Sikri, Bhurt- 
pore, Deeg, and Gobardhun to Muttra ; how we hunted as we 
went, and how the cheotas were more successful than Colin and his 
friend ; how Colin lost himself in a jungle, and was hunted for with 
elephants and torches; how we were objects of great curiosity 
throughout, for I had been recognised as having served three years 
with the native chiefs in Afghanistan and Turkistan before our 
armies wont there ; how I had been a prisoner in Oandahar (or 
some other city) and professed Islam ; how it was useless to deny 
it, as I had been recognised in Futtehpore and Bhurtpore by some 
who remember me a Musalman ! How Colin (with indignation 
he heard it) was, if not my sow, a mry young warrior setting 
out under my auspices; how the English up there, being m 
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desesjpoifj Government were sending every one up who knew those 
countries. 

At Muttra we passed part of a day with Col. Pattle, and a few 
hours at Allyghur with Mr. and Mrs. Neave. On arriving here we 
found Mr. Metcalfe had left, and I fear [we] deprived Mrs. Metcalfe 
of her night’s rest by taking possession of the house after she had 
retired for the night. Next day we moved ; Colin, from his nice 
sense of decorum, to the house of a namesake and kinsman of the 
64th Eegiment ; I, from necessity, to the tent from which I write. 
Of the lions of Delhi, I can say nothing, having seen none of them, 
nor paid a single visit, but official ones. But Colin saw them all, 
and two days ago went oh* dawk to Loodhiana, and is doubtless 
now adorning the harem of our master the Shah. He rode out to 
Soneput, and had two falls, without serious mjury to himself, but 
with much to his horse. He was foolish enough to gallop over 
unknown gromrd by moonlight, which, though beautiful, is as 
deceitful as other beauties are said to be by poets. He is very much 
better than when I wrote, but still far from well. It is a very 
great matter for him to have escaped the journey to Goruckpore. I 
am sure it would have killed him ; even without it I was at one 
time very apprehensive about him. I hope very shortly to set out 
for Loodhiana, where I shall rejoin him. 

I have begun a letter to Bayley, which I shall finish to-day or 
to-morrow. In the mean time give him and all your circle my very 
best regards, and believe me, my dear Mrs. Bayley, 

Most sincerely yours, 

G. Beoadfoot. 

I shall look with impatience for an answer to this. 

Capt. Broadfoot succeeded in recruiting the number of 
Hindustanis and Gurkhas he required, and these with the 
Hazaras, raised near Bamian by William Broadfoot, formed 
the Shah’s regiment of sappers. At first, when offered the 
command hy Lord Auckland, he declined on the score of being 
unwilling to supersede his own brother. His Lordship, how- 
ever, took no notice of the refusal, and after some time sent 
him orders about details which concerned the regiment to the 
command of which he had been appointed. 

Further objection was, of course, impossible. It was also 
ascertained that, prior to the arrangement here described, 
Lord Auckland had decided, in ignorance of W. Broadfoot’s 
claims to the command, to appoint him second in command, a 
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position which he considerod siiitahlo to his subaltern rank. 
His Lordship, with kind intentions, tlioiiglit that it would bo 
more agreeable to William Broadfoot to be superseded by his 
brother than by some stranger, and hence his refusal to con- 
sent to George’s resignation. As a inaltor of fact the super- 
session never took place, for William Broadfoot rccoiv(ul a 
political appointment under Sir Alexander Bunics, and George 
remained commander of the regiment. No men in it wore 
more devoted to their leader than those raised by AVilliani in 
Haziara. 

The regiment is thus referred to by Marshman in the Life 
of Havelock ; ^ 

They were instructed in all the duties of cntroncliing and siege 
operations, and were encouraged to become superior liglit troops. 
In their ranks were not only Hindostanees of every province, but 
Ghoorkas, and men from Cabul, Peshawar, Euaufzye, and Hazara. 
Many of the men thus enlisted wore dosporato and iniracfcalile 
characters, but they were soon moulded by the talent of their cliief 
into daring, skilful, and obedient soldiers. Capt. Broadfoot was on 
his side like a father to tlieso men, in attention to their real wants, 
while he exacted from tliem tlie most implicit obculienco to his orders, 
and punialied their faults with a severity which many would have 
deemed ferocious. 

When Capt. Broadfoot was about to start for Kabul, ho 
was desired to take charge of and protect the families and 
attendants of Shahs Shuja and Eaman. This was a most 
complicated and undesirable addition to his cares, consisting 
as it did of the blind Shah Zaman and of some GOO ladies of 
the zenanas with numerous attondants. These, together with 
a large amount of treasure and baggage, ho had to escort 
through the Punjab, then in a very disturbed state, with its 
troops for the most part in open mxxtiny. 

It is to bo regretted that want of space makes it tin- 
advisable to print Capt. Broadfoot’s reports of this journey in 
extensoj for they are of great interest and testify to his sound 
judgment, decision of character, and capacity for command. 
The latter quality, indeed, Bc^emod to rise exactly in pro- 
portion to the difficulties and clangers which he was called on 
to face. 


3 Edit. 1B70, p. 87. 
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The Lahore Darbar deputed three officers of position, 
Sardar Sham Singh of Atari, Eai Kesri Singh, and Col. 
Chet Singh, to accompany the convoy and afford assistance. 
They further sent an escort of picked troops from the Sikh 
army ; but these, infected by the spirit of mutiny then abroad, 
were a source of danger rather than of protection. 

Mr. Clerk,® the Political Agent for Punjab affairs, in the end 
of April 1841 expressed anxiety for the safety of the convoy 
consequent on the disaffection prevailing at Peshawar ; he also 
thus described an instance of the mischievous consequences 
of the example of successful mutiny : ‘ A mutiny which lately 
occurred in the Sappers and Goorkhas under Capt. Broadfoot’s 
command assumed the same features which have marked the 
commencement of most of the mutinies of late among the 
Sikh battalions. They turned out armed and demanded two 
months’ pay. They spoke, and were inclined to conduct them- 
selves, most resolutely. But they were met with still greater 
resolution by Capt. Broadfoot and their other European 
officers. The ringleaders were flogged on the spot, and the 
detachment fell in and returned to obedience.’ 

Capt. Mackeson, Political Officer at Peshawar, wrote to 
Broadfoot to inform him of the mutiny there, and of the 
occupation of the road by four mutinous battalions. He 
added that Avitabile^ had reported that they meant to at- 
tack the convoy, and begged that Broadfoot would halt and 
await relief unless Sham Singh would be responsible for his 
safety. 

Broadfoot replied that, having all along foreseen the proba- 
bility of attack, he had taken precautions, and that therefore 


® Now Sir Greorge E. Clerk, G-.C.S.I., 
K.C.B. 

^ Gen. Avitabile, an officer in 
Eanjit Singh’s service, was Governor 
of Peshawar and Tusufzai. His hos- 
pitality to our officers who passed 
through Peshawar was unbounded. 
He is thus described by Sir Herbert 
Edwardes : ‘ With the intrigue and 
cunning of an Asiatic, the broader 
wisdom and self-dependence of a Euro- 
pean, and the remorselessness of one 
who professed to own no God, Avita- 


bile, backed by a powerful Sikh forco, 
was soon master of the valley, and 
to this day is spoken of by the Afghan 
population with the admiration of a 
troop^ of jackals for a tiger. To do 
him justice, though he stuck at no- 
thing that would serve his ends, he 
did much good.’ {Life of Sir B, Lmo- 
rence, vol. i. p. 292.) The Afghans had 
the same respect for George Broadfoot ; 
they called him the ‘black-coated in- 
fidel, who was at Jalalabad as Avita- 
bile was at Peshawar. 
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Avitabile’s declaration supplied no reason for fresh prepara- 
tion or for increased anxiety on his account. 

As to Sham Singh and the other officers being responsible 
for the safety of the convoy, he fairly laughed at the idea. 
He pointed out that, owing to their zeal and good faith, the 
chiefs had incurred grave risk from the Sikh troops, and 
that the knowledge that he (Broadfoot) would protect them 
had hitherto saved them from violence, if not from death. 

He further declined to halt and wait for succour, and said 
he hoped ho was not improi)erly confident in believing that he 
would repulse any attack the Sikhs might make. He was 
aware that the utmost caution was required to avoid disaster, 
but added, ‘ It is, however, safer than standing still, and as 
far as any military operation is certain of successful issue 
I consider this to be so ; for if we do not got on quietly, and 
cannot force the passage, wo shall, I doubt not, hold our 
own till you send us assistance-’ 

He accordingly marched forward, and at last came on the 
mutineers with guns commanding the road, at a place called 
Saidu, beyond Attock, on the Indus. The position was decidedly 
critical — the mutineers from Peshawar, with their guns, in 
front, and his Sikh escort, equally dangerous and ready for 
plunder, in rear. He met the crisis boldly — marduKl the 
convoy and his own men across the river, and broke the 
bridge before the Sikh escort could cross. Thus bo insured 
freedom from attack on the roar, and could concentrate his 
energies on the danger in front. 

The following letters to Col. Cullen and Dr. Malcolmeon 
contain accounts of this intercBting journey : 


Camp, Peshawar : May 21, 1841. 

My dear Colonel, — It has boon for a bug time my intention to 
write to you, but you will believe that to conduct a large convoy, 
with a very feeble escort, across the Punjab at such a period, required 
every moment I could spare to obtain tlie requisite information of 
what was going on amidst the scene of confusion, in order to provide 
for ourselves. I forget whotlior I ever replied to your letter con- 
taining a most flattering notice of me by Lord Elphinstone. I 
think I did ; but if not, may I beg you to express to his Lordship 
my deep sense of his uniform kindness ? Indeed, the indulgent way 
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I was always treated makes me often regret that I could not carry 
my old masters with me into the new world I am now entering. 

I was long detained at Loodhiana and Ferozpoxe by being nomi- 
nated to take charge of the royal families of Cabool on their way 
to their native country. There is the old blind Shah Zeman, a host 
of shahzadas, and a huge number of ladies of all ranks and ages. 
It was a duty I could not well decline, there being no other officer 
of the Shah’s service present, though it was easy to see it was one 
pretty sure to be troublesome and thankless. To complicate matters, 
the Punjab was verging towards anarchy when we started, and 
daily got into greater confusion as we advanced. The mutinous 
troops were moving in all directions towards Lahore, and occasion- 
ally crossed our path. They had already murdered or expelled their 
officers before starting, and were governed by punchayets ^ elected 
by universal suffrage. They were suspicious of our intentions, and 
from the first have been averse to our troops having a passage 
through their territory. We were sometimes in danger of collision 
with them, but by one way or other got clear through till we had 
crossed the Attock. Then four battalions in a state of mutiny and 
six guns were before us, encamped so as to command the only 
road we could go by. Every effort was made to make them move, 
but in vain. They said if we proceeded at all we must go by that 
road, they being under arms and standing to their guns. Letters 
from the Court, orders from Gen. Avitabile, and the entreaties and 
menaces of the Vakeels with me were ineffectual to get them to 
go one march off the road. The report was through the country 
that they intended to plunder the kafila, and Gen. Avitabile de- 
clared to the Political Agent here, he could not answer for their 
intentions towards us. So the Political Agent sent for a brigade of 
our troops. I went to the mutinous camp, or at least to within 800 
yards or so, and had an interview with them. The hostility of their 
proceeding was pointed out, but in vain. At length they formally 
declared the brigade, or 50,000 men, might come, they also wore 
soldiers and would fight. They said we might consider them enemies 
or friends as we pleased ; they were ready for us. We parted with 
a formal declaration that, having refused to abandon their menacing 
position, even for a few hours, and it being impossible for us to 
advance, but by putting the kafila in their power, that they must 
be looked on as enemies of the three Governments.® The chief of 
the Lahore Vakeels was with me and shared in all this. 

® Panchdyat, a committee of five committee, 
members, one of whom is president ® British India, Punjab, and Shah 
and has a casting vote ; afterwards Shuja’s Government, 
used to designate any representative 
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They were warned no longer to venture near our eamp, or even 
to approach the hills where wo were, or try to enter the pass leading 
to Attoek, They despised us too much to heed the warning, and a 
gang of the punchayet went to our camp and stayed beyond the time 
allowed for them to consider. I met them among the hills and 
made them prisoners. This prevented us from being in future 
inundated by them. For two days we tlius remained with al- 
most seven miles between us ; they demanding the prisoners, witli 
menaces of attack ; and wo refusing, though offering to hand them 
over to tlie Sikh Vakeels if they would leave the road, removing some 
of their gnus as an evidence of sincerity. They sovoi'al times got 
under arms, and once even advanced a short distance in our di- 
rection ; but this last time their hearts failed, and they accepted tlie 
terms just before rejected, went back to their camp in huiSte, and 
crossed a gun to the other side of the river; dreading, no doubt, tlie 
approach of the brigade, and feoliug they had not power even to 
force our position. I released the prisoners, and the mutiiieoas 
began to loiter in crossing, so that I could not march that day ; 
but in the night, moved, it is said, by a report of our brigade approach- 
ing, most of them bolted across the river in great haste, and next 
day we passed on, and are now safe here. 

It was necessary to bo always on the look-oni among tlu'se 
people, and consequently tlie work was heavy for olHcors inid men. 
Poor Orr, who acted a,s our quai'tonmister, has been fairly worked 
into a rafcljer severe fit of illness, but, I am glad to say, is now 
nearly well again. Tie is an active, intelligent, and liigh-spiritod 
young officer. Some more of our uuinber are ailing. The ofBcors 
are all from Madras, and arc very fine young mom My own health 
stood well till these last few days, in fact till the vwrh was pretty 
well over. The position I was in was one of extreme delicacy; 
there was seldom time to deliborato, and scarcely a meaHurc could 
be adopted, or a word said or written, without incurring the censure 
of one party or another. Some blame mo as rash in not calling for 
assistance, and in making the punchayot prisoners ; and obstinate 
in not surrendering thorn when menaced with an attack. Others 
again swear there was no danger at all, and the Political Agent here 
seems to think he cleared away tlio mutineers by a civil letter, to 
which they returned a civil answer (I suspect Brigadier Shelton ^ is 
the real Simon Pure). Tlxe fear of his brigade did the work, 
However, bore wo are safely through the Punjab without a shot 
being fired; a consummation few expected till it has ocourred* 

’ Shelton’s brigade was to march from Jalalabad to relievo the kafda, if 
necessary. 


c 
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In the mean time, whether I get credit or obloquy, I look back on 
the whole transaction without seeing many errors in the course I 
followed. That, however, is but poor evidence of their not being 
many and great. 

The journey through the Punjab has given me a very high 
opinion of old Eunjeet Singh. Here is this large army utterly 
disorganised, turned into a lawless multitude, going to their homes 
when they please, but generally crowding to the capital. The 
people chiefly Mahomedans, hating the Sikhs, but recently con- 
quered, with the families of their old chiefs among them, yet 
afraid to rebel. Old Eunjeet’ s constant success, or speedy recovery 
from defeat, and the vigour as well as justice of his rule, have pro- 
duced an impression of the stability and resources of his Sirkar,^ 
something like that prevailing in our territories regarding the 
Company. The end, however, is fast approaching, and next cold 
weather will probably see extinguished the last vestige of Indian 
independence. 

Camp near Cabool: July 3, 1811. 

My dear Malcohnson, — As you must be beginning, like all iny 
friends, to think me negligent in not writing, I send this merely to say 
that I am recovering from smallpox, and am still very weak. I was 
seized with it at Peshawur, and it first showed itself oukvardly at 
Jumrood or Futtehgnrh, the frontier post of the Sikhs. There the 
garrison seemed disposed to molest us, or rather, actually seized a 
lot of property and made an attempt at a search of the Begums’ 
palkees.® The excitement cured me for the moment, and I made 
them disgorge by threatening to resort to force, and proceeding to 
preparations. Avitabile, however, sent a soft letter to them (I had 
treated them as thieves), and thinking he and our Political Agent 
funked j they seized cattle next day, and even came (the Killadar,^ 
or rather two of the punchayet dragging him) to my tent with intent 
to be insolent. 

I had again to rouse up ; they got frightened, and gave me 
Avitabile’s letter to read, which I threw in their faces, saying no 
letters could make thieves honest men, and if in ton minutes all 
was not given up I should no longer treat them as soldiers. This 
impudence had the effect, for impudence it was, seeing they had a fort 
with 3 guns, and 1,000 men nominally (probably 700 or 800), and I 
had not 500 firelocks, and no guns ; hut next day, when we were 
safe across the frontier, I sank so much that I did not expect to 
weather the disease ; the reaction of the disputes with these fellows 

» Government. « Palankins. 

’ Officer in charge of the fort. 
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was almost too much for mo, and I came up here in a palkoo. I am 
still weak, and regain strength very slowly. 

Oar late journey was a very iutorosting one in every way. I see 
some notices of it in the jDapers — all lies, or at least many lies and 
many errors. Sir W. Macnaghten has reported of me in terms of 
praise too strong, more than I deserve, llurnos also is on tlie 
same side, but I hear some newspapers are going to assail mo ; why, 
I know not, bat such is the fashion in those parts. If I can find 
time, I mean to draw out a short aceoimfc of the jounioy I intended 
it for Col. Cullen, whose good opinion I desire to retain. I ctiu 
then mention what duty requires me not even in self-dolence to 
mention in a newspaper (not, however, that I am going to answer 
any of the threatened attacks), and this 1 shall send open to you 
that you also may see it. Wo have with thekahla a J)r. Idiomson,^ 
a very excellent young fellow, a chemist, botanist, and geologist, 
the son of the Glasgow Professor of Chemistry, and not a degene- 
rate one. William has been dangerously ill, and still is very ill ; a 
rush of blood tothe head. Only yesterday did he take the tavourahle 
turn, and now the least thing would throw him back. It airoso 
from exposure in riding out several marches to meet mis whem ill, 
the sun here being very hot. Alas! this is dismal work, Tiursing 
him in a room full of all tliat belonged to poor James. Ifo (J.J 
has left the reputation of oxtraordinary talent and extraordinary 
bravery. It is to me quite affecting to hoar the Afghans and others 
speak of him. ' The young Broadfoot that spoke our language,’ 
they call him, and to compare small with groat, the impression loft 
by him on all classes of natives is of tlio same kind (thougli less in 


" Dr. Thomas Thomson was bora 
on DecDmber4, 1817. Ho gave proof 
of unusual talent and observatiou in 
science at the early ago of sovcutcon. 
He joined the medical service o£ the 
E.I.C., arrived in Calcutta in JH40, and 
was appointed Curator of the Museum 
of the Asiatic Society. Ho was soon 
transferred to the medical charge of a 
party under orders fur Afghanistan, and 
ac Dompanie d the convoy under the com- 
mand of Capt. Broadfoot. In 1841 he 
was appointed to the 27th N.I., and, 
with the rest of the officers of that 
regiment, was made prisoner by the 
Afghans on the capitulation of Ghazni. 

In 1846 he served with the army in 
the Sutlej campaign. Two years later 
he was appointed a member of the com- 


misHion to define the boundary botweon 
Kaslimir atid Thibet. TJm other Trmm- 
bers wore Major Cunninglmm, B.IA, 
and Capt, IT. Htraolioy, He took every 
oi)portunity of colhjcting information 
about the flora and physical geography 
of the various countrios bo saw, and 
did much work in after years in con- 
junction with Hir Joseph Hooker, In 
1864 ho was appointed Suporintondent 
of the Botanical Cardens in Caloutta, 
and professor of botany in the Medical 
Collego. Ho retired in 1801, roturnod 
to India for a short time in 1871 with 
the party sent there to observe the 
eclipse, and died in 1B78. He was Ibo 
author of Wantarn IXlmalaya a%d TibH 
(London, 1862). 
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degree) as that left by Elpliinstonej which is altogether extraordinary 
even now. 

Sir W. Macnaghten’s report to the Government of India 
of the arrival of the convoy is as follows ; 

To the Secretary to the Government of India, Secret Department. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Eight 
Hon. the Governor- General in Council, the safe arrival at Cabul of 
his Majesty Shah Shoojah’s family. 

This event has been a source of much gratification to his 
Majesty, and it will, I trust, have a beneficial effect throughout the 
country. To the energy, tact, and judgment displayed by Capi 
Broadfoot, who had the superintendence of the family, must mainly 
be ascribed their having overcome the formidable obstacles opposed 
to their progress, and their having escaped the serious dangers to 
which they were exposed throughout a long and harassing march. 

I introduced Capt. Broadfoot to the Shah yesterday evening, 
and his Majesty was pleased to express to that officer, in the most 
flattering terms, his gratitude for the land, judicious, and con- 
siderate treatment which had been shown to the Eoyal Family, and 
as a mark of his approbation his Majesty conferred a horse, a 
sword, and a dress of honour upon Capt. Broadfoot, which I trust, 
under the very peculiar circumstances of the case, he may be per- 
mitted to retain. I have (fee. 

W. H. Macnauhten, 

Envoy and Minister. 

Broadfoot’ s conduct of the convoy, though highly approved 
by Government, was attacked in certain newspapers, and in 
a subsequently written history of the Sikhs is unfavourably 
criticised. He took no notice of the attacks ,■ but, fearing lest 
some paragraphs might be copied into English newspapers, 
and cause pain or anxiety to his friends, he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Mr. Loch, a director of the E.I.C., in which 
will be found a favourable opinion as to his management 
expressed by Gen., afterwards Sir Harry, Smith, as well as 
some other matters of general interest : 

Oabool : August 4, 1841 

My friend Mr. Thomason,® the Secretary to the Agra Govern- 
ment, lately sent me a note to him from Mr. Eobertson, theLiout.- 

® James Thomason, of the Bengal that distinguished body of public eer- 
Civil Service, an eminent member of vants, was appointed a writer in 1821, 
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Governor, inclosing one from Gen. Sniiili, tho Acljiita] it- General 
of the Queen’s troops, to whom I am altogether unknown. The 
General had just received accounts of the early part of our journey, 
and of the suppression of a mutiny of part of our little force near 
Lahore, and he expressed himself of mo, as a soldier, in terms which, 
though I could hardly feel I deserved [them], yet 1 confess gratihed 
me exceedingly ; for, as Mr. Robertson said in writing to Thomason, 
it was indeed ‘ Laudari a laudato,’ Gen. Smith being reckoned 
one of the first men in the Royal Army. It was ho who finally put 
down the Cafiirs in the late war at the Capo, and, widely as opinions 
differ as to the justice of that war, they were uuauiinons among 
professional men as to the ability and vigour of Goii. (thou Col.) 
Smith’s operations. 

There is much to interest one in this country. I am still too 
superficially acquainted with what is going on to have any posiiivt^ 
opinions, hut I cannot lielp thinking we leave the financial part of 
the business too much out of view. 

One good effect from this occupation of a poor country by tho 
Bengal Army will be, that a scarcliing economy on a largo S(*.alo 
will be forced on tlie Supremo Government. Tlujy will liavo to do 
throughout the system what Col. Cullen, under so many dilli- 


and held a variety of ofTices of tlio 
usual description till IS 10, ’when he 
took leave to England. 

On his return to India in 1H41 ho 
was apiiomted Secretary to the Go- 
vernment N.W.P. ; next year he be- 
came a member of the Sladr (Huddor) 
Board of Eovonuc, and in ISBl ho was 
promoted to tho important position of 
Secretary to the Government of India 
in tho secret, political, logislativo, 
judicial, and revenue departments. 

Mr. B. N. Gust has favoured mo 
with the following remarks: Mamos 
Thonaason was Secretary to the Go- 
vernment of India in tho Foreign De- 
partment under Lord Ellonborough, 
and succeeded Sir George Clerk as 
Lieut.-Governor of the N.W.P., and 
occupied that post ten years, when in 
1853 he was appointed Governor of 
Madras, but ho died at Bareilly before 
he took up the appointment. 

‘ He carried out all Bobert Bird’s 
reforms in the Bovenue Department 


— settlement and colloction. Under 
liis guidance John Ijawrenco, Bolxjrt 
Montgomery, Donald Maelood, John 
Thornton, George Edinonstone, and 
many othtirs learnt tlioir iijsson, and 
iutvodiiucd the same system into tho 
Punjab. Mr. Thoniason started tho 
Ganges Canal in concert with Cautloy. 
He refer uichI and ijuprovud every de- 
imrtment of ■ government, and intro^ 
duced a high tone into tho service.* 
Lord Dalhousio’s osthuate of his 
value may be gathered from tho follow- 
ing extract from tho ordor in which 
his death was announced : * Oonspl- 
ououH ability, devotion to tho publio 
service, and a conscientious discharge 
of every duty, have marked each stop 
of his honourable course ; while his 
surpassing administrative capacity, his 
extended knowledge of affairH,his clear 
judgment, his benevolence of charac- 
ter and suavity of demeanour, have 
adorned and exalted tho high position 
which he was wisely selected to dll* 
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culties, and with such signal success, accomplished in the Madras 
Commissariat. The more I see of the service in different parts of 
India, the more highly do I estimate his services to the State. 

Herat is occupying much attention at present in consetiiience of 
the late news from Persia. Our error was in at first guaranteeing 
its independence. During the siege our succour should have been 
given on condition that, on the death of Kamran, it should revert 
to Oahool as a lapsed appanage ; such terms would then have been 
thought liberal. It is now a great difficulty, for, as Sir J. McNeill 
justly says in one of his printed letters, ‘ the case of lierat involves 
that of all Afghanistan.' 

But this difficulty, and the many others arising from our advance 
beyond the Indus, should be fully looked in the face, their cost 
estimated, and their solution provided for. The greatest caution 
should be used, precipitation would be very dangerous, but delay in 
commencing is equally so ; the present makeshift policy is ruinous 
in its expense, and leaves us at the end of the year nearly where 
we were at the beginning, only poorer. 

Major Todd has just left ; he is about to memorialise your Court, 
and he has certainly a strong case. I know too little to judge 
between him and the Government of India, but the latter seem to 
me to have committed the grievous mistake of punishmg an error 
of judgment as they would a crime. In distant situations much 
discretion is necessarily left to the local authorities, and in critical 
circumstances the necessary self-possession and nice balance of 
judgment are hardly to be looked for where the fear of ruin for 
life is felt, if the opinion formed does not coincide with that of a 
superior a thousand miles off. It is to he regretted, therefore, that 
the Government did not transfer Major Todd, if his judgment 
proved unequal to his situation, to a post where he would be more 
a mere executive officer. That such precipitation should have been 
suffered by so just and temperate a man as Lord Auckland, is 
another proof of how essential to the welfare and good government 
of India is a body such as the Court of Directors. It will bo long 
before India can be safely committed to a minister ; a changing, 
party-riven House of Commons is no check, or rather would pervert 
a well-intentioned minister. 

Affairs at Kabul at the end of September 1841 were in 
miserable confusion, Gen, Elx^hinstone was in a pitiable 
state of health, absolutely unfit for duty. Sir W. Macnaghten, 
already appointed Governor of Bombay, was anxious to go, 
but unwilling to leave whilst existing disturbances made it 
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impossible that he could say he handed over to his successor 
a pacified country. The delay about this, and the apparent 
increase rather than decrease of disaffection, seem to have in- 
duced a state of nervous irritation (by no means sootlied l)y 
orders for retrenchment from India), which was fatal to the 
harmony essential to good government. 

Sir Alexander Burnes was anxious for the Envoy’s de- 
parture, and thought he would easily quell the disturbances 
which had arisen, and reign in his stead. 

The following description of the efforts made by Broadfoot 
to obtain some strictly necessary information and instructions, 
respecting an expedition on which he had been ordered, affords 
a sad picture of irritable incapacity and feebleness : 

On October 7, 1841, 1 received a note from l^rigadier Anqnetil, 
desiring me to prepare for immediate field service 100 stippoi's, and 
directing mo, as there were no other officers available, to proccHul in 
command. (Orr and Cunningham, with about 250 men, were absent 
on service in Zoormut, west^‘ of Ghiiziieo, the other oiliccu’ was 
sick.) I rode into cantonments to obtain detailed av(l( 4 \s, and was 
told that Tezecn was our destination, to punish the (lliilzi chiefs, 
who had stopped the dahs, and that 1 should have to destroy tlie 
forts. I was directed to receive further orders from liout.-CoL 
Monteath, who was to command the expedition. I passed the 
night at Barnes’s, sitting up till near daylight in discussions tliat, 
as matters have turned out, woro very curious, for ho ami I differt^d 
widely in our views, and he was just then much shaken as to his 
own opinions, though he seems to have relapsed. 

I had sent to the artificers (armourors and smiths, numerous in 
Cabool) in the city to make some mining tools not in the niaga/ano. 
(All ours gone to Zoormut— no others), and the armourers refused 
to work for the * Feringeos.’ Burnes sent an order without any 
effect, and I took down a party of our men, gave oacli smith his 
work with men to keep him at it, and next day got the tools, tho 
beat they had ever done for us in the city. They woro busy forging 
arms, for what purpose wo have since learned ; Burnes said, for tho 
wandering tribes about to migrato. 

Next morning, the 8th, I waited on Lieut.-CoL Monteath, whom 
I did not before know. He said ho could give mo no orders, having 
received none himself, except to move towards Jolalabad; that he 
did not even know I was to go, but should bo glad of my company. 

^ Probably a mistake for 
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He declined to apply for information, saying lie knew these people 
too well,''^ admitted all the dangers of going on service in the dark, 
but said it was not the custom here to consult, or even to instruct, 
the commanders of expeditions. He spoke bitterly of sending 
officers and troops on wild-goose chases, bringing them into scrapes 
and letting them get out if they could, for the Envoy’s credit, but if 
his politicals failed, to their own discredit. He again refused to 
refer for instructions, saying he had too much experience of these 
people, but permitted me to go to the General, the Envoy, or any- 
one I pleased. I went to the magazine to learn what preparations 
the Commissary of Ordnance was making. I found he was making 
none, or rather that none had been ordered, though he had been in 
hourly expectation of orders. He (Lieut. Eyre^ ) and I put in train 
the preparation of all lie could furnish, in ease I wanted things, and 
I sent men to the city and cantonment bazaars to procure what tlio 
magazine did not afford. 

Eyre and I went over to see if Major Thain (Gen. Elpliin- 
stone’s aide-de-camp) knew anything of the proposed service, but lie 
was not at home, so I sent up my name to the General, who was 
very ill. He received me, however, with his usual cheerful kind- 
ness ; insisted on getting up, and was supported to his visiting room. 
This exertion so exhausted him, that it was half an hour before he 
could attend to business, indeed several ineffectual efforts to do so 
had excited him so much that I was sorry I had come at all. 
He knew, no more than Col. Monteath, the nature of the ser- 
vice, having merely received an order to send him and so many 
men. He did not know the number or strength of the forts, nor 
whether anyone to act as engineer was going, and said he would 
leave the provision of tools and stores to me ; and he did not know 
whether sending Col. Monteath was a measure of precaution or 
of hostility. 

I pointed out that I could not prepare for a service the very 
nature of which I knew not ; and as to taking, as ho suggested, onoiigli 
to meet any possible emergency, that, in such a country of moun- 
tains, rivers, and innumerable forts, would require so much carriage 
as to delay the expedition greatly to collect it, all public carriage 
being sent to Zoormut ; while it would, from the enormous rates of 
hire given by our Commissariat, entail on Government a groat 
expense, of which part, perhaps nearly all, would bo useless. 

He admitted all this fully, but said he could give me no orders, 
and expressed himself unwilling to refer to tho Envoy on a point 
which ought to have been loft to him to arrango. At last lie gave 


® The Envoy and his staff. 


^ Atterwards >Sii' Vincent Eyre. 



CH. I 


INTERVIEW WITH THE ENVOY 


25 


me a private note to the Envoy, begging him to listen to me, and 
saying he considered what I wanted was reasonable ; viz. to know 
whether there were to he hostilities or not, witli whom, and the 
strength and position of the enemy ; and especially whether forts 
were to be taken and destroyed. 

The Envoy seemed to be annoyed, said the General oxpect(^d 
him to turn prophet ; how could ho predict whether there would 
be hostilities or not ? and, finally, he desired mo to state all my 
wants to the General, and promised to sanction whatever the latter 
proposed. 

I mentioned the necessity of knowing something about ilic forts, 
and he said he would send to the Wazoer a) id learn. 

He gave me a note to the General, which the latter road to mo. 
The Envoy used the phrase of being asked to turn proidiet, a, ml 
said he could not say whether there would bo hoHiilitioB at all, 
though he thought a force sliould perhaps still go, but not so soon 
as lately ordered ; not, indeed, till the Zoormut force returned ; but 
in the mean time we are to be ready. 

The General was much hurt and agitated on reading this note, 
and complained bitterly of the \vay he was deprived of all authority 
and reduced to a mere cipher, lie was so evidently too weak and 
excitable for business that I changed the subject, and soon after 
would have taken my leave, hut after leaving him was recalled, the 
business having returned to his recollection. Ifo said, as 1 had 
been thrown on his hands, he would not shirk the job. 

He made me go over again my reaHOus for declining to estimato 
for tools and stores in iguoranco of the nature and exteait of the 
work to be done. He took them down in writing, saying ho coidcl 
not otherwise romember them ; they were those above mentioned, 
only I added that, if 1 did not estimate to meet all possible exigen- 
cies, any failure would be charged, without further inquiry, to my 
incapacity, or to the inollioiency of tho corps, not to mention the 
public injury or dishonour from a failure a little forethought 
might have obviated. He said I must not bo made to decide in 
ignorance, and neither was it fair ho should, hut bo recoiled from 
again applying to tho Envoy. 

After much discussion, ho asked me to goto HirW. Maonaghteu. 
The latter was peevish, and spoke of Gen. Elphinstone's being 
fidgety. I said I was in this case to blame, having declined to he 
responsible without requisite orders. This led to a long discus- 
sion, and he seemed to see the roasonableuesB of what was said; 
he mentioned again the Wazeer, and asked me to come back and 
hoar the reply. He said there was no one who had the re- 
quired information but Capt. Maegregor, the Political Agent, who 
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knew all these parts intimately, and that till his return nothing 
could be done. 

I stayed with the General until it was time to return to the 
Envoy. On going back, I found him apparently irritated at some- 
thing. He gave me the Wazeer’s information, which was that a 
force ought to be sent to Tezeen, but that the rebels were about to 
quit. As to their forts, they were very weak, 

I said information so vague was useless. The Envoy called 
in the Wazeer’s man and some other Afghans, and told me to 
examine them myself. They said they Imew only the fort near the 
road at Tezeen, which I had seen myself from the road ; another at 
Tezeen, on the hill, they could not describe ; they said the enemy 
had other forts, some very strong, across the river ; on which the 
Envoy said we were not to go there. The men then said there were 
other forts on this side, but the number, situation, and strength, 
they knew not ; only they were all weak, and there was no occasion 
for us to fear. 

The Envoy interrupted me impatiently, saying there would be 
no fighting ; that he had resolved on sending Col. Monteath to 
Bootkhak as a demonstration,^ and that immediately — to-morrow 
morning ; that he expected the submission of the rebels that evening. 
If it came, Col. Monteath would go on to Jelalabad ; if it did 
not come to-day, his march to Bootkhak would so terrify them that 
it would be sure to arrive to-morrow. The Colonel was only to 
have his own regiment, two guns, a squadron of cavalry, and 100 
sappers. 

I asked what was to he done if the submission did not arrive. 
Was Col. Monteath to return ? 

He said, * No ; in that case he will halt at Bootkhak till the 
Zoormut force comes in : it will be a demonstration ; that will ho 
sure to terrify the Ghilzi chiefs.’ He asked me if I did not think 
this plan would answer. 

I, of course, stated the obvious objections to it as a military 
measure — that any alarm produced by the march to Bootkhak 
(ten miles) woxild be turned into confidence by finding we went no 
farther, which would be ascribed to fear ; and that, if Monteath was 
to wait for the Zoormut force, he had better remain in cantonments 
than move to the skirts of the plain, near all the passages into the 
hills, a situation which invited attack, for the enemy could arrive 
unseen, and Col. Monteath was too weak to pursue, even if able 
to beat them. All this would strengthen the cause of the rebels. 
Our course was to prepare diligently, and when the troops could be 


^ A military operation in great favour with political oflicers. 
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spared, to movo in full force, and never to stop for a moment till the 
enemy were utterly destroyed. 

These reasons I gave to the Envoy late in the day, b^it now lie 
interrupted me on my saying they might bo tempted to attack 
Monteath. Ho became angry, said these wore lus orders, and tlu! 
enemy were contemptible, the Eastern Gliilzis the most cowardly 
of Afghans (a foolish notion ho and Eurnes had) ; that as for mo 
and my sappers, twenty men with pickaxes wore enough ; it was a 
peaceable march to Jelalabad, and all that wo were wanted for waa 
to pick stones from under the gun-wheels. 

I asked if those wore his orders; ho said no, only tlie opinion 
given at the GeneraTs request and mine, tliat the General was 
responsible, and must decide on what sappers and tools must go. 

Soon after I rt^'oined the General he received a note, ordering 
Lieut.-Coh Monteath’s immediate march, and containing almost the 
above words as to the sappers and the enemy, hut declining all 
responsibility. 

The General was lost and perplexed, though he entirely agreed 
in the objections as to the move, yet ho did not feel himsolf at lil)erty 
to prevent it. He asked me to follow my own judgment as to 
reducing the number of sappers, and what quantity of tools I would 
take, but made mo give my reasons, which ho took down in the 
form of a memorandum addressed to himsedf. Tlie Adjutant- 

General, Capt. G , came in, and to liim the Ociueral rcd‘(nrad. 

This officer, after abusing the Envoy, spoke to the General with an 
imperiousness and disrespect, and to me, a stranger, with an insoksneo 
it was painful to see the effects of on tlio General, who yet tried 
only to soothe him. He advised the General not to have anything 
to say to Macnaghten, to mo, or to the sappers, saying Monteath 
had men enough, and needed neither sappoj’s nor tools. At last ho 
took a newspaper, went to a window, and would no loiigcsr speak to 
the General on the subject, saying, * You know best/ dTiisman, I 
have since hoard, was the poor GeneraTs evil genius during tlio 
subsequent troubles. The GonoraTs health throw all businuHs into 

Capt. G ^’s hands ; ho fancied him indispcnsnhlo, and in his 

feeble state of health could not eontond against his insolent 

blustering. G dospairod from the lirst, and kept tlio poor 

General in a state of continual and fatal irritation. 

The General at length resolved to adhere to hie own opinion, 
and made mo go hack to Macnagliton to toll him of it with the 
reasons, and so gave him the opportunity of countermanding it. 
The Envoy would hoar no reasons, saying lie had given his opinion, 
and the General was responsible; but ho approved of the GonoraTs 
having told me not to join Monteath till the Zoormut force came, 
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unless hostilities broke out, as I had much to do organising the 
corps, and was pitched in sight of Bootkhak. 

He resumed the subject of my objections to his demonstration 
plan, hearing them, though impatiently, as well as what I had to 
say of the Eastern Grhilzis. He lost his temper, however, in answer- 
ing them, and said if I thought Col. Monteath’s movement likely 
to bring on an attack, I need not go, I was not wanted ; if I were, 
there were others. I rose at once, and, saying a word or two as to 
what had brought me there, declined to listen to such language (he 
denied all intention to offend), and made my low bow. He seemed 
very angry, though half sorry, but said nothing. As I was mount- 
ing my horse, however, he came out, and held out his hand in 
evident kindness, though still ruffled j and so we parted, never 
again to meet. 

I went back to the General, and found him in bed and quite 
worn out. He made me stay some time, however, and told me 
once more how he had been tormented by Macnaghten from the 
first ; reduced, to use his own words, from a General to the Lord 
Lieutenant’s head constable. He asked me to see him before I 
moved, but he said, ‘ If anything occur, and in case you have to go 
out, for God’s sake cjear the passes quickly, that I may get away. 
For, if anything were to turn up ’ (he alluded once again to the 
Candahar and Herat quarter), ‘ I am unfit for it, done up body and 
mind, and I have told Lord Auckland so.’ This he repeated two or 
three times, adding that he doubted very much if ever he would see 
home, even if he did get away. 

Nothing can be more unlike Macnaghten’ s general demeanour 
than what is above described, and it altogether astonished me. He 
was always courteous to everyone, and, to me, kind in the extreme. 

Burnes, whom I saw for the last time after leaving the General, 
however, told me he had occasionally seen the Envoy behave in the 
same manner, and that he was really a passionate man. From 
what Mackenzie has told me, I infer that during the last few days of 
his life he must have been in much the same temper. When the 
Ghilzi insurrection broke out, he had heard of his appointment as 
Governor of Bombay, and was on the eve of setting out. He and 
Burnes were on anything but cordial terms, and he could not suffer 
the idea of his leaving the couiatry disturbed for Burnes to have the 
merit of pacifying it. Both he and Burnes treated the insurrection 
with contempt (Burnes called it, to me, a tempest in a teapot), and 
-the rebels, absurdly enough, as less formidable than any other 
A%hans. Burnes had loudly exclaimed against the policy which 
caused the insurrection, though not till the insurrection occurred. 
He was not, however, eveio consulted, before it, nor even after, 
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by Macnagliten and liis party, as lio was tliouglit to be ploasod 
at it. 

I was very intimate with Bnmes, and believed to hold his 
opinions ; an error, liowevor. (1 thought both ISunies and Mae- 
nagliten grievously wrong, and in the same way, though Jhirncvs 
would have managed the bad system better than Maenaghten.) And 
my seeming to overrate the untorvard events, and oven ])i'e(li(‘t their 
increase from the measures taken, was natui'ally irritating to a man 
already provoked. 

Broadfoot’s memorandum to the General on tlio suhjoc.t 
of the tools and stores is an excellent one, showing foresight 
and caution, hut it need not ho reproduced. lie learnt to his 
astonishment that, though the bulk of the troops were sent 
every winter to Jalalabad, whore they were virtually cut off 
from communication with Kabul by the snow, yet there was 
no magazine either at Gandamak or Jalalabad. When ho 
pointed out the necessity, Maenaghten remarked that ho spolco 
as if he were in an enemy’s country ! 

As it was, when the troops moved out under Col. Montoatli, 
a severe reprimand was sent after Broadl'oot for taking so 
many tools, although he had obtained the Genoral’s sanction. 
This reprimand was crossed on the road by a demand for nlill 
more, the necessity for them and the wisdom of Broadfoot’s 
arrangements having boon forcildy demonstrated. The re- 
primand was cancelled in a very handsome way, and Broadfoot 
was allowed carte hlanchc. He made largo demands, which 
could only be partially complied with ; hut the tools and storew 
were mainly instrumentiil in saving Halo’s force in Jalalabad, 
and even the regular sappers of Bollock’s relioving army luul 
to indent on Broadfoot for tools. 

He remarked, when considering the matter some time after- 
wards : ‘ When at length the Gabool insurrciction broke out, 
it seemed as if Brovidonce had stiffened my nock on that 
occasion ; for Burnes strongly advised me not to take tho tools 
or I would make enemies j and ho held tho enemy in con- 
tempt. He thought mo on that occasion, and on one or two 
others, a sort of professional pedant.’ 
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Night attack at Butkhak — Letter to Mr. Prinsep — First fight, Sappers ciigageil 
— Scarcity of officers with N.I. regiments — Service with Sale’s brigatle — 
Khurcl Kabul pass — Advance to Tezin — Attack between Jagdalak and Sur- 
khab — Distinguished conduct of Broadfoot, F. Cunningham, Wyndham, 
Coombs, and Sergeant-Major Kelly — Broadloot’s opinion of officers with the 
force — Outbreak at Kabul — Death of Sir A. Burnes and W. Broadfoot— Of 
Sir W. Macnaghten — Letter to Dr. Malcolmson — Arrival of Sale’s brigade 
at Jalalabad. 

The expedition, referred to towards the end of last chapter, 
which was designed to overawe the Ghilzis, marched from 
Kabul to Butkhak on October 9, 1841. It consisted of the 
35th N.L, a squadron of the 5th Cavalry, two guns under Lieut. 
Michael Dawes, and a company of sappers under Capt. Broad- 
foot, with Col. Monteath in command. 

In the following letter from Broadfoot to Mr. Henry Thoby 
Prinsep a detailed account of the night attack by the Ghilzis 
will be found. The demonstration was a failure, and Sir Eoliert 
Sale with the 13th L.I. joined Monteath on October 11 with 
orders to clear the passes. 

It should perhaps be explained that Butkhak is the camping 
ground one march from Kabul in the direction of Jalalabad ; 
It is mentioned by Burnes ^ as the place where Mahmud of 
Ghazni buried the rich Hindu idol from Somnath. 

Jelalabad : January 2, 1842. 

My dear Mr. Prinsep,— In yesterday’s letter we reached Bootkliak 
on the afternoon of October 9. On being ordered to remain, I sent 
back to Cabool the two Wazeer’s men, and a small party (twelve) of 
my own men, who had escorted stores &c. Of the twelve, one was 
a prisoner, and handcuffed, and one was an unarmed orderly. TJie 
remaining daylight passed in preparing the men’s arms for use, and 
in examining narrowly our position, and even pacing the distance 

^ Travels into Bohliara p. 130. 
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to cover for enemies ; for tlio gromid was so unfavonrablo to us tliat 
it seemed as though choseii by an onciny. At cluslc, word wniB 
brought that our returning party was attacked, and with some lu'si- 
tation leave was given me to take the company out to their aid. Altcsr 
a march, or run, of two or three miles, wo arrived just in time to save 
our party, who after a gallant resistance wore about to disperse, being 
surrounded and reduced to five cartridges among them all. Wo 
pursued the enemy about a mile, to recover the body of one of our 
men wlio had been killed, and brouglit it in. This was tlio opeuiiig 
affair of the present war, and gave a good earnc>st of wliat 1 might 
expect from the men of the corps, and nobly have tlu'y justified my 
hopes, and rewarded all trouble I have taken : for, tliough foi’gotteu, 
I see, in the General’s despatches, they have literally borne the l)rui it 
of every action of importance, being first in every assault, and last 
in the retreat, and standing firm when all others present {noun ex- 
cepted, Europeans or natives) shrank from the fight. Their not being 
noticed is, I believe, accident. The General was in his dooly, others 
commanding did not chance to be where the fight was liot, and 1 was 
afterwards too much occupied (oven if inclined) to bring my own 
domgs to the notice of those who ought to have seen tliem. But as 
it has gone even the length of ascribing to others (l)y imp] illation at 
least) what the Sappers did, I shall perhaps occasionally outer ijito 
more detail than I should otherwise Iiavo done, and mention a few 
things I should not otherwise have alluded to. 

Soon after our return to Bootkhak, the outposts sent notice of 
sounds from the hills as if they wore occupied. I again wont partly 
up one and observed the direction &c. of the objects notesd by day- 
light. The Afghans with mo thouglit they hoard people above us, 
and foretold an attack before morning ; but all was so silent tba,t X 
returned, and was just entering my tout, when tlio crash of musketry 
from the front, and both fimiks, turned us all out, and sot ev<a*y 
sentry and guard round the camp firing. Our camp was on a level 
spot, with rocky hills along tlio fro]it ; on tlio loft separated only by 
the road to Cabool, and on the left and roar a deep ami wide water- 
course. These our small force could not occupy whilo they gave 
cover to the enemy up to our sontrios ; especially the left, and tlioro 
were placed the yappors, with a largo magaizino containing twenty 
barrels of powder. In tho ravine, however, on the left, was a 
picket of the 35th, and Col. Montoath immediatoly sent a company 
to support it, but this was thrown into confusion by mooting the 
picket just running in in disorder pursued by tho enemy, and tho very 
young ofiieer (Norton) with thorn could not rally thorn. 

Another company was sent to their support under another officer, 
a little senior ; but matters did not mend, and at length they wore* 
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driven in on tlie cattle and magazine of the sappers. These last I 
had taken a little to the front of the line, and made to lie down 
■without firing behhid a slight swell, which sheltered them from the 
shot which fell thick on our regular place. On learning a fire was 
going on among our powder barrels, I went and removed the dis- 
orderly troops, and with the consent of the two officers (both of 
whom I had commanded as cadets when orderly officer at Addis- 
combe) took charge of their men, and rallying them behind the 
sappers, who were all this time steady as veterans, never firing a shot, 
at length restored order and made the enemy draw off a little. In 
the mean time the front and flanks were enveloped in fire, and Col. 
Monteath was making excellent dispositions, so good that, notwith- 



Camp, Bootkhak. Octobeb 9 ani> 10, 1841. 

1. 35tli N.I.. Col. Mont£?atli. | 4. Shali’s Sappers, Civpt. Broadfoot. 

S, Squall. 5tli Cut., Capt. Oklfield, 6. Sapper Magazine. 

3. 2 guns, Lieut. Dawes. | G and 7. Camp. 

standing our vicious positions the enemy was fairly baffled, and, 
after four hours of incessant firing, gradually withdrew without 
penetrating our camp. Col. Monteath in this affair showed himself 
a good soldier, and the bad position was not, I believe, his fault. Ho 
was sent out expecting to move quickly on to Tezeen, and finding 
his camp misplaced did not think it worth altering. The loss fell 
chiefly on the 35th, and mainly on the two companies thrown into 
disorder. The enemy, too, suffered, for we found blood in the wells 
and heard the wounded call out to be carried away; but they would 
have suffered still more heavily but for the premature fire of the 
two companies on the left and some others of the 35th which drove 
them back to their cover when advancing to rush in on the place 
where the sappers lay. I had fixed bayonets, and only waited for 
them to round a bank of about four feet which would impede their 
flight, to make the sappers rise up and give them a volley, and charge. 
They were within forty yards (46 paces) of the sappers ; we had 
wheeled up (crawling) to face them ; once down the bank, nothing 
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could have saved them, for they were doubtful of our being there 
(we heard their conversation) from our not being betrayed by white 
belts, and standing up like the rest. 

The main body of the 35tli were very steady. It is a fine regi- 
ment, but greatly injured for want of officers, and especially of old 
officers. The natives are peculiarly unmanageable by griffins ; other- 
wise, one of the young officers (Norton) would have rallied his men, 
for he is a fine promising young soldier, but it was his first action, 
and the circumstances trying to an old officer. All Col. Mou- 
teath’s old officers present were employed in important xdaccs, and 
could not be spared. The accident of my being tliero saved our camp 
being entered, or disaster would have followed, partial if not total. 
Some method must be devised to remedy the scarcity of ollicors, and 
I am not sure that the financial difficulty is a real one ; for the effi- 
ciency of the native army would be so increased that fewer Euro- 
pean regiments would do, and fewer native troops would be reciuirod, 
as they could do more work : there woul,d also be less for any troops 
to do, the turbulent lacking the encouragement to fight which arises 
from partial success. 

The enemy were discouraged hy their failure, but this good result 
was diminished by their getting the bedding &c. of the picket and 
a few camels on the skirts of the camp, for so closely did they pursue. 
Had their failure been comi)lcie, who knows what it might have 
prevented? 

Here also I first had proof of the value of our own Afghan troops, 
when raised as mine are, i.e, subject to as rigorous discipHuo as the 
rest, and with no man of infiuonco among thorn, but the promotions 
made for personal merit by the commander. The gradual introduc*^ 
tioii of discipline is an error. These men are a bolder race tlian the 
Indians, more European and like Europeans, and rocpxire a sterner 
discipline. Their commander must be feared, though ho must also 
know and manage their prejudices, and provide for thoir wants. I 
found the same with the Burmese. On October 10, Col Monteaih 
objected to my returning to Cabool till the service was over, that is 
fora week; and on the 11th Gen. Sale with other troops arrived, 
and I wasjoined by Colin [Mackenzie] ; but what followed must wait 
tiU to-morrow. 

On October 12, 1841, the force under Sale marched towards 
Ehurd Kabul through the pass. Every step of the way was 
disputed. The enemy held the heights, fired on onr troops as 
they advanced, and retired whenever attacked. Early in the 
day Sale was wounded, and the command tlevolvod on 
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CoL Dennie. The sappers were actively employed, some under 
Capt. Broaclfoot reconnoitring ; others under Colin Mackenzie, 
who had accompanied the 13th in order to be present. 

Mackenzie led the men well, and had the good fortune to 
come up in time to help Michael Dawes when he and his 
guns were in considerable danger. Broadfoot, in describmg the 
action, pointed out that chance threw on the sappers under 
Mackenzie, and on Dawes, the task of forcing the pass. He 
added : ‘ Mackenzie commanded in a way few officers could 
4iave done ; the success was rapid and complete, and the day 
was gained. Unquestionably great credit was due to him. 
Dawes showed the coolness he ever showed.’ Mackenzie, re- 
marking on this, said, ‘He was the only man, except Broadfoot, 
whom he ever saw wear a natural smile in battle.’ 

The 13th returned to Butkhak, and Monteath and his force 
encamped at Khurd Kabul in the valley outside the pass. Our 
loss was six killed and thirty-five wounded. Negotiation was 
tried, and Capt. Macgregor was sent to Monteath’s camp as 
Political Officer to make the desired arrangements. The result 
was unsatisfactory ; a night attack was repulsed, but the little 
force lost eighty camels. 

Meanwhile Sale was reinforced from Kabul ; and having 
joined Monteath on the 20th, orders to advance on Tezin on 
October 22 were issued. 

The force here detailed marched on that morning, the 
wounded General being carried in a litter : 


H.M. lath L.L, Col. Dennie, C.B. 
35tli N.I., Col. Monteath, C.B. 

37th NJ., Major Griffiths. 
Sq^uadron 6th B.O., Capt. Oldfield. 
Artillery, Capt. A. Abbott. 


Shah’s Sappers, Capt. G. Broadfoot. 

„ Mountain train, Capt. Back- 
house. 

Troop 2nd Cavalry, Lieut. Mayne. 

200 Jezailchis, Jan Eishan Khan, 


The march was not well managed ; Lieut. King of the 13th waa 
killed, and his men, having been led too far in advance, had 
to retire, a movement which soon degenerated into flight, with 
the Afghans in pursuit. Eventually the force reached Tezin 
and there in the fort, most providentially, forage for the cattle 
sufficient for two days was found. It is difficult to believe, 
but it is true, that this force with from 3,000 to 4,000 cattle 
was sent forward into a country where forage was scarcely to 
he found, without any arrangement for its supply. 
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It was intended next day to assault and take the various 
forts in the neighbourhood ; Cob Dennie with half the force 
was to command, with Broadfoot as engineer. But instead 
of this, negotiation with the chiefs was commenced by Capt. 
Macgregor, There is some obscurity as to why the change 
was made; Durand, generally well informed, has said that the 
chief, not relishing the prospec# of a fight,^ ^ determined to 
open negotiations and again to overreach Macgregor ; ’ Back- 
house thought it was plain, and to none more so than to Mac- 
gregor, that the disinclination to fight was rather on the part 
of some of our troops. Mr. Cameron, legal member of Council, 
collected and sifted the evidence on this point.'* He concluded 
that Macgregor at that time became aware of the serious and 
widespread nature of the conspiracy, and thought it better to 
negotiate than to attack the fort. Great courage in going 
unprotected to meet the Ghilzis was shown by him ; terms 
were discussed, and agents were sent to remain with Macgregor. 

Subsequent events made it amply clear that the chiefs had 
no intention whatever of keeping faith ; they instigated their 
followers to attack our troops, the agents or hostages being 
simply spies. Colin Mackenzie when a prisoner made tlie 
acquaintance of one of these agents, who openly boasted of 
circumventing the British on that occasion. An agreement 
was made, and forage was supplied ; Sale, however, appeared 
not to value the compact highly, for ho wrote in orders : ' Though 
the enemy have given hostages, it would be both imprudent 
and unsafe in us to relax our vigilance,’ &c.'^ 

A discussion took place subsequently at a critical moment 
as to whether or not hostages on this occasion had been given: 
Broadfoot asserted that they had been given and were of no 
value, Macgregor denied that we had taken hostages/’ 

On October 26, Sale sent back the 37th N.I., three com- 
panies of Broadfoot’s Sappers, and half of the mountain train, 
to Kabar Jabar, between Tezin and Khurd Kabul, to await the 
arrival of a regiment expected from Kabul. Ilis object was to 
take their carriage for the use of the rest of his brigade ; a 
proceeding not easy to justify when the country was in so dis- 

® First Afghan War, pp. 336, 337. '* Sah's Brigade, p. 90. 

® Notes from Mr. Cameron’s minute ® Compare p. 73. 

on the Afghan disastor. 
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turbed a state. He marched that day to Seh Baba,^ and next 
day to Kata Sang : the rear guard on both days having been 
pretty constantly engaged. On October 29 they marched to 
Jagdalak/ escaping an ambush laid for them in the Pari 
darra, or Fairy’s Glen, by avoiding that route and marching 
by the high land. 

On October 29 the brigade marched from Jagdalak to 
Surkhab. In expectation of trouble the rear guard was 
strengthened : it consisted of two companies of the 13th L.I., 
two companies of the 35th N.I., Lieut. Dawes and two guns, 
the mountain train, and a company of sappers. It was 
nominally under the command of an officer of the 13th, but 
was virtually commanded by Backhouse. The sappers being 
the last of the rear guard were first engaged : they wore, in- 
deed, in action before they had quitted the camping ground 
at Jagdalak. 

The first three miles of the road are up a steep incline, 
difficult for guns and laden camels, commanded by the heights 
on either side till the top is reached ; after that the pass be- 
comes more open with a descent to Surkhab. 

The plan adopted for protecting the march through was 
that the advance and main body should detach parties right 
and left to ascend to suitable posts, hold them till the baggage 
passed, and then come on with it. An excellent arrangement 
provided the main body halted at the top of the pass to give 
the baggage and these protecting parties time to join. Un- 
fortunately this was not done ; the main body moved off, ‘ leav- 
ing the posts referred to and the rear guard to withstand the 
pressure of the whole strength of the enemy now concentra- 
ting at the exit of the pass.’ The parties sent to protect the 
baggage, seeing themselves abandoned by the main body, with 
one honourable exception, quitted their posts, and the whole 
force of the enemy came down on the rear guard, which foil 
into the greatest confusion and panic. The exception hero 
mentioned was a party of Broadfoot’s Sappers commanded by 
Lieut. F. Cunningham,® ‘ who stuck to his duty and obeyed his 
orders.’ 

* Baba Isa’s tomb. used to bo ■written, Jugdulluk. 

^ The accent is on the second syl- ® Erancis Chantry Cunningham, 
lable, and all the vowels arc short ; it the youngest son of Allan Cunning- 
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The panic-stricken companies of the 13th and 35th hurried 
forward in confusion to get out of the pass. The Ghilzis, 
occupying the cover on either side, fired into the mass of fugi- 
tives, and the villagers pressed up the pass after them knife in 
hand. 

At this juncture and amid this confusion ‘ most fortu- 
nately a few intrepid British were found to face the enemy, 
headed by Capt. Broadfoot : these were Capt. Wyndham and 
Lieut. Coombs of the 35th, Lieut. Cunningham and Sergeant- 
Major Kelly of the Sappers, with five or six sepoys of the 
Sapper corps who had remained with Broadfoot and Cunning- 
ham as orderlies (the Sapper company had been again sent up 
the hills to skirmish) ; these ten or twelve charged the Ooloos, 
or villagers above referred to,’ and held them in check until 
they reached the exit of the pass. Poor Wyndham, who 
was so lame as to require support from two sepoys of his 
company, could not retire with the others, and fell into the 
hands of the merciless mob; both the sepoys, to their infinite 
honour, stuck to him to the last and shared his fate. * During 
this scene of terror all who fell wounded were of course aban 
doned ; the enemy as they came up falling upon them in heaps, 
and, as Capt. Broadfoot describes it, “ like hounds on a fox.” ’ 

Our men were rallied ‘ by the dispositions made at the out- 
let by Captains Backhouse and Fenwick, and covered by the 
bold front ever maintained by Capt. Broadfoot.’ ® Beinforce- 
ments were sent back from the main body, and the rear guard 
arrived at Surkhab just about dark. Next day, October 80, 
Gandamak ^ was reached without molestation. 


ham the poet, was born in 1820, and 
entered the Madras Army in 1B38. He 
served with distinction in Broadfoot’s 
Sappers, as guartermastor, in Afghan- 
istan during the years 1840-42 ; and 
received medals for Jalalabad and 
Kabul. He was afterwards appointed 
to the Mysore Commission by Lord 
Kllenborough, and retired on Deoomber 
31, 1861, on account of bad health. 
l>om this time till he died in December 
1875 he wrote a good deal, and was a 
frequent contributor to the Saturday 
Beview, Hp had two brothers in the 


Bengal Engineers : Joseph Davy Cun- 
ningham, for some years an Assistant 
to the Governor-Goncraru Agent for 
the N.W. Frontier, and author of a 
History of the. Sihhs ; and Sir 
Alexander Cunningham, K.O.LE., still 
living, who was for many years head 
of the Archooologxcal Survey of India. 

“ Letter to the Friend of India 
‘from tho pen of one who was on the 
spot : ’ the previous quotations are 
mainly from Backhouse's diary. 

^ Gandamak : accent on the second 
syllable, and all the vowels short. 



38 


LETTEE TO DE. MALCOLMSON 


CTFI. 31 


Some interesting remarks by Broadfoot will be found in 
the following letter to Dr. Malcolmson : 

Sale’s Camp, Gunclumuk: November 4, 1841. 

... I would fain give you a history of the last month, but must 
defer it. Sufhce it to say we have had military operations far more 
serious than was expected; instructive professionally by showing 
that against even Afghans no rules of military science can be neg- 
lected with impunity, and interesting to those much employed from 
the difficulty of the country and the boldness of the enemy. 

On ten days we were more or less engaged with the enemy, and 
in four of the more considerable affairs I had no reason to find fault 
with the share allotted to me. In fact w^e have been at the post of 
danger always. In a fifth I had it all to myself, having had an ex- 
cursion of about three hours, during which we recaptured BOO camels 
and demolished a good many of the enemy. One day, a hot one, I 
had Cohn Mackenzie with me, and a famous second he is ; another 
time William was with me, also stout in fight. 

Now I suppose you think I am loaded with honours. Nothing 
farther from the case. I have never been mentioned in orders till 
the very last occasion, and then in a way subordinate to others who 
had not my luck. Colin Mackenzie was furious, and there has been 
a great uproar on the subject, caused by an artillery officer at a big 
dinner here (I was not present) attacking poor Col. Donnie about the 
matter. 

The truth is, Gen. Sale was wounded in the second action ; ho 
was not at the first or third, and goes in a dooly : he is entirely un- 
acquainted with what happens at the chief fighting places. One 
occasion of our doing something arose from a blunder of Dennie’s, 
another from the misconduct of the troops. No one likos to report 
such things, and the General, who treats me most kindly, and I am 
sure considers me a tolerable soldier, continually mentions to mo 
things as done by others which they did not do, and I do not un- 
deceive him, as it would seem boasting, and might lead others, who 
left their posts, into trouble. But all will come right : this country 
will give more work, and I cannot hut perceive a feeling to have 
arisen that I may be turned to use. 

Broadfoot then proceeded to remark on the qualifications 
of the officers with whom he was associated. He considered 
— and the opinions of the ablest of his companions were, for 
the most part, the same as his own— that Col. Dennie was 
wholly unqualified for command. Among the senior officers 
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he reckoned Sale and Monteath to be the best soldiers. He 
then said : 

We must then come low for good officers, and first comes Capt. 
Havelock of H.M.’s 13th Eegiment. It is the fashion, especially in 
his own corps, to sneer at him ; his manners are cold, while his re- 
ligious opinions (Baptist) seclude him from society ; but the whole 
of them together would not compensate for his loss. Brave to ad- 
miration, imperturbably cool, looking at his profession as a science, 
and, as far as I can see or judge, correct in his views. 

All our artillery officers are above the average : two, Backhouse 
and Dawes, greatly so ; Backhouse a hero, though a mad one. Capt. 
Abbott a superior officer too. Then we had Capt. Baton, Quarter- 
master-General, a very brave and sensible man, now gone to Cabool. 
The rest are all below those named. 

Among the young hands are many fine, gallant, and intelligent 
lads ; none surpassing, only one (Coombs) equalling, my two Mulls, ^ 
Orr and Cunningham. The former was wounded severely in his first 
action, hut is domg well. 

And now do not wonder if the papers teem with stories, true or 
false, on these matters, and if my name be taken in vain, for wo had 
an awkward business for a short time in the last considerable affair, 
and a handful of sappers saved several hundred infantry, chiefly 
European, from being destroyed by Afghans I I would have hushed 
the matter up, but it was impossible, and all arc talking of, and lying 
much about, what really occurred. 

I ordered a charge of bayonets, and on getting among the enemy 
— whom, however, wo for the moment dispersed — found myself fol- 
lowed only by two officers, Cunningham (Sappers) , and Coombs (85th), 
wounded, also Wyndham, a poor lame Gilchrist chum of mine, since 
killed, our sergeant-major, and five Afghans of the Sappers, of whom 
one fell. The rest of the Sappers were engaged on the hill above, and 
of the infantry, European and native, only a part charged, and they 
stopped short before getting halfway, fearing to close with our ene- 
mies, who were destroying our wounded 1 

You may imagine the talk this lias caused, and will understand 
the papers ; but the tiling was after all a trifle, and by means which 
I must give you hereafter we got the panic-struck rogues off with- 
out disaster till they rallied, inflicting heavy loss, far exceeding our 
own, on the enemy. 

The country from this to Cabool is the strongest we have yet 
operated in, and a little confusion for a few hundred yards, in a fight 
of eleven and a half hours — such it was to us of the rear guard-~-over 

^ M adras officers : Mull is an abbreviation of Mulligatawny, a Madras invention. 
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a dozen miles of rocky mountains, covered witli bushes, is nothing 
but what might be expected. 

I grieve to say that with all but old Havelock, not to be daunted, 
and Sale, who does not know the details, and is a bold man more- 
over, except Monteath also, and some of the 35th officers &o., a strong 
feeling of depression has been produced among men and officers of 
the European and native infantry, and the regular cavalry. 

Give the news to Col. Cullen, and he to whom he pleases. 

Broadfoot finished his letter by ordering a pipe of Madeira 
for the Sapper mess, and after his signature is the following 
postscript : 

Bengal sepoys are good troops. 

My corps Sappers, 600, is : 

300 Hindoostanees .... brave 

200 Goorkhas braver 

100 Afghans and Hazaras. . . heroes 

And all from emulation beyond their several unmixed countrymen. 

Meanwhile at Kabul oiir evil system of administration 
had borne fruit. On November 2, 1841, the outbreak oc- 
curred ; Sir Alexander Burnes, his brother Lieut, Burnes, and 
William Broadfoot, were killed in Burnes's house in the city. 
The treasury was sacked, and the mob was rewarded to the 
extent of 17,000?. The only serious effort to relieve Burnes 
and put down the mob was made by the Shah, and not, as 
might have been expected, by the English officers in the can- 
tonment. 

The Envoy turned to the General for assistance, but the 
latter was wholly unfit from illness to meet the crisis. In- 
capacity and imbecility among the senior officers was naturally 
followed by demoralisation and co'wardice among the troops. 
The Envoy in these days of humiliation showed a better spirit 
than the military chiefs, but to no purpose : he was obliged 
to negotiate with the enemy, and became involved in trans- 
actions regarding them which, if the Afghan account may be 
trusted, cost him his life. 

He was, as all know, killed by Akbar Khan at an inter- 
view, and before long the Kabul force capitulated. 

That army paid dearly for the error ; with the exception 
of the prisoners and hostages in Akbar Khan’s hands, and of 
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Dr. Brydon, who escaped, they were utterly destroyed in the 
passes through which Sale’s brigade had fought its way. The 
Envoy had summoned Nott and Sale to his assistance. The 
former was prevented by the season of the year and by other 
considerations from compliance. When Sale received the 
orders he consulted his officers and decided that he could not 
obey. This decision has been much questioned. Durand has 
stated that ' it was regretted by some of the ablest officers in 
his force, foremost among whom was Broadfoot.’ ^ Sir Herbert 
Edwardes on the same subject has said : 

Of course it will always remain a moot point whether Sale 
could have returned or not ; and if he had returned, whether it 
would have saved the Kabul force. From Sale’s own account it is 
probable he could not have returned in a state of efficiency ; but 
there were at least two men with Sale’s brigade who would have 
made all the difterence : one — Henry Havelock — who would have 
recalled the discipline and spirit of poor Elphinstone’s subordinates, 
if mortal man could do it ; the other — George Broadfoot — who, in 
the last resort, would have dared to supply the army with a leader.^ 

Whilst Sale’s force was at Gandamak rumours of the 
Kabul outbreak reached them : they are thus alluded to by 
Broadfoot in a letter to Dr. Malcolmson, dated Gandamak, 
November 8, 1841 : 

. , . For a good many days we have had no communication 
with Cabool, and it is of course clear from this that the country we 
fought through is again, in whole or in part, closed against us. 
We have rumours of the most extraordinary and contradictory nature 
as to occurrences at Cabool, all agreeing that there has been an 
outbreak there, but differing as to results; some saying we were 
besieged, others that the enemy were defeated. Bumes, too, is 
asserted to be murdered or a prisoner, besides other officers, and 
those latter reports are credited in camp. They interest me most 
deeply, for the few officers living in the city, all of whom are said to 
have been destroyed, are : Burnes and his brother, William Broad- 
foot, Colin Mackenzie, Capt. Johnson, paymaster, Brigadier Anquetil, 
Capt. Troup, and Capt. Trevor of the cavalry. William lived with 
Burnes in the heart of the city, far from succour ; they had a 
havildar and twelve men as a guard. Next door, Capt. Johnson’s 
treasury was guarded by a native officer and thirty men. . . . The 

« Fmt Afghan War^ p. 360. 

^ Life of Sir H, Laioremet vol. i. p. 286, note 4. 
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rest were near sueconr, Now some attempt at Burnes’s liotiso is pos- 
sible ; but unless surprised, or unless Burnes might be weak enough 
to listen to terms offered and surrender, I believe they would hold 
their own, small as their party was, even for twenty-four hours, if 
they had ammunition, I know what William is as a soldier, and 
from Burnes’s confidence in him, I know, too, that he would com- 
mand, and surely a first effort of our troops would be their relief. . . . 

As for us, though short of ammunition and nearly without 
money, we may laugh at all Afghanistan if our troojos are rightly 
managed, otherwise we have already had proof that the finest troops 
may be discouraged to a degree painful to think of. Nay, further, 
if we are true to ourselves and manage decently, we can hold out 
famously, till relieved from India, even if the whole country rise 
against us and our communication with India be closed. But we 
must rectify some great errors in our military arrangements ; we 
must not be without battering guns in a country studded with mud 
forts, and we must have district magazines ; one, for example, at 
Jelalabad, which during half the year is, in a military sense, de- 
prived of communication with Cahool by the snow, and at all times 
separated from it by mountains over which it is difficult and fright- 
fully expensive to carry stores. 

I believe something has been written on the subject, for I spoke 
to Havelock yesterday and formerly about the measures of precau- 
tion we required, and he concurred and went immediately to move 
the General about it. You know from former letters how high my 
opinion is of Havelock, though it is the fashion here to sneer at him. 

When I last wrote I alluded to the discouragement, to speak 
mildly, prevailing among all the troops except the Shah’s people, 
who are but few here ; an opportunity has occurred to got rid of it, 
and again we have the satisfaction of hearing men and officers 
speak as they ought of our enemies and themselves. On the 4 th, 
word was brought in that one of the great lords at court had robollod. 
Meer Ufzul Khan, the Urzbegee, and his son had occupied a fort 
about 8^ miles from our camp, aM was going to raise the country 
on us. Capt. Maegregor, the Political Agent, was at dinner with 
us, at the Sapper mess, when he got the final and certain nows, and 
after a consultation between him, Backhouse, Dawes, and myself, 
he went off to urge the General to attack at once ; but returned 
late, having totally failed, though he had cited Backhouse’s and my 
formal opinions ; nay, one staff officer (not Havelock) actually pro- 
posed retiring to Jelalabad! There were then thirty men in the 
fort ! but, of course, likely to increase every hour. Backhouse and 
I went, though it was midnight, and turned out Havelock. I pledged 
my character as a soldier to find the means of taking the place, even 
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if, as was said, the artillery (which Backhouse and Dawes, excellent 
officers of artillery, denied) was too weak to do its part properly. 
Havelock held the same views, hut had been overborne. He saw, 
however, the necessity of stopping the discouragement, especially 
after talking over our Jugduluk adventures, and said he would do 
what he could. Wo wanted a strong advanced guard to move at 
three o’clock and invest the place at daybreak ; but it then came out, 
the General had decided (') on not attacking, and was listening to 
some half-caste, who assured him the man might perhaps not be 
hostile ; or, rather, this was the excuse. Col. Dennie came in on 
hearing (he never sleeps, I believe) us in Havelock’s tent, and was — 
but I must not give you all details ; suffice it to say, the immediate 
move Havelock could not accomplish, but he got us off in the after- 
noon of the 5th. The enemy fled, firing a few shots on Abbott and 
myself reconnoitring ; and though from mismanagement they were 
allowed to pass under our noses with slight loss, yet the benefit is 
incalculable. Our own men once more in spirits for anything, and 
the enemy, as well as our own Afghan troops, undeceived as to our 
being afraid to come near them. Macgregor, too, has good informa- 
tion that only the next day a large reinforcement was to have come 
in, and the country would have been up. 

So now no fear of us : never mind the newspapers. In spite of 
what has happened, a finer brigade than Sale now has I would not 
desire to see ; and if the worst comes to the worst, we shall be dis- 
covered here, unable perhaps to do much from want of ammunition, 
but not to be hurt by the enemy. More likely is it, however, that all 
will blow over, and then if the Calcutta people act prudently, and 
are seconded by good management hero, a little vigour in spring will 
make us all the stronger for this outbreak ; and then for a careful 
revision, or rather the formation of a definite system for the reten- 
tion of this country on the cheapest terms. 

Now send this to CoL Cullen with my kindest regards. 
Send, if you can, a copy to England to Mr. Loch with the same 
message; and send all or part to Col. Sim, or any friend at 
Madras ; but remember there are in this opinions not to get into 
the papers, and you know how easily these things go there. Do 
you know Lord Elphinstone ? I think not. If so, ask CoL Sim 
to give liim the news. CoL Cullen will, I dare say, do so, but 
the route is circuitous. I would have written to Lord Elphinstone 
myself, but, to say the truth, I am worked like a horse, putting up 
defences to remedy in some degree the vices of an abominable posi- 
tion they have thrust the force into, and must to work, G. B. 


Tho man in charge of the fort. 
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It may be as well to put a paragraph in the papers to counter- 
act the desponding private letters sure to go down. Do not name 
me, but say, on authority, we are well ; and having well thrashed 
the enemy, are ready to do so again. 

On November 11, Sale’s brigade resumed its naarch towards 
Jalalabad. As carriage was deficient, a quantity of baggage 
and stores was left in charge of Capt. Burn, of the Khaibar 
corps. This proceeding appears to be inexcusable when it is 
remembered that there was then a general rising among the 
Afghans, that the .Khaibar corps was wavering, and that 
Capt. Burn protested strongly against the additional temp- 
tation to mutiny and ifiunder thus supplied. 

Nevertheless he and one or two other officers were left to 
take their chance, as also were Lieut. Cunningham and a 
party of sappers who had been sent to destroy the Mamu Khcl 
fort. 

The brigade showed a disposition to march towards Jala- 
labad with more haste than was either becoming or consistent 
with the safety of the small detached party. 

Backhouse, looking back from the main body, which had 
reached Nimla, saw smoke in the direction of Mamu Khel, and 
indications that Cunningham was engaged. He told Broad- 
foot, who requested him to apply to Col. Monteath for assist- 
ance from the rear guard. Kirst Backhouse and then Broad- 
foot went and pointed out the danger of the detachment and 
the ample strength of the rear guard, but without result. The 
rear guard proceeded on its way, leaving Cunningham and his 
few men to shift for themselves. 

Late that evening Capt. Burn with some Khaibaris arrived 
in full flight, guns and baggage having been abandoned. Along 
with them Cunningham’s party came in with ammunition ex- 
hausted and having suffered severely. Even on arrival at Sale’s 
camp their danger was not over, for not being recognised in 
the dark they were received by a volley from the guard. Capt. 
Burn, with ready presence of mind, made his bugler sound 
‘ Cease firing ; ’ the order was recognised by Sale’s men, and 
the fugitives got safely into camp. 

For a long time Broadfoot failed to get Cunningham’s ser- 
vices on this occasion properly acknowledged. Ho at last 



i 


CH. II rear guard attacked at eateiiabad 45 

succeeded so far as to get Sale to publish the following garri- 
son order. 

(Extract.) December 27, 1841. 

The Major-General has also to express his best thanks to Lieut. 
Dowson, who ably assisted Capt. Gorrard, and to Lieut. Cunning- 
ham of the Sappers and Miners, whose perseverance and resolution 
in effecting the demolition of the fort appears to the Major-General 
deserving of the highest commendation. 

On the margin of this order Broadfoot added : 

Lieut. Cumiingham was sent with Sergeant-Major Kelly and 
thirty sappers to demolish the fort by mining. In the mean time Gen. 
Sale marched for Jelalabad. The janbaz horse deserted, and the 
enemy attacked the party at the fort under Capt. Gerrard. The 
fort was set on fire, yet Lieut. 0. and his party persisted till they 
blew up the towers, though often obliged to make new mines from 
the flames approaching. On their retreat tlio jezailchis were thrown 
into confusion ; and the little party of sappers and the sowars stand- 
ing firm till they rallied alone saved them. 

Next day, November 12, the brigade marched from Fateha- 
bad to Jalalabad. Col. Dennie commanded the rear guard, in 
which, on this occasion, were the mountain train and all the 
sappers. The enemy collected before the advance had left the 
ground, notwithstanding which Sale marched off as usual. The 
account of the passage of the rear guard through Fatehabad was 
written by Backhouse, and is excellent. 

The village was crowded with people on the walls and on the 
roofs of the houses as the rear guard passed ; and although these 
apparently unarmed villagers were bent upon having at us imme- 
diately they could, without being particularly noticed, join the other 
body of savages hanging on our rear, still they sat as quiet as con- 
scious innocence itself while the rear guard passed by and amongst 
them. My native officer wished to know why these scoundrels were 
not pitched into, for, says ho, ‘ they will all fire upon us in less than 
five minutes after we get past the village.’ Everyone knew this ; 
still our British forbearance will never allow us to fire upon an 
enemy before he has openly declared himself to be such. 

The expectation of attack was immediately fulfilled; the 
enemy followed the rear on to a plain and opened a brisk fire. 
It is said that Capt. Oldfield asked permission to charge, but 
was refused. Lieut. Mayne’s troop was sent back with 
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ammunition by Sale ; and Backhouse has recorded that Broad- 
foot, seeing the opportunity, got Mayne’s detachment to join 
Oldfield, persuaded the latter to charge without orders, and 
promised every support with the sappers. The cavalry drew up 
facing the enemy and immediately charged, 'Broadfoot and 
the sappers endeavouring to keep their pace. . , . The cavalry 
soon came to close quarters with the foe, who evidently little 
expected such a movement on our part, as they threw away 
their firearms instanter, and bolted clean ; not, however, un- 
scathed, for some sixty or seventy at least bit the dust to rise no 
more. This . . . created a fine stirring feeling, and, more- 
over, put a sudden and most complete stop to any further an- 
noyance during this march. . . . Broadfoot and his Sappers, 
seeing the cavalry in no need of support, took a line of his own 
to his right, and comiDletely routed the parties on the hills whom 
Dawes had opened fire upon. . . 

The official account of this affair agrees mainly with the 
above description, the chief divergence being that in the former 
it is stated that Col. Dennie ordered the charge. He at any 
rate thanked Capt. Oldfield for it, and Capt. Broadfoot for his 
soldierlike and intrepid support of the cavalry. 

Jalalabad was reached without further molestation; but 
during the night the enemy burnt the cantonments, and in the 
morning Sale moved into the town, so hastily and in such con- 
fusion as to encourage our enemies and discourage our friends. 
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CHAPTEE III, 

1841 - 42 . 

Defence of Jalalabatl — Capt. Broadfoot’s report as ft'amson engineer- Sorties 

by the garrison — Extracts from diary: fioni letter to Dr. Malcolmson 

Defensive measures —Letter to Tlioby Lrinsop— Extracts from diary 

Dr. Brydon — Wild’s failure to force the Khaibar pass — Council of war 

Letter to Havelock — Letter from Havelock— Havelock to Durand — Broad- 
foot’s memorandum— His opposition to the proposed capitulation ultimatoly 
successful. 

The town of Jalalabad is on the south side of the Kabul river, 
a little more than halfway between Kabul and Peshaw^ar. It 
was a place of considerable importance with a very fluctuating 
population ; though used as the winter residunce of the Shah, 
its defences were in a state of disrepair and dilapidation. 

The following extracts from Capt. Broadfoot’s note on the 
defensive works will give an idea of the place as it was when 
occupied hy Sale : 

On November 12, the Major-General commanding, having re. 
solved to occupy Jollalabad, directed me with a committee of ohicora 
to examine and report on the works of the place. 

The committee reported unanimously that they wore not then 
defensible against a vigorous assault. 

As will be seen in tlie accompanying plan, the town is an ir- 
regular quadrilateral, having half of the western side salient and 
the southern side broken by a deep re-entering angle. It was sur- 
rounded on every side with gardens and housos, inclosed fields, 
mosques, and ruined forts, affording strong cover to an enemy; 
these were everywhere close to the walls, and in many places con- 
nected with them. Beyond these on three sides (N. E. and W.) at 
from 400 to 000 yards run the ruins of the wall of the ancient city, 
on which the sand has accumulated so as to form a line of low 
heights, giving cover to the largest bodies of men, . . . 

Two very solid walls, ^ 300 yards apart, run from the place to 
this bank, thus inclosing on throe sides a space probably occupied 

j w. W. on the plan. 
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originally by the Mogul Emperor'a palace, but found by us to con- 
tain a large mosque, and numerous gardens and houses occupied by 
fakeers : one of the gates of the town opens into it, and it was 
traversed by a watercourse about ten feet wide, which entered the 
town by a tunnel under the rampart, large enough to admit several 
men abreast ; a similar tunnel allowed it to pass out of the town on 
the eastern side. 

The walls of the town extended about 2,100 yards, without 
reckoning the bastions, of which there were thirty-three. The works 
were of earth and in the usual style of the country, viz. a high 
thin rampart, but in a state of ruin, without parapets and without 
ditch, covered way, or out’works of any kind. 

To give some idea of the state of the works, I may mention 
that, of the committee sent to inspect them on November 13, not 
one except myself succeeded in making the circuit ; large gaps cut 
off the communication, or insecure footing compelled the officers to 
descend among the adjoining inclosures, from which it was difficult 
to find the way [to the rampart] , 

Sale consulted the officers commanding regiments or corps 
on three courses which were then open. First, whether to hold 
the whole town ; or, second, merely the Bala Hissar and such 
part of the town as was necessary ; or, third, whether it might 
not be better to withdraw from the town and form an entrenched 
camp outside. 

It was eventually decided to hold the town, and Broadfoot, 
as garrison engineer, was required to make it defensible. 

This consultation has in some books been erroneously re- 
ferred to as a council of war ; it was merely a consultation as 
above described. 

The position of the garrison was serious ; they wore parti- 
ally surrounded by the enemy, were short of provisions, and 
had on an average only 150 rounds of musket ammunition for 
each man. The Afghans kept up an irregular fire on the 
walls, and occupied the rocks opposite the south-west bastion, 
on which they executed a dance to the tune of a bagpipe. 
These rocks were afterwards known as ^ Piper’s HilL’ A sortie 
was arranged, which, though rather mismanaged, was successful. 
The cavalry killed about eighty men, the Afghans disappeared, 
and on November 16 supplies were received from the other 
side of the river. 
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Broadfoot was busy repairing and improving the works, 
ample use being found for the tools which he had insisted on 
taking with him, which, indeed, had to be supplemented by more 
made on the spot. Food was suiiplied mainly by means of 
the exertions of Capt. Macgregor. That ofliccr, in a letter to 
Capt. Mackeson, dated November 30, 1841, mentioned that the 
Afghans avoided the open plain, but kept up a desultory fire 
on the defences. Whilst this was going on at one side of the 
town, grain, flour, and other supplies were brought in un- 
opposed at the other. Such was the Oriental method of con- 
ducting a siege. 

The enemy returned to close quarters on November 28, and 
a second sortie, commanded by Col. Donnie, was organised. 
Again the infantry were mismanaged, with the exception of 
Broadfoot's Sappers, who drove the enemy from the inclosures 
along the Kabul face of the fort, and took Piper's Hill, killing 
eight or ten of them. The cavalry, as before, did well, and had 
they been supported by the infantry the results would have 
been more decisive. As it was, the garrison was unmolested 
for a long time, and the enemy applied to Kabul for a rein- 
forcement of 1,500 cavalry; ' a tacit but very handsome com- 
pliment to our 200 horse under Oldfield and Mayno, although 
the General saw no necessity of mentioning their services in 
his order of thanks.' ^ 

The entries in Broadfoot’s small diary kept at this time are 
for the most part dry records of work done, but occasion- 
ally there are references to other matters of interest. On 
December 14 he appears to have heard from Macgregor of 
William Broadfoot’s death. The entry is : “'Alas ! my fears 
were true ; he fell with Burnea on November 2. My noble and 
beloved William. On that day twelvemonth James was slain. 
Bitterness of heart is my portion, and, alas ! for home.' On 
the 1 6th he recorded : 


The General still interfering with parties about loopholes, for 
which his mania continues. A report in to-day that our troops at 
Cabool have been driven from the cantonment to the Bala Hissar. 
Another by a man sent on purpose to spread it, that a capitulation 
has taken place, and our troops are in full retreat on this place. The 
latter absurd ; but if true we are bound by no capitulation they make. 

® Backhouse's diary. 

B 
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December 18. — At the works as yesterday. Heard from Cabool, 
the letters dated the 10th, from Sir W. Maonaghten and Lady Sale. 
All inactive since the 23rd, only three days’ supplies : rumour said 
the Candahar reinforcements were near, but ho certain accounts. 

More details of the events of the 23rd ult. Colin Mackenzie 
again wounded. The cavalry charged through our infantry. The 
loss of our troops was very small, not enough to account for their tor- 
pidity. The Envoy complains of their inaction : the General urges 
the Envoy to capitulate. 

It would be insanity to do so. They would inveigle our troops 
into the passes, and on the horses dying of hunger and cold would 
attack them, seize the guns, and starve or massacre the men reduced 
by want of food, shelter, or fuel. 

The Envoy wishes to postpone capitulation to the last. It is 
wrong to judge on insufficient information, but grievous eiTors seem 
to have been committed ; may they not be fatal ! 

Why were not the troops concentrated from the first, and a pitched 
battle fought with all our strength? On November 23, it seems, 
eighteen companies of infantry and some cavalry sallied under Bri- 
gadier Shelton. Cavalry, 5,000 it is said, charged and rode through 
their ranks and back again. A fresh troop of the 5th Cavalry charged 
the enemy’s horse and recovered the gun. We pursued the enemy, 
who rallied, and forced ua to retire to the cantonments. Since then 
nothing has been done : the numbers of the enemy are less, but their 
boldness is greater. 

Capt. Woodburn was on his way to Cabool with about 100 men 
when the insurrection broke out. He was attacked, but threw him- 
self into a fort, which he defended till his ammunition failed, when 
he capitulated, on the enemy swearing on the Koran to keep faith. 
He and his men were no sooner in the enemy’s hands than they 
were murdered. Woodburn was reckoned the beat officer in the 
Shah’s service. Maegregor considers it probable the military will 
drive Sir W.Macnaghten to grant Mahomed Acbar the tonns we heard 
of, viz. Shah Sliooja to reign, with Dost Mahomed as his niinistor. 

December 19. — Heard of Sir W. Macnaghten’s answer to tho 
enemy on their proposing Dost Mahomed’s recall, our departure for 
Peshawar, and on news of that being done, their returning to the 
{ provinces under a Barukzye escort : oxxr people to lay clown their arms 
; at once, and give up the married men and their families as hostagos. 
I Sir William replied, ‘ Death is better than dishonour : we trust in 
j the God of battles, and in His name bid you come on.’ ^ 

3 It is said that this reply was Colin Mackenzie. Storms md Sun- 
BUggBBied to Sir W. Macnaghten by shine of a Soldier\s Life, vol. i. p. 235. 
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With this spirit they will do well yet ; but, unhappily, the military 
authorities are said not to share it. 

Dacemher 23.— Among the people the report is rife that the 
Envoy has capitulated. Altogether improbable — incredible ; it would 
be insanity; but all reports seem to concur as to some accommoda- 
tion having taken place. Macgregor probably guesses riglitly that 
Mahomed Acbar Khan, finding himself but a secondary person, has 
made his own terms with us, and that thus the rebcdlion is broken 
up, or at least disunion produced. 

Was asked by some officers of the 13t]i, whether I saw any of the 
fighting in the Klioord Cabool pass ! This from men whom we pre- 
ceded ; who were not even in sight while the Sappers and Dawes’s 
guns (the latter unable to act) were alone dislodging the enemy from 
his principal positions ! This is indeed the huhhle reputation. 

Received 160 pounds more of country powder. I am promised 
some sulphur and saltpetre by a Hindoo, but it must come from 
Balabagh, and Meer Ufzul, Nazir, witli a few horsemen, is stopping 
the road. Everything is difficult for want of money. Macgregor 
complains bitterly of Mackeson, but is now, happily, beginning not 
to lean on him. Hard frost, weather delightful. 

December 24. — The road across the town, from the Cazee bas- 
tion, is a great improvement, or will be if finished. One side can 
now support the other with reinforcements in a moderate time. A 
few hours’ work will finish the right flank and face, but to-morrow 
is Christmas Day and a general holiday. Seventy-five camel-loads 
of barley and Indian corn arrived for the cattle ; tliey are very ill 
off for forage. There is a good deal in the country, but we want 
money. 

Gool Shah and Uslum Khan, with others, urging me to commit 
to them the revenge of William’s death. Tlie former wants leave 
to go as soon as he can be spared to murder Amcenoollah Khan, 
Logaree. Alas ! poor William, just are their praises of thee— - 
valiant, generous, and gentle wert tliou indeed. 

December 25, Christmas Day , — A holiday for all hands. Dined 
with the 13th L.I. No news in. Wrote to Malcolmson. 

The following extracts are from this letter : 

Since I last wrote, little has occurred here, and we have had no 
news from Cabool, though rumours of every kind abound. . . . 

In the mean time, we are busy putting up defences, and, though 
executed very roughly, they are already becoming formidable 
against such enemies as are likely to oppose us. The work has 
been, and continues to be, a great one. The walls were ruinous, 
and, in a great portion of the circumference, more accessible from 
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the outside than the inside. This is already all changed. Nothing 
can he more admirable than the cheerfulness and goodwill with 
which the troops labour. Never was a finer body of men assembled. 
Confidence, too, is greatly restored, and we are tolerably well off for 
provisions. Had we but money we should be all right, but we 
have none, though some, I hear, has at last been despatched from 
Peshawur. 

We have also got a small quantity of powder from the neigh- 
bourhood, and are getting houses [built] for the troops. Altogether, 
we are getting into that state which would render it clearly our 
duty to hold our ground here, whatever may be determined on at 
Cabool. But I trust they will submit to no unworthy terms. 

My health is good : the work from the first day till now I have 
taken great interest in ; in fact, were it not for the bitter loss of 
William, I should be happy, for I am actively employed, and cannot 
but feel myself, or at least hope, I am useful. 

I have some thought of publishing a short statement of our 
operations (that is this force — not the Cabool people), at any rate I 
shall draw one out, and you shall see it. Havelock is going to 
publish also, and I shall give him plans, sections, &c., and show 
him the paper I write. 

People seem to think here I am one of those sure of the 
brevet-majority and O.B. It may be so, and I should certainly bo 
gratified exceedingly were it so, for I should feel conscious of at 
least trying to deserve it ; but the want of William, and the thought 
of the sorrow at home, embitter every thought of the future. How 
he would have shone in the present gloom at Cabool ! 

I hear there is an ‘ Englishman ’ paper in (I have not seen it), 
saying we must have succumbed before succours can reach. Do 
not fear for us. This force if rightly managed will hold its own. 
It was indeed once in a had way, but, as I wrote you at the time, 
it would have been our own fault had it been destroyed. Wo 
could always, if we had not got provisions, have fought our way to 
meet our reinforcements ; and now, if we manage well, we could 
sustain here the attack of all Afghanistan. Despondency has been 
our chief danger here. Do not let it extend to India, or evil might 
indeed befall. And make them keep off a Burmese war. But I 
forget you are out of the way of all these things in the far West. 

December 26.^ — At work as before. Opened a road from the 
new bastion to the Cazee bastion, a most useful work. News- 
papers in from India — the Genera? s despatches — the Sappers never 
mentioned ! General indignation thereat — spoke to Plavelock and 
Wade pretty freely regarding it, 

December 27.— Trying to make the best of the vicious tracing 
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of these old works. Treasure 25,000 rs. arrived from Peshawur at 
last, brought by horsemen in the service of Torabaz Khan. More 
on the road. The horsemen seemed much astonished at the works 
we have put up. 

The first brigade of the reinforcements arrived at Peshawur on 
the 24th. Clerk’s sending on these reinforcements was a vigorous 
and wise measure. The objects to be gained justified risking them 
in the Punjab, We have to a certain extent saved ourselves, but 
we owed much to the knowledge the Afghans had that these troops 
were on their way. It encouraged our friends, and gradually dis- 
heartened the enemy. 

Have had no time to write to anyone. No news from Cabool. 

Cunningham and Gerrard at length noticed in orders ^ for the 
Mamoo Khel affair. This is in consequence of a letter (official) sent 
in by Backhouse, remonstrating on the neglect of it hitherto. The 
General uses my words regarding Cunningham persevering in the 
mining when the place was on fire. It was paid no attention to 
formerly. 

December 28. — At work as usual. Lost the morning in going 
round the place with Col. Monteath to choose an encamping 
ground for tlie troops coming up. The Colonel does not willingly 
adopt suggestions, as I found at Khoord Cabool, where it required 
poor Jenkins’s death and the loss of many men to convince him how 
faulty was the position of the right picket. He agreed to occupy 
the rocks, but declined placing the troops so that the fort and 
they could help each other ; and gave reasons which told more 
strongly against his position than the othor.^ However, I obeyed 
orders in going. Eain fell, and I got wet : not very well at night. 

The entries regarding the next fow days refer as usual to 
the progress which was being made with the defensive works. 
A report, afterwards confirmed, of the murder of Sir W. 
Macnaghten is also noticed. With reference to the effect this 
news might have, Broadfoot wrote : ‘ All I fear is panic in our 
leaders, and consequently in the troops. We are strong if that 
be kept off ; strong enough to do great deeds. Eeinforcements 
are at Peshawur. In a week or ton days they should be here, 
and if my voice can do anything to urge our leaders, we shall 
then resume, what with such enemies should seldom be aban- 
doned, the offensive.’ 

* See p. 45. the position he wished to put the 

* Means apparently that the reasons troops in than against the one advo- 

given by Monteath told more against ^ cated by Oapt, Broadfoot, 
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January 1, 1842. — Little doubt seems to be now entertained 
of Sir W. Macnagliten’s fate. They must have had very hard work 
at Cabool; we shall no doubt hear of great suffering and much 
heroism when the communication is reopened. Poor Trevor was a 
fine fellow. Wade spoke to-day of a report of the state of the 
works, and mention of the Sappers. . . . Spoke to Havelock about it. 
Wrote to Thoby Prinsep. 

The first part of the letter referred to has already been 
quoted ; ^ the second, with the exception of a long postscript, 
may now appropriately follow. 

You of course know all our news from Macgregor’s communica- 
tions. The reinforcements are soon expected; and as to the Khyber, 
if they cannot force that they are hardly worth having, or rather 
their commanders might be spared ; but the Khyberees will, we 
hope, not oppose. The rumours of poor Macnaghten’s murder are 
confirmed from every side, and the details reported you of course 
know, I am truly sorry for him ; he was a kind man, and specially 
so to me as a friend of yours. His late firmness, too, redeemed 
many errors. They have had a severe struggle at Cabool, and 
still have ; but if they are only well handled, and in each effort 
exert all their strength, they will deliver themselves. If they con- 
tinue in jeopardy, their relief must be our care. A winter march is 
an undertaking of great difficulty ; but nothing is impossible with 
forethought, due preparation, and calm obstinate courage. But 
these are rare qualities, all wanting here ; gallantry and right- 
heartedness we have, but not the nerve to look the very worst in 
the face, and by preparing, or even unprepared, to meet it unshaken. 
I have crossed the Alps twice in different parts in winter, and 
have travelled in German mountains in snow, and once had to 
travel on foot the Apennines also, and I was born in the latitude of 
St. Petersburg. The dangers, and the means of meeting them, of 
a winter expedition I have therefore some notion of ; scarcely another 
man here has, and while the majority speak of the attempt in a way 
unbecoming men called to a struggle like ours, others consider it so 
easy that its unavoidable difficulties will, as we have already seen 
in other cases, scare them at the moment when vigorous persever- 
ance alone can save. An attempt to relieve Cabool at once should 
be made, if we find any tolerable prospect of success in doing so, 
but ought not to be risked unless absolutely necessary. With 
arrangement we might do it ; even with such moderate share of it 
as we are likely to have, we might get through if the weather was 

* See p, 30. 
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fine ; but if snow storms come on and we are vigorously opposed, 
we should have to strain every nerve to avoid signal disaster. I am 
now glad Colin is wounded, or he would have been with poor Mae- 
naghten. 

What a tragic history is this we are making, but yet how noble 
a struggle to be engaged in ! Enough to make men of women. 

One good, a great good, will arise from this evil : no treaty is 
now possible till it be dictated by us as conquerors — by us, here, 
together with the reinforcements we will hope ; but even should it 
be by a new army of the Indus, our destruction would be a less 
evil to the State than any treaty impeding what ought now and 
easily can be achieved, the conquest of this country. Eecede from 
it we never can, or it ceases to he in our interests, or even neutral. 
We must regard it as a fortress to beheld for the security of India ; 
a certain expense, indeed, but an inevitable one, and one to be 
diminished to the utmost. This diminution can only be effected by 
governing it o^irselves, not introducing Indian regulations more 
than Elnglish law, by wholesale, but administering and improving 
its firances, and tranquillising it by breaking all military power 
but our own, and, to the extent necessary to secure these objects, 
admmitermg justice. 

Newr mind these fellows gathering, we have made this place 
now debnsible against an attack de vwe force ; formerly we could 
not havi kept them out if they had tried to get in, they could have 
forced ui to a street fight ; but our true line of defence is going out 
and figlhng, and if that be rightly done, no fear of them; let the 
worst cone, you may have an army round by Candahar before they 
have succeeded in demolishing us. G. B. 

Maegreror is a good man ; it is not with him the aversion to pre- 
vious preparation lies. As I was carrying this to the postmaster, I 
learned the afflicting intelligence that poor Colin was with Mac- 
naghten, anl is now a prisoner in CabooL Most deeply do I sym- 
pathise with you all and with all his relations. But there is yet 
hope, and god hope; they have not yet murdered any of the 
prisoners, no is it likely they wiU now do so, for it would defeat 
their end in swing them at first. In the mean time, their deliver- 
ance must be \m aim ; and if I have hitherto never ceased to urge 
preparation ouour leaders for every emergency, and to make it, aa 
far as concernd me, my efforts shall not slacken now that private 
affection joins vth the sense of duty and the call of honour. Doubly 
needful is it nm that a blow should be struck the moment the re- 
inforcements arive ; and while the dishearteningnews is still spread- 
ing among the eemy, let it be followed up each day by accounts 
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of a fresh blow inflicted on them. This will spread dismay and dis- 
union among them at Cabool. Should they carry off their hostages, 
we must follow them wherever they are harboured, be it in Plerat or 
Bokhara. 

Think not these are mere opinions founded on feeling. If we 
mean, among a warHke and hitherto never perfectly subdued people, 
to avoid incessant rebellions, with all the expense of repressing 
them, and continually being ready to meet them, it must be by 
showing them once for all, that much as we have borne, it is not 
from weakness ; that no combination is beyond our power to crush, 
and that from our power there is no refuge. Nothing but showing 
beyond all doubt that insurrection ishopeless, will effectually prevent 
it ; but that loill do so, and now is the time to secure ourselves for 
the future. 

But what are we to say to Pottinger’s communications : a retreat 
on us, to evacuate the coimtry ! and this the defender of Herat ! 
the most fortunate naan at this moment in Asia ! Filling a dtua- 
tion insuring a harvest of glory, a man would part with ten years 
to have so fair a trial. There must surely bo circumstames we 
know nothuig of to bring this on.*^ If they do agree to abaiuon the 
country, it will fearfully complicate our evils for a time, for ve here 
are in no way bound by such convention till the Governnent of 
India ratifies it, and that of course you will never dream :)f. Nor 
can they include us in any convention. A general, not the absolute 
ruler of a state, can only capitulate for those under his ova orders, 
for the instant he capitulates he ceases to command ; jbdicates, 
i])so facto ^ all authority over all not in the same straits ai himself. 
He yields to force ; those not subject to that force are nci bound to 
yield to commands he, no longer a free agent, is compel'ed to give. 

But will they not revenge our resistance on the retr Citing force ? 
They will, perhaps, try to do so, but that breaks tlicu truce also, 
and, united, we can be at them. In any case let us fight to the 
uttermost to rescue our brethren or make thorn victorous, but not 
sell our country as the price of saving them from attak. 

What a change from the unvarying glory of the ast half cen- 
tury, when such questions are seriously discussed. lut all will yet 
be right, if you and we acquit ourselves hke men. No shall soon 
know of the retreat commencing, if ever they attc^ipt it, for the 
whole country will rise, and then, come what may our duty is to 
prolong the struggle till able to conquer. 

’ WhenBroadfootwroto tliesolinea rouse the chief rditary oflScers to a 
he did not know that Pottingor had to sense of duty and 'f honour — without 
he best of his ability endeavoured to success. 
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But younger, or at least more energetic, men must loe employed 
Seniority will not answer. Brevet rank should remedy the evil 
Bank given for service no one can grudge or envy. This brigade 
has done more than many forces where the brevet has been given 
and as I feel injustice done to me, and the public voice before th( 
despatches appeared in print had pointed me out for anything 
given, I shall ask the General to remedy his injustice ; and if In 
does not, shall send you a statement of the case, to show hov 
matters really stand. 

If Pottinger attempts to capitulate and retreat, they will pro 
bably inveigle them into the passes and attack them, and heav; 
indeed would be their loss without cattle, fuel, or food, assailec 
night and day amidst the snow. Consider that our brigade (mis 
managed certainly, but will they do better ?) lost 250 killed am 
wounded betwoeu Cabool and Gimdumuk. 

As to Shah Sliooja, the partner of the Kafirs, the country wil 
regard his fate with indifference. Pension him liberally, but d( 
not govern through him : either you make him such a cipher tha 
he and his, being the scorn of the country, will hate and thwar 
us, who make them so ; or else, power in his or any other Asiati( 
hands, so situated, will be exercised alternately with feebleness ant 
tyranny, hut always clumsily, odiously to the people, and expen 
sivoly to us. Nor is there any broach of faith in this. We set uj 
the Shah at our own charge that lie might keep Afghanistai 
friendly to us, hut he cannot iierform his part of the contract ; ht 
cannot hold ii for himself; and the same necessity of solf-preserva 
tion that justified our sweeping away the da facto rulers to mab 
room for this experiment, justilies us in resorting to other mean; 
when those fail. Especially as the Shah could not fail to be ai 
enormous gainer compared with what he was at Loodhiana. Ou 
choice rests between this course and ro-onacting, without the sami 
excuse of novelty of situation, the Carnatic history of Chunda Sahil 
and Maliomed Ali and Wala Jah down to the forced abdications o 
Lord Wellesley’s administrations. Clamour of injustice there wil 
be in cither case : in the one, once for all, and a drain on ou 
finances permanently limited, and brought under onr own control 
in the other, for a generation or two, wilh the accompaniments al 
that time of misgovernment and its results, discontent, revolt, an< 
waste of our resources. 

Now this is pretty well from me to a member of Government 
but a report is just in that the enemy are gathering again a 
Balabagh ; likely enough ; we shall probably have hard work befor 
you read this, and some, if not many of us, be for ever at rest, ani 
none more likely than myself, for my escape hitherto has gon 
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beyond the chances, for though forgotten in the despatches, no fear 
of our being omitted in the hour of danger. So he it. But if angry 
at my presumption, be appeased by the reflection that the offence 
may never be repeated. Should this happen, the truth will then 
out, and what little bubble of reputation I ought to have will be 
accorded to me dead, and I trust please my friends, and in time 
soothe my heartbroken relations at home, for such this fatal 2nd 
of November must have made them. . . . 

If I fall, pray inquire as to the services of the Sappers, and do not 
forget my two officers Orr and Cunningham, and two sergeants 
Kelly and Bruen. They have done good service to their country, and 
do not forget the corps at large. But, to turn before parting to some- 
thing better, give my kindest regards to all your circle, and say I 
fully expect yet to take the place in it once more I so greatly valued, 
and should it be minus an arm or a leg, the ladies will have pity on 
iliB^auvre cstro^id. And Colin, too, I mean to bring wiih me. 

Believe me &c. 

G. Buoadfoot. 

Extracts from Capt. Broadfoot’s diary are now continued ; 
they serve to show much that was passing in his mind, and 
illustrate some of the difficulties with which he had to contend. 
The continued exposure to the glare of the sun had Iprought 
on severe inflammation in one of his eyes, and the hard work 
and bad food seem to have made his general state of health 
unsatisfactory. He had urged that plans of operations in 
case of certain eventualities should be prepared, and that 
officers should be made familiar with them, so that when the 
time came no delay in taking action might occur. But this, 
like much else which he urged, though wise and prudent, was 
opposed. 

Recommended once more that a plan should be fixed. Macgregor 
objects the uncertainty of events. True, but let us fix with reference 
to probable or even to all conceivable issues, and see what answers 
in all cases, and be ready to execute that at once when reinforcements 
come. 

January 1 , — Bastion finished before breakfast. Some grasscutters 
destroyed by the enemy near Khoosh Goombuz ; our cavalry pursued 
them in vain, Hindoo merchant has sulphur at Killa e Bukhtan on 
this side of Chahar bagh. Urged Macgregor to get the General to let 
me take out a detachment to bring in that, and Macgregor suggested 
forage also. An excellent hint, but the General told Macgregor that 
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he did not want powder ! but would see about forage. Nothing has 
been done — deplorable imbecility ! exposing us to the contempt of 
the country, and encouraging [our enemies], 

I had arranged to get materials for gabions, but the native [who 
was to go out and collect them] wanted a guard. On asking for it 
the General could not see the use of gabions ! I said in case of going 
out to attack these forts in the neighbourhood they would be required 
for batteries. He did not see the use of batteries. I told him he 
would not get his artillery to do much without them, and on his 
denying this mentioned Abbott’s refusing to continue firing at Tezeen 
under a musketry fire. He denied this ! I reaffirmed and said it 
was this that made me attack the fort. He denied my attack, and 
said CoL.Dennie and the 13th took it. I told him they did not; and 
that the Sappers alone did so. He said then it made very little re- 
sistance, and was open ! I said the resistance was little, but I had 
to force an entrance, and blow off the bolt of the wicket to get in. 
He seemed ashamed, and thought, I fancy, of his despatch. 

He has also prohibited the removal of the huts on the ramparts, 
declaring them useful as the men are on their posts ! forgetting that 
so much parapet is lost and the rampart rendered impassable except 
by narrow doors through huts encumbered by bedding &c. 

Wrote to Thoby Prmsep. 

Maegregor doubtful, I grieve to find, about holding out, 

January 9. — Throe Achikzye horsemen brought in a peremp- 
tory order from Gen. Elphinstone to Gen. Sale to quit Jelalabad 
for Peshawur. The order was ‘to be delivered by the new 
Governor.’ 

Answer : that it is of an old date, and not delivered by the person 
named ; and as Mahomed Acbar Khan’s proclamations are about, 
calling on the people here to attack ns, what security have we that 
we shall have a safe passage to Peshawur ? 

In the mean time the reinforcements arc at Jumrood, and 
rumoured to he farther on. 

Our duty in every case is clear — to stand fast to the last, unless 
our Government resolve to abandon the contest, an unlikely con- 
tingency. 

Wrote a few linos to Malcolmson and Thoby Prinsep. Hear 
Colin Mackenzie and the others arc released ; I fervently trust it is 
true. 

Eeferring to the refusal to obey Elphinstone’s order, Broad- 
foot wrote to Malcolmson : 

. . . The General declines acting till further advices are received. 
This is all right, but the trying time will be when the force (if ever) 
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comes down.® We must then encourage the old General by every 
means to hold out, for this place is more defensible now against 
Afghans than many places held out against better troops for very long 
periods at the earlier epochs of our Indian history. I for one protest 
against yielding ; but I must close. 

In a postscript he complained about the omission in 
despatches of mention of the Sappers, and said he was about 
to address a remonstrance to Sale. 

They are the only corps omitted, and I the only commanding 
officer, and you may print if you like that they have been scanda- 
lously used in buiidng their exploits and even ascribing what they 
did to others, as the capture of a fort at Tezeen. 

January 10, — Eyes too much inflamed to write. News from 
Cabool of the 4th. Lawrence writes for Pottinger, and such a letter I 
contradictory and absurd. Sturt writes the General — the King’s 
party looking up unaided by us — and we ! I blush to think of it — 
such terms as we have made.^ 

Attempts made to corrupt our men reported to mo by tliomselves, 
hitherto unsuccessful ; but not so, I fear, with the Juzailchees. 

At this very critical period a part of Capt, Broadfoot’s 
diary has been lost. From January 10 to February 1 the 
leaves have disappeared, and all endeavour to trace them has 
been fruitless. When Major Broadfoot was killed in 1845, the 
diary was in the hands of the late Sir H. Havelock, who sent 
it to Broadfoot’s successor in office, Sir H. Lawrence, from 
whom it was received some years after by Major Broadfoot’s 
family without the pages referred to. 

On January 12, Backhouse recommended that the camp 
followers should he armed to increase the number of available 
defenders ; and on the 13th, Dr. Brydon, severely wounded and 
clinging to an exhausted pony, was seen from the walls and 
brought in. He was, with the exception of the prisoners and 
hostages in Akbar Khan’s power, the sole survivor of the un- 
fortunate Kabul army. 

His dreadful story still further depressed the Jalalabad 
garrison, already in sufficiently low spirits. But they hoped 
much from Wild’s force at Peshawar. These hopes were not 

® Refers to the Kabul force. from Kabul and the terms under which 

® These remarks refer to the news Kabul was evacuated. 
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shared by Broadfoot ; he divined correctly the probable failure 
of assistance from that source, and on learning the destruction 
of the Kabul force, he, as garrison engineer, laid the facts re- 
garding the state of Jalalabad before Major-Gen. Sir E. Sale^ 
and pointed out that unless he were prepared to hold the place 
to the last extremity, he should retreat that night, and fight 
his way out of the country. A plan of operations was prepared ; 
the retreat was to be conducted as a military measure without 
convention or agreement with the enemy. But Sale, believing 
in Wild’s assistance, decided to remain, and wrote to the Com- 
mander -in- Chief that he had resolved on tho most deterrained 
defence of the place, relying on the promise of early relief, the 
necessity for which he again strongly urged. ^ 

Wild’s brigade failed to penetrate the Khaibar, and Sale, on 
learning this, seems to have been appalled by a situation which 
a few days before ho declined to contcmidate. 

With tho assistance of Capt. Macgi-egor he devised a scheme 
for the evacuation of Jalalabad under a convention with the 
Afghans, and on January 26, 1842, he summoned a council 
of war to listen to and approve of proposals in which the honour 
and safety of the garrison were involved. 

Broadfoot, as has been stated, had foreseen the danger, and 
when confronted with it was diflcrently affected. The following 
extracts from a letter written on January 25 to Mrs. Bayley 
show the lino of conduct which lie considered should be followed 
before he was awaro of the proposals about to bo recommended 
to tho council. It should be mentioned tliat the nows of the 
Kal)ul disasters appeared to have completely ])aralysGd the 
Governor- General and Council in Calcutta. Instead of putting 
forth all thoir strength and using every resource at their dis- 
posal to relievo tho Jalalabad garrison, the Government seemed 
unable or unwilling to givo them prompt assistance. 

By labours rarely equalled wo have given time to the Govern- 
ment to relievo us and retrieve tho national fortunes ; they have 
not used the opportunity, but sent battalions instead of armies, and 
we shall perhaps, nay prohahiy^ perish. But we shall fall with 
honour, with tho consciousness that history will acquit m of 
failing in our duty, and acknowledge that even though destroyed 
we have given time for the first dangerous terror to subside, 

* Major-Gen. Sir R. Sale to Major-Gen. Lumley, January 13, 1841. 
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and rendered the conquest of this country still possible, though 
with a difficulty and national effort tenfold greater than if advan- 
tage had been vigorously taken of our resistance. Gen. Pollock is 
approaching, but he has with him two battalions only, and will 
find but four, defeated and dispirited. If he succeeds (and four batta- 
lions would have easily succeeded at first), we may yet hold out 
here till the army for Cabool arrives ; but if he fails (and every 
obstacle will now be accumulated against him), none of us may 
live to tell the tale of our fall; but glorious, or at least honourable, 
rely on it, it will be. 

The proceedings and decisions of the council of war, when 
it first met and afterwards reassembled, are of all the events 
connected with Sale’s brigade the most memorable and im- 
portant. For in that assembly the question whether to defend 
the ]3lace to extremity and maintain untarnished the honour 
of their arms, or to negotiate with the enemy for capitulation, 
was discussed and eventually decided. 

The council consisted of Major-Gen. Sir Eobert Sale, presi- 
dent, with the following officers as members: Col. Eennie, C.B., 
13th L.I. ; Col. Monteath, C.B., 35th N.I.; Captains Abbott, 
Backhouse, and Macgregor, Bengal Artillery, the latter being 
the Political Officer ; Capt. Oldfield, 5tli Bengal Cavalry ; and 
Capt. Broadfoot, of Broadfoot’s Sappers, garrison engineer. 

Captains Havelock and Wade were present as members of 
the General’s staff, and recorded proceedings; but they had no 
vote, and consequently could not directly influence the decision. 
The records connected with the proceedings were in Havelock’s 
charge, and the following correspondence will explain why Capt. 
Broadfoot thought it necessary to draw up a memorandum on 
the subject and to obtain Havelock’s testimony to its accuracy. 

Major Broadfoot to Major Havelock, 

Steamer ‘ Enterprise : ’ April 10, 1845. 

My dear Havelock, — You remember my coming to you in 
Perozpore after meeting Macgregor at Haddock's, and your telling 
ne of your having been deprived somewhat suddenly of all the docu- 
nents regarding our Jellalabad parliaments. I then, I think, told 
rou I should draw out a sketch of what I remembered of them, and 
eave copies with my friends. Well, the night of my departure from 
Delhi, I wrote one in great haste and left it with Durand, together 
vith what was more trustworthy, as not liable to errors of memory, 
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viz. such copies of documents as I had preserved. Now, in the 
former there was the trace of the ludicrous portion of the debates, 
and of what was worse, too visible ; there were also omissions, &:c. ; 
so I have, in these respects, amended it, and propose sending you 
a copy of the amended one, and ashing you to apprise Durand and 
myself if you found any points erroneously stated, distinguishing 
between what you may merely not remember, and what you know 
I am mistaken in. 

I have not time, however, before gettting out of the river to 
make another copy for Durand. I therefore send him this with a 
request that he will forward it to you. Kindly point out to him any 
errors you may notice ; and if you think it worth while, keep a copy 
of the paper. If you would like copies of the documents I have, you 
shall have them. Among them is the French letter which made such 
an impression, and the copy of my own reasons for voting as I did. 

Should you have copies of the Persian papers, I wish you would 
let me have transcripts, though, on second thoughts, your having 
been recently deprived of them may render it improper in you now 
to communicate them. You had them as in Gen. Sale’s confi- 
dence, and are bound by his wish for concealment. I had them as 
a voting member, and am not so bound ; but mind, I nevertheless 
desire iciot imhlicity, 

I believe I told you it was a note of mine to Malcolmson, written 
at the time, which made the more fact of councils having assembled 
known ; but I find from Malcolmson it was not. 

That note went with the official papers (Macgregor’s) by a cossid,^ 
who was Idlled ; or, at any rate, never reached. Another man carried 
a line from mo to Mackeson, begging him to give my news to Mal- 
colmson ; and in this I mentioned my regret at what I took for 
granted he know, our having offered to capitulate ; we were then 
waiting the answer. 

I need not tell you this summary is by no means intended as a 
full account of the councils. Such an account is nearly impossible, 
as you know, from the heat and irregularity of the debates ; two or 
three discussions going on at the same time occasionally, and the 
same arguments urged and answered over and over. I have merely 
endeavoured to give the general scope of the reasonings on both sides 
and the results. I think the account of the ^letter actually sent is 
something near the mark, and that is the main point, 

I am going now to an old scene, but to new duties,® and have some 
difficulties to encounter ; and I confess to you, I never before entered 

* Cossid, iapd, courier, messenger, miasioner of the Tenasserim Pro- 

® He had been appointed Com- vinces* 
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on duties with more anxiety or less cheerful anticipation. Save 
perhaps on first going into Jellalabad, amidst all that you remember ; 
but then there was the stimulus of the enemy at the door. How- 
ever, now as then, I shall do my best, and for the best. 

I am ^■ery sorry I was not able to see Mrs. Havelock, but here is 
the dak-boat, and I must conclude. Let me hear from you ; I shall 
write on this voyage, and despatch it from Maulmain. 

Ever &c. 

Gr. Broadfoot. 

P.S. — I have no time to write to Durand. I must send him this 
for transmission. The pencil marks were for you, but there is no 
harm hr Durand seeing them. 

M([jor Havelock to Major Broadfoot, C.B. 

Kussowlee: May 1, 1843. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I got some days ago yours of the lOtli ult. 
I have perused carefully your notes on the councils in Jellalabad, 
and compared them with such memoranda as I have still in my 
possession. I consider that they contribute a fair and correct state- 
ment of that which occurred. There are certainly one or two little 
incidents mentioned which I either did not observe or have for- 
gotten. I do not recollect Col. Monteatli, for mstanco, having 
quoted poetry. But I might have been out of the room at the 
moment, or my attention might have been attracted to something 
else (for in all jackdaw parliaments such distractions are frequent), or 
the fact of the gallant Colonel’s usual declamation having something 
of the character of prose upon stilts might have prevented my re- 
marking that he had taken a flight bodily into the poetic region. In 
every material point your recollections so closely comcide with mine, 
that I have not thought it necessary to append any remarks to your 
paper before returning it to Durand. I propose to copy it to-day, 
and shall be most thankful to you for a transcript of your reasons 
for your vote, as well as of the French letter, and any other docu- 
ments which you may have regarding the councils. 

I was only yesterday, by a letter from my wife, made aware that 
you had been at Serampore at all. I share in her regret that she 
was in Calcutta at the time. John Marshman’s numerous avoca- 
tions have prevented him from sending me a line for, I think, the 
last two months. 

I have to thank you for the copy of the ‘ Englishman ’ containing 
your letter respecting the Eoodee Kheil affair.^ Here, too, my 

This refers to the action at Mamu Khol, shortly before Pollock’s force 
marched to Kabul. See pp. 134-152. 
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recollections generally confirm yours. I did not know, indeed, that 
the detachment of the 9th had been formally placed at your dis- 
posal ; but I saw you leading the attack which they made. I think 
the only man who fell was a grenadier, and, if so, Ogle, who pro- 
bably was with his company, was your senior ; but we know that in 
helter-skelter skrimmages (and the pursuit at Koodee Kheil was 
eminently such) portions of troops often act under the orders of a 
forward junior, whilst a senior is carried along with them, inadver- 
tent of the circumstance, or unwilling or unable to rectify the error 
in the hurry of events. Col. Taylor is an active, very gallant, and 
intelligent of&cer, too, but not a man of very clear ideas or sound 
judgment, and has shown the defects in his character in this in- 
stance, by exposing publicly in the columns of a newspaper, the little 
jealousy excited m his mind by the assertion that you had com- 
manded a part of the Queen’s 9th Eegiment. 

I do not know what kind of difficulties you have to encounter in 
governing the Tenasserim Provinces, but will guess that they may be 
those which, in peace or war, my small experience has always shown 
me to be the most formidable — ^viz. the selfishness, obstinacy, and 
imbecility of those who ought to be coadjutors, but whose minds are 
absorbed, that of each in the pursuit of his own private ends, et 
totus in ilUs, 

Most sincerely do I wish you success, and pray you to believe 
me, ever &c. H. Havelock. 

P.S. May 5. — Before despatching this, your kind letter of the 
15th reached me, but to it I will reply separately and at the length 
the generosity of its sentiments merits. H, H. 

I have taken a copy of your paper regarding the councils. 

Major Havelock to Gapt, Dnrand. 

Kussowlee : May 1, 1843. 

My dear Durand, — I have read over Broadfoot’s memoir regard- 
ing the councils of war in Jellalabad, and compared it with such 
memoranda as I possess. I consider it a faithful account of that 
which occurred. 

As was to be expected, some minor incidents have adhered to hia 
memory which have escaped mine,, such as Col. Monteath’s quoting 
poetry and the like ; and of course if I were to tell the story I should 
introduce like personal anecdotes, which he has forgotten, such as 
the astounding vehemence with which Oldfield exclaimed, * I for one 
will fight here to the last drop of my blood, but I plainly declare that 
I will never be a hostage, and I am surprised anyone should propose 
such a thing, or think that an Afghan’s word is to be taken for any- 
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thing.’ But the account of the debates as given by Broadfoot is so 
correct that I have thought it unnecessary to attach any remarks to 
his sketch. Oldfield and Broadfoot were the only two who voted at 
the first council absolutely against treating to quit the country. 

As to the imputed excesses of our troops in the last campaign, a 
distinction is to be drawn between the punishment inflicted by 
authority, such as the destruction of the bazaar and mosque at 
Cabool, Khuda Baksh Khan’s fort at Tezeen, and the conflagration 
of Istalifl, Lughmanee, Charekar, &c., and the irregularities of the 
troops and followers arising from a relaxed discipline. 

The former in my opinion were far too slight, and ought to have 
been carried much farther, certainly to the utter destruction of the 
Bala Hissar, and the devastation of the valley of Logar, Tootoo, and 
Hissaruk ; all the G-hilzie villages near Jugdulluck, and finally Teera, 
the Khyberee capital. The latter® of course ought to have been none 
at all; the previous provocation considered, they were not great. 
But a heretic like me can hardly hope to be listened to on this sub- 
ject, seeing that I hold the ultra, and perhaps irregular, opinion of 
the expediency of keeping Afghanistan altogether, in the way of 
complete subjugation, after having once come there. 

Kindly forward the accompanying to the Tenasserim governor, 
and believe me &c. H. Havelock. 

Capt Durand to Major Broadfoot^ C.B. 

Barrackpore ; July 17, 1843. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I have long kept these papers with the view 
of myself taking a copy of them ; but finding that this remains as little 
advanced as on the day I received them from Havelock, I return the 
documents with his two notes, one to yourself, one to me. The latter 
you can at your convenience return to me. If you can by a confi- 
dential person have a copy made for me of your memorandum, I 
should be obliged. 

We reached this place on the 12tli, and on the 13th Lord Ellen- 
borough resumed his seat in Council. 

I hope soon to hear good news from your quarter ; and send this 
to the Foreign Office with a request to Thomason that it may be 
sent with the next Government despatches for Moulmein. 

Mr. Bird is continued as Deputy Governor of Bengal. Mr. Mad- 
dock is laid up with a troublesome thumb. All else much as usual 
in this quarter, by no means a favourite one with myself. 

Yours sincerely, 

H. M. Dueand. 


* ‘ The latter : ’ that is, the irregularities from relaxed discipline. 
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Broadfoot’s memorandum referred to in these letters will 
be found of great interest. It is printed as nearly as possible 
as it is written ; the original is in his own handwriting, the 
remarks on the margin are partly in his and partly in Have- 
lock’s writing. 


COUNCILS OF WAR IN JBLLALABAD. 


Motes hy Major Broadfoot and 
Eemarhs hy Major Hmry 
Havelock, 


“ Over the Cabool gate, 
about half an hour after Bry- 
don camo in, Holcombe reported 
the massacre as going on close 
at hand. I took out some of the 
Sappers, but was recalled. On 
coming back I found the gates 
shut, and the (leneral and all 
the officers over the Cabool 
gate ; the poor Oeneral looking 
out with a spy-glass CabooR 
ward. It was there our con- 
versation took place.— G. B. 

I perfectly recollect this. 

H. H. 

^ You, I believe, kept a 
detailed journal, and may re* 


Memorandum hy Major Broadfoot on 
the proceedings of the Goimcils of 
War, 

Here is all I have regarding our 
councils of war, or at any rate all that 
was written at the time. The affair 
happened thus : 

Early in January, Capt. Macke- 
son announced his purpose of divi- 
ding Brigadier Wild’s force : of course 
failure was looked for. On the 13th 
Dr. Brydoii came in. To hold Jella- 
labad now became of great importance, 
but of as great difficulty. Not ex- 
pecting help from Beshawur, and not 
believing Gen. Sale and Capt. Mac- 
gregor equal to face a struggle such as 
might occur ; knowing them botli also 
to be in the habit of keeping away the 
belief in danger, rather than of esti- 
mating and preparing for it ; I begged 
Capt. Havelock®' to lay the case before 
the General, and tell him, if he found 
himself unequal to a defence to ex- 
tremity, he should retreat that niglit 
when it was still possible. The 
General resolved to stand his ground, 
and the letter to the Commander-in- 
chief was written. 

The defeat of GoL Wild’s force in 
the Khyber was announced. 

A letter from Shah Shoojah was 
received asking Capt. Maegregor what 
his intentions were, nothing more,'* 

It ran thus : * Your people have 
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member if there was anything 
else. Gr. B. 

Nothing of importance. 

H. H. 

“ In this, or in the one laid 
before the second council of 
war, he intimated that if we 
only supplied him with money, 
he did not want our troops, but 
would hold the country — for us. 

G-.B. 

All Shah Shooja’s private 
letters spoke much of money, 
and of his not requiring our 
troops, but especially that laid 
before the second council. 

H. H. 


We had previously had 
all the papers said to bear on 
the question read to us and 
laid on the table ; but this was 
kept back. It had been re- 
ceived before Brydon came in. 

G. B. 


Major BroadfooVs Memorandum — cont. 

concluded a treaty with us ; you are 
still in Jellalabad ; what are your in- 
tentions ? tell us quickly.’ A private 
letter from the King was full of pro- 
fessions of friendship.*^ 

The council of war was called, and 
assembled at Gen. Sale’s quarters. 

The General said he had called us 
to consult on a matter on which Capt. 
Macgregor and himself were agreed, 
and which Capt. M. would explain. 

Capt. Macgregor then detailed the 
circumstances we were in as he viewed 
them : he and Sale saying we had 
nothing to hope from Government. 
Capt. Macgregor, moreover, said that, 
though he reserved his right to do as 
he pleased, he was willing to hear our 
opinion as to offers he had from Ma- 
homed Akbar (now in Lughman), to 
treat for the evacuation of the country 
and restoration of Dost Mahomed. 
The excitement in the council of war 
was great. 

I maintained we had no grounds 
to think the Government had aban- 
doned us, though their measures were 
weak. Gen. Sale, in the heat of dis- 
pute, quoted the terms of the French 
letter, and Capt. Macgregor denied 
they were so strong. I insisted*^ on its 
being produced, when they were found 
to be as Gen. Sale said. The indig- 
nation against the Governor-General 
(and Government, including the Com- 
mander - in - Chief, but chiefly the 
Governor-General) now went beyond 
bounds. I tried to urge that a new 
Governor-General was on his way out, 
and perhaps in India (we did not know 
he was coming round the Cape), while 
the Duke of Wellington was now in 
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® My eyes WBre so inflamed 
that I could not copy it, though 
I had all the pai^ors for some 
days for that purpose. Indeed, 
I was obliged to employ Cun- 
ningham in the English docu- 
ments. You of course had the 
originals, but did not Wade get 
from your mooftee copies of all 
the Persian letters, including 
our own as sent to Cabool ? 

G. B. 

Copies, I think, were taken 
of all or nearly all the Persian 
papers, and attached with trans- 
lations to the proceedings of 
the councils. All these papers 
I had in my possession, and 
gave all to Sir E. Sale on our 
return towards India ; I think 
in camp at Jellalabad, — H. H, 


Major BroadfooVs Memorandum — cont. 
office, and a feeble war policy impos- 
sible, but in vain ; and Col. Dennie 
and Capt. Abbott took advantage of 
the vehemence of my language to 
damage my arguments with those who 
hesitated, 

I therefore proposed adjournment, 
which was carried. Col. Monteath, as 
we went out, expressed his concurrence 
in it being our duty to hold out, and 
quoted some not inappropriate poetry. 

I should have said that after 
detailing the case, Capt. Macgregor 
and Gen. Sale informed us that they 
had resolved to yield and negotiate for 
a safe retreat. They laid before ns a 
letter they wished our assent to. It 
was Persian, in reply to Shah Shooja. 

As well as I remember, it was as 
follows : ® 

That we had received H.M.'s 
letter ; that we held JeUalahad and 
the country only for him ; and, of 
course, if he asked it, we were ready 
now to go back to India ; but, after 
what had happened, we thought it 
necessary to propose the following 
terms : 

That we forthwith evacuate J ella- 
lahad and the country. 

That we would give four hostages 
to show our sincerity. 

That the King was to send a force 
to escort us in safety and honour 
to Peshawur ; that is, with our arms, 
colours, guns, &:c. ; and that this escort 
was to be commanded by one of the 
princes, his sons. 

That Mahomed Akbar was to be 
withdrawn from Ningrahar before we 
quitted Jellalabad. 

That hostages were to he given 
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^ Not Ghilzie, but Sbin- 
waree, Afreedee, and Molimund, 
I think. H. H. 

The phraseology of this 
letter, in the original, was so 
submissive that on reading it 
I could not help throwing it 
from me, and it fell to the 
ground. I had forgotten this 
till reminded of it by an Afghan 
chief (Burukut Khan’s brother), 
-who heard it from Capt. Mac- 
gregor’s mooftee, who was pre- 
sent occasionally, and with 
other Afghans, at the door of 
the room adjoining (i.e. Capt. 
Macgregor’s room). I mention 
it as it made a great sensation 
among the Afghans, as I after- 
wards heard. G. B. 


Major Broadfoot's Memorandum — cont. 

US as far as Peahawur, there to be ex- 
changed for our hostages and prisoners 
in the Afghans’ hands. 

That these hostages were to be 
Sooltan Jan, said to be a favourite 
cousin of Mahonaed Akbar ; a son of the 
Nawab Zeman Khan, Barukzye; a son 
of Ameenoola Khan of Logur ; with 
some ^ (Ghilzye, I think) Shainwaree 
and Khyberee chiefs. 

That we were to be assisted in the 
matter of supplies and carriage. 

At night I visited Capt. Havelock 
on the affair, and I found that though 
he thought with me, he disapproved 
of the warmth of my language. Next 
morning, therefore, I put all I had to 
say on paper. Capt. Havelock agreed 
to every word, and during the subse- 
quent meeting occasionally intimated 
his adhesion to these views, but he had 
no vote, though present as one of the 
General’s staff. 

When the council met, Col. Dennie 
and Capt, Abbott employed on their 
side ridicule, and hints of my judg- 
ment being obscured by warmth of 
feeling. I obtained a hearing, how- 
ever, for the paper, and argued every 
point, taking votes first on the pro- 
priety of treating at all, and then on 
some of the details. 

At this meeting Col. Monteatli 
avoided me and seemed gloomy; he 
sat near Capt. Macgregor, who, in a 
long conversation, completely gained 
him over. I was now alone, I thought, 
as to votes, but was surprised in the 
main point to get that of Capt. Oldfield. 

To treat for a surrender on the above 
terms (one excepted) was carried. 

Our giving hostages was not oar- 
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E I do not think it came 
to a vote. Col. Dennie, I re- 
member, treated the objection 
as if it were merely from a 
spirit of opposition, and the 
general feeling seemed strong 
against me, save Capt. Back- 
house, who seemed to have but 
one feeling, viz. indignation at 
our supposed abandonment. 

G. B. 

^ Their arguments, I think, 
were that it was useless to ask 
for them, where we ought, in 
fact, to give additional hostages, 
and that our asking for them 
would only prejudice the present 
arrangement, which would re- 
store them to us at Peshawur. 

G. B. 


^ I dare say you remember 
the plan ; you and I were for 
a time alone, and we talked of 
it several times. Dennie him- 
self became a convert after 
some weeks, and held forth on 
it after his wont. G. B. 

I recollect generally, but 
should like to be reminded of 
all its details. H. H. 

^ Save in the matter of 
hostages. You reminded mo 
of his energy in saying he 
would tight, hut never be a 
hostage. G. B. 


Major BroadfooVs Memorandum — cont. 
ried, thougli Capt. Macgregor volun- 
teered to go himself as one ; he and 
Gen. Sale contended earnestly for this 
point. 

^ I objected to shomiig fear of 
Mahomed Akbar by asking for his 
removal ; hut this was carried against 
me. 


I proposed to demand all our 
prisoners before going, and used every 
argument I could. None spoke at first 
in reply ; hut at length ^ Gen. Sale 
and Capt. Macgregor opposed it, and 
after a sharp discussion between us 
three my proposal fell to the ground. 

I proposed that if the country was 
to be evacuated, wo should do it as 
a military operation, deceiving the 
enemy as to our intentions and fight- 
ing. Against this was urged our 
having surrendered our cattle, a mea- 
sure I had a few days before vehe- 
mently Disposed. I proposed^ a plan 
for still effecting the operation; the 
details were listened to and no objec- 
tion made till CoL Dennie observed 
there was genius in the plan, when 
after a short discussion all thoughts 
of it were given up. 

^ Capt. Oldfield took little or no 
part in the debates. Capt. Backhouse 
seemed only to have the one feeling 
above mentioned. 

I objected to certain Persian 
phrases in the letter as abject, and 
they were altered to a certain degree ; 
when, the offer of hostages being 
omitted, the letter as above given was 
carried. 
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^ You may remember old 
Dennie’s rather startling doc- 
trine as io faith in such matters. 

Gr. B. 

Quite well. — H. H. 


You may remember his 
pushing this so far that I 
asked, ‘ Why then show fear by 
asking what we are not likely 
to get?’ on which he hacked a 
little. G. B. 


Major Broadfoot's Meniorandum—conl. 

After all the votes, on my congratu- 
lating them on the figure we should 
make if a relieving force should arrive 
just as we were marching out,^ Col. 
Demiie protested that in such a case 
he would not go. I said we would 
make him, as faith must be kept. This 
caused merriment as we broke up. 

Gen. Sale — or rather Capt. Mae- 
gregor, for he was the chief spokes- 
man — argued that we were abandoned 
by the Government, who would send 
nothing save Wild’s force, which had 
failed. That we could not hold out 
much longer — could not retreat — and 
that the plan now proposed was safe 
and honourable. Capt. Macgregor so 
confidently assured us of his belief in 
Afghan good faith under this treaty, 
that few at last seemed to doubt it. 

He said Sir W. Macnaghten had 
mismanaged in not getting hostages, 
and that had he done so the Cabool 
force would have been ahve.”^ In fact 
he said the securities now demanded 
were so great he feared they would 
scarcely be given. As to our prisoners, 
they would be got back when we 
reached Peshawur. He also said the 
treaty being opened gave us time to 
see if Col. Wild made another effort, 
and its result. But this last argument 
was not pressed, as we were bound by 
our offer. Not that we formally agreed 
to this, but no answer was made to me 
when I said so. 

On the other hand I urged : 

The improbability of our entire 
abandonment by the then Govern- 
ment — its stiU greater unlikelihood 
under the new one ; and I remember 
referring to Capt. Maokeson’s own ex- 
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“ Do you remember tbe dis- 
cussion on this point, and old 
Dennie’s exclamation, which 
caused the discussion to end 
in my being cried down? I 
spoke of uniting vigour with 
moderation, D. called out, 
‘ Oh, yes, moderation ! sacking ! 
&c. None of your moderation 1 
bring the whole country on us ! ’ 
referring to one of the measures 
talked of m discussing the mode 
of retreat. And the old man 
got up and walked about in 
agitation, G. B. 

® Hostages were announced 
in Gen. Sale’s orders and re- 
ported to Gen. Elphinstone. I 
was blamed for opposing one of 
them in a fight at the time. 
And afterwards met him in 
charge of Capt. Mackenzie on 
hia mission to Gen. Pollock, 
when he reminded me of [my] 
having nearly killed him when 
he was a hostage. These are 
my grounds for still thinking I 
was right. G, B. 

I had urged that we had 
only a right to save the troops 
when so doing was more useful 
to the State than risking their 
loss, which I denied in our 
case. I denied also that our 
service was a mere compact 
with Government, which failure 


Major 3ro(idfooVs Memorandttm — cont. 
pression regarding the French letter, 
as the result of the first panic only. 
But Capt. Macgregor opposed all this, 
and urged in favour of his opinions 
his experience about men in high 
places. 

I denied our holding the place for 
Shah Shoojah ; and our right to give 
it up except by order of our Govern- 
ment. 

^ I maintained that we could hold 
out even till relieved by Candahar, in 
fact for any time we liked ; could 
colonise if we liked ; also that we 
coidd retreat. 


I denied the value of hostages ; 
asked what good Capt. Macgregor’s 
hostages at Tezeen had done us ? 
Capt. Macgregor vehemently denied 
we had ever received hostages ® at 
Tezeen.o I mentioned several things 
to show we had, but as he persisted in 
his denial, I said I must have been 
under some extraordinary delusion, 
and that of course any argument 
founded on it must fall to the ground. 
But I still held hostages utterly worth- 
less while the enemy had our hostages 
and prisoners in their hands. I asked, 
what would they do if attacked ? Gen. 
Sale said, * Fight.’ I asked, ^ Why in- 
vite all Afghanistan round you before 
fighting ? ’ In answer to another ques- 
tion the General said he would execute 
a hostage if we were attacked. I asked 
if he would do this if the enemy be- 
fore our faces hanged two ladies for 
every man we put to death. 


® See p. 35. 
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jn the latter to support us can- 
celled; but maintained it was 
a duty to our country which 
we could not decline, however 
the Government (which I ad- 
mitted usually represented our 
country) might treat us. In 
fact the discussions were carried 
to a depth neither usual nor 
safe. First principles are not 
to be safely approached even, 
save in ‘ fit company though 
few.’ The notion of dutv to 
country, however, rather than 
COMPACT with the Governor- 
General in Council, should be 
made more familiar to our 
officers and men. In all these 
views Capt. Havelock expressed 
decided concurrence, though 
otherwise taking no share in 
the debates. 


p This was the time of Old- 
field’s outbreak. G. B. 


. <3 Gen. Sale, Capt. Macgregor, 

Capt. Havelock, and myself 
had before discussed the obe- 
dience due to a superior officer 
no longer a free agent. I held 
none was due by those them- 
selves free ; that a general re- 
duced to capitulate was not a 
free agent, and only entitled to 
command those in the same 
dilemma with himself. The 
discussion arose from Gen. Sale 
being ordered by Gen. Elphin- 
stone to surrender Jellalabad. 


Major Broadfoofs Memorandmn—coni. 

Capt- Abbott maintained onr right 
(being abandoned by the Govern- 
ment) to look to our own safety only, 
and ridiculed what I said to the 
contrary. 

Capt. Abbott said if we did not go, 
our hostages in Cahool would be put 
to death. I replied, that any party 
which chose to kill prisoners could 
then gain its objects. 

As to gaining time, I asked Capt. 
Macgregor if the enemy would delay 
one hour his preparations because he 
was negotiating ; or if he would not 
rather quicken them on learning by 
this offer to capitulate, that our hearts 
had failed us. He did not answer, 
or rather (I believe) he agreed they 
would not delay — in fact the argument 
was dropped. 

I opposed giving hostages as dis- 
graceful. Col. Monteath said nobody 
would go.p I said I would if ordered. 
That as long as we were an army I 
should obey all orders ; but once we 
capitulated, I should consider myself 
free to act as I pleased at the first 
shot which should violate the capitu- 
lation.^ ^ 

The letter went to Cabool signed 
by Capt. Macgregor. The debates ap- 
pearing interminable, it was agreed 
that each member who chose should 
record the reasons of his votes. 

I wrote mine knowing they would 
be read when people were calmer, and 
I added the 7th as I was carrying the 
paper to Capt. Havelock’s office, on 
hearing officers at a working party 
talk of Capt. Abbott having spoken of 


l ‘ And weU would he have acted had matters come to such a point,’- 
on the deep resolve of an heroic mind First Afyha?i p, 398. 
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Capt. Havelock alone supported 
my views ; and I am not sure 
whether he did not wish them 
to be right rather than feel con- 
vinced they were. He would, I 
imagine, have acted as I wouldj 
but more as in an extreme case 
justifying disobedience than as 
in one annulling the leader’s 
authority. 


Major BroadfooVs Memorandum — cont. 

my being mad about the strength of 
Jellalabad, and not knowing the extent 
of our fix, as it used to be called. 


' I had in former times 
thought wo clung too closely 
to Jellalabad, which when we 
entered it was a source of weak- 
ness rather than strength. We 
were loss assailable outside, and 
might besides have been better 
employed. But now the Cabool 
force was gone, and Jellalabad 
our only hold on Northern 
Afghanistan. To abandon it 
might have produced a disas- 
trous impression in India, and 
would have greatly augmented 
the diffioulty of regaining our 
credit as we did. 


“ Bid not old Bennie write? 

G. B. 

Col. Bennie recorded his 
reasons in writing. H. H. 


Col. Monteatli recorded his rea- 
sons; chiefly reliance on the opinion 
of Capt. Maegregor, Political Agent of 
Jellalabad. 

Capt. Abbott recorded his, includ- 
ing a joke against the opposite views, 
which he said would no doubt gain ua 
a considerable share of posthumous re- 
putation, but our duty was to preserve 
the troops, &c. He dwelt also on the 
uselessness of holding Jellalabad, a 
place so weak that English troops, with 
heavy ordnance, would take it in a few 
hours, and, I think, mentioned the risk * 
to our hostages. 

» I am not sure whether anyone else 
recorded his reasons. 

Next day the ditch was begun, which 
greatly raised the men’s spirits, de- 
pressed by seeing these councils assem- 
ble, though ignorant of what passed. 

Capt. Backhouse no sooner re- 
covered from his anger against the 
Governor-General, than he saw what 
he had done. 

A few days after this Lieut. Dawes 
of the Artillery, who lived at the 35th 
N.I. mess, mentioned to me remarks 
of Col. Monteath which he could not 
comprehend, but which showed me he 
was returning to his first views. 

I now without scruple talked to my 
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^ With this also came a long, 
incoherent, private letter from 
Shah Shoojahprofessing friend- 
ship, abusing the Barukzyes, 
and saying our misfortunes 
arose from neglecting his ad- 
vice, &c. 


Major Broadfoot's Memorandum — cont. 
friends of the council, of plans which 
were all ready when the answer came 
from Cahool. These were, that if our 
terms were accepted, simply and at 
once, we must evacuate the place, hut 
be ready to fight at whatever dis- 
advantage if faith were broken with 
us on the way to Peshawur. 

But if, as we might expect, the 
answer was delayed, or evasive, or 
clogged with conditions or reserva- 
tions, we were free to do as we pleased. 

The answer came in due time, and 
said : ‘ If you are sincere in your offers, 
let all the chief gentlemen put their 
seals.’ * 

A council was called, when Gen. 
Sale and Capt. Macgregor urged us to 
affix our seals to the former letter. 

I proposed reconsidering the whole 
matter, as their answering our proposal 
by a doubt of our sincerity set us free; 
and I read a draft of a letter telling the 
Shah that as he and the chiefs had 
not chosen to answer our proposals 
even by a yes or a 720, we now referred 
them to the Governor- General, whose 
orders alone we would obey. 

After hot debates this was rejected 
as violent. An excellent and most 
temperate letter proposed by Capt. 
Backhouse, to the same effect, was 
also rejected. 

Gen. Sale used strong language 
about our opposition, and high words 
followed, but we adjourned, and met in 
good humour an hour after. . 

Capt. Abbott and Col. Bennie had 
also come to the conclusion that we 
should hold out, and the latter, with 
Col. Monteath, prepared a letter which, 
though not very clear, was not a con- 
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tinuation of the negotiation. This was 
adopted; Gen. Sale and Capt, Mac- 
gregor alone continuing to think capi- 
tulation the best course ; the former, 
however, resolving to be guided by the 
opinion of the council ; tlielatter^ warn- 
ing us the day might yet come when 
we should regret having neglected the 
chance of such terms as he could now 
get for us. The messenger was sent 
back to Gabool. 

Next day a letter came from Pesha- 
wur telling us every effort would be 
made to relieve us. The ditch was 
nearly round the place, and the men in 
higher health and spirits than they had 
ever been. 

G. PnOADFOOT, 

Thus was the council of war led, at last, to adopt the 
more honourable and wiser course — to defend Jalalabad at all 
hazards — mainly by the exertions and strength of character of 
George Broadfoot. 

The first to support Broadfoot, let it be recorded to the 
honour of his memory, was Capt. Oldfield. The next was Back- 
house; then after an interval there followed Bennie, Monteath, 
and Abbott ; and there were left in the minority, blind appa- 
rently to the lessons of the Kabul disaster, Sir E. Sale and 
Capt. Macgregor. 

It may readily be imagined that to the majority of the 
members of this council of war, all brave and good men, the 
recollection of their having temporarily agreed to support 
the proposals laid before them, was anything but agreeable. 
Naturally they desired, especially after the crisis had passed, 
to bury the transactions in oblivion ; and when that was im- 
possible, to persuade themselves that the reasons advanced by 
Macgregor as Sale’s mouthpiece were sufficient to justify the 
garrison in acting solely with reference to its own safety. 

This was what Broadfoot denied an army or a soldier could 
ever do without dishonour. ' Safety was to be consulted, but 
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" Or hoping the day might 
7iot come. G. B. 
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not safety only ; nor ever, except subordinately to the good of 
onr country/ 

On this occasion Broadfoot’s ■warmth of language, want of 
self-restraint, and violence, have been unfavourably criticised ; 
and the paralysing effects of responsibility have been urged in 
excuse of the proposals laid before the council. 

There can be little doubt that when Broadfoot learnt their 
nature, his expression of contempt and anger was clear and pro- 
bably violent. But the crisis was one in which moderation of 
language and calmness of utterance might have failed. When 
comrades are seen hesitating between duty and disgrace, and 
capitulation would have involved disgrace and probably destruc- 
tion, then no language which can arrest them can be too strong, 
and no action too violent. There are times when it is well to be 
angry. And Broadfoot’s anger served its purpose, for an ad- 
journment became necessary and a day’s delay was secured; 

^ and thus,’ wrote Durand, for a while he obstructed the rash 
timidity which threatened to destroy Sale’s brigade.’ ® 

With reference to the excuse urged, it is sufficient to say 
that men liable to be paralysed by a sense of responsibility are 
unfit for supreme command. 

The council may be said to have been finally dissolved on 
February 12. During the interval between its first assembling 
and final dissolution many events of interest to the garrison 
occurred. Lieut. Mayne captured 730 sheep and 175 head of 
cattle ; an important capture, for provisions were scarce, and 
one which enraged the enemy as much as it raised the spirits 
of the garrison. 

At this time Broadfoot’s diary is full of references to his 
constant endeavours, unfortunately without success, to induce 
Sale to sally forth and bring in forage. The following extracts 
refer to such matters and others of interest. 

A man is said to be in with news that Mackeson is at the moutli of 
the Khyber treating with the chiefs. I hope not true. There should 
be no treating till we have force to compel without delay the accept- 
ance of the terms most suitable to us. 

Pottinger writes to Maegregor that the continuing to treat with 
the enemy after the Envoy’s murder was against his will, and the 

^ First Afghan War, p. 394. 



cH. m 


rOKAaiNG- EXPEDITIONS UEGED 


79 


doing of Gen. Elphinstone, urged and supported by Brigadier 
Shelton. 

Abdool Gliuffoor talking again of the country people laying their 
loss of the cattle to me~tlie Kafir with the spectacles and red 
beard who is here as Avitabile is at Peshawur. This is true, I 
believe— our own Afghans have trumpeted me a good deal, and I 
shall meet no mercy if I fall into their hands. — Amen ! So be it ! 

The General much annoyed at the poor fugitives of the Cabool 
force saying Mahomed Acbar Khan’s sowars prevented refugees get- 
ting in, and that Md. A. K. had ordered the destruction of the 
Feringees. The General seems indeed convinced of the friendship 
of the Surdar, at least for the future, ... He thinks he and Mac- 
gregor are getting over him by negotiation. He also is elated by 
rumours of Gen. Pollock being about to force the pass, and will 
scarcely hsten to plans of defence. He has also positively de- 
clared against bringing in forage &c. from Charbagh or any neigh- 
bouring village, and said he would never sally by night if we were 
besieged. Havelock and I have been urging a foray for many 
weeks. At least I have, and lately Havelock has earnestly joined. 
We are short of forage, and the neighbourmg villages are open or 
feebly fortified. By going out at 4 a.m. we should be at say Ohar- 
bagh by daylight. Take 800 infantry, all the cavalry, and six gmis. 
The village is open on one side. Let us bring in all arms, ammu- 
nition, and clothing found ; also as much grain and forage as our 
cattle and all the cattle of the village can carry ; also all that the 
inhabitants male and female can carry : setting the men loose to 
bring in the remainder as a ransom for their females, and if resist- 
ance is made, destroy the village. We thus supply to a certain ex- 
tent, perhaps to a great extent, a pressing want, and repair in some 
degi-ee the error of giving up the bulk of our cattle to the enemy, 
while we should break the confidence given them by the disaster 
of the Cabool force, thus enfeebling beforehand their attacks on 
us, and inspiriting our own men. The news of such a blow would 
cause hesitation and discouragement among the tribes opposing 
Gen. Pollock, and probably cause all, from this side of the Khyber, 
to return for the defence of their own homes. But the poor 
General is tied by tho fear of retaliation on the captives in Lugh- 
man. 

I hear Monteath is talking now as if he repented his vote at 
the council of war. But surely, after voting and leading others to 
vote for treating, he does not now mean to refuse to abide by 
the conditions he offered, if the enemy accept them. I for one will 
be a party to no perfidy ; and though I opposed treating at all, yet 



80 


VIGOROUS MEASURES ADVOCATED 


CH, ni 


being outvoted, and the terms being offered by ns, I shall give my 
voice for abiding by them, disastrous and shameful as I think them, 
for to violate faith would be worse still. 

Monteath broke down sadly there ; Macgregor got hold of him, 
and fear is infectious. 

Lance Naik Heera arrived and reported Bygrave alive, and well 
treated by a chief named Nizamooddeen. He truly says the want 
of hundobust^ was worse than the snow, and exclaimed to me, ‘Ah! 
sir, if we had had you to make the bundobust you made in the Pun- 
jab, we should all have arrived 1 ’ 

The indignation of our men is deep and universal, and vengeance 
is their only thought. Their confidence in our ultimate success, 
too, is unshaken. 

Vigorous and skilful measures will yet set all right. May Pollock 
well support his present character. He has a noble field before 
him, and much is expected of him. He is of an able family too. I 
hope to see him a peer, the first of our service since Clive. 

A poor wretch, a servant of poor Major Ewart, reached the 
nearest villages, and was then cut down and left for dead, but 
crawled in. 

Shall we never strike a blow to make these men respect us ? 

® Band-o-hast : arrangement, plan, method, or settlement. 



CH. IT 


81 


CHAPTEE IV. 

1842. 


Defence continued — Major-Gen. Pollock — Earthquake at Jalalabad — Arrival 
in India of Lord Ellenborough — His correspondence and policy— His en- 
deavours to restore confidence— Defence continued, Sale’s ‘ after orders ’ — 
Skirmish, March 24, Broadfoot severely wounded — Forage parties— Extracts 
from Backhouse’s diary— Action, April 7, described by Backhouse— Siege 
raised: arrival of Pollock’s force — Governor-General’s orders, ‘ That illus- 
trious garrison’ — Loid Ellenborough to George Broadfoot — Letter to Mal- 
colinaou, recapitulation of events — Afghan cruelty and treachery — Governor- 
General’s orders on Pollock’s arrival— Colin Mackenzie’s services— Letter to 
Mrs. Bayley— Extracts from other letters. 

The events of the siege of Jalalabad from the time when 
defence to extremity was chosen in 2')reference to capitulation, 
till near the end of March, will not be recorded in great detail. 
There was much similarity between one day’s work and that 
of another. Forage parties and working parties were sent out, 
and somewhat timidly recalled when threatened by the enemy. 
There were, however, a few events which deserve more promi- 
nent mention, first of which was the arrival on February 11 
of the news of the birth of the Prince of Wales. It is curious 
to contrast the length of time occupied by the transit of the 
news from London, over three months, with that which would 
now suffice. Now, such news would be known in Peshawar on 
the same day as in Loudon, and in three days instead of three 
months it would reach Jalalabad. 

The next news of importance, received two days later, was 
that Major-Gen. Pollock had arrived in Peshawar to command 
the force which was destined for the relief of the garrison. 

Pollock was the third officer nominated for this command; 
the other two had been Sir Edmund Wilhams and Major-Gen. 
Lumley. 

The Governor- General expressed his satisfaction with the 
selection of Pollock, and declared his intention to invest 

Q 
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him with controlling political authority. Major-Gen. Pollock 
had seen service in Lake’s campaigns at Dig and Bhartpnr 
(1804-5) ; in 1824 he commanded the Artillery with credit in 
the first Burmese war. His reputation was that of a safe and 
cautious officer, who, if not in the first rank as a commander, 
would not at any rate repeat the errors committed by Elphin- 
stone and Shelton, He was justly credited with correct know- 
ledge and ajopreciation of the native soldier, on whom the 
success of his expedition must greatly depend. The orders he 
received were such as to limit his operations to the relief and 
withdrawal of the garrison from Jalalabad. When he reached 
Peshawar he found an enormous proportion of Wild’s force in 
hospital, suffering from the most dangerous and infectious of 
all maladies, demoralisation. The officers too, it is grievous 
to record, were disheartened and hopeless. The new com- 
mander, with judgment and skill deserving of the highest 
praise, successfully combated this deplorable state of affairs, 
and overcame the reluctance of his force to enter the Khaibar. 
In this work he was ably assisted by Capt. Henry Lawrence, 
who had been sent to Peshawar by Mr. Clerk to facilitate Sikh 
co-operation. 

The next event — and it might have been disastrous — was 
the severe earthquake, on February 19, by which ‘ in one 
moment the labours of three months were in a great measure 
destroyed. 

‘ No time, however, was lost : the shocks had scarcely 
ceased, when the whole garrison w^as told off into working 
parties, and before night ’ ^ the fortifications were substantially 
repaired. Broadfoot was on the works when the catastrophe 
happened ; he turned to a friend beside him, and said, ‘ Now 
is the time for Akbar,’ His first thought was of the oppor- 
tunity afforded to the enemy. 

Havelock was sitting beside Sale writing a letter for him : 
they had just time to escape from the house when it fell in 
ruins. 

Backhouse has recorded his impressions : * For more than 
a minute the earth rolled like the waves of the sea; with 
difficulty one could keep his legs on level ground. Most of us 
expected the earth would open and swallow us. I affirm that 
^ Capt. Gk Broadfoot ’s report. 
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this was my own and the general expectation ; and more, it 
struck me that the end of the world was at hand. The idea 
was of course momentary ; it passed ; never shall I forget it.’ ^ 

Another important event which occurred at this time was 
the arrival of Lord Ellenborough in Calcutta, and the de- 
parture of Lord Auckland. The new Governor- General arrived 
and assumed office on February 28, 1842, at a crisis till then 
unparalleled in the history of India. His predecessor’s policy, 
that of the Whig Government which had appointed him, was 
one of intervention in Afghanistan in order to insure greater 
safety to British interests in India from exterior aggression. 
Errors of administration, civil and military, had resulted in 
the Kabul disasters and the paralysis of British power and 
influence throughout Afghanistan. At this juncture a Tory 
Government dis|)laced the Whigs, and Lord Ellenborough 
was selected to succeed Lord Auckland. 

His previous career had proved him to be hardworking, able, 
and conscientious in the discharge of his duties ; and as Presi- 
dent of the Board of Control, he had acquired some special 
knowledge of India. Though a Tory, he was an ardent and 
thorough reformer ; and like others of that class he thereby 
incurred the hostility of the idle and inefficient. In addition 
to these, the preponderating class of respectable mediocrity 
viewed all Lord Ellenborough’ s measures with suspicion and 
dislike. They granted him talent, but denied that he had 
principle or stability. His more vicious enemies have not 
scrupled to charge him with every possible offence, and to deny 
him a single redcoming quality. 

One thing clear to any soldier who has had the privilege 
of reading his letters on military subjects is, that he had a 
grasp of every professional detail which would have been 
highly creditable to one trained in the army, and which in his 
case was extraordinary. His letters to the Commander-in- 
Chief and to Major-Generals Pollock and Nott contain ample 
evidence of this ; whilst their correspondence with him, the 
letters addressed to him by the Marquis of Wellesley and the 
Duke of Wellington himself, bear high testimony to his mili- 
tary knowledge and capacity. 

It is not intended, nor would this be the proper place, to 
Backhouse’s diary. 
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enter fully into the merits and demerits of Lord Ellenborough’s 
administration. As a principal actor in the scene, he must 
appear often in these pages ; facts will he stated as far as they 
are known and relevant, and letters and despatches quoted. 
The deductions made from them can be tested by the capacity 
and knowledge of the reader. 

It had been Lord Auckland’s custom to correspond iirivately 
with almost every person in India who held an important 
jposition. He thus got separate opinions, which, being in a 
sense private though entirely on public affairs, were expressed 
with a freedom not admissible in official letters. This practice 
was continued by Lord Ellenborough, who in addition kept up 
a voluminous correspondence with many statesmen and men 
of note in England, and with many foreign diplomatists. 

On assuming charge of his office, Lord Ellenborough found 
the Government totally demoralised by the news from Afghani- 
stan. He found letters arriving constantly from the chief 
officers under him, some -recommending one course of action, 
others another. Mr. T. C. Eobertson urged him to leave Cal- 
cutta forthwith, and come nearer the scenes of action, where 
he could see passing events without ‘ the mists that ever seem 
to obscure the vision of those who look at the affairs of India 
through the medium of the Calcutta official atmosphere.’ His 
Lordship was also recommended to bring none in his train, 
in situations of influence, who were in any way committed to 
the policy ^of which we are now reaping the fruits.’ Mr. 
Eobertson proposed a simultaneous advance from Kandahar 
and Peshawar on Kabul in order to obliterate the traces of the 
recent disaster- Mr. Clerk held the same view and advocated 
similar measures ; when these had been effected, he considered 
that we might withdraw from Afghanistan with dignity and 
undiminished honour.^ 

Sir lasper Nicolls, the Commander-in- Chief, on the other 
hand, expressed a strong opinion against the reoceupation of 
Kabul These views had to be considered by the Governor- 
General, by whom a line of policy had to be declared and 
adopted. 

On March 15, after a fortnight’s experience and study, a 
brief period considering the issues involved, the opinions held 

Commander-in-Chief to .thp Govorxiraent of India, January 24, 1842. 
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by the Governor- General in Council as to the naeasures to be 
pursued in Afghanistan were declared.^ 

First : ^ the possession of Afghanistan, could we recover it, 
would be a source of weakness rather than of strength in re- 
sisting the invasion of any army from the west ; and, therefore, 
that the ground upon which the policy of the advance of our 
troops to that country mainly rested has altogether ceased to 
exist.’ 

Second: the conduct of Shah Shuja was doubtful, and not 
such as to compel the British Government, alone, to maintain 
the tripartite treaty. 

Third : that military considerations alone must guide the 
course to be taken with the view of relieving our men in Afghani- 
stan, and of re-establishing our military reputation. 

Lastly: the falseness and danger of the position of our 
troops in Afghanistan were recognised. 

It was pointed out to be erroneous ' to suppose that a for- 
ward position in Upper Afghanistan would have the effect of 
controlling the Sikhs,’ or in Lower Afghanistan the Bilucliis 
and Sindians. 

That which will really and will alone control the Sikhs, the 
Bilucliis, and the Sindians, and all other nations beyond and within 
the Indus, is the knowledge that we possess an army, perfect in its 
e(iuipnient, possessed of all the means of movement, and so secure 
hi its communications with the country from which its supplies and 
its reinforcements arc drawn, as to be able at any time to act with 
vigour and effect against any enemy. 

In war, reputation is strength ; but reputation is lost by the 
rash exposure of the most gallant troops under circumstances which 
render defeat more probable than victory ; and a succession of re- 
verses will dishearten any soldiers, and, most of all, those whose 
courage and devotion have been mainly the result of their confidence 
that they were always led to certain success. 

All unnecessary risk was, therefore, to be avoided ; but the 
object of inflicting signal punishment on the Afghans was 
deemed sufficient to justify some risk, care being taken to 
insure success. 

The advantages of entering Kabul prior to retiring from 

Governor- General to the Oom- The poliey was also announced to 
mander-in-Chief, March 15, iy42. Nott, Pollock, and Clerk. 
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the country were recognised, as also the fact that Gen. Pol- 
lock, not being then strong enough to force and keep the 
Khaibar without the first reserve brigade, could not be per- 
mitted to occupy an advanced position bej^ond the pass. The 
despatch is an admii-able one, and 1 ^aves nothing to be desired, 
if the propriety of a policy of withdrawal from Afghanistan 
be conceded. Considering that the Punjab was independent, 
and liable any day to be actively hostile, it would seem that 
the only alternative to withdrawal was the conquest of the 
Sikhs and annexation of their country, a measure absolutely 
out of the question at that moment. 

The native army was then greatly demoralised, and the 
reputation of the English as invincible was lost. Lord Bllen- 
borough’s early endeavours were to restore confidence and to 
encourage the troops. To this task he devoted himself with 
characteristic energy. 

Necessarily ignorant of the abilities and character of his 
generals in the field, Pollock and Nott, he endeavoured by 
inquiry, by correspondence with them, and by noting their 
actions, to ascertain how far he might safely trust them in the 
very responsible positions they occupied. 

And now to return to Jalalabad : it does not appear that 
during the early part of March 1842 the duties performed by 
Broadfoot’s Sappers were in any way exceptional ; nevertheless 
on the 11th Gen. Sale, enlightened, it may be hoped, as to the 
injustice he had done them in despatches, issued the following 
‘ after orders : ’ 

The Major-General, having had reason to believe, from the 
nature of the information given to him yesterday, that the enemy 
was attempting to drive a mine under some part of our northern 
defences, considered it to be expedient to order a sally to be made, 
to ascertain this point, and to destroy any works that might have 
been commenced. 

He was fully satisfied with the manner in which the details 
placed under the command of Lieut. -Col. Dennie performed that duty. 

It fell to the lot of the detachment of the corps of Sappers under 
Capt. Broadfoot to he the most actively and closely engaged with 
the enemy on this occasion ; and these troops, under their com- 
mander, fully maintained the character for boldness, and steadiness 
under fire, which they have fully merited from the commencement 
of the operations of this force in the pass of Khoord CabooL 
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Everywhere, and at all times, in the judgment of the Major- 
General, they have done the duty both of useful sappers and valu- 
able hght infantry soldiers ; and never has their conduct in the 
latter capacity been more creditable than this morning. 

The skirmishers of the detachment of the 35th N.I. and as many 
of the 13th as were thus employed were equally worthy of com- 
mendation. 

Broadfoot remarked on this : 

Lieut. Orr, Lieut. Cunningham, ahd the two sergeants very 
conspicuous. We were much in advance of the 13th and 35th, and 
on the force retiring, were in close action. The other two corps 
did not wait for us, and we were charged by the cavalry as soon as 
the 13th and 35th disappeared. We repulsed them, and retired 
over bad ground followed by their whole force, which we had to 
repel. The above officers and non-commissioned officers were most 
useful, and showed the greatest coolness and bravery. 

Sale’s tribute to the services of the Sappers and of their 
commander is in its way sufficiently handsome. For the 
benefit of non-military readers, it is proper to explain that 
orders of this kind are not forwarded to Government nor made 
known to the public. The injury, therefore, done to Broadfoot 
and his corps by omitting to mention their services in de- 
spatches, was a public injury likely to affect him in his public 
capacity ; the amende here made was solely an acknowledgment 
of Sale’s error, not a public correction of it. 

The skirmishing on March 24 was on a larger scale than 
usual ; and as on this occasion Broadfoot was severely wounded, 
and as the references to the subject in his letters are brief, the 
following description is borrowed from Backhouse’s journal. 

Forage parties attacked this morning on the river side. ... At 
the west wall the action between our parties there and the enemy 
in the ravines was closer and warmer. One of the 13th and two of 
the Sappers were killed, when they were ordered in. 

On seeing onr parties retire, the enemy rushed in a body of some 
hundreds from the ravine, and, under cover of the old bank of the 
river, up to the post our troops had just quitted, and two of them, 
sword in hand of course, actually ascended to the top of the bank. 

Capt. Broadfoot, who was retiring with his Sappers into the 
place, seeing this, rushed back followed by his men, and regained 
his old position, and immediately after ran down the bank, and 
with two or three men attacked the foremost of the enemy hand to 
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hand. He cut one down with his sword, while one of the few 
close to him bayoneted another. The whole body of the enemy 
immediately turned, e7i masse, in utter confusion, back to the ravine 
from which they had emerged, while the sapper party pitched in a 
fire of musketry horn the end of the west wall, which they had re- 
occupied. Broadfoot now ran up the bank to call his men down to 
charge the flying enemy with the bayonet ; but in the act of doing 
so, most unfortunately received a shot through the hip. 

The Sappers, shortly after, were again called in ; but the enemy 
did not attempt a second time to follow them from the ravine. 


Capt. Abbott, writing of the same affair, said that on the 
enemy annoying our covering party, Capt. Broadfoot attacked 
them, and drove them back with loss. That then they collected 
in force, and Broadfoot retired towards the old walls, and much 
skmmishing followed. At length, the Sappers being called in 
from the walls, the enemy rushed valiantly on their rear. 
Broadfoot turned with a few men, charged, and killed three 
with his own hand, driving back the whole body in confusion. 
He was wounded in the hip ; one European and one sapper 
were killed, and two or three wounded. 

Either description shows that the afifair was a gallant one, 
and the wound received was severe.® 

The occurrence is referred to in the following extract from 
garrison orders of March 24, 1842 : 


2. The Major-General regrets extremely that the severe wound 
received this morning by Capt. Broadfoot, garrison engineer, will 
deprive him of that officer’s valuable services, he hopes but for 
a short time ; and at his request, Lieut. Orr is appointed to perform 
the duties of that office. 

3. The Major-General was highly gratified this morning by the 
spirited manner in which a detachment of H.M.’s 13th L.L under 
Capt. Fenwick, and of the Sappers and Miners under Lieut. Orr, 
the whole led by Capt. Broadfoot, drove the enemy in confusion 


* Sir John Campbell Brown, 
a surgeon who joined Sale’s brigade 
with Capt. H. P. Burn from Gandamak, 
was standing on the wall watching the 
skirmish. He suddenly noticed Broad- 
foot, supported by two men, making 
his way towards the gates, and sent 
out a doolee for him. When brought 
ixx ho was very pale, and his face was 


bathed with perspiration. His sword, 
covered with the blood and brains of 
an adversary, was still in his hand. 
The doctor looked into the doolee, ex- 
pecting to be told about the wound ; 
but Broadfoot’s first words were, * Well, 
Brown, I had no idea a man’s head 
was so soft ’ ! 
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and with loss from a worh attached to the north-western wall, 
which they had temporarily taken possession of upon our working 
and foraging parties retiring. 

On this Broadfoot remarked : 

Lieut. OiT very forward on this occasion. His party imme- 
diately supported me, and was hotly engaged. 

This caused for a day or two a little more respect on the part 
of the enemy for our foragers and working parties. But soon 
the old arrangement prevailed : a dozen or so of Akbar Khan’s 
men drove in our people ; or, to be more correct, our people were 
recalled on the appearance of this formidable body, and scarcity 
of forage as a natural consequence followed. 

Sale gravely discussed how many seers^ of grass and of grain 
were required to keep horses and ponies in health. He asserted 
that grass cut one day was hay three days afterwards, and that 
10 lbs. of it were enough for a horse. He preferred useless argu- 
ment of this kind to the practical measure of sending out a party 
sufficiently strong to protect the grass cutters and foragers. It 
is melancholy to contemplate. But it has a humorous side also : 
witness the following description by Backhouse : 

These forage parties are quite farcical ; they are either so posted 
as’ to afford no protection to the grass cutters, or the grass cutters 
invariably stray beyond their protection. Then down come a few 
of the enemy : in run the grass cutters, and the General immediately 
orders the forage parties to run in also, no matter what their 
strength may be : and so our troops are, daily, drilled to run before 
a twentieth part of their own numhers I The enemy, after beat- 
ing our troops in, then go home to chaff about it ; and shortly after, 
out -again go the grass cuiiidXBy without any forage partws at all, 
except perhaps half a dozen dismounted troopers, and cut a good 
day’s supply. 

The enemy, having gained one victory in the morning over our 
troops, do not trouble themselves about the grass cutters a second 
time, but merely send a few footmen to fire long shots at the un- 
fortunate squatters; and there they now sit, some hundreds, in the 
marshy ground opposite the river gate, while ten or twelve of the 
enemy are every minute sending a shot amongst them from a dis- 
tance of about 4.00 or 500 yards. But blacky moves not ; these 
Hindustanis are capital sitters under any circumstances. 

“ A seer is a measure equal to two pounds. 
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It should, perhaps, be explained for the benefit of the 
uninitiated, that our black fellow-subjects in the Bast gene- 
rally do everything in a way precisely contrary to that which 
obtains in this country. They usually write from right to left, 
we from left to right ; in speaking of parents they say mother 
and father, we say father and mother ; as a mark of respect 
they uncover the feet, we uncover the head ; when at work, 
cutting grass for example, they sit down, or squat, in a man- 
ner to us unattainable, while in this country the mower or 
reaper stands. 

Just before the end of the month, Backhouse from the walls 
saw one of his guns, wdiich had fallen into the enemy’s hands in 
the Kabul disaster, paraded by them with pomp and circum- 
stance, and was not allo-wed to go out and retake it. Bull of in- 
dignation he went to his tent, " after witnessing about as dis- 
graceful a sight as it has been, hitherto, my lot as a British 
officer to behold.’ 

A large number of Akbar’s people were on their way to the 
Khaibar, and one ^ of my former guns (wKich was lost with the 
Kabul force) has just been drawn jDast this ifiace, within three- 
quarters of a mile, and about 200 of the enemy’s horse and 
foot, who were scattered about, its only protection. In less than 
twenty minutes the gun might have been in this fort. . . . The 
G-eneral is worse than I have hitherto called him.’ And the 
writer proceeded to supply the omission. Nothing could per- 
suade the General to sally out. 

^ I much fear that there are a good many other officers, 
besides the General, who wish to have as little to say to the 
enemy as possible ; amongst them Lieut-Col. Monteath, C.B., 
appears to be very much against anything like an active 
defence. . . He added that he was glad to be able to say 
that Col. Bennie was now ^ quite on the other tack.’ 

It will be seen how completely Backhouse had recovered 
from the state he was in at the first council, when he voted 
against Broadfoot. Even when Pollock wrote announcing the 
postponement of his advance to the relief of Jalalabad, and 
when suspicion was still in his mind that Government did not 
intend to exert its strength to save them, but to procrastinate 
‘ in the sure and certain hope that time must ultimately floor 
us all, and that there the matter will end,’ he counselled vigour. 
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* We have only to attack Akbar with vigour to floor him and his 
altogether, and it is undoubtedly the Genorars duty to make the 
attempt now that an opportunity offers itself; most officers in 
the garrison are of this o]_)inion, and Capt. Havelock has said 
all he could to the General in favour of it, but in vain/ 

This want of vigour emboldened the Afghans so much, that 
they actually brought their ilodcs to graze within GOO yards of 
the walls ; a proceeding which at once destroyed the forage and 
stimulated the appetites of the garrison. 

At length the General was persuaded to permit an attempt 
to capture the sheep : success rewarded the enterprise, 481 
sheep were brought in, ^ a very pleasing addition to our com- 
missariat resources." The Afghans were furious, and Akbar 
swore he would have the sheep back ; but, as Backhouse said, 
he must look sharp about it, as ‘ the flock is going the w^ay of 
all flesh pretty fast.’ 

It is worthy of record, and by no means the sole instance 
of similar conduct on the part of our native troops, that the 
35th N.I. gave up their share of the sheep, 40 in number, to 
the 13th L.I. because they believed that Europeans req^uired 
animal food more tlian they did. 

On April 5 and 6 it was reported that Gon. Pollock had 
attempted to force the Khaihar pass, and had failed. 

Akbar Khan, on hearing this, caused a salute to be fired, 
which induced the officers of the garrison to wait on Gen. Sale 
and beg that he would lead them at once against the Afghans. 

The General opposed the i)ropoRal, and raised many objec- 
tions ; words mn high, and the ease seemed hopeless, but at last 
he agreed to make the attempt. The success of the enterprise 
is well known, and is recorded in a despatch which, though not 
free from error, is loss misleading than others from the same 
source. 

A few extracts from Backhouse’s description of the fight will 
be found of interest. The force was divided into three columns, 
the centre under CoL Dennie, the left under Col. Monteath, and 
the right, in the absence of Capt. Broadfoot, wounded, under 
Capt. Havelock ; the whole being commanded by Gen. Sale in 
person. 

Eeference to the sketch of Jalalabad and its environs ^ 
’ Extract from garrisoa order, ® P. 47. 
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will greatly assist the reader in following Backhouse’s de- 
scription. 

‘ All got quicldy out and formed in columns, with skirmishers ‘ 
pushed in advance of each column, when ^^fonvard'' was the word for 
this day. The enemy soon opened a peppering fire on the right 
column as it passed to the right of the “ old patched-up fort,” which 
was the advanced post of the enemy, and occupied by 200 or 300 of 
their best men. Havelock kept moving and took no notice of this 
old fort, the plan being ’ to go straight on to the enemy’s camp, and 
disperse or destroy their horse, their principal strength. 

‘ Gen. Sale, however, who was with the centre column and passing 
to the left of the “patched-up fort,” on getting well peppered, ordered 
the 13th to carry it, and in the attempt we suffered considerably : in 
fact, our whole loss was sustained here, and, of course, fell principally 
on the 13th.’ 

The guns were sent for, Abbott and Macgregor battering 
one bastion, Backhouse and Dawes another. 

During the delay occasioned by these proceedings, the right 
column had got ahead, just in advance of ‘Ho. 1 Fort,’ and the 
enemy’s horse had collected and some of them had come down 
upon it. Havelock here halted, formed square, and beat them back. 
The left column, which was also halted, now became threatened by 
the enemy’s cavahy in force, when Gen. Sale was persuaded to leave 
the old ‘ patched-up fort ’ and push on to the main object. ' 

Then were the Afghans driven before our troops for some 
three miles into Akbar’s camp, where, though they fired a few 
guns, nothing like a stand was made. As the English came 
in at one side, Akbar and his followers bolted out at the other. 

‘ Although Gen. Sale did not pursue, the rout of the enemy was 
complete, and they dispersed in all directions, leaving four guns (all 
they had), all their tents, with three standards,’ and plenty of grain 
and supplies, 

‘ It is impossible to say what the strength of the enemy might have 
been ; but in all probability they were neither materially above or 
below 2,000 horse and 1,000 foot. Nor is it possible to say what the 
enemy suffered in killed, as all those killed at a distance by the guns 
were, of course, carried off, our steady advance and frequent halts 
giving them ample time. Not above thirty dead were counted on the 
field, nine of these being inside the “patched-up fort,” where our own 
loss in killed must have equalled that of the enemy. 

* Our only regret is the loss of poor old Col. Dennie, of the 13th, 
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who fell while gallantly bringing on the regiments to try and get 
into the ‘'patched-up fort.” ’ 

Describing the fighting at this fort, Backhouse continued : 

There must have been some strange work going on here, the 
13th putting their muskets in through the loopholes, and firing 
in, while the enemy were in the same manner firing out at them. 
The rascals inside pulled one of the 13th muskets in, and the 13th 
in exchange pulled one of theirs out, which proved Lo be one of the 
late 44th/^ 

The result of this gallant affair was tliat the garrison 
achieved its immediate relief. Akbar retired, carrying with 
him the prisoners from Lughman, and his army was nowhere 
to be seen. Backhouse concluded his description by moralis- 
ing on the state of man, the state of military life, and the 
value of its honours and rewards as exemplified by the fact 
that to Sir B. Sale, to his Staff, and to his regiment would fall 
the chief rewards and glory of the defence of Jalalabad. 

Pollock’s force arrived on April 1C, unopposed save during 
two days in the Kliaibar pass. After great exertion the Sikh 
troops had been induced to co-operate. There are two en- 
trances to tlie Khaibar pass, which unite at Ali Masjid ; the 
shorter, seven miles long, called the Shadi Bagiari route, and 
the other, fourteen miles long, the Jaba ki route. Pollock 
selected the shorter, and the other, with a longer exposure to 
danger, was assigned to our allies. With this arrangement 
we can have no quarrel ; in the general interest of the expe- 
dition the harder task was assigned to the Sikhs ; but if they 
cheerfully undertook it and performed it gallantly, we might 
expect, at least, that the thanks of the General would be 
tendered to them, and that they would he favourably men- 
tioned in despatches. Far from it, their services were as 
completely ignored by Pollock as those of Eroadfoot’s Sappers 
had been by Sale. Fortunately in both instances the clear 
sight of the Governor-General detected the omission, and the 
errors were rectified. 

No description of the defence of Jalalabad would bo com- 
plete without the insertion of Lord Ellenhorough’s notification 
which he issued at once on hearing the glad tidings of the 

® The 44th Regiment was part of the Kabul force recently destroyed. 
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victory of April 7. In it lie aj)plied to the garrison the term 
illustrious/ which it has borne ever since, and which it well 
deserved. He appealed successfully to the spirit and feelings 
of the army, and it is not too much to say that the notifica- 
tion in question is a model of what such a document should 
be, written in such circumstances. 

Sir William Casement, the military member of Council 
in Calcutta, wrote : 

‘ Your Lordship’s orders,’ of the 21st and 30th April, announcing 
the victory of the illustrious garrison of Jalalabad, and their conse- 
quent rewards, ‘ will be perused by every soldier throughout India 
with feelings of pride and gratitude, and will add more to the real 
strength of the army than would be effected by an augmentation of 
10,000 men.’ 

Sir Herbert Edwardes, long afterwwds, remarked on the 
fine sympathy and truth of the words which revived the spirit 
of the army. 

Notification by the Goveenoe-Gbneeal of India. 

Benares : April 21, 1S42. 

The Governor- General feels assured that every subject of the 
British Government will peruse with the deepest interest and satis- 
faction the report he now communicates of the entire defeat of the 
Afghan troops under Mahomed Akbar Khan by the garrison of 
Jellalabad. 

That illustrious garrison, which by its constancy in enduring pri- 
vation, and by its valour in action, has already obtained for itself 
the sympathy and respect of every true soldier, has now, sallying 
forth from its walls, under the command of its gallant leader, Major- 
Gen. Sir Eobert Sale, thoroughly beaten in open field an enemy 
of more than three times its numbers, taken the standards of their 
boasted cavalry, destroyed their camp, and recaptured four guns 
which, under circumstances which can never again occur, had during 
the last winter fallen into their hands. 

The Governor- General cordially congratulates the army upon the 
return of victory to its ranks. 

He is convinced that there, as in all former times, it will be 
found, while, as at Jellalabad, the European and native troops, 
mutually supporting each other, and evincing equal discipline and 
valour, are led into action by officers in whom they justly confide. 

The Governor- General directs that the substance of this notifi- 
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cation, and of Major-Gen. Sir Eobert Sale’s reports, be carefully 
made known to all the troops, and that a salute of twenty- one guns 
be fired at every principal station of the army. 

Careful search has been made in voluminous records, public 
and private, for a clue as to what first brought Broadfoot’s 
services in Jalalabad i^rominently to Lord Ellenborough’s 
notice. No trace of any interest having been used has been 
found; and since Sale’s earlier despatches, as has been already 
stated, omitted to mention these services, his Lordship’s early 
recognition of them must be credited partly to the insight 
into character and quick aj)preciation of talent which he, in 
common with other great rulers, possessed to an eminent 
degree ; and partly, in all probability, to the general sympathy 
with the army which he had always evinced. 

The first letter the Governor-General addressed to Broad- 
foot was on hearing that he had been severely wounded. It 
is as follows : 

Allahabad : April 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I heard with great regret of the severe wound you sustained 
lately in action in Jelalabad. I trust that it will not for any 
lengthened period prevent your service in the field, where your con- 
duct has been so distinguished upon all occasions. I should be glad 
to hear from yourself how you are. 

If you should be capable of active service, I will endeavour to 
find some mode of employment for you where your presence will be 
useful. If you should be, at present, unable to act in the field, I 
will endeavour to find some employment for you which will not 
require great bodily action. 

I remain, sir, your faithful friend and servant, 

Ellenbohough. 

This letter, it will readily be acknowledged, is most kind 
and considerate. It is, moreover, one which would attach the 
officers of the garrison to Lord Ellenborough and his Govern- 
ment ; for they could not fail to rejoice at the evident interest 
taken in one of themselves. To it Broadfoot replied ; 

Jelalabad : May 14, 1842. 

My Lord, — I had yesterday the honour of receiving your Lord- 
ship’s letter of the 25th ult., and I beg to assure you that I am not 
more flattered by so great and unexpected a distinction as your Lord- 
ship’s approbation so expressed, than I am penetrated by the kind- 
ness of your inquiries and offers of protection. 
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My wound is so nearly healed that I have already in part resumed 
my duties, and have every reason to hope that in a week or ten 
days I shall he fit for active service in the field, where it will be my 
endeavour and my pride to merit your Lordship’s favour better than 
I can pretend to have done hitherto. 

With reference to future employment, my ambition is to serve 
the Government and my country in the way your Lordship may con- 
sider me most likely to be useful ; and if, in subordination to this, I 
might express a wish, it would be to serve in the field till the end 
of the war, whether with the corps I have now the honour to com- 
mand or otherwise. I have &c. 

G. Beoadfoot. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Ellenborough. 

The following letter, written when suffering from his wound, 
refers in some measure to events already described. Allusion, 
it will be observed, is made to correspondence with Colin 
Mackenzie, then a prisoner at Badiabad. On April 26, Akbar 
Khan sent him to Jalalabad on parole to negotiate for the re- 
lease of the prisoners. He returned, unsuccessful, on the 29th. 

Jelalabad : April 17, 1842. 

My dear Malcolmson, — Yesterday Gen. Pollock’s force arrived, 
and for the first time for several months we received letters, all 
former communications having been confined to a scrap of paper 
(on pubhc business) small enough to be concealed in a quill, and 
this only two or three times a month. We had four months’ English 
news to receive. From you I received your notes of January 
15 and 27, and your letter of the 17th ; and am merely able to certify 
under my own band that I am alive, and would have been well but 
for a womrd received on the 24th ultimo, which is getting better, 
but still lays me up. 

The papers will probably give you more or less accurate accounts 
of 0X11 doings here. At present I cannot ; and perhaps by the 
time I have strength enough, the tale will be too old to tell. There 
has been some secret history, which will now probably never be 
known, but which will when we meet 1 dare say interest you, for we 
have been in circumstances rare in British armies, or even in modern 
war, and such as could not fail to try men severely. 

Briefly, our history is that our defensive works were far advanced ; 
we were, in fact, secure against such enemies by the middle of 
February. Then came Mahomed Acbar Khan, who, speedily finding 
there was httle hope of carrying the place by arms, proceeded to 



CH. IV 


KEOAPITULATION OF INCIDENTS IN DEFENCE 


07 


blockade us. On February 19 an earthquake damaged our defences 
very seriously, and almost destroyed the town. Great labour on 
the part of the troops soon set matters right. About the end of 
the month the enemy commenced a system of almost daily attacks 
on our foragers and working parties, and on the fort itself ; each 
contest of course had its own little history, now hardly worth re- 
cording ; at all events, I am too weak. 

On March 24. they attacked with more than ordinary boldness ; 
but a sortie, commanded by your humble servant, overthrow them 
in a manner that prevented them ever returning. They say, till 
then, the more sanguine hoped to take the place, but after that all 
despaired ; but I got a bullet into my body for my pains. 

After several days of rest we took the offensive by going and 
driving in a flock of their sheep, dispersing and killing tlie guards, 
who fled. Nothing then occurred till the 7th, when the enemy’s 
camp was attacked, and he fled, leaving guns, tents, and all in our 
hands. 

They heard of Pollock’s success in the Khyber, though to us it 
was reported our troops were defeated. Mahomed Acbar fled early* 
and carried off the prisoners and hostages from Lughman. 

The country is in terror of us. Mahomed Acbar’s present abode 
and intentions are not very well known. 

The Shah is murdered, and all in confusion at Cahool. But I must 
stop. I meant to inclose a letter home, but this will be too early 
for the mail, and I am much exhausted, you may easily believe. 

Ajpril 20 . — After seven months without pay, my poor fellows are 
in rags, and their many wants, now we are relieved, have occupied 
mo to exhaustion, and so much so that I could not finish this till now. 

It is not certainly known where the poor prisoners were^ carried 
after the defeat of the enemy on the 7th. Negotiations were in pro- 
gress (not very hopeful) for their release, but no intercourse has taken 
place since Acbar’s flight. 

I send you a copy of poor Colin’s ' last letter to mo. I never had 
but one before, though the other prisoners wrote often; but they and 
we were obliged to be very cautious, as all letters were sent open and 
translated to Mahomed Acbar, by a Delhi College student with him. 
A letter sent secretly by Pottinger reached this, but the circumstance 
was discovered (by our despatches being intercepted), and caused 
severe usage and threats to the poorprisoners. Iwrote very cautiously, 
and spoke very respectfully of Mahomed Acbar; but they took it into 
their heads I was an obstacle to the attainment of their wishes ; and, 
you will see by Colin’s letter, interdicted for a time correspondence 
with me. 


^ Colin Mackenzie. 


H 
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We have been qiiite shocked, in getting newspapers, at the conduct 
of persons in Peshawnr, or the provinces, writing to the papers 
fabrications that must have caused great misery to the suffering 
relatives of those who have fallen. People known here to be killed 
are said to be alive; and Dr. Brydon or a Jelalabad letter coolly 
quoted as authority. Alas ! there is little reason to look for a single 
European except those known to be in Cabool, and lately in 
Lughman. Poor Brydon too, whose collectedness in trying circum- 
stances, and whose caution and accuracy of memory, are remarkable, is 
made to father every sort of contradiction. He is recovered of his 
wounds, and marched this morning with a detachment to the Khyber. 

The affair of the 7th was a very brilliant one : errors there were, 
but these will always occur. I was of course not there, being then 
in the early stage of the wound ; but my place was admirably filled 
by a better man, Havelock, who commanded my column. I hope it 
will be the means of getting him his promotion. 

Gen. Pollock’s difficulties have been great, from the previous 
failures and the depression among the troops. It has filled me with 
shame to hear of the way officers talked there ; and I fear this un- 
manly, nay disgraceful, state of things is not yet at an end ; but this 
has existed in every army even under able leaders. It ruined Sir 
John Moore, and Wellington’s correspondence shows how he had to 
contend against it. Mismanagement and feeble commanders always 
produce it. Vigour and success remove it. 

Pollock’s attack on the Afreedees seems to have been judicious 
and well executed. At Dakha there was a httle mismanagement 
but, I believe, not his. 

I am bedridden, and hardly know what is going on. There are 
difficulties regarding auppHes, and a hesitation apparent, that make 
me fear a httle the want of previous preparation and forethought, 
as well as of a fixed plan, without which no military enterprise can 
prosper. 

What are all the papers raving about Acbar’s humanity and inno- 
cence ? The Afghans and Acbar are no worse than other nations in 
the same state of civilisation ; but ferocious cruelty and treachery 
are universal among them. Add to this the Mahomedan religion 
and the fanatical excitement lately raised, and you will wonder at 
nothing. Why, what I have seen with my own eyes, and what I 
know to have occurred, would make quiet people’s blood run cold. 

I know that Macnaghten’s murder was considered by Mahomed 
Acbar’ s nearest relations (to one of whom I may, when well and at 
leisure, or when we meet, introduce you) as a clever and legitimate 
stratagem. Had poor Macnaghten been in any degree acquainted 
with mankind, had he even known what Afghans are* he would no 
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more have gone out as he did, than he would have shot himself. 
Why, the old grey-hearded men came out with oaths and protestations 
of pity, and with bread in their hands, to a poor fugitive officer near 
this, to throw him off his guard, and having succeeded in doing so, 
with a knife ripped up his belly as he was patting the man on his 
shoulder. Now this they look upon as an act of piety and clever- 
ness. ‘ You do not know how to make war,’ said a Barukzye chief to 
me. ‘ You take a place, and spare the people : nay, give rewards 
to your enemies (too true of Macnaghten), when you should invite 
the heads to meet you, and seize and kill them, and then take the 
place — kill every man and old woman, have the women ravished, and 
the boys and girls given to the troops. Then all the neighbouring 
places are afraid, and submit. That was how Dost Mahomed con- 
quered the Kohistan ; but he was a wise man till the Kuzzilbashes 
ruined him’ ! This was a very superior man, and a very near rela- 
tion of the Dost ; a first cousin, son of Futeh Khan’s elder brother, 
hy the same mother, a very different relationship here from brother- 
hood only by the father. 

But I must stop ; my strength fails, and the inflammation of the 
eyes threatens to return. 

I have only had one interview with Gen. Pollock ; he was kind 
and frank. My impression was, that he is much above anything 
we have yet seen in this country. What he has done has been well 
done, though difficult ; but it still remains to he seen whether he is 
quite equal to the very arduous task before him. I trust and hope 
he is; and if so, and 'if Government do their duty, all will be well. 

You mention a note inclosed in yours from your chief secretary ; 
hut it came not. I have heard of him. 

You will observe the religious tone of Colin’s letter.^ It is not 
more so than his letters and conversation on all occasions. He has 
been very religious for several years, and ever since his wife’s death. 

Write to yours ever afi’ectionately, 

G. Broadfoot. 

I trust all yours are well at home. 

The wound is low in the right side, through the top of the hip 
bone into the abdomen ; ball cut out between navel and groin ; a 
very narrow escape. Send my news on at once to Gen. Cullen, 
and say to-morrow I begin, but it may take me days to finish, 
letters both to him and Lord Elphinstone. From the latter I have 
a most kind letter. The unfortunate General, his relation, will 
now be made the scapegoat of all. His error (being bedridden) 
was not resigning the command in name as well as in reality. 

® The letter is not reproduced lor want of space. 
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Too weak to copy Colin’s note : to-morrow you shall have both 
that and his former one. Yours ever, G. B. 

You say many about you were interested for me. Thank all 
most Idndly. I know not how it is, I feel every kindness still most 
sensibly, and yet seem to myself, since William’s death, utterly 
seared and burnt up in the heart. The future is joyless. 

Broadfoot’s letters at this time are naturally full of refe- 
rences to the prisoners. In one to Mr. Loch, after mentioning 
that two lakhs of rupees had been offered, and three lakhs 
(30,000^.) would be given if necessary for their release, he 
remarked : ^ A little more vigour in our military arrange- 
ments would secure their release better than treating with 
such men.’ This view was shared by Lord Ellenborough, 
who has been, it is believed unjustly, accused of indifference 
to their fate. 

Broadfoot never omitted a fair opportunity of recording 
his appreciation of the services of his subalterns ; in the letter 
just cited, he wrote : 

Young Orr is my adjutant, and a most gallant and intelligent 
soldier. Another officer with me is a son of AUan Cunningham the 
poet ; and two braver or more promising officers are not in the ser- 
vice. If I lost them, this force, large as it is, could not replace 
them (excepting one young officer, Lieut. Mayne, of the Quarter- 
master-General’s Department). 

On hearing of Pollock’s arrival at Jalalabad, Lord Ellen- 
borough pubhshed a general order announcing the fact, and 
directing the issue of a medal to the garrison. The following 
extracts have special interest as showing his clear perception 
of the nature and value of Pollock’s services, and of those 
rendered by the garrison. 

Allahabad : April 30, 1842. 

The Governor-General has received a report from Major-Gen. 
Pollock, G.B., dated the 16th instant, announcing his arrival at 
Jellalabad. 

The Major-General has thus carried into effect the orders of the 
Government in a manner which entitles him to the highest appro- 
bation. 

Receiving the command of the army at Peshawur under circum- 
stances of peculiar difficulty, he haSj in the midst of new andunfore- 
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seen embarrassments and disappointments, preserved a firm mind, 
and, justly relying upon his own judgment, he has at last, withe q^ual 
discretion and decision, accomplished the object he was directed to 
effect. 

The Governor- General requests Major-Gen. Pollock to accept 
his acknowledgments of the good service he has thus rendered 
to the Government of India, and begs he will communicate to the 
gallant officers and troops under his command the entire satisfac- 
tion with which their conduct has been regarded on this occasion. 

The Governor- General has already, in communicating the de- 
spatch from Major-Gen. Sir Eobert Sale, dated the 7th 

instant, expressed his high sense of the services of that officer, and 
of the garrison of Jellalabad, terminating on that day by a decisive 
victory, which would have left nothing to desire had Col. Dennie 
survived to enjoy it. 

The garrison of Jellalabad having on that day achieved its safety 
by its own prowess, and being now reunited to the army by the 
movements of the force under the command of Major- Gen. 
Pollock, C.B., it remains only for the Governor-General to testify 
his opinion of the just claims of that garrison to the gratitude of 
the' Government and of their country. 

The Governor-General, taking into consideration the many 
great privations to which the troops composing the garrison of 
Jellalabad were exposed during the blockade of that place, and the 
noble fortitude with which all such privations were borne, as well 
as the various losses the troops sustained, is pleased to direct that 
a donation of six months’ batta be made to all the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates, European and native, who 
composed the garrison of Jellalabad on April 7, 1842. 

One or two opinionB of distinguished soldiers on Lord 
Ellenhorough’s notifications and general orders have already 
been quoted : the inapression they made on Broadfoot may he 
gathered from the following extract from a letter dated 
May 16, 1842, to Dr. Maleolmson : 

Have- you seen Lord Ellenborough’s order ? Its- effect has been 
extraordinary. When such is se.en to be the head, the miserable 
grumblings we have had will quickly cease. There is great discrimi- 
nation in praising Pollock. This is of the W ellealey school,, and will 
soon raise the tone of the troops to that of the great Marquis’s 
time. 

He has even addressed to me a most handsome and kind letter. 
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wHieh, even not deserving, I confess I felt vain of. I send you a 
copy, wliicli pass on to Gren, Cullen and home. 

Broadfoot next referred to Colin Mackenzie’s fruitless mis- 
sion on behalf of the prisoners, and to his having returned to 
a captivity which then seemed hopeless, though some of his 
friends urged that circumstances which had occurred had re- 
leased him from his parole. ‘ Poor Colin — most noble Colin — 
the modern Eegulus as Havelock truly styles him, has been in 
again on his fruitless mission. Heroism such as his may gild 
even defeats such as ours.’ 

Of Gen. Elphinstone in the same letter Broadfoot wrote 
that he was a high-minded, generous, and most unfortunate 
man. He did not surrender to the Afghans, ^ but was en- 
trapped. and detained in spite of repeated demands to be sent 
back that he might perish with his men. He was reduced to 
mental and bodily imbecility by disease, but never ceased to 
be a brave and high-spirited soldier.’ 

In a letter to Mrs. Bayley, dated May 3, 1842, in which 
the good service performed by Colin Mackenzie at Kabul is 
detailed, it is mentioned that when Sir W. Macnaghten was 
murdered, Mackenzie and George Lawrence 

were savagely attacked by the multitude, and Colin’s hfe saved only 
by [the] extraordinary exertions of a chief (Moyunoodeen Khan), who 
literally risked his own life to savehim. This chief has aU along been 
one of the most active and boldest of our enemies both at Cabool 
and here ; but between him and Cohn there is a strict alliance. 
Oddly enough, there is every reason to beUeve it was this very man 
who wounded me. He intimated as much to Colin, and gave so 
minute an account of the transaction that he must have been pre- 
sent. He performed the feat with a double-barrelled gun, the 
plunder of some unfortunate officer. For his care of Colin, however, 
I have sent him word that if ever he falls into the hands of the 
‘ Black Kafirs," as my men are called, to seek me out, and he shall be 
saved. . . . 

As for me, I am pretty generally known ; and, among other desig- 
nations, rejoice in the title Tor kalee Feringee, and Feringee Siyah 
jposh, which in Pushtoo and Persian signify ‘ black-coated Feringee : ’ 
this, from a velvet shooting jacket of Colin’s which I harrowed in 
Cabool, and, having worn eight months, shall never return. 

Eegarding Colin there are many conjectures: that he is my 
brother is certain, but then his being Sir W. Macnaghten’s son is 
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puzzling, seeing that I have no claim to that honour. The graver 
shake their heads at it, as confirming some strange stories of the 
domestic manners of the Kafirs, and doubtless conclude our expulsion 
indispensable to the preservation of Afghan morality from corruption 
by such examples, as there is little hope of our locking up our ladies 
as we ought. 

Broadfoot’e next letter to the same lady is quoted in full : 

Jelalabad : May 20, 1842. 

My dear Mrs. Bayley, — Last night I had the very great pleasure 
of receiving your letter of the 29th of April, and though this is our 
latest day for the overland mail and I have not yet written home, 
I cannot defer at least thanking you for your kind remembrance of 
me. Would that it had arrived but a few days earlier ! for then poor 
Colin would have shared my pleasure ; but he, alas I is once more 
among the Afghans, whom, however, barbarous as they are, his 
heroism and virtue have filled with admiration. I have just been 
visited by some leading men of the tribes westward of this valley, 
who spoke of his self-devotion as to them incomprehensible, ‘ for,’ 
said they, ‘ he is not deceived, he is a wise man, and knows how 
Afghans observe treaties ; yet he goes back, when he has it in his 
power to remain in safety.’ When Colin was last here, we heard of 
Mahomed Akbar going to Cabool. Some, whoso opinions are of 
weight, doubted Colin’s obligation to return, but he would not listen 
to this. My own opinion was, though Mahomed Akbar’s renewing 
hostilities showed how little he was sincere, yet that, as he was not 
bound to abstain from them, Colin was not free to reanain ; but 
I did think him entitled to remain till it was known whether the 
excitement of this new war would render his present escort in- 
sufficient to protect his passage, and above all to learn whether the 
same cause had produced any popular outrage on the other prisoners. 
Colin agreed, but urged but too truly that delay on his part might 
provoke these outrages, and he therefore departed. 

We have not yet heard of him, but there has hardly been time 
even if he go only to Tezeen, though he will most likely have to 
go to Cabool, Anxious about him we cannot but be, yet I know 
the men with him are desirous to protect him, and I believe them 
able to do so, for they are relations of the principal chief, near rela- 
tions, and the esteem they perceive Colin enjoys here has confirmed 
their opinion, already very high, of his value as a hostage in their 
hands. These men fought against us all the way from Cabool to 
Gundumuk, and then* returning to Cabool, fought there till they 
accompanied Mahomed Akbar to this place. They were a good deal 
witH me, being fond of talking to us of any affairs where they had 
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chanced to see any officer they remembered, and they one and all 
spoke of Colin with unfeigned wonder. His defence of his fort and 
cutting his way after all to cantonments, whose occupants did not 
dare to go to him, and his brilliant valour to the last, made them 
doubt his being of the same race as those who, alas ! but too often 
showed differently before them. ‘Had he,’ said they repeatedly, 
‘ been ruler, the victory would not have been ours,’ for they well 
know who did, and who did not, advocate vigorous measures. They 
also spoke with reverence of his wisdom ; ‘ for,’ said they, ‘ he speaks 
as kings and wuzeers cannot speak.’ 

But I must not forget to ask you to put for him a question to 
Thoby Prinsep, which, however, I am not sure anyone but Lord 
EUenborough can answer ; namely, whether, because of the general 
failure at Cabool, all who served there will be excluded from 
honours ? Exclusion is in such cases very common, and with 
reason, in general, because disaster is usually owing to mismanage- 
ment, and it would not do to reward those who, having brought on 
a public misfortune, display courage, or even skill, in meeting it. 
This would almost induce men to get into scrapes in order to be 
honoured for getting well through them. But in cases where one 
set of men cause the misfortune, and others diminish its extent, or 
its disgrace, by their courage or sldll, the latter surely should, and I 
believe usually do, receive their reward. But Colin has, besides 
the latter merit, a separate claim altogether from the others. On 
November 2 he was not in the cantonments, nor with Brigadier Shel- 
ton, but in a fort in the city. He was attacked — they were not ; with 
them all was indecision, or feeble efforts the defeat of which de- 
moralised the troops — with him a desperate defence (with less than 
100 Jezailchees and thirty of my Sappers) for two days, and finally 
cutting through the enemy a safe passage, not only for his men, but 
for the wives and families of my regiment, who were left at Cabool, 
[and have] since [been] massacred. 

Surely such an action as this will not miss its reward because 
the large force to which he fought his way failed in following his 
example. There may be delay for inquiry, but I feel certain that, 
under Lord EUenborough, Colin will not, in the end, want the 
Honours he has so nobly merited. He was with me when I received 
a most kind and flattering letter from Lord EUenborough, and from 
it first conceived hopes that he would not be overlooked, and car- 
ried back to his fellow-prisoners the belief, which will hghten their 
captivity, that the new Government is one likely to excite their 
armies to the effort necessary to their deliverance. Unfortunately 
he left before Lord E.’s order was received, which would have 
greatly deliglited him, for none felt more than he how bitterly dis- 
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couragement of the heads had prepared the Cabool t^ppg to sink^ 
into misfortune. 

You are, I know, almost angry that I should bore you witEall 
this, which, you will perceive, is for Thoby, who ought to be greatly 
flattered by having such a channel of correspondence. But you 
will forgive me when you remember it is at Colin’s request. One 
thing more he asked me to say^; namely, that had we been able to 


advance on Cabool before the terror of the enemy had subsided, we 
should, by this time, have had every prisoner ; but that their re- 
lease is now indeflnitely postponed. I will not farther plague you 
by writing at Thoby on this subject ; but must say to yourself 
merely that I do much fear we cannot hope for their deliver- 
ance now, on any but terms not to be thought of, till we have 
renewed the enemy’s terror by fresh victories ; and these I hope 
soon to contribute 7non 2 ^cUt possible to obtain. Easy, with such a 
force, they will be, and I hope early. 

What you tell me of Lord Ellenborough’s kind views with 
regard to me has greatly surprised me, as I cannot think how he 
could have thought me worthy of so much. I fear you are here not 
blameless, and all your most kind circle, with Thoby as the organ, 
in raising an opinion of ;pauvre moi that I shall find it hard to 
disappoint only moderately. Yet I will not say I am not greatly 
gratified thereby, as I was by his letter, for it is most kind ; and 
above all, his last order shows not only the hearty understanding 
and value of their doings that soldiers rejoice at in their rulers, but 
a discrimination (in praising Gen. Pollock, for example) not of 
late years usual. I trust, however, the Governor-General will not 
think of placing me in any situation Bengal officers look on as 
exclusively their own ; for it would bring on him a storm of un- 
popularity which rather than, in return for such kindness, be the 
cause of, I would descend, ^ unsung, unhonoured, to the grave.’ 
But talking of song, I am all impatience for Mrs. Cameron’s letter, 
of which, pray, in my name, importunately remind her, with her 
husband’s lines on the late action and Col. Bennie’s fall. And I 
too, if I read your letter aright, am thought worthy to be at least 
alluded to by the Muse. If I bo not already the vainest of men, 
nothing now can keep me from becoming so, for when the thought 
of my own unworthiness is about to save me, straightway it is ex- 
pelled by that most irresistible and subtle poison, delicious poison 
of the soul, praise from beauty’s lip or pen, the former being in 
reserve, I trust, till I bring broth&r Colin to help me to obtain it. 

You are right in guessing I was disappointed in not being able 
to command the third column on the 7th, for such would have been 
my post, as commanding a regiment ; but I was able heartily to 
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rejoice that my misfortune brought conspicuously forward one of the 
best officers in the service, Capt. Havelock, of the 13th, who that day, 
to the public advantage, took my place. 

Only one of Thoby’s letters has reached me ; the other, Hke my 
history f has gone to enlighten Mahomed Akbar. 

Poor Colin saw Miss Impey’s death in the paper the evening 
before he went, and was much affected by it. He will be exceedingly 
glad to hear what you say of poor Mrs. Mackenzie’s getting over the 
shock, when I can communicate with him, for he expressed much 
concern regarding this. Give my warmest regards to Bayley, to 
each of your sisters, and every member of your circle, and beheve 
me, my dear Mrs. Bayley, 

Most sincerely yours, 

G. Beoadpoot. 

I am greatly obliged by your making Capt. Hillier write, and was 
much pleased on hearing from him. I hope he will be permanently 
appointed to Lord Ellenborough’s staff. 

If I do not get an early answer to this, I shall conclude the length 
of it has frightened you, and that you are even too angry therewith 
to scold me ; so write out of compassion. It is believed here that 
Mahomed Akbar is in possession of the Bala Hissar at Cabool ; the 
unfortunate royal family being in his hands, or at least they can he 
so when he chooses, for the titular king is, in fact, a prisoner. They 
went up from Loodhiana, you perhaps remember, -under my charge, 
and found me so good a that they occasionally sent me mes- 
sages afterwards. The last was after I had left Cahool, entreating 
me to return, and take them back ! They will now be reduced to 
starvation. 

The following extract refers to the wound received in the 
skirmish of March 24 : 

I did intend to send you a long letter this month ; but want of 
strength still compels me to lie do-wn several times a day, and writing 
especially fatigues, so that my ordinary business, or rather the im- 
usual press of it, after so long being shut out from the world, is more 
than I can well accomplish, working too every moment I can. To 
say the truth, too, I expected to have been more nearly recovered 
than I am ; and therefore wrote some long letters I should certainly 
have deferred tiU after yours, had I known what was to be. My wound 
had healed where the ball entered, and was all but weU where it was 
cut out ; hut after two days of uneasiness both wounds yesterday 
opened again ; and to-day some threads &e. were extracted, and a 
splinter of bone is coming. It is now clear that there is much within 
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that has no business there, and that the haste it cannot help making 
to heal, is an annoyance ; for each splinter of bone and each bit of 
thread or cloth will reopen it and till all are out, I shall not be 
quite well. In the mean time, as old Gen. Sale tells me, it is as good 
as a seton to my liver this hot weather, being on the right side. In 
spite of it, I daily gain strength; and should there be anything to 
do, I shall be in my place. 

About this time there appeared in a Madras newspaper 
mention of the council of war and of the vote for treating 
with the enemy with the view to evacuating Jalalabad, which, 
now that the success of the defence was assured, it was wished 
to keep secret. Broadfoot’s services and opposition to the 
vote were mentioned. Broadfoot saw the account, suspected 
Malcolmson of having furnished it, and was displeased. For 
Malcolmson wrote to Miss Broadfoot on June 17, 1842 : 

As there will now probably be no letter from George for this 
steamer, which sails to-morrow, earlier because of the monsoon, I 
shall copy his last, except some little mere official details connected 
with business. You must not, and I do not suppose you would, allow 
his views to find their way into the papers, as he wrote me in very 
ill humour last month when inclosing the letter to you and to Miss 
Sutherland, under the supposition that I had written a memoir of 
the axj^loiis of your brother in one of the Madras papers, which I 
have never yet seen nor heard of except from himself. His news I 
always send on to Gen. Cullen as he directs, and the General to Lord 
Elphinstone, and of course part is caught up and finds its way to the 
papers. But they cannot keep it a secret if they would. You will 
see by the papers I send, that George will receive his honours, and no 
doubt more substantial rewards ; for with all the faults of this Go- 
vernment real merit is sought out and made use of for its own sake. 

In further explanation of this episode a letter from Dr, Mai- 
colmson to Gen. Cullen of July 18, 1842’, is quoted. 

I received your letter in due course, and was sorry that I had 
mentioned the article in the Madras paper before I got your letter. 
I suppose it was our friend Ketchen who mentioned what, however, 
could not long remain a secret. He had written to me some time 
before and was most anxious to hear of Broadfoot, and I told him 
about the council, not thinking it requisite to be so reserved after 
Mr. Clerk had sent me, in a demi-official way, a copy of a note by 
Broadfoot fourteen days after he must have received it, from which 
I inferred that it was no longer a secret. 
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I have since heard from Broadfoot, vexed because he thought I 
was, and approving of what I had done. He seemed to have for- 
gotten what he wrote, which was indeed only a few lines, sending 
on letters to his sisters. His letter of June 11 was written from 
the fort of a certain Mir Ali Khan, on the side of the river opposite 
to that on which Jelalabad stands. He says : ‘ I never seriously 
thought you imprudently communicative, but being annoyed, let 
out my spleen on the most intimate friend I have, as a man pro- 
voked carries home his ill humour to his wife. What vexed me at 
the moment was, that the letter being ascribed to me, seemed like 
boasting on my part, and also that I suspect the council of war 
has been burked. We had a second council of war afterwards on 
Shah Shoojah’s reply coming down ; the panic had ceased by that 
time among the members, and though the Greneral and Political 
Agent were still for capitulation, even urgently for it, the opposi- 
tion carried the day and broke it off. The Shah, by not promptly 
accepting our first offer to go, gave us an honourable opportunity 
of backing out; I implored them to deliberate a day, but Gen. 
Sale was obstinate and bullied ; the Political Agent backed him, and 
we had a very stormy meeting. But the capitulation was got rid 
of, and the Shah’s messenger despatched. Next day came news of 
the Government and Pollock being determined to relieve us, and 
great was the consternation of the capitulators. 

' There had been no dawhs to report it at the time, and I have a 
considerable suspicion the proceedings and my protest, or rather 
reason for vote, were not sent down in reply to congratulatory letters 
on the firmness evinced in standing out. 

‘ This being the case, any publication of the matter by me would 
have made me the object of extreme ill will, which it is difficult to 
avoid if you do your duty faithfully, impossible if it be known you 
have chanced to do it when others took a different course. Did I 
send you any copies of papers about it ? I had forgotten the note 
to Mackeson ; I remember I wrote it thinking that of course he 
must know it from Macgregor.* 

The note to Mackeson here referred to was copied by Mr. 
Clerk and sent to Dr. Maleolmson, who in turn had copies 
made and sent to Miss Broadfoot- There are evident discre- 
pancies in the dates, but they are of no consequence. 

In forwarding the copies in a letter dated December 31, 
1842, Dr. Maleolmson remarked : 

I do not think that I sent you a copy of his ^ note to Capt. Macke- 
® Broadfoot’s. 
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son, Political Agent at Peshawar, written the day of the capitula- 
tion of Jelalabad being decided on, and sent to Mr. Clerk, then and 
now envoy to Lahore, who sent it to me, and also, no doubt, to Mr. 
T. Prinsep, the member of Council, It will be well to preserve it, 
as this will one day be matter of history, and will be valuable should 
ever the matter be questioned, as it may he. The original I keep. 
My own note by the same opportunity came from Gen. Pollock, and 
was in size three-quarters of an inch by one-quarter. Do not let it 
get into the papers, however. 

You must read the account of the dinner to Major Outram, of 
whom you will find mention in one of James’s letters you read to 
me in London. He is a noble fellow, and spoke more than once in 
the warmest terms of James, of his talents and his virtues. He 
knew William also, and rejoiced in George’s honours — or rather 
deeds. 

ilfr. G, Clerk^ Envoy to Mr. J, G. Malcolmson. 

Amritsar : March 2, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — As requested by Capt. Broadfoot, I have taken a 
copy, which I forward to you, of his letter of the 23rd ult. to Capt. 
Mackes on at Peshawur. 

Capt. G. Broadfoot to Capt. Macheson. 

Jelalabad: January 23, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — The bearer, Adil Shah, is a Jemadar of the Sappers 
and Miners, and will recruit for me if he can ; he has behaved with 
great bravery in Cabool under Mackenzie, Pray assist him with 
money, and debit it to me. 

We are, of course, looking your way for help, or we shall have 
little choice but an honourable death, and inshallah ! ^ it shall be 
honourable. 

Macgregor will have told you of our council and its results. I 
was against the whole proceeding, but outvoted, save in a modifica- 
tion of the mischief, viz, ne pas donnar des otages, Alas ! that 
such matters should be debated among us ; however, we shall trust 
yet to see you here with Gen. Pollock. The Government will 
avenge our slaughtered brethren before we are added to the number. 
May I beg you to forward this to T. Prinsep, through Clerk, sending 
a copy also to Mr. J. G. Malcolmson, of Messrs. Forbes & Co., 
Bombay ? Letters to-day from Lughman. Mackenzie and all well. 


^ In God’s name. 
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CHAPTBE V. 

1812, 

Pollock’s army at Jalalakad— Lord Ellenborough and G-enorals Pollock and 
Nott— Letter to Mr. Locli: services of Dr. John Forsyth — Bcsud esiietlilion 
— Letter to Mrs. Bayley~The prisoners — Bad equipment of Pollock’s force 
— Colin Mackenzie’s services — What led to Sir A. Burnes’s murder — Suc- 
cessor to Mr. Hodgson required in Nepal — ^Letter from Lord Ellenborough 
— The Kabul disasters— Broadfoot’s remarks on Eyre’s narrative— Expedi- 
tion to Fatehabad. 

The forces at Jalalabad were delayed there during the summer 
and part of the autumn, mainly for want of carriage. Originally 
Pollock’s force was intended solely for the relief and withdrawal 
of its garrison to a position of safety. This arrangement was 
made whilst Lord Auckland was Governor-General, and was for 
some time adhered to, and insisted upon, by his successor ; 
who, however, could not refrain from expressing his desire that 
if possible such a blow might be struck as would restore the 
prestige of British arms in Afghanistan. 

The inefficiency of Pollock’s force, and the narrow escape 
of Kandahar when Gen. Nott went out after the enemy, who 
eluded him and suddenly assaulted the place, for the time 
confirmed the Governor-General in his opinion that our forces 
should he withdrawn at the earliest possible date. 

Endeavour has been made by Lord Ellenborough’ s detrac- 
tors to make capital out of the conflicting orders sent to Pollock 
and Nott. The two generals have been represented as anxious 
to advance, but prevented by the timidity of the Governor- 
General, and letters have been quoted which appeared to auj)- 
port the allegation. A laborious search has resulted in the 
discovery of many interesting letters from the Governor-General 
and the two commanders and 'others, which show the matter 
in a somewhat different light. It is to he regretted that want’ 
of space, and the desirability of confining the present work to 
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the scenes in which Capt. Broadfoot played a part, must pre- 
vent any extensive quotation from these documents. 

What happened may be thus briefly stated. Pollock was 
authorised to procure carriage, and the Governor-General 
exerted himself to the utmost to help him. As soon as Lord 
Ellenborough’s confidence in Nott was restored, which was very 
soon after the Kandahar episode above mentioned, and some 
progress had been made in the equipment of Pollock’s force, 
he gave Nott the option of withdrawing his division by marching 
on Kabul, where he would meet Pollock, who would then retire 
the combined army by the Khaibar route. Correctly anticipa- 
ting Nott’s reply, he wrote to Pollock and intimated his wishes. 

It was reported at the time from Kandahar, and the report 
seems to have been repeated in the Life of Sir George Pollock,^ 
that on an occasion of receiving orders for withdrawal, Pollock 
wrote to Nott advising him to disobey them. Lord Ellen- 
borough noticed the report, but added in a letter to Pollock 
that he did not believe it. The General replied, ‘ It is very 
gratifying to me that you have done me the justice to believe 
that I could not advise Gen. Nott to disobey orders. Any 
letters that I have written to Gen. Nott have been confidential ; 
but he is a stranger to me, and, if I am correctly informed, 
jealous of his command ; it is therefore most improbable that 
I could so far have forgotten myself as to have advised him to act 
contrary to orders.’ To further exculpate himself from such a 
charge, he sent to the Governor- General copies of all the letters 
he had written to Nott, and expressed the hope ' that they will 
be found to contain nothing which could warrant the construc- 
tion put upon them.’ 

The only other step taken by the Governor- General which 
need be mentioned here, was the withdrawal of power from the 
political agents, and their subordination to the military com- 
manders. Lord Fitzgerald, then President of the Board of 
Control, in a private letter remarked : The Duke is delighted 
with your having withdrawn power from the political agents, 
and confided it to the military commanders. lie attributes 
all our late reverses to the interference of civilians, fully as 
much as to adverse climate or professional incapacity.’ 

Keferring to a recent attempt on the Queen’s life, he said : 

» P. 297. 
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‘ It was in every respect a childish affair, but it has naturally 
excited uneasiness and alarm in the palace ; I do not mean in 
the breast of the Queen ; hers is a spirit unconscious of fear 
for herself, but she is haunted with a notion of danger to her 
husband and her children.’ 

During the halt at Jalalabad, Broadfoot wrote many letters 
and was employed on several small expeditions. A selection 
from the former and some extracts regarding the latter may be 
permitted. 

The Shah’s service was abolished from the date of his 
death ; the immediate result being that the officers in it were 
all suddenly reduced to half pay, whilst they were still favoured 
with double work and double expense. Dr. Forsyth, the super- 
intending surgeon, to whose devoted service and attention both 
officers and men owed much, was in consequence plunged into 
serious difficulties. Knowing this, Broadfoot wrote to Mr. 
Loch, and after explaining the circumstances begged that a 
cadetship might, if possible, be given to Forsyth’s son. The 
letter, it will be conceded, is an admirable one, and its result 
will hereafter appear. 

Jelalabad : June 21, 1842. 

My dear Mr. Loch, — I intended to have written you at length 
on various topics this month ; but early in June, I was suddenly 
ordered with my own corps, a troop of horse, and 200 Native 
Infantry, to cross the river into the district of Besood, which was 
threatened by Azeez Khan, our first besieger, and Abdool Ghuffoor 
Khan, Barukzye, a cousin of the ex-Ameer’s, who has figured on 
both sides in the late transactions. The river is wide and rapid, 
and our means of crossing it have been strangely neglected. It 
consequently took me three days to cross my party. 

The enemy made off on our approach, and I was ordered to re- 
main to collect supphes, and protect the collection and arrival of the 
revenue. These duties, and that of rendering a bad position safe, 
gave me pretty hard work till three or four days back, when I was 
ordered back to occupy the ground left vacant by a brigade gone to 
Pesh Bolak, under Brigadier Monteath. It has only, therefore, been 
to-day I have been able to write, and I have completed the abstract 
of Lieut. Eyre’s narrative as more likely to interest you than any- 
thing else, seeing how few are the witnesses left of these trans- 
actions. 

I had hoped to have sent you an outline of our own operations ; 
but these esctra duties throw me so much in arrear with my proper 
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work that I should not have felt quite justified in writing more than 
the narrative just now, had we not recently been somewhat asto- 
nished by learning that the Shah’s service is abolished retrosi^ec- 
tively ; that is, from the date of the Shah’s death. I cannot but 
hope there is some mistake in this, and Gen. Pollock, in that hope, 
has referred the case back to Lord Ellenborough. 

This is a heavy inconvenience to us all, who had calculated our 
expenditure on tlie faith of its continuance, at least till we quitted 
Afghanistan ; but it has fallen with such ruinous severity on one 
of the best and most useful men in the force, that it has completed 
the inclination to do what private gratitude and a sense of duty as 
commanding the corps had almost before induced me to do, viz. 
to make known to yon Dr. John Forsyth, our surgeon in the 
Sappers, and late superintending surgeon of the Shah’s force ; and, 
though I know 1 have the very reverse of any title to use so great 
a freedom, to recommend to your patronage, provided it should be 
otherwise disengaged, his eldest son, who, if like his father, will 
never discredit it. 

Dr. Forsyth is an officer of long standing and high character, 
but of little or no private interest. A sense of the strength of hig 
claims on public grounds obtained him, however, from Lord Auck- 
land’s Government the appointment of superintending surgeon 
of the Shah’s force ; and ho was doing all that an able and con- 
scientious man could do to render his own branch efficient and 
economical, when the recent troubles broke out. Moreover he 
acted as a regimental surgeon also, thereby saving another salary 
to Oovernmeut, 

He was not bound to accompany the Sappers on this campaign, 
his station being at lieadquarters ; but ho volunteered to do so, 
and greatly has the service thereby gained. In times of great de- 
spondency, which you may hereafter hear particulars of, the Shah’s 
troops never partook of it, and I have always ascribed this, in no 
inconsiderable degree, to the example held out by one so much 
respected as Dr. Forsyth, to the young officers, of a manly and 
gentlemanlike tone of thought, of cheerful self-devotion and sub- 
mission to hardship, as well as chivalrous gallantry in the field. 
For in some of our hardest fights the Doctor, when no other officer 
happened to he near, joined our men in very perilous situations and 
animated their Gfiorts. 

Of his groat skill professionally, young Orr and myself are grate- 
ful witnesses, for two more dangerous wounds were never cured ; 
but his sldll and tenderness with our sick and wounded are admir- 
able ; and to this do I, in no small degree, ascribe the fidelity and 
extraordinary exertions of non-commissioned officers and men of 

I 
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the Shah’s force. The heat and burden of the day fell on them, 
both in combat and in labour, and yet their pay is smaller and 
every advantage less than in the regular service ; save in what, in 
war, weighs more perhaps than anything else, their medical atten- 
dance. Every man was sure among us, that if hit he would not be 
abandoned, and that succour was certain, and tender care. In situa- 
tions of such peril, on the march, that we were tardily supported 
by other troops or not at all, our doctor, with his doolies and camels 
for the wounded, was never wanting ; and however sudden the call on 
us, the first shot was sure to bring up the doctor and his establish- 
ment. To larow the value of this and the confidence it gives the 
men, one must see the troops enjoying it, beside others less fortunate. 
The other day when we were across the river, the sick were left 
here ; but they daily deserted the hospital, and made their way 
across to their own doctor. 

He married early, and Mrs. Forsyth and a large family are now 
in England. He is the contrary of rich, of course ; and his eldest 
son, now seventeen, is a source of both cost and exceeding anxiety 
to him, and the present reduction in his pay, I imagine, increases 
this anxiety. The youth’s predilections are, I believe, for the mili- 
tary life ; but his father has no acquaintance with, I believe, any 
director, or none sufficient to hope for a cadetship. 

Now, though I have ventured to lay before you his claims on 
the service and my own obligations, I am far from the presumption 
of thinldng you ought to pay public debts ; still less that one al- 
ready so much in your debt as myself, ought reasonably to trouble 
you for personal favours. Yet I remember you before, giving cadet- 
ships to young men, merely as the sons of gentlemen made known 
to you by Gen. Cullen, as old and deserving officers ; and I am 
sure you will forgive my making so good a man known to you, in 
the hope that should you have a cadetship for which you have no 
particular claimant in view, you may be pleased to bestow it on his 
son. But for the necessity of asking the youth’s name and address, 
I would not have told Dr. Forsyth of my purpose of writing to you ; 
but I have told him that my intercourse with you has been a series 
of favours received by me, and that I have consequently anything 
but claims on you ; so that he must not hope for anything unless 
from your having a spare appointment, and being so good as to give 
it on the ground of the father’s worth. 

The youth’s name is Mr. Alexander Grigor Forsyth. His mother, 
Mrs. Forsyth, resided lately in Liverpool, No. 5 Grove Street, but 
may possibly have gone to Scotland. But a letter for her will reach if 
addressed to Messrs. Pryce, Griffithsand Co.,Billiter Street, London. 
Should it be in your power to confer this great favour on this 
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family, may I beg you kindly to notify it to Mrs. Forsyth? to whom 
it would indeed be a grateful surprise, for I have cautioned the 
Doctor not to raise expectations which such poor advocacy as mine 
cannot hope to save from disappointment. 

I take the liberty of again inclosing a few lines to Capt. 
Mackenzie’s mother, which you will oblige me by forwarding. Since 
I wrote it, an offer to negotiate for the release of the prisoners has 
been made by Mahommed Shah Khan, in whose power they are; 
but the letter has no date, and is very vague, altogether wearing 
the appearance of a scheme to send a confidential spy here, more 
than of a real negotiation. I have not, therefore, mentioned it. 

With best wishes to Miss Loch and the yomig sailor, 

I remain &c. G, B. 

The first sentences of this letter refer to an expedition 
across the Kabul river, organised and commanded by Broadfoot 
whilst his wound was still open. A piece of cloth was extracted 
frona it on the day before he wrote this letter ; he was even 
then unable to wear a sword or lie on the right side, which, 
with the right leg, had not recovered from the dangerous shock. 
Yet his extraordinary energy and determination enabled him 
to carry out his work with complete success ; and his letters, 
in number, length, and vigour of expression, show no signs of 
a lassitude which he surely must occasionally have felt. 

A few extracts from notes, dated June 4, 1842, about the 
Besud expedition are hero inserted. 

This evening received throxigh Gen. Bale an order from Gen. 
Pollock to cross the river with the Sappers and Dowson’a horse, 
Besood being threatened hy Azeez Khan and Abdool GhuJfoor Khan. 
Saw Pollock at Macgregor’s. 

Broadfoot recorded that the conduct of the little force, what 
they were to do, where they were to go, and wherewithal they 
were to be fed, was left to himself. 

I represented the state of the country as one difficult to move- 
troops in, and that before I, posted at the Cabool river, could cross 
the rice-cultivated country [deeply watered and intersected with 
irrigating canals and small watercourses], the part near the hills 
might he plundered and the enemy safely retired. Moreover, I 
mentioned that it was a country I could not venture to cross 
at night, seeing that the narrow paths could be easily cut through 
and rendered as bad as the swamp on either side. It was also men- 
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tioned that the cavalry could not act till we crogaed the cultivated 
tract into the stony plain rising to the hills. The sketch shows 
roughly the position of Besud, the irrigated cultivation, the stony 
plain, and the hills. The cultivation is a rich rice plain, now in- 
undated, full of forts and gardens.^ 

We were to start nest morning. Got in tents and ammunition, 
also arms for recruits. Spoke to Mayne about boats. 

Broadfoot spent the whole night prejparing for the start. 
When morning came he was disappointed, as Mayne had only 



a boat and no rafts ready. Consequently the move could not 
be made. The Commissariat, a department in -which the 

by cuts in every direction. Not less 
than thirty forts and villages, and as 
many gardens. Just now the crops, 
are rice, with a little tobacco and 'i 
Indian corn. Wheat, barley <fec. are j 
grown in the spring crop. The in- * 
habitants are chiefly Arabs ; their ! 
Malih is closely connected with S | 
Shuja ; his [the Malik's] grBat-gra,nd- { 
aunt having been married to Shah j 
Ahmad ; when he was a mere follower ; 
of Nadir Shah he saw the pretty lass 
filling her waterpot by the river-side. ! 
The said lady was the mother of '! 
Taimiir Shah.’ 1 

If the Sikhs took the country Law- 
rence had no doubt that the revenue 
as computed by Maogregor might be 
doubled. 


® The following description of 
Besiid by the late Sir Henry Lawrence 
confirms what is said about its culti- 
vation ; the author is informed by 
VoL H. Blair, B.E., who served in the 
war of 1879-80, that cultivation has 
greatly decreased, owing to a long- 
continued disturbed state of that part 
of the country. ‘ The district of Besud 
is a perfect garden, for which the 
Great Gardener has provided natural 
bulwarks of the strongest kind. North 
and west rugged hills, 1,000 feet high, 
with one pass into Kunar and another 
into Lughman. East the Kunar 
river, and south that of Kabul, both 
very rapid and for half the year un- 
fordable. The valley is about six 
miles long and three broad, irrigated 
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machinery soon rusts if not kept constantly at work, failed to 
send cattle in time. 

Much exhausted from being up all night. Wrote letter to 
Gen. Pollock regarding the means of crossing the river, and giving 
him a list of the places and their resources which could be made 
available by the evening. Mayne, who will make a good officer in the 
Quartermaster-General’s Department, tells me that, on his telling 
Macgregor the boat could only make two trips a day, he was an- 
swered that he had known it make ten, and carry over the Sappers 
in one day. This is very gross ignorance, yet not surprising in a 
man whose business does not require him to know about these 
matters ; but the ‘ political system ’ makes all depend on him, and 
already all of us are, I fear, looked on as making difficulties. The 
fact is, just now the boat caimot go at all from the high wind. 
When this is more moderate she crosses once, and when calm twice, 
a day. This last for a few weeks only. By good management in 
hauling up and loading, an extra trip a day may be gained. 

Every day shows more plainly the ill consequences of the 
supersession of the Military by the Political Department. The lat- 
ter do the work imperfectly or erroneously; they know no details. 
The former, seeing themselves sot aside, neglect to learn duties they 
are not to perform, or to acquire the requisite local information ; 
hence plans on false data, miscarriage, and recrimination. 

All this is as true now as it was then ; Lord Ellenborough 
did his best to reform the evil, and for a time with complete 
success; but it is one to which the Indian Government 
appears to be peculiarly liable, and which should be guarded 
against with the most jealous caro. 

Unless the circumstances connected with an expedition 
are peculiar and unusual, no political officer ia required. 
There is no special political (i.e, diplomatic) work to be done, 
and the work in connection with supplies should be as well, if 
not better, done by officers of the Commissariat Department. 

Where the special knowledge possessed by a political officer 
makes it desirable that he should accompany an army, he 
should be placed in every respect, including his diplomatic 
functions, under the general commanding, who should possess 
complete control. 

It is hardly too much to say, that unless a general can be 
so trusted, he is not fit to command an army in the field. 

Broadfoot*s detachment took three days to cross the Viver, 
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on rafts floated by inflated skins, and three days to reeross. 
The inhabitants of Besud had fled, but strict discipline brought 
all back ; men, women, and children. Some revenue and 
grain were collected. 

The next letter, addressed to Mrs. Bayley, but mainly 
for the benefit of Mr. Prinsep, who had the reputation of 
being the ablest member of the Governor-Generars Council, 
will repay attentive perusal. 

The incapacity of Lord Auckland’s Government to face a 
crisis which their measures had created, to quell a storm 
which they had raised, is pointed out; the military errors, 
such as collecting soldiers at Peshawar, at the mouth of the 
dreaded Khaibar, instead of assembling the troops in our own 
territory and marching them through Peshawar, and the dis- 
graceful state of equipment in which Pollock’s force was 
sent up, are plainly denounced. 

Begun 23rd, written in the intervals of work ; no time to read it 
over, being sent for by the General, so you must excuse all mis- 
takes. 

JeUalabad: June 24, 1842. 

My dear Mrs. Bayley, — Some days ago, while in Besood, I had 
the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 23rd of last month as well 
as that of the 17th, forwarding letters to Colin. The day before 
yesterday I wrote to Mrs. Cameron, telling her all we know of the 
prisoners, and no fresh intelligence has since been received. Whether 
Mahomed Shah Khan’s offer to negotiate will lead to anything is 
doubtful. An advance to the capital is our best chance for libe- 
rating the captives. But ^perhaps as the river falls and Lughman 
becomes more easily assailable, Mahomed Shah Khan, whose most 
productive estates are there, may be moved by the symptoms of 
vigour shown in the operations of Brigadier Monteath’s force, to save 
his property by surrendering the prisoners for a heavy ransom. All 
this is very humiliating. 

Had Lord Auckland’s Government shown any of the energy to 
have been looked for in the men who undertook so mighty an enter- 
prise as to advance our standards (which cannot with safety recede) 
into Central Asia, we should long ago have had the prisoners ; the 
murderers would have been in our hands, or in hopeless exile, and 
the country in quiet subjection. Thoby, you tell me, says I complain 
of the insufficiency of Gen. Pollock’s force. Surely I have not done 
so. I have complained, perhaps, of the way it was sent up ; piece- 
meal, liable to be beaten in detail ; and from being so long delayed 
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till it was concentrated, allowing the enemy’s fear to change into 
contempt, and making our own troops exaggerate the difficulties 
before them ; and I have probably mentioned the wretched way it 
was equipped and provided. Not a thought seems to have been 
bestowed on the nature of the country or the probable operations of 
the force. Swarms of cavalry are sent up among mountains, and a 
great force of field artillery against an enemy who can hardly be 
said to have any. I do not find fault with this : both are necessary, 
if not carried to excess ; but why neglect the palpable requisite in 
a country of which the inhabitants all dwell in forts, viz. the means of 
taking those forts ? 

But I must not, because you are kind enough to send me Thoby’s 
message, inflict on you a professional disputation ; not, however, 
that I shall altogether refrain ivom just 7wticmg his other messages. 
He truly says want of carriage is the great difficulty, but the diffi- 
culty is not so great as we suppose. Carriage exists in abundance 
enough to have been procured. There is plenty in the Punjab ; 
above all, plenty in this country, provided we had only had energy 
and forethought enough to procure it, fertility enough of resource 
to devise substitutes for what is not procurable, and knowledge and 
skill enough to adapt our systems to our new circumstances. To go 
farther into the matter would require more of your patience than I 
can venture to demand ; but tell Thoby that the difficulties here are 
not so great as those we should have had in a Burmese war ; and 
he may remember, I had made preparations from which I had some 
reason to hope they would have been overcome. Say also that my 
experiences there and here have deepened the impression that our 
whole military system wants revising. In some things we must 
change to meet our altered circumstances ; in others, we must go 
back, revert from Bentinck to Wellesley. Lord William was an able 
man, and did much good ; but he also did great and lasting harm. 
He was a general in the army, yet rarely touched military affairs but 
to blunder. 

Marquis Wellesley, a civilian, saw everything with the eye of 
a statesman and great commander. Thoby himself I would rather 
see in a cocked hat than most of the generals I have fallen in with ; 
and this is why I now trouble you with all this. He is right in think- 
ing that had Wild’s brigade been pushed on in time, especially with 
a due proportion of artillery, cavalry, and sappers, with aU requisites, 
above all a few heavy guns, he would have succeeded in joining us- 
I go farther, and say that, had we had then a single general fit to 
command, no disaster would have happened in Cabool, and all would 

now have been quiet. The dread of Lord A ’s Government to 

commit troops beyond the frontier, was eminently unwise. 
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Defensive (that is, passive) measures in India are as dangerous 
as they proved in Cahool, and for the same reason : the force to 
guard this empire is physically small, and (from financial causes) 
ever must be so. Our strength, to a greater degree than in other 
armies, is moral ; terror of our fortune and constant success, as well 
as of our daring, must uimerve and disunite our enemies, or we are 
lost. Our army need not, here or in India, he large, but it must 
be efficient, well equipped, well commanded, and ever ready to crush 
by a Goup d'aitdace the^tr^^ symptoms of opposition. Partial reverses 
even then we shall have, but we must on their recurrence only re- 
double our efforts, and show the price of temporary victory over us 
to be utter ruin to the momentary victors and [to entail their] per- 
manent subjugation. Thus only are we safe, and then only can we 
retard the dangerous spreading of our frontier ; but ask Thoby 
whether we have acted thus since October last, or whether, for years 
before, pains were taken to keep our armies fit to act thus. Ask 
him also to compare what would have been the cost, had we thus 
acted, with what it will be, end how we please the present bit-by-bit 
operations. 

Lord Auckland’s fancy for stopping at Peshawur was worse 
than if he had stayed at home altogether. It bred despondency 
among the troops to see the Government they hitherto believed 
equal to every enterprise, shrink at the Khyber ; and it produced a 
feeling among the Afghans which our generation will not see 
effaced — that we feared to encounter them, except in far superior 
numbers, and that we dreaded hills. The dread of the Punjab is 
childish 'tohile we are victorious here ; but if the Afghans, whom 
they have beaten, can drive us out, the difference between the Sikh 
troops and ours is lessened. In all that Thoby says on that sub- 
ject, I entirely agree. As to the down-heartedness of the native 
troops after Wild’s foolish defeat, it happens in all armies ; none 
more subject to it than our European troops. I have seen it to a 
distressing extent ; and when Colin comes, he will tell what he has 
seen. Troops of every nation depend upon their officers ; and these, 
much upon their leader. Victory sets all right in this respect, and 
that depends on the general and the Government. No fear of the 
natives if the Bur oceans keep right ; above all, the officers ; and 
Lord Ellenborough seems likely to infuse the proper spirit into them, 
or rather to revive it, after two depressing administrations. 

What Thoby says of the importance of surveying the routes, is 
most just. Our apathy in this respect is disgraceful to our national 
character, and so is our ignorance of the institutions and manners 
of the country. When a country is invaded, its resources are 
always used by the conquering army, the leader of which assumes 
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the government. Lord Wellington administered the civil govern- 
ment in the South of France, collecting the revenues, and naming 
every functionary. After four years of occupation we are as little 
prepared to do that effectually here as in 1838 ; less so, for the 
desire to learn is diminished. All now think we are soon to quit 
the country ; hence the whole burden of the war falls on India. 

My recent studies in Besood comprehended the collection of 
part of the revenues, and our ignorance of the way we are deluded 
altogether amazed me, The fault is not with individuals, but with 
our system of political management. Tlioby is wrong in thinking 
this valley cannot support the army; it has done it, is doing it, and 
has given us, I believe, three months’ grain in store besides. And 
all this might have been done at one-third of the cost, and quicker, 
but for our wretched system. Poor Macnaghten should never have 
left the secretary’s office. He was ignorant of men, even to sim- 
plicity, and utterly incapable of forming or guiding administrative 
measures. Indeed, he had defects that make me wonder at his 
success in the secretariat. The judicial line would probably have 
best suited him, and even that only in a court of appeal, judging 
only of loriiten evidence. 

Ho was by treaty forbidden to administer directly the govern- 
ment ; yet he sent an officer to represent himself in every district. 
The state of the finances, the amount and collection of the revenue, 
were constant subjects of discussion between him and the Shah ; in 
truth, he was Shah, and his political subordinates were hakims^ 
whenever they chose to interfere, and it was the perpetual object 
of native intrigue to got them to interfere. Yet to acquire accurate 
information of the real resources of the country, the modes of col- 
lection, and the rights of the various classes in I'elation to the State 
and to each other, never seems to have been thought necessary, to 
those who decided in the last resort every case they chose. Conse- 
quently, when wo try now to turn the resources of the country to 
our own use, we fail from our ignorance. 

I believe I have already said my say as to what Thoby says of 
Colin not getting all the public honours he deserves, because he 
figured only in disasters. But we have all figured in disasters, and 
the balance is still against the English arms. Colin’s defence of 
his fort, and subsequent saving of the garrison and all the women 
and children of the Sappers (who were absent with Sale), is a 
se;parate exploit, and it was brilliantly successful. His conduct in 
the Khoord Cabool pass, under me, was most distinguished ; and 
he and Lieut. Dawes of the artillery were the only officers with me 


* EdJcim, a governor. 
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when we droye the enemy from the position [to carry which] all 
Sale’s preparations for the whole force were directed. That was a 
complete success, and he commanded all the Sappers on one side 
of the valley. I reported his conduct officially to Capt. Seaton, who 
was in command of the advance guard ; hut Capt. Seaton’s report 
was never forwarded or even published. In fact, it would have flatly 
contradicted Col. Dennie’s ; still, here are Lieut. Dawes and myself 
ready to testify to Colin’s most gallant conduct on a trying occasion 
and in a signal success. So he must not lose his reward. 

As to the honours (not the jocular ones) Thoby would intimate 
Lord E. (though, by the way, I only infer his Lordship’s agency) 
may procure for me, I will not aflect to view them with philosophic in- 
difference ; yet what I should most prize would be brevet promotion, 
and that is of little use till the lieutenant-colonelcy comes. That 
step (for the brevet follows Queen’s niles) now, or soon, would make 
me a major-general before the grand chmacteric. The majority 
wiU secure it for me about the vigorous age of seventy, for, by Queen’s 
rules, the lieutenant-colonelcy alone is a line step. With neither 
step I must live to a patriarchal age to hope for the command of an 
army, or even a division. This is the increasing evil of the service. 
Queen’s and Company’s. This applies also to Colin; for would you 
believe that boyish-looking fellow is my senior in age ? 

You see the kind of answers you bring on yourself by giving 
your pen to Thoby. I wish I could find time to write once again 
the lost letters, as he might find the recollections useful in filling 
gaps in better sources of information about our late doings ; but I 
have little hope, being thrown into sad arrears of all my proper 
duty by the extra work I have had to do. I may perhaps send him 
a few notes of the first outbreak. I sent him also, what I doubt if 
I could now recall to memory with tolerable accuracy, a summary 
of my discussions with poor Burnes, who was better than Mac- 
naghten, yet only inasmuch as he would have better administered 
a faulty system. Burnes and I were intimate friends, but our views 
differed widely ; and my poor brother William, though his destined 
military secretary, was in his opinions regarding the country quite 
opposed to him. But Burnes’s views were, except in details, those 
of Macnaghten, and he was nearly as blind to what was passing 
round him. 

Do you correspond with Mrs. Hillier? If you do, oblige me 
by offering my kindest remembrances. She was always exceedingly 
kind to me when I was on her poor husband’s staff. 

As to the motives leading to the assassination of poor Burnes, 
they were : the temptation of his unprotected situation, in which, 
against every remonstrance of my brother and myself, he persisted 
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in remaining ; the wish, by snch a blow, to encourage the natives 
to rebel ; and hatred of him as the man universally believed to have 
guided the Kafirs to the country. His ability was also thought 
enough of to make it desirable to get rid of him. These alone were 
the motives : the leaders in the attack, poor Burnes absurdly believed 
attached to him, because he had befriended them with Macnaghten 
and the King, particularly Ameenoollah Khan of Logur. Some 
of the subordinate assailants, again, considered that Burnes’ s advice 
had weighed against them with the King. The Moolahs too, and 
the mob they led, detested Burnes from his making light of all 
religions, which he was imprudent enough to think they relished, 
because they laughed at his jokes. On the other hand, they hated 
Macnaghten because he had, with impure hands, touched the Koran, 
and read the glorious book, without being thereby converted ; which 
in my own case, a Moolah, to the dismay of my men for a moment, 
pronounced the worst of infidelity. In this respect there is no 
pleasing them, and it is foolish to seek to do so farther than by 
abstainiirg from offence. Macnaghten was a little angry when I 
told him about my Koran, saying they never showed that feeling to 
him ! 

Tell Bayley with my kind regards I shall answer his letter very 
shortly. I am almost ashamed to send you such a Thobyish letter, 
but next time I shall try to do better. Give my best regards to all 
your circle, and believe me, my dear Mrs. Bayley, 

Ever most truly yours, 

G. Beoadfoot. 

(From my den, six feet underground.) 

We have already mentioned the absence of any information 
as to what first brought BroadfooFs services and talents to 
Lord Ellenborough’s notice ; and further, a remark in one of 
his own letters ^ shows that he could not account for the 
very high opinion of them which the Governor-General had 
formed. 

The first expression of approval is to be found in his 
letter of April 25, written on the occasion when Broadfoot 
was wounded, and within two months from the date on which 
Lord Ellenhorough arrived in Calcutta. The next mention 
of the kind which has been discovered is in a letter to 
Mr. H. T. Prinsep, on the subject of selecting a successor to 
Mr. Hodgson as Besident at the Court of Nepd,L As usual, 

* To Mrs. Bayley- See p. 105. 
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the Governor- General was moat earnest in making inquiry as 
to the fitness of various persons for the post. He wrote on 
June 6 : 

In his place [i.e. Mr. Hodgson’s] I will send some man afraid 
of nothing. I have half a mind to send Major Fraser. I have 
been thhaldng of sending Capt. Broadfoot, but he is too good an 
officer to spare. He deserves, however, more than anyone, and 
must be the first object of promotion. 

On June 12, Mr. Prinsep replied : 

With Capt. Broadfoot, the other officer named by your Lordship, 
I am very intimate, and have no scruple to say that he has all the 
requisite qualities, of which he has given proof sufficient in his 
short military career in Afghanistan ; for he formed the corps he 
commands, which has so distinguished itself ; and though a large 
number of the men are native Afghans, not one, as I hear, deserted 
in the midst of all the trials they were subject to. But I feel with 
your Lordship that Capt. Broadfoot has displayed such very high 
military qualities that in these times he would he thrown away in 
a post of pure diplomacy, however important it might be. Unless, 
therefore, he were disabled by his wound, I would rather see him 
continued in some important frontier post of command. 

It is, therefore, clear that in little more than three months 
from the time when Lord Ellenborough became Governor- 
General, he had formed the highest opinion of Broadfoot’s 
capacity, both as a soldier and as a candidate for administra- 
tive or political appointments. 

Broadfoot had written to Government what he called a 
warm remonstrance on the subject of the treatment of the 
Shah’s forces, in reducing their allowances, retrospectively, 
from the date of the Shah’s death. The next letter refers to 
this incidentally, and contains further evidence of the Governor- 
General’s appreciation of his services. 

Allahabad; June 21, 1842. 

Sir,— You will see by the letter addressed to-day to Gen. 
Pollock by Col. Stewart that I have done all I can properly do for 
yourself and the other officers who are attached to the force of the 
late Shah Shuja. 

I am desirous on public grounds of testifying the high sense I 
entertain of your miHtary services during the blockade of Jellalabad; 
There is no situation at present at my disposal which I can offer 
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to you, except that of aide-de-camp, on my personal staff. That 
is not a situation which you should permanently hold, but it may 
be agreeable to you to retain it until I can find some other appoint- 
ment more adapted to you by winch I may mark my sense of your 
distinguished services. 

In anticipation of your acceptance of the situation of aide-de- 
camp, I have directed that you should be put into orders to-day. 

Of course it is not necessary for you to join me until we meet 
after your return to India, whenever that may be. 

I remain. Sir, yours very faithfully, 

Ellenboeough. 

The endorsement is as follows : 

My dear Malcolmson, — You will not wonder when wo meet to 
find me agreeably improved in point of vanity. 

Yours ever, G. Bboadfoot. 

On the occasion of one of his visits on parole to Jalalabad 
to negotiate for the liberation of the prisoners, Capt. Mackenzie 
brought with him part of the manuscript of Lieut. Eyre’s 
narrative of the Kabul disasters. It was shown to three 
persons only : the General, the Political Agent, and Capt. 
Broadfoot, who studied it closely and wrote some notes on it 
of considerable value. They are too long to be inserted here, 
but the concluding remarks will be found of interest. 

The story of the Kabul disasters is so well known that the 
shortest possible sketch of them will he sufficient as an intro- 
duction to these remarks. 

On November 2, 1841, the insurrection broke out, and in 
the early morning of that day Sir Alex. Burnos, his brother, 
and Lieut, W. Broadfoot were killed. 

Weak and irresolute measures, resulting in defeat, caused 
a deplorable demoralisation of officers and men. Mutual 
recrimination between Sir W. Macnaghten and the military 
commanders followed, and eventually- it was decided to try 
and secure the safety of the troops by negotiation, instead of 
resolving to maintain it by the sword alone. In the course 
of these negotiations Sir W. Macnaghten was murdered. 
His successor, at the demand of the principal officers of the 
force, continued to treat with the enemy ; and under an agree- 
ment made, the unfortunate army marched forth, without 
food, without sufficient clothing, without discipline, an easy 
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prey to their fanatical foes, to perish in the passes exposed to 
the full rigour of an Afghan winter. 

The concluding remarks by Broadfoot on that part of Lieut. 
Eyre’s narrative, from the outbreak to November 23, 1841, 
are as follows : 

Lieut. Eyre’s narrative here closes, the rest not having been 
sent in. It shows that to our own mismanagement, in Afghanistan 
and in India, we chiefly owe our misfortunes. There is in the 
narrative a tone of bitterness towards individuals which would 
render its accuracy suspicious but for the fact of its having been 
compiled under the correction of so many survivors, active agents 
in the events, and fellow-prisoners of Lieut. Eyre, 

As to the cowardice of H.M.’s 44th Eegt. and other portions 
of the troops, it is only what will always result from feebleness and 
incapacity in the leaders, in situations so false, in a military point 
of view, as was that of the Cabool force. The 44th were of the 
same class of men as other British soldiers, and only gave way 
somewhat sooner from being in a bad state of discipline originally. 
The native troops, hke other troops, gave way sooner or later as 
they had good or indifferent officers. 

The mihtary errors are plain and numerous ; but it was the fault 
of the Government that our armies were so circumstanced that 
incapacity should lead to annihilation. As to Gen. Elphinstone, 
he had many disadvantages to contend with, and he was utterly 
broken by sickness in mind and body ; in fact, he had actually sent 
in his resignation on these grounds. 

After November 23 our troops cannot be said to have fought ; 
the enemy insulted and harassed them with impunity, except from 
occasional efforts of individuals, especially Capt. Colin Mackenzie 
with a handful of Juzailchees and Sappers. The mihtary autho- 
rities called on the Envoy to capitulate. The Shah early in 
December openly declared himself the chief Ghazee, and conferred 
honours on the champions of the faith. Negotiations were opened 
with Mahomed Akbar Khan, interrupted by this chief murdering 
the Envoy, and were resumed at the instance of the military leaders 
against the advice of the subordinate political officers (Major 
Pottinger, Capt. Mackenzie, fee.), and finally, on January 6, 1842, 
the force marched. The same feebleness and incapacity of the 
leaders, and misconduct of the troops, marked the march, and its 
disastrous end is known. 

I had 300 Sappers there, very fine troops, which had been sent 
back from Tezin. They were ordered to bridge the watercourses 
near the cantonment for the passage of our camels, and not allowed 
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to taJce their arms. These were left under a guard in the canton- 
ment. The men were kept at the bridges till night, when the 
enemy rushed into the cantonment, and seized their arms. Thus, 
by gross mismanagement, were these men delivered up helpless 
to slaughter. Some have made their way through all : most of 
them perished in the passes. They were, according to the custom 
there, transferred from one strange officer to another, but clung 
together to the last; and no small number reached Jugduluk, to 
perish in the last fatal march from that place. I give this to show 
the extent mismanagement had reached. 

At Jugduluk the unfortunate remnant took up a position in a 
small table-land, at one corner of which rises a conical hill. This 
table-land was occupied by a piquet of Sir B. Sale’s force on its 
march down, and I had to secure them, as we also were surrounded. 
The conical hill so completely commands the ground that I found 
it necessary to construct a small work by digging out the peak, 
where I put a party of our best men. It is a dangerous post to 
hold, inasmuch as it can only be entered or quitted under fire of 
many hills around, but safe [when] once entered. This post Gen. 
Elphinstone neglected, and the enemy seized it, making a terrible 
slaughter of our men from it. Major Thain proposed to the rem- 
nant of the 44th to storm it, and a number consented ; but they 
had to volunteer for officers ! and were led by Lieut. Macartney, 
Capt. Mathews commanding the Sappers S.S.F., and Capt. 
Hay, also of S.S.F, Two of these officers were wounded, but the 
hill was taken. The troops, however, could not be kept in it, and 
the enemy again seized it. In hopes of stopping this slaughter, 
Gen. Elphinstone, Brigadier Shelton, and Capt. Johnson were 
induced to visit Mahomed Akbar to negotiate. They found them- 
selves prisoners, and the poor General vainly demanded to be sent 
back to perish with his men. He was already wounded. He con- 
trived to send the troops information of the treachery, and they 
marched; but an abattis across the road caused irretrievable con- 
fusion. Had they been in hand they might still have forced the 
pass, not a very difficult one ; but the above incidents will have 
shown disorganisation could go little farther, Brigadier Anquetil’s 
death completed it, and the force then utterly perished under the 
knives of the neighbouring peasantry, for the Cabool troops had 
gone back. 

We long had no accounts of these matters but from Lady 
Sale’s letters, which, naturally, carried too great weight here. She, 
seeing the pursuit by the enemy’s cavalry in the Cabool actions, 


® S.S.F. : Shah Shuja’s force. 
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and the way our troops, horse and foot, shrank from meeting them, 
formed an extraordinary opinion of them, and communicated it to 
the authorities here, where it did us much harm. An injurious 
timidity was shown that gave extraordinary confidence to the 
enemy, and tended to produce despondency among ourselves. Their 
cavalry is, like their infantry, composed of men severally brave, 
collectively worthless. The men are ill mounted, and, above all, 
without mutual confidence, which discipline and regular organisa- 
tion alone can give. It was not till rc^peated examples, chiefly with 
our horse in foraging parties, and the sappers in working parties, 
had shown that the merest handful of disciplined troops moderately 
supported could act in the face of any number of them, and defeat 
great odds, that their true value began to he felt. 

But this spread farther, and the Afghan cavalry and infantry 
were, most erroneously, believed to be an enemy more formidable 
than any we had hitherto met. Nothing could he more unfounded. 
I have seen nothing like military skill among their leaders but 
once, [viz.] in a chief in the Jugduluk pass, who was killed at the 
time, and his efforts failed. Their troops are mere peasantjy as far 
as the infantry soldiers are concerned ; the cavalry soldiers are an 
ill-mounted mob, not to be compared to the Mahrattas, and still 
less to the troops of Hyder Ali and Tippoo. As to coping with 
disciplined troops, European or native, it is absurd, unless in cases 
of mismanagement so gross that it matters not who the otiemy 
are. All we want are efficient leaders, and above all an efficient 
commissariat, and system of equipment adapted to the countiy. 
Would to Heaven, Gen, Cullen were here as Commissary- General 
with unlimited power from the Government, and all would go well. 
We have failed from ignorance, want of forethought,* and the gross 
neglect of every rule of war and policy, in our governors and 
commanders. The difficulties of the force under Gen. Elphin- 
stone, either with a view to suppressing the rebellion, or retiring to 
India, or rather the difficulty of invading and subduing the country 
through the Punjab, which is open to us, is not equal to that of the 
enterprise accomplished by the Duke of Wellington, when he 
inarched from Mysore to destroy the Maharatta confederacy. He, 
also, had a long line of operation, poor and difficult countries to 
traverse, rapid rivers to cross, and mountains not merely to pass, but, 
as at Gawilgurh, to carry his siege train across. But see his fore- 
sight, timely preparation, and profound knowledge, and then see tlie 
results in his uninterrupted and then unparalleled march from 
victory to victory. Yet he had, besides natural obstacles, to con- 

« They used to have no covering parties. Half worked, an 4 were protected 
by the rest. 
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tend with armies that could fight a battle like Assaye, which the 
Afghans could no more do than the American Indians. 

Set the Duke down at Ferozpore with carte blanche ; both con- 
tempt of the enemy and timidity would disappear, and Afghanistan 
would soon be our own to keep or abandon. 

I know not what is to be the future policy ; but this I know, that 
however great (and it is enormous) is the evil of a poor dependency, 
or expensive war pressing on our finances, scanty at the best, it is 
but an inconvenience that time and prudence may remedy, com- 
pared with the evil of our superiority in arms being doubted in 
India ; above all, if those before whom we are constrained to go 
back, are an Asiatic and Indian nation like the Afghans, Shake 
the behef in our invincibility, in our immeasurable njilitary supe- 
riority rendering opposition hopeless, and you shake the foundation 
of our power. 

Whilst Pollock’s army was being got ready to advance to- 
wards Kabul, Broadfoot was sent out with a small force, on 
July 25, towards Fatehabad and Gandamak. He considered 
that his detachment was too weak to withstand an attack 
from the Afghans; and therefore he at once assumed the 
offensive. By making sudden and rapid marches he defeated 
his foes in detail with such effect as to cause the submission 
of all in the neighbourhood. These movements, though un- 
doubtedly the wisest under the circumstances, alarmed Pollock^ 
a cautious rather than a dashing commander. Broadfoot was 
forbidden to act on the offensive, which the General consi- 
dered to be dangerous for so small a force far from support ; 
at the same time reinforcements were promised. Of Broadfoot ’s 
doings, Capt. Henry Lawrence in a letter to Mr. George Clerk, 
dated August 7, 1842, wrote thus : 

Broadfoot is out here, doing good service in collecting grain and 
frightening the scoundrels. lie went up the valley towards Kajar 
four days ago, where the inhabitants were all in revolt ; but to-day 
the Malliks of the whole country round for ten miles have come in. 
He took his Sappers and 200 irregular horse, and has, I think, done 
great good ; but he has got a damper from the General. 

In the same letter reference is made to the destruction of 
Fatehabad by Broadfoot, as a grateful sight and a most just 
punishment. Two days later Lawrence contrasted Broadfoot’s 
energy in command of a small detachment, with Sale’s in- 
activity at the head of a large brigade. 

K 
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1842. 

Advance on Kabul — Mamn Khel despatches — Broadfoot’s’'report — Col. Taylor’s 
letter— Extract from the ‘ Englishman ’ — Broadfoot’s reply to Col. Taylor — 
Sappers ordered to Mamn Kliel — Instructions from Gen. Pollock — Descrip- 
tion of the ground — Broadfoot attacked and carried the village — Pursued 
the enemy to Kiidi Khel — Partially cleared the hills beyond — Advance 
arrested by the arrival of a senior officer — Unfortunate result— Troops retired 
to Mamu Khel — Afghans skilful in mountain war— Letter to Mr. Loch — 
Gen. Elphinstone — Letter to Mrs. Bayley — Post of honour given to Broad- 
foot’s Sappers— Affair at Jagdalak — Action at Tezin— Arrival at Kabul — 
Eecovery of the prisoners— Gen. Nott— Capture of Istalif : Broadfoot wounded 
— Eeturn of the army to Eirozpur — Letters to Mrs. Bayley and Mr, 
Loch, and from Lord Ellenhorough — Broadfoot gazetted hrevet-major and 
C.B. 

By the strenuous exertions of all concerned, from the Governor- 
General downwards, supplies and carriage were so far provided 
that a forward movement on the part of Pollock’s army became 
possible. Baggage was reduced, the sick were left behind, and 
Broadfoot volunteered to take his Sappers without tents at all. 

Pollock marched from Jalalabad on August 20, and arrived 
at Gandamak on the 23rd, where he intended to halt to collect 
further supplies and to await news from Gen. Nott. Gan- 
damak was within the region in which disaster, destruction, 
and plunder had proved to the satisfaction of the Afghan his 
superiority to British troops. Conseiiuently small detached 
bodies did not fear to approach Pollock’s army, and endeavour 
by insult and provocation to bring on a fight. 

Seeing that there was hard work to be done, and the im- 
portance of having it well done, Pollock sent that night for 
Broadfoot and his Sappers, and a squadron of H.M.’s 8rd 
Dragoons who were behind with Sale at Nimla. So promptly 
did they respond that they were with the General before sun- 
rise. With Pollock, as with Sale on former occasions, there 
was no danger of Broadfoot and his men being forgotten in 
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the hour of peril, however faulty the Generals’ memories might 
be when that was over and when the time came for mention- 
ing their services in despatches. Gen. Pollock’s despatch of 
August 25, 1842, is a remarkable instance of this. It records 
how, as above mentioned, Broadfoot was sent for in the night, 
and arrived before daylight ; how at 4 a.m. he with hi^ corps 
joined the right column, which he for a time commanded ; how 
he cleared the hills of the enemy in one place, and in another 
captured their camp equipage, with its carriage cattle. And 
yet in the nest paragraph, where the officers who specially dis- 
tinguished themselves are thanked, Broadfoot’sname is looked 
for in vain. Gen. Pollock published Broadfoot’s report, and 
in the mention made in the body of the despatch of his services 
there is nothing to indicate an unworthy motive, or a wish to 
conceal their value. The omission of his name among the of- 
ficers ^ mentioned in the despatch ’ must therefore be put down 
to an oversight ; but it is one deserving of severe censure. If 
there were any reasons why Broadfoot’s name should not have 
been mentioned as one to whom the General was specially in- 
debted on that occasion, they should, considering the tenor of 
the rest of the despatch, have been explained. 

Broadfoot’s report, or rather a review of the events of 1842 
in Afghanistan by the ^ Delhi Gazette,’ based on that report, 
the accuracy of which was questioned by Col. Taylor of the 
9th Foot, led to a correspondence which elicited from Broad- 
foot an account of the events of the day so complete and 
so accurate, that Col. Taylor was desired by high military 
authority to make no reply. 

The report is as follows : 

From Capt G. Broadfoot, Sappers and Miners, commanding 

Bight Column, to CapU (?. Ponsonhy, Assist, Adjt-GeneraL 

Camp, Mamoo Khel : August 25, 1842. 

Sir, — Agreeably to orders, I have the honour to report the pro- 
ceedings of the column entrusted to me by the Major-General com- 
manding in the action yesterday. 

I moved, as directed, with the Sappers (about 220 men) and the 
3rd Irregular Cavalry (250) across the ravine on the right of the 
force. We found the enemy strongly posted in an orchard with some 
inclosures, and the usual fieldworks of loose stones in their front 
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were also occupied. This position flanked the approach of the main 
body. 

Having formed an attacking party in front, I sent the rest of the 
Sappers in column, under Lieut. Orr, to turn the enemy’s left flank, 
and Capt. Tait’s horse still more to the right and in advance, to cut 
ofl their retreat. While we waited in this order the advance of the 
force, the enemy reinforced the orchard and moved out to attack us. 
I was therefore obliged to advance before the force arrived. The 
enemy’s positions were quickly carried in succession. One party 
was driven towards the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, who pursued, and the 
remainder fled to the village of Mamoo Khel, into which the main 
body of the enemy were at this moment driven bythe fire of our 
artillery. They opened a fire on us, ill directed, but so heavy that 
we were obliged to attack the village ; they fled when we reached it, 
and the Sappers pursued to the fort, but were so exliausted by the 
march from Futehabad and the previous operations that the enemy 
was able to enter and barricade the gate ; their fire was kept down 
by one party of Sappers, while the rest climbed on each other’s 
shoulders over a half-repaired bastion about eight feet high and 
covered with thorns ; the enemy fled over the walls on the other side, 
leaving the rear gate barricaded. This, and descending from the 
walls, lost so much time, that pursuit was nearly hopeless as far as 
our now exhausted men were concerned. We pressed on with the 
least fatigued, however, and keeping up to the hills forced the enemy 
into level ground; our cavalry was approaching, and we had the 
satisfaction of seeing the cavalry overtake and attack them. 

Parties were now directed to destroy the forts abandoned on the 
cavalry approaching, while with a few men I pushed on to the last 
village near the hills, where we surprised the enemy, whose head- 
quarters were there, driving them out of the village and adjoining 
camp, and obtaining their tents, cattle, and ammunition, and a good 
quantity of provisions. The enemy (who were evidently the Juzail- 
chees from Cabool) fled to the hiUs, the fire from which swept the 
village. 

I was now directed to take a party of H.M.’s 9ih Foot, the Sappers 
being now worn out, except about six men, and attack the hills ; the 
first and second heights were carried at the point of the bayonet, 
and flanking parties having turned the shoulders of the high range, 
we were advancing up it when the main force arrived, and out 
farther progress was stayed. My separate command now ceased, 
and I was soon after ordered with the Sappers to headquarters. 

The conduct of the troops, officers and men, European and 
native, was admirable, and it is due to the 26th N.I. to mention 
that in storming the second height with a party of H.M.’s 9th Foot, 
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a party of the former corps joined us, and behaved with the same 
spirit as the rest. I have &c. 

G. Beoadfoot, Captain, 

Commanding Bight Column, 

From this report the ‘ Delhi Gazette ’ compiled the follow- 
ing sentence, which formed part of their review of the events of 
1842: 

The Sappers being completely knocked up except about six men, 
Capt. Broadfoot took a party of H.M.’s 9th Foot, carried some of 
the hills at the point of the bayonet, and would have driven oH all 
the enemy, had not Gen. Pollock thought it prudent to recall all the 
detached parties, some of whom had gone more than two miles in 
advance of Mamoo Kliel. 

With reference to this, Col. Taylor addressed the editor of 
the ‘ Delhi Gazette ’ as follows,: 

Camp, Mobaralcpore : February 20, 1843. 

gir, — Observing in your * Gazette ’ of the 15th inst., in 'continua- 
tion of a review of the past year,’ a narrative of the affair at Mamoo 
Khel between the troops of Major-Gon. Pollock and the Afghans on 
August 24 last, in which you state that Capt. (now Major) Broad- 
foot ‘ took a party of the 9th Foot, carried some liills at the point of 
the bayonet,’ &c. ; in correction I have to. observe that on tlxat day 
no party of the 9th Foot was placed under Capt. Broadfoot’s com- 
mand either by me or Gen. M’Caskill, nor did any soldiers of that 
corps act under his orders to my knowledge. In justice to two gallant 
officers, I have further to add that on the occasion alluded to by you, 
I ordered Major Huish, 26th N.I., and Capt. Ogle, H.M.’a 9th Foot 
(both senior to Capt. Broadfoot), to take two companies from each of 
those regiments, and dislodge the enemy from the heights over Kookey 
Kail, which they effectually did in a few minutes, and to those officers 
is due the credit of that gallant action. Capt. Broadfoot, I under- 
stood, accompanied them with three or four of his Sappers, but he 
could have no command of a superior officer, Major Huish. 

I have the honour &c. 

A. B. Taylor, 

LieuL-Col, dtk Foot 

This called forth from Broadfoot a letter which appeared in 
the ‘ Englishman and Military Chronicle ’ of March 23, 1843, 
on which that newspaper remarked : 
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We have much pleasure in giving pubHcityto the following com- 
munication from Major Broadfoot, concerning the carrying of certain 
hills at Mamoo Khel, in which the gallant Major incontestably proves 
that the whole work was done by himself, prior to his supersession 
by Lieut-Col. Huish ; and that Col. Taylor’s version of the affair 
does not invalidate his (Major Broadfoot’s) claim to the chief credit 
due for the conspicuous part he bore in the transaction. The com- 
munication is written in the frank, manly, soldierlike tone, we should 
have expected from one of the most distinguished officers engaged 
in that memorable campaign, and as a mere personal narrative of a 
very gallant, brilliant action, we are quite sure will be perused with 
much interest by all our military readers. We have neither time 
nor space at the present moment to comment more fully upon the 
subject. 

To the Editor of the ^ Englishman and Military Chronicle" 

Sir, — With reference to Lieut.-Col. Taylor’s letter and my own, 
in your paper of the 12th and 13th instant, you will oblige me by 
giving a place to the following : 

About the middle of August last, Major-Gen. Pollock advanced 
from Jellalabad to Gundumuk, Sir Eobert Sale being left at Puttoh- 
abad. A small Afghan force had come from Cabool to garrison 
Tatang, a fort of Mahomed Akbar near Gundumuk, but it was 
destroyed before their arrival by a detachment of Sir E. Sale’s troops. 
The intended garrison, being joined by some neighbouring chiefs, 
took post at Mamoo Khel, about two miles from Gen. Pollock’s 
camp at Gundumuk : they attacked his piquets, followed back small 
parties sent to look at them, and not being chastised, increased in 
numbers hourly. At length Gen. Pollock resolved to attack them 
and capture Mamoo Khel, the seat of one of the great officers of Shah 
Shooja’s Court, and a leader in the movements against the English. 

On August 23, Sir E. Sale was directed to send a squadron 
of H.M’s 3rd Dragoons, and Broadfoot’s Sapper corps, on to 
Gundumuk; the latter were at the moment some miles from 
camp bringing in supplies, but by evening they had returned, and 
after dark marched with the Dragoons under Major Bond, leaving 
stores and baggage with the usual guards (besides about a company 
in garrison at a fort a few miles off) to follow next day. They were 
thus only about 300 strong. 

The march was only fifteen miles, but included an ascent of 
about 2,000 feet, and a descent of perhaps 500. 

Major Bond arrived before dawn on the 24th, and found Gen. 
Pollock’s force under arms to move on Mamoo Khel. The Sappers 
were ordered to join. They had now been four-and-twenty hours at 
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work or tinder arms witli no food save dry pulse, eaten as they 
marched ; and when at daylight a few minutes’ halt was made, they 
sat down and nearly all slept from weariness. On Capt. (now 
Major) Plavelock, however, summoning them to the front of the 
column, they received him with loud cheers. Qen. Pollock now told 
me to furnish such skirmishing parties as would he demanded by 
officers whom he named ; I think (but am not certain) they were 
Brigadier Tulloch and Lieut. -Col. Taylor. The force moved on, 
but no skirmishers were asked for. Gen. Pollock after a time came 
up again, and with many kind expressions informed me he wished 
the men to share in a fight they had come so far for, and he 
desired me to mention any separate service for them my knowledge 

of the ground might suggest ; finally 

I had been under Sir Robert he sanctioned another column on the 
Sale against the place the year be- , , , „ , . 

fore secure our flank and com- 


plete our success by getting on the 
enemy’s best line of retreat ; that, namely, towards Koodee Khel, 
an opening in the mountains two miles beyond and to our right of 
Mamoo Khel. 

The country south of Gundumuk rises rapidly hut uniformly 
for four or five miles to the foot of tlie first range of the steep and 
pine-covered hills of the Soofeed Koh. The hill streams flow to 
the Soorkhah river in deep channels which divide this tract into 
strips of irregular form stretching obliquely up to the hills. On 
one of these stands Mamoo Khel, an open village of flat-roofed 
houses of mud and stone, overlooking the stream on our right as 
we came from Gundumuk ; about three-quarters of a mile beyond 
it, and towards the stream on our left, was the fort, a weak place, 
without a ditch, and surrounded with broken ground laid out in 
gardens and vineyards. The rest of the ground was cultivated in 
terraces for corn, aiid it narrowed towards Koodee Khel. Beyond 
the stream on our right was a tract of similar form, but stony and 
barren, save near the stream, where there were orchards. Across 
this stream I was directed to take the Sappers and Tait’s horse as 
a subsidiary column of attack. 

We moved rapidly to our new place, and found the enemy in 
some force on that side, and posted in the orchards ; while on 
Gen- Pollock’s side of the stream a considerable body was displayed 
in line before the village of Manaoo Khel, which, as well as the 
ground beyond, was occupied by numbers greater than expected. 
Their plan appeared to be to draw on our force against the men 
before the village, who would give way and leave our troops tinder 
the fire of the village in their front, and of the orchards across the 
stream on their flank. 
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Lieut. Cunningham carried information of their numbers and 
position to the General, and brought back his sanction to our 
attacking the orchards when he should attack in front. Dis- 
positions were made accordingly, but delays in the main body 
brought us on the enemy single-handed. On halting we were 
attacked, while reinforcements from the village prepared to join our 
immediate opponents, and some of the people in front of Gen. 
Pollock threatened our flank ; we were too few for defence on such 
ground, and retreat would have brought the enemy victorious on 
the flank of our main force ; so the orchards were carried at once. 
While this passed, Gen. Pollock’s artillery opened, and the ad- 
vanced body of the enemy ran back into the village, from which a 
fire was opened on us, then in the orchards and adjoining works 
which were open to the village. Our main body was not visible, 
and we were again obliged to attack ; the stream was recrossed, 
and the village carried. We were now directly in front of Gen. 
^Pollock’s right, and consequently the subsidiary column of attack 
had become a main one. This was unavoidable, but unfortunate 
from our feeble numbers, as well as from its leaving no infantry in 
a position to cut the enemy’s line of retreat from the fort. 

Musketry was now heard in rear on our left as if our troops 
were advancing, and Lieut, Mayne, Deputy Assistant Quarter- 
master-General to Major-Gen. McCaskill, joined us ; he informed 
me that our main force was coming up, though slowly : so, begging 
his aid with the cavalry, I moved towards the fort, which fell into 
our hands as mentioned in the despatches. 

The enemy was now scattered in flight, with our cavalry pur- 
suing. Gen. Pollock’s objects were gained with little loss ; and here 
the action of Mamoo Khel, properly speaking, ended ; the rest was 
pursuit or incidents arising from it. 

I directed the Sappers to be collected and to rest at Mamoo 
Khel, not meaning to go farther ; but seeing some of the 5th 
Cavalry follow the enemy among forts, I took out some of the least 


^ The officers and several ser- 
geants came, perhaps forty men of 
all ranks. 


exhausted men to support them,^ 
and went towards the hills to inter- 
cept fugitives. Lieut. Mayne now 
joined the cavalry ; the pursuit be- 


gan afresh and went far, leading us on in support : the forts were 


abandoned as the cavalry approached, and I put a few sappers in 


each to secure what grain &c. there was.® 


This took time, and after it I 


« These forts were strewed with 
clothes, books, music (fee. belong- 
ing to the destroyed Cabool force 
and garrison of Crimdumuk, 


found resistance was over in the open 
country, though there was a little 
firing along the hills by fugitives who 
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•> One party rallied and returned tad reached them.^ I heard, also, 

tLt7and“driveirracTb™a“n^ ^ few of our cavalry had been 

officer, Soobadar Aslam Khan, and briskly fired on at Koodee Khel, and 

some sappers. Several small par- obliged to withdraw. I went in that 
ties of sappers, after a little rest at j. , 

Mamoo Khel, went out skirmishing direction, having With me eight or 
about the hill. ten men ; on the way I fell in 

with Major-Gen. McCaskill and his 
staff, also moving towards the hills. 

Koodee Khel is an open ® village of stone houses with flat roofs, 

having on three sides gardens and 

• It has the low thin wall round vineyards, and on the fourth a nar- 
it, called G-ao-hundee by Afghans, ^ x 

intended to keep the cattle from strip of bare stony ground, 

straying at night ; but the gates sloping up to the i:igllt into a small 
wera gona, and the wall ruined to- g^ep and rugged llUl, the ter- 

the intermediate slope, commanded mination ol the high pine-covcred 
the place. range which forms one side of the 

Koodee Khel valley. The large and 
the small hills axe united by a steep ridge, at the lower end of 
which is a small rocky protuberance which may be considered an 

intermediate hill.^’ 

f All these really form hut one The village seemed empty ; but 

ac'S" J'ltfi.trs ‘«pp» 

clearness call them the swifiZZ, the entering a courtyard found it occu- 
intennediate, and the large hills. pied by some of the enemy. The 

camp, in short, of the Juzailchees 
from Cabool was in the village and on the slope adjoining the little 
hill, tents being stretched across many courtyards : the Afghans, in 
the belief they cherished of our fearing to approach high hills, were 
quietly resting after their labours. The sapper ran at them with 

his bayonet, followed by myself and 
*!>« <>«v "«■<» .1 a. Bpot.. 
The Afghans, doubtless supposing a 
large force was on them, snatched up their turbans and arms, and 
fled over walls and housetops ; the alarm spread, and the camp was 
abandoned. 


• It has the low thin wall round 
it, called Gao-hundee by Afghans, 
intended to keep the cattle from 
straying at night ; but the gates 
were gone, and the wail ruined to- 
wards the hill, which, as well as 
the intermediate slope, commanded 
the place. 


All these really form hut one 
hill, or rather the end of one long 
hill or ridge. I shall, however, for 
clearness call them the small, the 
intennediate, and the large hills. 


The men at the village followed the enemy with their fire to the 
top of the little hill, from which it was returned in a way that made 
it clear the village was untenable without taking the hill, and that, 
being too weak to attempt this, we must go away soon, if we wished 
our withdrawal to seem voluntary. 

Two or three men were posted to fire occasionally, and the rest 


^ All the enemy’s horses were 
seized by camp followers or soldiers. 
Their ammunition I would not 


made to carry off or destroy all they 
could ; a work camp followers and 
stragglers soon came to help them in ^ 
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then allow the people to meddle At this tiiHB Lieut. Mayue came 

tWa”^re%tmTreTa^W asked how we were getting 

but in the confusion blew it, and OH. I gave my view of our position, 
some of themselves, up. adding that the hill was the thing if 

we could manage it. He said, ‘ Why don’t you take it, then ? ’ I 
told him I had no men. He asked where the Sappers were, and 
was told they were in Mamoo Khel and all the forts and country 

between. He asked if they could not 
be brought up. I said, ‘ No,^ and if 
they could they are too much done 
up for hills to-day.’ After a little 
more conversation as to our position, 
he said, ‘ If I can get you other 
men, will you undertake to take the 
hill ? ’ I said, ' Yes, get me any other 
men, and I go at the hill.’ He said, 
< Very good, I’ll see what I can do,’ 
and rode off. 

He returned shortly and said, 
‘ Here you are. I have got you some 
men of the 9th ; they’ll do, I suppose?’ 
I said, ‘ Nothing better ; how many ? ’ He answered, ‘ A company,’ 
or ‘ About a company,’ and asked if it was enough. I said it was, 
but we must have support. He said, ‘ Oh, there’s lots of support ; the 
General’s up, the 9th and 26th are close here, and in fact the whole 
force is coming up ; you’ll have plenty of support.’ I begged him 
to see them spread to the right and left, which he promised to do. 

He then obtained me a sword from 


^ The objection was the time it 
would have taken ; too long to re- 
main inactive under fire. I may 
here remark that remaining at all 
with so few men may seem impru- 
dent, for I did not then know more 
infantry were coining up ; but it 
was intended to be but for a very 
short time, during which we had 
only the enemy’s fire to sustain. 
Had he come down and into contact 
with us, the fire from the hill would 
have ceased, our cavalry, who were 
masters of the plain, could have 
approached, and our retreat been 
secured. 


^ The exhaustion from exertion 
in that country is inconceivable 
till felt. In the morning my horse 
knocked up beyond persuasion of 
spur, or even sword point, ]ust as 
we were attacking the orchard. I 
had to abandon him, the syce being 
killed. The subse(iuent operations 
were all on strong ground, and at a 
rapid pace, and the heat too was 
intense. I was obliged to cast away 
successively belts, scabbard, and 
all clothes not indispensable. At 
Koodee Khel, just before Lieut. 
Mayne joined me, having no scab- 
bard, I gave my sword to a sepoy to 
hold, but the plunder of the camp 
had made him a truant. To the 
credit of our people, these things 
were all brought back to me that 
day, though scattered over miles. 


one of his mounted orderlies, and we 
moved on, I again revesting him 
to look to our support. I had been 
sitting at a gap in the village wall, 
next the enemy. At the corner of 
the village we met the men of the 9th 
Foot coming up to the hill. Lieut. 
Mayne said, ‘ These are the men.’ 

‘ Very well,’ I replied, ^ up we go,’ 
and the ascent immediately com- 
menced, for we were under a fire 
which increased when the enemy 
saw our obj ect- Oapt, Havelock was 
there, but I am not sure whether he 
came with the 9th men or joined 
Lieut. Mayne and myself just be- 
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fore ; I think the latter. At any rate, I spoke to him and asked his 
aid in keeping our men from firing and in getting a rapid advance 
with the bayonet. I believe also that I bespoke his aid in getting 
support and sending men romid the flanks of the hill. He and 
Lieut. Mayne accompanied me, cheering on the men and prevent- 
ing firing. There were several officers of the 9th present, not one 
of whom I knew, and I only remember speaking to one of them 
who during the ascent made a remark on something unconnected 
with the duty. All of them joined in making the men advance 
without lialting to fire or load. Before we reached the summit the 
enemy ran to the intermediate height and ridge beyond. Capt. 
Havelock and Lieut. Mayne came as far as their horses could come, 


1 A little knoll of rocks in the 
centre of the summit. 


and went down on seeing us up. 
When I reached the highest point ^ 
there were with me only two or three 


men of the 9th, and as many Sappers. 


After taking breath and giving time for more men to come up, 


we moved to the intermediate height, which the enemy abandoned. 


We were accompanied by a few men of the 26th N.I., who had 


come up while wo were waiting ; the first I saw of that regiment. 

Beyond the intermediate hill rose the large hill ; the enemy 
were now in full retreat up the connecting ridge, but as some had 


The military reader will see 
that BO small a party was left in 
order to have few men under the 
enemy’s closest fire ; they sufficed 
to keep the enemy from creeping 
down the rocks to short musket 
range of the little hill, which waa 
all wo wanted for the present. A 
small number also could alone find 
cover. Some of the sepoys of the 
26th who first came up remained 
there, and two or three of the 9th 
afterwards joined them: a thing 
to be encouraged as long as safe. 
I placed the Sappers there because 
they were used to close quarters 
with the Afghans, and not likely to 
think they were abandoned when 
we went back. 


already gained the top, and the as- 
cent was long and steep, 1 thought 
it prudent to wait till the subsidiary 
arrangements were made below. 
Leaving, therefore, thefew Sappers ^ 
(about six) at the intermediate hill, 
I returned to the small hill, and saw 
the space below full of our troops, 
horse and foot, of whom considerable 
parties were stretching out to the 
right and left along the flanks of 
the large hill : more infantry, both 
European and Native, were also as- 
cending the little hill ; in short, all 
was going as one could wish. 


In due time the left flank of the hill was enveloped by troops, 


chiefly of the 26th Regiment; the right flank was not so well 


" I knew this officer would co- 
operate with, vigour and judgment 
when he eaw the assault begin. I 
knew also he would easily get troops 
from officers near, and if there were 
none the men would follow him. 


manned, but troops were going that 
way, among whom I perceived Lieut. 
Orr** of the Sappers, and the posi- 
tion of the men on the left flank was 
completely under the enemy’s fire ; 
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p The Major’s courtesy may not 
seem great, but I cannot be certain 
that my own manner was very 
bland. 


They seldom fail, be they black or so I resolved to attack at once. 

I went towards the intermediate 
hill,'’ and when near it made a sign to the party there to advance, 
and passed the word for the ascent of the large hill, moving on my- 
self. Before many paces, some one 

^ 0 This was from ten to twenty called out, ‘ Halt ! halt ! ’ I called 
minutes after reaching the summit , , at • • at i . nr 

of the small hill; it seemed the Out, Nol no! No halt ! Move on! 

latter or even more, but I had not and went forward more rapidly ; but 
tag' ““ of ‘ Halt ! ’ was raised, 

and a man of the 9th called out, 
‘ Sir ! sir ! there is an order to halt.’ I asked, ‘ Who said so ? And 
who gave the order ? ’ A very young-looking officer standing under 

a rock called out in answer to the 

p The Major’s courtesy may not last question, P ' I, Major Huish, give 
seem great, but I cannot be certain -i? u ^ t 

that my own manner was very ^ 

bland. plained to the Major my ignorance 

of any officer senior to myself being 
there, and informed him that I had been sent up with orders to take 
the hill : he said he also had been sent up with orders to occupy the 
hill we were on, but not to go higher. I said my orders were from 
the General, received through Lieut. Mayne. He said his orders 
also were from the General. I asked if I was to consider him 

in command on that hill ; he said, 

^ I, of course, asked Major only of his own men, but that his 

Huish if he had any occasion for ; j. 

my services or those of my men, were positive against going 

and was told he had not. higher. On this I called back the 

few Sappers, intending to proceed 
to headquarters and make my report,*! 

Seeing the little hill crowded with our men, however, I again 
went to Major Huish and said there was certainly some mistake in 
these contradictory orders, and urged him to complete the capture 
of the hill, pointing out its necessity. He objected its being too 
steep to ascend, its being out of shot, and not worth taking, and 
that its capture would cost many men. The enemy’s bullets showed 
its nearness while we conversed : on other points, I mentioned the 
enemy’s flight up it just before, and assured him stopping short 
would cost more men than taking it, as the enemy would ascribe it 
to fear, and not only fire on him then, but rally generally, and pur- 
sue him when he left. He seemed incredulous as to the rallying and 
pursuit, urging besides that if we did go up we must come back, and 
were just as likely to be pursued then as now. He said also the 
enemy would go to other heights, which we must take, and then 
others in endless succession. I pointed out the form of the whole 
Mil, that once on the top, we had the Afghans comparatively on 


^ I, of course, asked Major 
Huish if he had any occasion for 
my services or those of my men, 
and was told he had not. 
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level ground, -where indiscipline and inferior arms put their stand- 
ing against us out of the question, and they could not go to the 
other hills without descending first, no easy matter when pursued 
by us from above. I assured him Afghans never fought hopeless 
battles, and that when they saw no ground could stop us, they would 
disperse, and the terror of such a blow at the opening of the cam- 
paign would prevent all serious opposition in the passes. 

He did not feel justified in making the attempt, and I then 
pressed him to withdraw at once from the hill ; his orders prevent- 
ing this, I advised his keeping very 
The Pushtoo name of the few men, a more guard, upon it, 

used by the Afghans, They are ^illd putting tliem^ into a SUngur, ^ 
quickly made and useful. having the rest in reserve below; 

and, above all, I urged him to with- 
draw the men below on the left flank of the large hill, who, besides 
being now not wanted there, were in a false position. 

After some discussion he agreed to diminish the number on the 
summit, and proceeded to do so, while I went down the hill. The 
enemy had, on the Sappers being brought back from their advance, 
crowded to the crest of the upper hill. Their fire too had since been 
getting steadier. I had not gone fifty yards down before Major 
Huish called me back, and, with some excitement, said, ‘ Capt- 
Broadfoot, this is all your doing, and I shall hold you responsible. 
I shall make it known to Gen. Pollock.’ He then pointed out 
the enemy, who had come a little way down the hill, and planted a 
flag. He added, ‘ I sent down the men entirely by your advice, and 
trusting to your greater experience of hill warfare, and it has brought 
down the enemy upon us. I shall recall my men, and make known 
to Gen. Pollock this was your doing.’ 

I said this was just what I had been telling him, the Afghans 
thought us frightened, that flag would rally them over all tho 
country round, and the longer he stayed the worse it would be ; that 
of course he must use his own judgment ; but I repeated my advice 
to take the hill or get out of its reach ; or if he must stay where he 
was, to have a few men above and his* reserves below, and well 
posted to cover his retreat. But I again suggested the removal of 
the men on the left below (his own men the 26th chiefly, if not 

altogether), or they would get into 

, ‘ The hope was expressed, I trouble. As to Gen. Pollock, I pro- 
imagine, to get the General in- j ^ ^ ^ y j y 

formed there were doubts as to the m ujy 

goodness of the position. self ; he said he hoped ® I would ; 

and for the rest, Col. Taylor was 
at the foot of the hill ; and so with mutual good wishes we parted* 

I shall not enter into details of the subsequent events* 


‘ The hope was expressed, I 
imagine, to get the General in- 
formed there were doubts as to the 
goodness of the position. 
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At the foot of the hill I mentioned briefly to Lieut, -Col. Taylor 
my being prevented by the arrival of Major Huish from taking 
the high hill, of which I advocated the necessity and feasibility ; 
adding that in twenty minutes from Major Huish stopping me 
the whole would have been accomplished. Col. Taylor disagreed 
with me, his reasons being similar to those of Major Huish, 
but the discussion was short. The Colonel did not seem to 
think I knew much about the matter ; so I went away to Gen. 
McCaskill at the village. 

Midway I met Capt. Havelock, who may perhaps recollect my 
complaining of the contradictory ^ orders, which sent me up to be 

superseded just as we were com- 

* My impression at ^ the time pleting the victory of the day, by a 
was that the contradiction arose, ^ j • -ui 

as in other cases there, from dif^ ^^^son to the enemy as desirable as 

ferent general officsrs exercising the reverse we were now certain of, 

command at one time, and orders '^yould be dangerous, with OUr COm- 
commg through all sorts of chan- x - i t , 

nels, and I may have mentioned paratively inexperienced troops at 
this to Capt. Havelock. the opening of a campaign. I re- 

counted what had passed between 
Major Huish, Lieut.- Col. Taylor, and myself, and nrged the 
necessity of yet getting the hill captured, or reverses would follow. 
I had the gratification to find he agreed in the necessity of taking 
the hills completely, and I believe he tried in vain to get it done. 

To Gen. McCaskill I reported my supersession by Major Huish 
having prevented the complete occupation of the hill. I beheve I 


The truth, I believe, is, the 
General was ordered to hold the po- 
sition that I was calling untenable. 


mentioned my interview with Lieut. - 
Col. Taylor, and I certainly stated 
my opinion of our position, but no 
reply was given. 


Capt. (now Major) Maegregor was at the village on the part of 
Gen. Pollock, and I think I mentioned the matter to him. I cer- 


tainly did to Lieut. Mayne, in very plain terms, who said he could 
not help it, but would now get the orders as to myself from Gen. 
Pollock, who was at Mamoo Khel. Meanwhile the officers and 


sergeants of Sappers were ordered to collect all men in that quarter 
for fear of any sudden change in affairs. 


Orders came for me to join the Sappers at Mamoo Khel ; but, in 
the interim, our troops under Lieut.-Col. Taylor had been driven 
with loss from some of their positions, and reinforcements sent for. 


When those arrived I took leave of Gen. McCaskill and repaired to 
Mamoo Khel. 


In reply to Gen. Pollock’s interrogations, I mentioned what I h^ 
seen, and stated plainly and fully all the opinions above given ; and 
on his demanding my opinion as to the best course in present cir- 
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cumstances, I still advised the capture of the hill, but by a larger 
force than Gren. McCaskill had, as it was no longer held by a beaten 
fragment of the enemy, outnumbered and pursued, but by a fast 
increasing body flushed with success. This not being agreed to, I 

advised the immediate withdrawal 

X Gen. McCaskill was very ill, of our troops from Koodee Khel, 

inoretroops,especiallycavalry.bemg 

heat and fatigue so reduced his Sent to secure their retreat, 
strength, that I left Koodee Khel j mentioned the state of 

no^t M apprehension regard- McCaskill’s health.- 

Captain Macgregor, however, 
seemed to think Koodee Khel tenable without the whole hill, and 
nothing was decided then, save that Gen. McCaskill was to remain. 

I helievey it was finally settled 
that, the day being now advanced, 
Gen. McCaskill should retire, and 
the enemy be attacked next morn- 
ing. Cavalry was sent out, and the 
troops at Koodee Khel fell back in 
good order to Mamoo Khel ; pursued, 
however, to that place by the enemy, 
who fired for a time and then drew off. 

Next morning the enemy took 
post at Hissaruk, some miles west 
from Mamoo Khel, a good position 
for impeding our commissariat ope- 
rations, as well as for guarding both 
roads to Cabool. We, however, let 
him alone ; but we met him again 
the following month at Jugdulub, 
and then with a different fortune as 
to hills. 

Such are my recollections of the affair at Mamoo Khel, giving 
in great detail all that bears on my relations with Col. Taylor, and 
merely indicating the other and more important events. 

Battles are notoriously the subjects on which the memories of 
those engaged, most widely vary, even to contradiction ; and I have 
no hope of escaping the common fate. Some will remember what 
I have forgotten, and forget what I remember. Others would see 
what I did not, or see the same things in a different light, while 
much that I have seen will be unknown to them ; and one man 

* .t. r X ii.t, flurried where another is 

* Add to the list all the officers t i j j* t 

of the Sappers, who saw more or ^ have named, as far as I 

lass of what went on. viz. Lieut, remember, those who were present.* 


y There were many conversa- 
tions before and after the retreat of 
our troops. I took part in some, 
but counsels changed, and I forget 
whether it was decided to attack 
the hill in the morning or not. I 
think it was, for I remember dis- 
cussing the plan of attack with 
Capt. Havelock, who was present 
at some of those conversations; 
and I think it was a view to this 
decision that enabled me to meet 
Capt. Macgregor’s arguments, viz. 
‘political reasons,’ and ‘moral ef- 
fect ’ on the people and chiefs, of 
retreat. The former were not de- 
tailed. For the latter I suggested 
victory, but thought our chances of 
it were not improved by letting the 
Afghans belabour two of our best 
regiments all night in a bad post. 
No troops, however, were warned 
for the attack, and it may not have 
been determined on. 
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Orr, Lieut, Cunningham, and Dr. 
Forsyth. Messrs. Kelly and Bruen, 
now adjutants of police corps, 
were conspicuously employed in 
the main action. The latter also 
joined Col. Taylor’s party, and was 
severely wounded on his repulse ; 
he was sent to bring hack strag- 
gling sappers, hut seeing our com- 
rades of Col. Taylor’s force hard 
pressed, joined them. 

“ With that of ‘Delhi Gazette,’ 
or any similar one, I shall not 
meddle, either in the way of con- 
tradiction or confirmation. Mate- 
rials for any account of the ope- 
rations in Northern Afghanistan 
approaching to correctness are not 
before the public. 

^ Taken from the ‘Delhi Ga- 
zette,’ which I have seen since my 
former letter. My original report 
was verbal, merely stating that the 
delay of the main force brought 
the enemy on us, and forced us to 
engage singly, that we beat them, 
but at the close of the pursuit 
Major Huish came up and super- 
seded me. I mentioned also getting 
some men of the 0th at the end of 
the pursuit, and their good beha- 
viour;^ but all about Major Huish 
I detailed at that officer’s request. 
Sir Eichmond Shakespear (I think) 
was sent to me afterwards at the 
Sappers’ bivouac for a written re- 
port, as they could not get on with 
a despatch for want of it. Dr. 
Forsyth will remember its being 
written in all haste and weariness ; 
still, recollections were fresh, and 
it cannot be far wrong. 


A copy of this number of the ‘ Eng- 
lishman ’ sent to each will be the first 
communication on the subject from 
me. I have, as far as I remember, 
kept back nothing, softened nothing, 
and,Ihope, aggravated nothing. Let 
the gentlemen named say whether 
and how far the general tenor of 
their recollections varies from mine. 
Now for Lieut. -Col. Taylor’s contra- 
diction of my statement. Here it is, 
being the end of my report ^ to Gen. 
Pollock. ‘I was now directed to take a 
party of H.M.’a9thPoot, the Sappers 
being now worn out, except about 
six men, and attack the hills. The 
first and second heights were carried 
at the point of the bayonet ; and 
flanking parties having turned the 
shoulders of the high range, wo were 
advancing up it, when the main force 
arrived, and our farther progress was 
stayed. My separate command now 
ceased, and I was soon after ordered 
with Sappers to headquarters.’ 

First, * I was directed to take men 
of the 9th, and attack the hills.’ 
Lieut.-Col. Taylor denies this. He 
says, * No party of the 9th Foot 
was placed under Capt. Broadfoot’s 
command either by me or by Gen. 
McCaskill. ’ 


They were placed under my command by Lieut. Mayno, Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster- General of the Infantry Division, to 

which Lieut.-Col. Taylor and I both 
belonged, and his orders, I presume, 
were, in such circumstances, to be 
taken as those of the general officer 
on whose staff he was," and that 
was Gen. McCaskill. I did not 
know but what Gen. Pollock was 
up and had sanctioned the measure, 
perhaps given the order through Lieut. Mayne, for such things hap- 
pened up there. But I felt quite sure of Gen. McCaskill, and could 


® Orders under fire were oftener 
brought, at least when I was em- 
ployed, by Oapt. Havelock, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant-General, and 
Lieut. Mayne, Deputy Assistant 
Quartermaster-General, than by 
any other staff officers, and no 
man ever did or could question the 
authority of either. 
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scarcely do otherwise. After consulting as to an enterprise which 
one of his principal staff officers wishes me to conduct, the former 
goes off ‘ to see what he can do.’ He comes back saying he has 
got me men, and aids in the arrangements. What could I sup- 
pose ^ but that he had suggested to 

^ Mayne may remember, jiis superior the capture of the hill 
when I first asked for a sword he ^ ^ 

did not hear; and my saying (I ^iUd my leading the assaulting party, 
fear with a little irritation), ‘If I and that both had been approved: 
am to lead these men, you must • n i • 

get me a aword.’ ^ especially when m assuring me 

of support he mentioned the General 
as being up, and the whole force as coming on ? Nay, more ; had I 
thought I commanded the whole, or that I did more than lead the 
party that was to crown the hill, I should have been sorry to 
undertake the duty. Powerful support was required, involving 
bodies of troops my rank precluded me from commanding : I took 
it for granted, and till I learn the contrary from a good source I 
shall continue to believe, that the extensive movements against the 
hill were at least sanctioned by the General. And in this belief 
it was, I asked his staff officers, one of whom (Capt. Havelock) 
was my senior, to see the necessary steps taken for our support. 
They were taken, and with a skill and readiness strongly indicative 
of experience and zeal like theirs. 

But Lieut. -Col. Taylor says Gen. McCaskill placed no men of the 
9th under my orders. Being near the General, I conclude he has 
asked him the question, and that the General did not give the order 
or does not remember it. I have served under Gen. McCaskill on 
other occasions, actively enough, and in all kinds of work, but I 
never received an order from himself yet that I can remember ; nor 
is such the practice of armies ; yet the General, I dare say, will not 
disavow my doings. Save in rare cases of emergency, requiring me 
to use my own judgment, my orders were from his staff, his Adjutant- 
General, his Quartermaster-General, his aide-de-camp, or, in sapper’s 
work, his engineer ; and so it was on the present occasion. I re- 
ceived the order from his Quartermaster-General, his authorised 
instrument, disobedience to orders conveyed through whom is a 
military crime. Lieut. Mayne knows best where he got the men, 
but be went for men and brought them for me to take up the hill ; 
and he assuredly did not tell me that though the attack was sanc- 
tioned, it was entrusted to other hands. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel continues : ‘ Nor did any soldiers of that 
corps act under his orders, to my knowledge.’ Who, then, led 
them, i.e. the party who first gained the little hill ? The Lieutenant- 
Colonel tells us: ‘In justice,’ says he, ‘to two gallant officers, I 
have further to add that, on the occasion alluded to by you, I ordered 

L 
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Major Huish, of the 26th N.I., and Capt. Ogle, H.M.’a 9th Foot (both 
Benior to Capt. Broadfoot), to take two companies from each of those 
regiments and dislodge the enemy from the heights over Koohey 
Kail ’ (a misprint, I suppose, for Eoodee Khel). 

Major Huish, then, commanded ; but first, it appears I have been 
transferring to others some of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s own laurels. 
My orders being through Lieut. Mayne, I considered them as Gen. 
MoCaskill’s ; but knowing the Lieutenant served all masters, I was 
not sure whether Gen. Pollock might not be the author, and merely 
reported, ‘ I was directed,’ &c. 

This, however, excluded Lieut.-Col. Taylor, under whose orders 
I was not. Now that officer, I make no doubt, gave the orders he 
says, whether in consequence of an application from Lieut. Mayne 
or not is immaterial ; they were orders any man coming there with 
sufficient troops was hkely to give, and on such occasions the same 
orders are often given by various leaders ; but I beg to remind the 
reader that what I wanted was the whole hill, or none of it ; less, I 
thought an error. 

Having told us he had ordered Major Huish and Capt. Ogle to 
‘dislodge the enemy from the heights over Eoodee Ehel,’ Lieut.- 
Col. Taylor continues, ‘ which they effectually did in a few minutes, 
and to those officers is due the credit of that gallant action.’ 

Most undoubtedly it is due to them if they did clear those 
heights effectually.® They were not cleared by me farther t.bfl.n is 


« The heights of Eoodee Khel “mentioned above. Did Major Huish 
are a long narrow hill with steep go farther, after I left, than I had 


sides, lying between the narrow been ? Were the heights cleared at 

valley of Koodee Khel on one side, n t\': 3 ±i , r* 

and the village of the same name * h)id the enemy s fire cease for 


on the margin of the open country 
on the other. This hill, or these 
heights, were the scene of the con- 
test between us and the Afghans ; 


a moment ? Was he ever off the 
crest of the hill till he came down 
to pursue us from the base ? Would 


they on the upper part, we on the 
lower- 


to God the credit of ‘ effectual clear- 
ing ’ on that occasion had been ours 


to dispute about ! To secure that, I would gladly resign my claim 
to share in it. 


The Lieutenant -Colonel proceeds : * Capt. Broadfoot, I under- 
stand, accompanied them with three or four of his Sappers ; but he 
could have no command of a superior officer, Major Huish.’ As to 
my commanding ‘ a superior officer, Major Huish,’ I never imagined 
I had done so, for I do not think he was present. He showed every 
proper readiness to assume the command when he did come up, but 
that was after the ascent of the little hill. He may, however, have 
been with the assaulting party, but he did not then make himself 
kno*mi to me, nor did he lead it, and will not, I think, say he did. 
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Neither do I think he will court the honour of commanding an 
assault a tergo. If he does, I am satisfied to have ‘ accompanied ’ 
it at the other end. 

Capt. (now Major) Ogle was present, as I learn from an officer 

here who was in the affair : ^ the 
claim for him is not of command, 
but of having been second under 
Lieut. -Col. Huish instead of me. If 
that would have pleased him better, 
I regret it was not so ; and, in every 
case, I deeply regret not having 
known at the time that he was there ; 
or rather, that he was my senior. 
Lieut. Mayne could not have known 
his presence either, or else thought 
me the senior ; perhaps did not ad- 
vert to our relative standing at all : 
from whatever cause it arose that I 
led where I ought to have followed, 
I regret it for the sake of an officer 
so generally allowed as Major Ogle 
to he one of our best. Had I even 
known it before giving in my report, 
that document should have termi- 
nated with the occupation of the vil- 
lage and the enemy’s camp. Luckily 
Major Ogle has not lost much ; the 
affair was a trifling one as far as we 
carried it, though I wish it had ended as well as it was beginning. 

This whole affair is evidently one of misconception, arising from 
causes frequeiat enough in such cases. Lieut. -Col. Taylor probably 
saw that at least a portion of the hill must be held, if only to divert 
fire from the village, and ordered four companies under Major 
Huish to seize the part I have called the little hill ; but arrange- 
ments he knew not of were previously made for the total dispersion 
of the enemy by their pursuit to the summit if they went there, and 

before Major Huish arrived the little 
hill was taken ^ by men procured 
by Lieut. Mayne for the greater 
scheme; but these men seem also 
to have been warned for the little 
plan, and to have been taken away 
for the other without Lieut.-Col. 
Taylor’s knowledge ; all likely things 


^ I have also an impression, 
but an uncertain one, that Lieut. 
Mayne recently informed me, Major 
Ogle had been there, and spoke of 
my having commanded a senior. I 
know Capt. Havelock informed me 
of a similar occurrence in another 
action. 

^ I do not think Lieut. Mayne 
mentioned his name, but am not 
sure, for hearing it would have told 
me nothing, as I knew few or no 
officers of the force that relieved 
Jellalabad. I made my first ac- 
quaintance with Lieut.-Col. Taylor 
and Lieut.-Col. Huish that day. I 
was in another brigade, and had 
been very constantly detached from 
headquarters during Gon. Pol- 
lock’s stay at Jellalabad. I had, 
indeed, dined once at the mess of 
the 9th Regiment with Gen. Pollock, 
who lived there ; but I knew not 
the names of the officers I then 
conversed with. Lieut. Mayna may 
have mentioned Capt. Ogle’s name, 
but did not certainly say he was 
in command, or my senior, and it 
could hardly occur to mo under the 
circumstances. 


^ Major Huish is gone or going 
home, but an officer, I think, of his 
own regiment, whose name I do not 
know, was with him when he first 
addressed me; if he sees this he 
will remember (if he was present 
at any of our subsequent conversa- 
tion) my informing Major Huish of 
the Afghans running up the ridge 
he thought impracticable, and of 
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the slight loss (one man hilled) in 
taking the little hill, when he ob- 
jected to attacking the summit. 
Our whole conversations were, on 
his part, in the style of one who 
had not come up at first, and there- 
fore I doubt his presence in the 
attack; but I may be wrong. I 
saw only a few of the very foremost 
men ; people do not look back on 
those occasions. 


enough to happen on service of that 
kind, and probably all explicable (mis- 
takes as to seniority and all) by five 
minutes’ conversation among the par- 
ties concerned. Now this Lieut. -Col. 
Taylor might have had : Generals Pol- 
lock and McCaskill, Lieut. -Colonels 
Taylor and Huish, Majors Havelock 


and Ogle, Lieut. Mayne and myself 
were all together for nearly five months after that, but not a hint 


escaped the Lieutenant- Colonel on the subject. He and I served to- 


gether, andbecame acquaintances, bnthe never mentioned the matter, 


* It was usual there to praise 
catalogues of officers. I was in the 
early part of the action dissatisfied 


nor did anyone else ; yet my report 
was read at the Adjutant- General’s 
Office, by various parties, before it 


with certain parties, but the ar- 
rangement for a separate column 
was suddenly made and imperfectly 
understood. Above all, inexperi- 
ence mainly caused what I disliked ; 
it was the first action for a good 
many. I would not praise, nor 


was sent away, and even gave cause 
of complaint to myself by some who 
thought I underrated their ser- 
vices.' The events of the action 
were much discussed, my share of 


would I pointedly except. All the jt and my opinions especially ; and 
rest had done well. I said so, and • j j • t n . 

named no one ; but the officers ^ time my report appeared in 
with me will see I was not un- print ; but it was never noticed till 
grateful to them. now,^ and then not by letter, but 


^ I do not, however, say that 
by lapse of time Lieut.-Col. Taylor 
forfeits his right to claim what he 
considers due to his officers, his 
men, or himself, when it has been 
otherwise given in despatches, or 
passed over in silence. Ear from 
it. Some day I may perhaps follow 
his example ; but I complain of his 
having without personal inquiry 
for so long ^a period, and without 
reference even by letter for -ex- 
planation, written as he did to a 
public paper. 


in a way that compels me not only 
to prove I had reason for what I 
said on the controverted points, but 
to set myself right with my profes- 
sional friends, who otherwise could 
not but think so great a departure 
from courteous usage on the part of 
an officer of Lieut. -Ool. Taylor’s rank 
and reputation impossible, save to a 
man notoriously capable of arroga- 
ting to himself the honour due to his 


fellow -soldiers. Let them read this detail, and apply to it, as far as 
their' judgment allows, the corrections or contradictions it may call 
forth. Then let them read my report to Gen. Pollock, and say if 
there be a trace of desire to overstate the services of my own corps 
or myself, or to shine at others’ cost. I am conscious of having 
throughout the war in Afghanistan gone to the opposite extreme, 
of having scarcely done justice to the men and officers who served 


under my orders (at least as to affairs where I was myself present), 
in suffering without remonstrance their services to be slightly 
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1 From first to last they slipped strangely out of 
mind when despatches were writing . not at other 
times ; indeed, as far as kind words and employment 
went, they seemed favourites. 

I must here acknowledge, however, first, that Sir 
R Sale having by accident discovered in Jellalabad 
some curious things of this kind, made the amende 
by referring generally to past services in the next 
laudatory order, which has not of course been pub- 
lished; and secondly, that in Gen. Pollock’s Tezeen 
despatch he mentions me with some dragoons in- 
stead of Capt. Tritton, whom I only accom;pamcd (not 
in Col. Taylor’s sense) m amateur and as a guide ; 
he commanded his men, not I ; and right good work 
he made of it. I spoke not to the men except to pass 
Capt. Tritton’ s orders, unless that on first reaching 
the enemy I warned those near me to be cautious, 
that these fugitives were ttgly customers, and got off 
their horses to fight, not escape. I mentioned this 
mistake m the proper quarter when I found it out, 
and would have done so officially, but that the account 
refutes itself. Sappers could not keep up with dra- 
goons in a gallop of several miles, which the first 
business was, and then had I meddled with that de- 
spatch at all, I must have noticed other matters. 

One opinion I am not certain he knew at the 
moment, but he probably heard of it, as it was pub- 
licly given. I was present when Lieut.-Col. Taylor 
reported the success of the enemy, first to Gen. 
McCaskill at Khodee Khel, and afterwards to Gen. 
Pollock at Mamoo Khel. It was done publicly; 
Gen. Pollock was in a ciowd under trees in the garden 
at Mamoo Khel, The Lieutenant- Colonel ascribed his 
misfortune to want of due firmness oh tho part of a 
portion of his troops. The Major-General spoke to 
me of it shortly afterwards, and X told him I thought 
there was no reason to distrust the troops for this 
check, that no troops whatever could have stood 
their ground in such a position. Those on the left 
at Koodee Khel had a steep and rocky hill in front 
occupied by the enemy, while their flank was in the 
air (to speak technically), and beyond it lay a rocky 
ravine amidst broken and commanding ground, the 
ravine leading down from the enemy’s position to the 
country on the left and rear : the enemy from above, 
and from the continuation of the hills on the left, had 
only to occupy this, and, themselves secure, envelop 
this body of men in fire ; and if troops so posted be as- 
sailed, the moment must come when a vigorous charge 
will rout them, he they who they may. That moment 
Afghans are quick to discern and resolute to use. 

They are masters in mountain war ; individually 
brave, yet cautious, and watchful; skilful in [choos- 
ing] ground, and of a coolness never to he discon^ 
certed; swift to advance, timely in retreat, and 
expert in both; their masses were seldom shown, 
hardly ever uncovered to our fire, yet never far 
away when a blow could he struck. This will 
apply to all^ Afghans, but pre-eminently to the 
eastern Ghilzies and Eusofzies, Better arms, orga- 


noticed, or kept alto- 
gether out of sight/ 
or in letting others 
reap where they had 
sown. I may suf- 
fer this, but I will 
not also be openly 
treated, and by a 
man of some mark, 
as guilty of the oppo- 
site baseness. 

T owe an apology 
to^the officers whose 
names are mention- 
ed. I deeply regret 
that they and I 
should be dragged 
into controversy, a 
thing which, I fear, 
seldom raises our 
profession in the 
public estimation ; 
but when attacked, 
one must defend. 

I regret, too, that 
some things men- 
tioned may not be 
agreeable to all. I 
differed from Lieut.- 
Col. Taylor at Koo- 
dee Khel, and did my 
best to get other plans 
adopted,, as I thought 
this could only end 
in evil ; but this 
was a public matter, 
publicly conducted. 
I gave my opinions 
freely to the Gene- 
ral, the Lieutenant- 
Colonel knew them 
at the time,”^ and the 
military reader can 
judge whether, hold- 
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nisation, and leaders would make them troops of the ing the Opinions I 
highest order : the want of all three rendered their n -n 
largest assemblages unworthy of the name of armies, ’ 
and they knew this. I have seen in the field nearly not my duty to ut- 
all the chiefs who fought against us in Northern them plainly in 
Afghanistan, but I only remember two who showed , ^ j? ’ i 

anything like military talent, and they were of very nope, nrst, 01 avert- 
subordinate rank One, a brother (or cousm) of the ing the dreaded evils, 
petty Ghilzie Khan of Saroobee/ showed some skill afterwards of 

and much courage against Sir E. Sale’s rearguard 

in the Jugduluk pass in 1841 ^ he fell in that fight, remedying them ; ^ 
The other, Haji Ali, the commandant of a corps of ^f^ith the latter 
Juzailchees in Mahomed Akbar’s service, was at i • i t i i 

Mamoo Khel, but did not command, for several object i ventured to 
Barukzye and other Afghan chiefs of high rank were recommend the at- 
present. He was a Tajik of Cabool, formerly a shoe- heights 

maker there, and of diminutive stature, all cireum- ° 

stances lowering his influence : religious zealotry at Koodee Khel, and 
and great valour scarcely saved him from the open consequent occupa- 
ridicule of the lower Afghans and the good-humoured ^ .-i . 

contempt of the Khans. He was in the village of ^ vauey , 

Mamoo Khel in the morning, and as we crossed the and on its being 
stream to assail it, the usual taunts and reproaches found the enemy had 
between our Afghan sappers and their opponents , -rx ^ -iz/ i -r 
turned from our side on the Haji’s stature and former l^n Koodee Knel, i 
occupation. The advantage he took of the delay of suggested their im- 
themamforce,toaasailourrightoolumn,wasju.Ucious attack at 

and prompt ; the means employed, too, might have 

succeeded had time been given. At Koodee Khel he Hissaruh.° And be 
commanded on the heights, but the repulse of our 
troops from the ground they were on would have 

been effected as quickly by any Afghan peasantry. The prompt resumption 
after his success of a post on the line of operation was, however, due to him. 
His influence rose for the time, but JugduUuk destroyed it. The greater Afghan 
chiefs were, as soldiers, one and all below mediocrity. 

” These evils, however, must not be overrated. Gen. Pollock’s victory was 
still complete as to its primary object of expulsion of the enemy from Mamoo 
Khel, where he could not be tolerated by an army preparing at Gundumuk to 
enter the passes. Had the hill been taken, the enemy’s rout would have been 
total, and we masters of all east of the passes; as it was, he was able with 
recovered courage to take up the next injurious position of Hissaruk. In itself, 
the mishap was but very partially absolute reverse ; only in the first repulse 
from the untenable ground : our troops rallied when clear of that, and occupied 
gardens &o., keeping the enemy at bay, and they finally retired in good order ; 
but it was unfortunate from pursuing to be put on the defensive, and finally to 
be pursued ; with old troops it would have mattered nothing but the lives lost; 
with troops only once (I believe) in action before, it risked loss of confidence ; 
but so excellent were those corps, that it did little or no harm, or if any the 
Jugduluk fight set all right. This check caused, however, nearly all the loss 
sustained in the 9th and 26th that day, a loss not great, but to be regretted as 
useless. 

® Towards Hissaruk was the line of retreat of an army from Cabool, beaten 
at Mamoo Khel by one from Jellalabad ; but no Afghan army could retire before 
regular troops across an open country; they therefore retreated on Koodee 
Khel, off the Cabool road, out of the line of operations altogether, and, of course, 
leaving it undefended; but they found shelter in Koodee Khel valley, which 
was too narrow to be safely entered without first seizing the hill between it and 
the village. Had we taken that, the vaUey also was ours with much of the grain 
of the neighbouring country there stored, and the enemy had no further refuge, 


^ Sarubi, a fort sixteen miles from Tezin, 
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no cLoiee but destruction or utter disper- 
sion. Hence my anxiety for the hill to 
be carried. The enemy, however, knew 
his true point, and, finding us checked, 
went to Hissaruk. The country in that 
direction is not so open as farther east, 
and was irrigated ; but there was nothing 
to stop an army. 


it rGiQ.6iiib6r6d, tliough, junior 
(and no two soldiers can be 
equal) to Lieut. -Col. Taylor, I 
was not under him. He com- 
manded a regiment, and so 
did I ; when we were on the 
same duty, I, of course, obeyed ; 
and he never, I believe, found me reluctant. In fact, when I have 
been under him, it was in most cases voluntary. When the Sappers 
were distributed in detachments I might have ridden in dignity 
with a nominal headquarters, hut I went where I could be most 
useful, though as a subordinate, and always put myself under such 
an officer as Lieut.-Col. Taylor with pleasure ; yet I was in a 
position without impropriety to do as I did in recommending the 
completion of the work. 

After all, the difference between ns is one of opinion ; and if he 
has made a mistake, all soldiers do the same ; the best alone learn 

by them. The general voice, 

p This was, however, so distant as to however, was with him at the 

be almost a separate range, just within i.* -o n 

cannon shot of the lower heights. At time. Heyond the Sappers and 
Koodee Khel the village was within long some of the Staff, who had 
musket range of the top of the upper hill. j.i 

Had the little hill been in the same linei previous cam- 

the fire directed at it would have made PS^ign, I know not if any officer 
the village a very uncomfortable post. at Mamoo Khel sided with me 


My artillery comrades of Afghani- 
stan know how highly I valued them and 
their arm ; and at Koodoo Khel I longed 
for Major Backhouso and his mountain 
train ; but we used sometimes to forgot 
that, save in breacliing and oihor excep- 
tional oases, it is a co-oparaim^y not a 
main arm, still less to be used singly. 
Indeed, we wore too apt to make one arm 
attempt the work of all, or to use thorn 
successively instoad of together. 

*■ On Gen. Pollock telling mo his re- 
solution to attack, and ordering mo to 
join it, I expressed my happiness thoreat ; 
when he mentioned its being opposed by 
the officers of rank he had consulted. 


theu. Even at Jugduluk the 
attack of the upper ranged 
was only ordered after much 
delay and a vain ^ can- 
nonade, and then Gen. Pol- 
lock ^ went against eminent 
advice. It settled the hill 
question, and Lieut. -Col Tay- 
lor, soon after, at Tezeen, the 
day before the action with 
Mahomed Akhar, showed, in 
a brilliant hill affair of hia 
own, that the lesson had nob 


been lost. 


If anything now written gives pain to Lieut.-Col, Huish, I shall 
regret it ; he is not the assailant, but he is the assailant’s battle 
horse, and the one cannot well be repelled without the other. If 
our acquaintance at Koodee Khel began a little roughly, it soon 
became friendly. In our conversations, he may remember I sought 
neither command nor credit for myself, but urged him to take his 
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men on to finish the work ; ® and if I presumed to remonstrate or 
advise, he will not perhaps forget that I excused and illustrated 

what I said by reference to our 


" Major Havelock -will bear witness 
that in our many conversations at this 
time, I urged only the performance of 
the service by the officers and the troops 
nearest the place, not my being employed 
or the Sappers. Once only I volunteered 
the latter for the main attack on the 
following day, on hearing some talk of 
* a mere sacrifice of men.’ Throughout 
the war I was much employed m separate 
commands, but I never asked for them. 


own errors, and their punish- 
ment in Gen. Sale’s force the 
year before : though differ- 
ing in opinion, we parted as 
friends. Later in the day I 
heard with sorrow of his 
wound ; and rejoiced when 
we met again as comrades in 


Kohistan, where, and in the 
passes coming back from Cabool, I ever found him the active and 
gallant commander of a brave and willing corps. 

To Lieut. Mayne I offer no apology for using his name. He 
will see it is unavoidable. I have little doubt of his remembering 
the main facts, hut I am going across the sea, and reference would 
cause much loss of time ; our conversations are given, therefore, in 
considerable detail, lest any link in the chain of circumstances 

should have escaped liis me- 

^ This is also the reason of my giving mory, which these may ro- 
se many other details. call.* He will, I doubt not, 

tell Lieut. -Col. Taylor where 
he got the men, as well as whether or not he led me to understand 
I was to lead them ; and I feel perfectly sure it will turn out that 
he obtained the men in a proper way, and never exceeded the limits 
of his duty, whether he acted by direct orders from his superior, or 
by using the discretion left in such circumstances to all staff officers, 
and especially to one in whom all above him justly placed so much 
reliance as they did in him, 

I cannot ask editors of other papers to insert all this, but I trust 
those who copied Lieut. -Col. Taylor’s letter will inform their readers 
that something has been said on the other part, and tell them where 
to find it. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

G. Broadfoot, Major, 

A^D.C. to the Governor-General, 
late commanding Sajp;pers and Miners, 
Spence’s Hotel : March 18, 1843. 


This letter, besides being useful as a complete account of 
the operations at Mamu Khel, shows the high soldierly spirit 
which animated Broadfoot on all occasiejns. 
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After this affair, Mamu Khel was occupied for a few days, 
and the troops returned to Gandamak on August 30, 

Broadfoot wrote many letters during the halt at Gandamak, 
of which two, addressed to Mr. Loch and Mrs. Bayley, are here 

reproduced. 

Camp near Gunduinuk : September 5, 1842. 

My dear Sir, — I have, as you know, usually addressed a few 
lines each month to tlie mother of my poor friend, Capt. Mac- 
kenzie ; and I purposed doing so this month, but I can only give 
news of him so disli ear t cuing, that I think it best to put you in 
possession of all we as yet know, with a view to your making 
Mr. Butterwortli Bayley acquainted with it, and he, I doubt not, 
will communicate to Mrs. Mackenzie so much of it as may be 
desirable. 

Mahomed Acbar lias removed the prisoners towards Bameean, 
except two, Captains Troup and Bygrave, whom lie retains near 
himself; and two ladies, Mrs. Eyre and Mrs. Anderson, too ill to 
be removed. With them he has left Dr. Campbell. Whether their 
husbands are also left, is not, I believe, known. 

Poor Mackenzie last month had a very severe illness ; from 
which, however, ho has since recovered. When the captivity of 
these unfortunates will end, it is now impossible to say. 

It was my intention to have written you at some length before 
now, but I have boon prevented; first, by being sent out in this 
direction six weeks back, with a detachment so small as to be some- 
what unsafe. It could not, however, be reinforced at the time ; and 
I was consequently obliged to break up the confederacy of the sur- 
rounding clans by rapid and unexpected movements against them 
severally, while tlioy believed wo were on the defensive. In this 
way we managed to bring tlio whole country round us into sub- 
mission ; but the fatigue to men and officers was excessive, and is 
now telling on us in great sicknosa. 

I was next detached to a place, Tatang (not that of our maps), 
abreast of this (about five miles south), to destroy a strong fort, be- 
longing to Mahomed Acbar. 

On Gen. Bale coming out to Futohabad, I joined him; but 
being now known to all the people for many miles round, I had to 
act a good deal as interpreter, &c. Nearly a fortnight back Gen. 
Pollock came out here and sent back to F'utohabad for the Sappers, 
who arrived just in time to take part in. an affair with the enemy on 
the 24th ultimo. 

For the last few days I have been unwell from fatigue and ex- 
posure, which, with very constant work in my commissariat capacity 
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(for I feed my own people and cattle), has prevented me from writing 
any private letters. 

Our force is now concentrated here. The troops are abundantly 
numerous, and of a quality equal to meet any enemy ; but an 
inefficient commissariat cripples us. There is no excuse for it. 
Had Gen. Cullen been here, difficulties would scarcely have been 
heard of. 

We march, if possible, to-morrow. Two days ago, I strongly 
urged the formation of a depot here, and I hope it will be 
done. The officers most about the General to whom I spoke, 
agreed ; but the General himself was naturally anxious to carry 
as many troops as possible to Cabool. But I shall be apprehen- 
sive as to our communications if this end of the passes be left 
unguarded. 

I also urged the General to abandon all tents, and put the native 
troops on half rations, which are ample for mere subsistence. He 
had before reduced the tentage one half, and has now yielded as far 
as three-quarter rations. The tents will never be pitched in the 
passes ; and at Cabool there is nothing to prevent our occupying 
the inhabitants’ dwellings as in Europe. The carriage of the tents 
would convey more sick and wounded than we can now accommo- 
date, and warm clothing for the cold weather now at hand ; two 
points of first-rate importance. The General would do this, but that 
he is perhaps a little too sensitive to the murmurings, which are 
only heard from those who are undeserving of notice or conside- 
ration. 

There is no difficulty before us that a moderate share of foresight 
and good management cannot overcome ; and I am, therefore, in 
hopes, notwithstanding our deficiency in carriage, that all will go 
well. We ought to be getting over what have much injured us 
heretofore, a foolish contempt of the enemy, causing rashness, and 
then a miserable timidity, almost panic, on finding this rashness 
produce its inevitable effects. 

You are perhaps aware jihat Lord Ellenborough has paid me the 
very flattering compliment of placing me on his personal staff. In 
fact he has in every way shown me the most distinguished kindness. 
I suspect that in this I am indebted not a little to Lord Elphinstone’s 
kindness, which has been very great indeed, and unremitting. I 
shall probably never again meet him, but I must ever feel grateful 
to him. 

Gen. Nott is now well on his way; but any combination at 
such a distance, and with a communication so completely closed, 
is out of the question. Each force ought to be strong enough to 
do the work singly ; and then the want of perfect concert is harm- 
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less. We are strong in all but heavy artillery, engineers’ tools, and 
gunpowder. 

The enemy, however, is fortunately not a formidable one. Still, 
I should have liked greater preparation for every event, and, above 
all, a better supply of carriage ; in one word, an efficient commis- 
sariat. However, my next will, I trust, be from Cabool, and an- 
nounce ample success. 

The Governor- General has provided for young Cunningham (a 
son of Allan the poet), ouo of my officers, who, on the close of hos- 
tilities, goes into the Mysore Commission. I am now anxious to 
see something done for Orr and for our surgeon, Dr. Forsyth, re- 
garding whom I ventured to write to you ; and these will doubtless 
also be provided for, seeing that Lord Ellenborough seems resolved 
to pick out for promotion those ho considers working men. 

I was very sorry lately to hear your health had been affected in 
the early part of summer. I trust it is now re-established, and that 
Miss Loch and the middy are also well. Give them both my very 
best wishes, and believe mo &c. 

G. Bkoadfoot. 

You will, of course, hoar from other channels of Futeh Jung, 
the son of Shall Shoojah, and lately nominal king at Cabool, having 
escaped to this camp. 

Gen. Nott is said to have defeated the enemy at Mookoor, about 
five marches south of Ghuymee. 

I was pained to see that poor Gen. Elphinstono was accused 
at home even of personal cowardice. No one could less deserve so 
base an imputation. As a high-spirited, honourable man, his family 
need not blush for liim. Than his military measures, nothing could 
be more feeble and ill judged, but, as he himself said to mo, before 
the rebellion broke out in Cabool, he was gone in body and mind; 
and had it been otliorwiso, incapacity as a commander — errors, that 
is, in judgment — is scarcely a fit subject of vituperation. 

The following may be added aa additional testimony in 
favour of the unfortunate General- 

Eldred Pottinger, in a letter to Col. Buller Elphinstone, 
announcing Gen. Elphinstone’s death, and forwarding a memo- 
randum found among his effects, remarked that the opinions 
of the unprejudiced in the army coincided with those expressed 
in the GeneraFs memorandum. Further, he continued, that 
he and his companions in misfortune were at a loss which more 
to admire, the noble fortitude with which the General bore his 
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great reverse of fortune and excessive bodily pain, or the constant 
self-denial he showed during his prolonged illness in regard to 
the wants and cares of others in preference to his own. 

Next day Broadfoot wrote to Mrs. Bayley : 


Camp near Gundumuk: September 6, 1842. 

My dear Mrs. Bayley, — We were to have marched this morning, 
and however much I regret on other accounts our delay till to- 
morrow, I rejoice that it gives me an opportunity of thanking you, 
before we move into the passes, for two letters which nothing but 
an unseasonable attack of iUness, conjoined with the bustle of pre- 
paration for the journey, has prevented me from duly answering. 
Not that I have been very unwell, but from having been for the 
last six weeks detached, we had fallen into arrears of pay, and these 
accounts, with all preparations crowded into a few days, made a 
very little illness indispose me more than a much severer attack at 
other times. 

I began this letter in the morning, and have continued almost 
word by word amidst incessant interruptions, till it is now dawk 
hour, and I must close. 

The day’s delay has caused an entire change in the order of 
advance, and has thrown apparently all into Gen. Sale’s hands, 
which has not raised the hopes of the poor Company’s men, of fame 
at least in despatches. However, time will show. The poor old 
General (Sale, I mean) has, I fear, prejudiced advisers around him, 
a thing very mischievous at all times, and especially now. But 
you must really pardon me for all this camp gossip, with which, to 
say the truth, I am so stunned, that it runs from my ears to my 
pen, almost without my knowledge. In fact, you cannot imagine 
what barbarians we are in camp, positively all men d une icUe, or 
monsters d mille id6es ; and I do seriously apprehend that I shall 
never again be able to comport myself decently in civilised society. 
You must at any rate take me in hand for a time ; tame the bear, 
in fact, for such you wiU doubtless style me. 

Again interrupted, hut now by a man three days from Cabool, 
who says our poor prisoners and the royal families were carried 
off by night ; that the force sent to succour Ghuznee had returned ; 
that Mahomed Akbar was in vain trying to assemble a force to 
meet us in the passes, hut that the troops we beat the other day, 
with Ghilzye reinforcements, were awaiting us on this side of Jug- 
duUuk. I apprehend no opposition we shall not easily overcome ; 
for Gen. Pollock, if not a Napoleon, is superior to any general 
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officer I have yet chanced to meet in these regions. But I am falling 
back to the one idea,, so I must, with promises of future amend- 
ment, beg you to offer my kindest regards to all your circle, and to 
believe me ever, my dear Mrs. Bayley, most truly yours, 

G. Bhoadfoot. 

P.S. I used to write to Colin’s mother about him, but could 
not last month or this ; the news was too cheerless. Fie is, I be- 
lieve, safe, and will eventually be restored, but when is uncertain, 

The day after this letter was written, Pollock’s force marched 
for Kabul. 

Again, as before with Sale's brigade, the posts of honour 
were assigned to Broadfoot’s Sappers ; they led the advance 
and were the last in the rear guard. 

The first half of Broadfoot’s Sappers were immediately fol- 
lowed by the 5th company of the Bengal Sappers and Miners, 
Backhouse’s mountain train, nine companies of a Native In- 
fantry regiment, four guns of Abbott’s battery, and three com- 
panies of a European regiment. It is believed that this order 
was followed in the advance guard throughout the march to 
Kabul ; except when the disposition had to be varied for pur- 
poses of attack. 

The march to Surkhab, nine miles, took over five hours, 
though the troops were unmolested by the enemy. Traces of the 
unfortunate Kabul army were everywhere to be seen, hut most 
frequent near the conical hill close to Gandamak, where the last 
stand was made. Snow had fallen after the Kabul army was 
destroyed, and the severe frost, together with the snow, had in 
instances preserved the bodies, so that recognition was possible. 
These silent yet eloquent witnesses to the value of a convention 
with Afghans, appealed to their comrades for retribution. Some 
of the troops had already sworn, at the request of the wives of 
the destroyed men, to avenge their husbands. 

Next day, September 8, the force marched for Jagdalak. 
Defective intelligence resulted in Pollock finding the enemy in 
considerable strength where he was ignorant of their existence. 
Broadfoot evidently considered the fighting in the passes on 
this occasion so very slight in comparison with what he had 
seen when Sale’s brigade fought its way through, that he left 
little on record concerning these marches. It is sufficient to 
say that on this day there was fighting, and where that was 
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thickest there were to be found Broadfoot and his men. Briefly, 
when Pollock saw that the enemy, mostly on this occasion 
Ghilzis, could not be dislodged by artillery from their positions 
on the hills which commanded the road, he resolved on attack- 
ing them by infantry. 

For this purpose Capt. Broadfoot was detached to the extreme 
left of the enemy’s position, and his Sappers commenced ascending 
a steep hill on the top of which the enemy were entrenched in a 
" sungah.’ ^ . . . Capt. Broadfoot had completely succeeded in the 
attack he made, and the enemy were dispersed in every direction, a 
large body of them retiring to the summit of a high mountain. 
On this apparently inaccessible height they planted their standards 
and showed every demonstration of maintaining it. As the achieve- 
ments of the day would have been incomplete were they suffered 
to remain, I decided upon dislodging them. The following troops 
advanced under cover of Capt. Abbott’s guns and those of Capt. 
Backhouse’s mountain train : H.M.’s 13th L.I., one company 26th 
N.L, one company 35th L.I., 5th company Bengal Sappers and 
Broadfoot’s Sappers. ' Seldom have soldiers had a more arduous 
task to perform, and never was an undertaking of the kind sur- 
passed in execution: these lofty heights were assaulted in two 
columns led by Captains Wilkinson and Broadfoot.^ 


The discomfited Ghilzis fled, carried off their standards, and 
their position was occupied by the assailants. 

Another event of the day deserves to be recorded. Back- 
house has stated that the enemy having opened rather a warm 
fire on the left flank, Sale ordered him to draw up his battery 
on that flank, not to fire, but to use them ‘ as a parapet or 
traverse to intercept the enemy’s fire.’ 

It is probable that the mountain train was unnecessarily 
exposed by Sale’s order, and its commander was with reason 
indignant. The Afghans had used our dead soldiers as a 
protecting rampart, but it is by no means to be accepted that 
an English ofi&cer deliberately put a living corps to a similar use. 


= ‘ Sungah,’ sungur, properly san-^ 
gar\ a breastwork usually made of 
stones, or stones and the trunks and 
tranches of trees, behind which the 
defenders can fire on assailants with 
comparative immunity. In the passes 


on this occasion, the bodies of our 
destroyed army formed no inconsider- 
able part of the works. See marginal 
note, page lil. 

* ‘Pollock’s despatch.’ 
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The next inarches, to Kata Sang on September 9, and to 
Seh Baba on the 10th, were made without fighting. 

On the 11th, Pollock marched to Tezin; a‘few parties of 
the enemy posted on the heights were dislodged by the fire of 
the artillery of the advance guard. 

Here he was joined by the 2nd division of his army under 
Gen. McCaskill, and the combined force halted to give the 
carriage animals much needed rest. The immediate effect 
of this halt was that Muhammad Akbar and the Afghans, 
attributing it to indecision, determined on a final struggle. 
He sent the majority of the jprisoners towards the Hindu 
Kush and Turkistan, collected his forces, and marched to 
Tezin. 

On the 12th, towards evening, the outposts were assaulted 
by the Afghans with great courage. Backhouse has related 
that a piquet of Broadfoot’s Sappers was very vigorously 
attacked, and its defenders were getting the worst of it, at a 
stone’s-throw distance from our main body, though on a very 
high steep hill, when a company of their old comrades, the 
13th L.I., came to their assistance, and the Afghans were 
dispersed. 

Col. Taylor of the 9th, to whom reference has already 
been made, was sent out to drive back another party of the 
enemy ; he had about 250 men of his regiment, and was 
joined by Major Huish and a small party of the 26th N.I. ; 
with this little force he attacked and drove them before him 
up the hills. When the Afghans arrived at the top, they 
established themselves there and kept up a heavy fire ; but 
Col. Taylor, with skill and gallantry, brought up unperceived 
a small part of his little force, and then suddenly attacked 
the Afghans in flank, who, surprised, fled incontinently down 
the steep hill, and during their flight suffered severely. 
Lieut. Elmhirst of the 9lh distinguished himself greatly on 
this occasion. 

Next day, September 13, the force marched to Khurd 
Kabul, through the Tezin pass. A party was detached to 
turn the hills far to the right of the advancing army. 

On the' advance guard arriving about the middle of the pass, and 
turning a projecting rock, the enemy were discovered quite close in 
front, swarming on the hills right and left of the pass, and brisk 
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firing instantly commenced on bofcli sides. We had advanced with- 
out due precaution, the heights not having been crowned, and were 
in consequence somewhat taken by surprise, and considerable delay 
in attacking the enemy for a time followed.^ 

Gen. Pollock in his despatch dated September 14, 1842, 
has recorded that on the morning of the 13th ‘ it was per- 
ceived that the Afghans had occupied in great force every 
height not already crowned by our troops.’ The effect was, 
therefore, that the heights to which Backhouse refers, were 
crowned by Afghan instead of by British troops. The former 
had been first in the field, and had occupied the place of 
vantage. The Afghan force on that day is computed to have 
amounted to 16,000 men, led by the principal chiefs, among 
whom Pollock mentions Muhammad Akbar Khan, Aminulla 
Khan, chief of Logar, and Muhammad Shah Khan, Ghilzai. 
When the British troops ascended the hills to drive the 
Afghans off, a determined struggle ensued ; the Afghans came 
down to meet them, and in more places than one on that day 
there was a practical exhibition of sword versus bayonet. 
Eventually the latter carried the day, and the enemy was 
driven from one position to another, till the Haft Kotal alone 
remained in their hands. Here they made a final and resolute 
stand, but it availed not. ‘ The finest sight of the day was 
Capt. Broadfoot and the diminutive Ghoorkas of his corps of 
Sappers pursuing the enemy from crag to crag, and climbing 
heights which appeared inaccessible, till they stood on the 
highest point of the Haft Kotal and were enabled to look 
down on the enemy they had chased.’ ^ Lieut. Cunningham 
with a party of sappers captured a 24-pounder howitzer, and 
another was taken by a party of dragoons under Capt. Tritton, 
and horse artillery under Major Delafosse. 

The rear guard was under Col. Eichmond, who afterwards 
held the appointment of Governor-General’s Agent on the 
North-Western Frontier, one of the most important in India. 
His arrangements for the protection of the baggage were 
described by Gen. Pollock as judicious and admirable, and 
deserving of the greatest credit. 

Backhouse’s journal. 

* Marahman’s Life of Havelock, chap, iii, p, 128. 
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Capt. Broadfoot on this occasion was mentioned in de- 
spatches. 

Khurd Kabul was reached without further opposition, and 
shortly after dark the army w’^as encamped there. The march 
on the 14th was through the Khurd Kabul pass, across which, 
about the middle, the enemy had erected two breastworks. 
They were found unoccupied. 

The sight of the remains of the unfortunate Kabul force in this 
pass was fearfully heartrending. They lay in heaps of fifties and 
hundreds, our gun- wheels passing over and crushing the skulls and 
other bones of our late comrades at almost every yard, for three, four, 
or five miles ; indeed, the whole of the marches from Gandamak to 
Kabul, a distance of about seventy-seven miles, may be said to have 
been over the bodies of the massacred army.^ 

Pollock’s force reached Butkhak unmolested, save by one 
solitary Afghan, who, placed to his satisfaction high among 
the rocks, amused himself and vindicated his patriotism hy 
maintaining an unequal combat. History doe>s not tell 
whether he was killed or wounded ; not improbably, he that 
evening, in the capacity of peaceful villager, visited the 
British camp and sold chickens, or such other property as he 
possessed, at an extravagant price. 

Capt. Troup and Dr. Campbell, two of the prisoners, 
joined the force on this day. 

Next day, September 15, 1842, Pollock marched un- 
molested to Kabul, and pitched his camp three miles to the 
east of the city on the old racecourse. The second, or it may 
be called the first, instalment of the prisoners arrived, as Capt. 
Troup and Dr. Campbell appear to have returned on the 
night of the 14th to bring in the others. These were Mrs. 
Trevor and eight children, and Capt. and Mrs. Anderson and 
three children. 

On the 17th, Gen, Nott arrived from Kandahar, and en- 
camped about three miles to the west of Kabul. On the 
same day the prisoners, who had virtually effected their own 
liberation, mainly through the exertions of Eldred Pottinger 
and Capt. Johnson (a favourite of the Afghans and proficient 
in their language), met Sir Richmond Shakespear, who had 
gone out in quest of them. On September 22, they were all 
* Backhouse’s journal. 

H 
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safe in the British camp, except Capt. Bygrave, who did not 
come in till the 27ih. Thus the objects for which the Govern- 
ments of India and England had striven were accomplished, 
and all that remained was to inflict a measure of punishment 
which should be felt by the Afghans, and to withdraw the 
army to British India. 

Gen. Nott arrived at Kabul on September 17, having 
with his well-equipped and efficient little force defeated the 
Afghans wherever they could be induced to oppose him. He 
was very angry when he ascertained on arrival that Pollock had 
only one week’s supply of provisions, for that fact made delay 
at Kabul probable, and such delay was contrary to the wishes 
of Government. He also saw that whilst delayed, the pro- 
visions for his own force, calculated to last till they arrived at 
Jalalabad, would be consumed. Pollock, on th e contrary, seemed 
in no hurry to move. Influenced aj^parently by Macgregor 
and Lawrence, he proceeded to install Eateh Jang on the throne 
of Kabul., All this was intolerable to Nott, who understood his 
instructions, and estimated at their proper value the ceremony 
of installation, and Afghan professions of devotion. He believed 
he could leave a lasting mark of retribution on Kabul, and retire 
before the enemy had time to collect, and before the approaching 
winter should arrive to aid them. His feelings on this subject 
are expressed in letters to his daughters, dated September 26 
and October 7, 1842. 

Why we are remaining here I know not. In fact, I know nothing, 
and am not admitted into the State secrets of a set of boys, by whom 
Gen. Pollock seems to be surrounded. . . . I do not think that any 
disaster can possibly occur to such an army ; but this I do know, 
that if it were possible the people in power here would accomplish 
it ; whether their want of energy and decision will bring it upon us, 
a few days will show. 

What we are staying for I am utterly at a loss to Imow, unless 
it be to be laughed at by the Afghans and the whole world, . . . 
Had I commanded, I would have blown up the famed Bala Hissar, and 
at this moment should have had my little veteran army at Peshawar. 
Fortunately, the season as yet has been unusually mild, or our men 
would have suffered greatly ; but what man of sense would have run 
the risk, for the sake of following at the heels and dancing attendance 
on a set of Afghans, whose hands are still red with the blood of our 
murdered countrymen ? 
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The chief of Logar, Aminulla Khan, had, during the fort- 
night after the battle of Tezin on September 13, collected a 
number of chiefs and their followers in the neighbourhood of 
Istalif, a town on the road from Kabul northwards to Charikar, 
in that part of the country called Koh daman. He was one of 
the most inveterate foes of the British, and it was considered 
advisable to despatch a force to take Istalif, and to disperse his 
adherents. Gen. McCaskill was selected to command, and a suit- 
able force, including Broadfoot’s Sappers, the 9th Foot, the 26th 
N.I., and Backhouse’s mountain train, was placed at his disposal. 
Havelock accompanied the force as Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 
General, and in his Life^ it is claimed that he not only designed 
the operations, but directed and exclusively controlled them. 
Without conceding this in the full meaning of the words, it is 
probable that Gen. McCaskill was greatly indebted to Havelock’s 
high soldierly qualities for the brilliant victory which was gained. 
Eldred Pottinger, who was pi'esent, and whose services on that 
occasion were of great value, recognising Havelock’s worth, 
said to him that his presence at Kabul during the time of trial 
there would have altered the aspect of affairs. To him Have- 
lock replied, ‘ I will not undertake to say that I could have 
saved Cabul, but I feel confident that George Broadfoot would 
have done it.’ 

The town of Istalif is beautifully situated on the slopes of 
the hill to the west of the Kabul road. It has a somewhat 
pyramidal form; the larger terraces being at the foot with 
others above, as the different ledges of ground permit, gradually 
diminishing in width. In front are orchards, vineyards, and 
gardens, walled and affording excellent cover for defence. 

Gen. McCaskill’s force encamped in the plain three or 
four miles from the town. Major Sanders, an able officer of 
engineers, afterwards killed at the battle of Maharajpur, re- 
connoitred the position the evening before the attack. He 
was fired on from the gardens, but conducted his reconnaissance 
with perfect coolness till ordered to retire. 

The night was intensely cold; a strong bitter wind was 
followed in the very early morning by hard frost. The attack 
commenced soon after daylight; Brigadier Tulloch on the left, 


* Marshman’s Life of Eavelooh^ p. 133, 
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and Brigadier Stacey on the right. Of the former or left attack 
the General wrote : 

I cannot express in adequate terms my admiration of the style in 
which the former column, covered by skirmishers, rushed upon the 
gardens filled with bold and skilful marksmen. H.M.’s 9th, the 26th 
N.I., and Capt. Broadfoot’s Sappers vied with each other in steady 
courage, and their rapid and unhesitating advance soon left the enemy 
no resource but flight. 

The lower part of the town was then stormed, and soon the 
Afghan belief in the impregnability of the virgin fortress began 
to be dissipated. From the top of the pyramid, first a few, 
then more, and lastly all who could get away, began to stream 
up the hill in flight. One of the fiirst to go was AminuUa, the 
chief, and after him the crowd was mainly composed of women 
and children. To their flight no opposition was offered ; but 
when afterwards parties of the Afghans occupied the heights, 
and fired down on the town, now in the hands of the British, 
Backhouse was deputed, with his mountain guns, to dislodge 
them. This he did in gallant style. 

Lieut. Elmhirst, of the 9th, again distinguished himself by 
capturing a gun, and at once opening fire with it on the enemy. 

Though most of the women escaped up the hill, yet many 
were in the town when it was abandoned to fire and sword. 
Of the contents of the houses, much turned out to he plunder 
from the unfortunate Kabul force. The women were respected : 
there were many anecdotes concerning them, among others the 
following ; ® 

Capt. Broadfoot at Istalif saved a young girl from death, in tlie 
midst of a furious combat in a narrow street. She had the exquisite 
beauty of the Kohistani women, both of form and feature, and ap- 
peared about seventeen. 

She clung to bis feet and poured out her gratitude with all the 
fervour of an Oriental, whose blood runs like fire through their veins ; 
she said she would never leave him, when a sound struck her ear ; 
she started up, listened for an instant, and then cried out, * Oh, my 
child ! Oh, my life ! ’ and notwithstanding all Capt. Broadfoot’s 
entreaties and assurances that he would himself seek the infant, the 
young mother rushed back into the deadly conflict, and there doubt- 
less perished. 

Another is, that two men of the 9th, having captured a 

* Received from Mrs. H. C. Mackenzie. 



CH. YI 


BKOADFOOT AGAIN WOUNDED 


165 


very pretty girl, not wishing to fight about her, agreed to toss, 
it being provided that the winner should marry her when they 
could find a priest. No sooner said than done ; triumphant, 
the winner marched off with his prize, when he was disagree- 
ably interrupted by an order to make the young person over to 
the political officer. The, man remonstrated, but in vain, and 
he parted from the girl exclaiming, ‘By Jasus! it’s a hard case, 
and I pledged not to offer her any violence till I married her.’ 

McCaskilTs force proceeded northwards and destroyed 
Charikar, where the Shah’s Gurkha regiment had been cut to 
pieces, and where William Broadfoot had erected a stone to 
the memory of James, killed at the Parwan pass. The force 
returned to Kabul on October 7. 

Broadfoot was wounded in the hand at Istalif, where his 
conduct was again most distinguished, and added to a repu- 
tation which was rapidly distancing all competition. 

The business now before Pollock was to leave a signal 
mark of British power on the Afghan capital, and to get away 
as fast as possible. 

For the former, he selected the destruction of the bazaar, 
and a mosque in which, it is believed, Macnaghten’s body had 
been exposed. 

This was carried into effect by Capt. P. Abbott, the com- 
manding engineer ; and the army, in three divisions, left Kabul 
on October 12, 1842. By November 6 they were encamped at 
Chamkanni near Peshawar, having halted for a few days at 
Jalalabad, and employed the time in destroying the fortifica- 
tions raised by Broadfoot during the memorable siege. 

Proper precaution having been neglected, the army suffered 
some loss on the march ; amongst those winded was Lieut, 
Neville Chamberlain, then known as a brave and good officer, 
afterwards the most conspicuous member of a family of fine 
soldiers. 

Broadfoot wrote to Dr. Malcolmson from Chamkanni on 
November 6 : 

My first attempt at writing with a pen : I can as yet only use 
forefinger and thumb, and that gives pain to a slight extent. 

I believe Nott is now through the pass. The army came in three 
divisions : the first lost some baggage and a few men ; the second 
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suffered a serious disaster ; the third, as far as I know, has come well 
through. 

I am much grieved at seeing the lustre of our arms thus tarnished 
by our own mismanagement, for by this alone can we lose either 
baggage or guns. I mean against Afghan enemies. Poor Wild is 
again the unfortunate, but from all I hear the blame is neither with 
him nor with the troops. In days of yore, you and I used to hold 
being a good officer cheap enough. I now begin almost to reverence 
one, not for any extraordinary difficulty in being able to command 
moderately well, but from the rarity of those who can do it. 

Had I been Gen. Pollock, I would have turned back with the 
whole force and subdued the Khyber, a thing never yet attempted 
by us, and pmiished the Ehyberees throughout. Ten days would 
easily do it, and this item would but lead to our military reputation 
being brightened. Nothing of the sort, however, will be done. 

I precede the force, I believe, a day or two, to make ghats 
(approaches to fords) at the rivers. 

There is an incomplete sentence in the letter noting the 
various losses of the three divisions since they left Kabul, and 
saying that all of them might have been avoided. The copy 
of this letter was made by a clerk in Messrs. Forbes & Co.’s 
house in Bombay, and is accompanied by a few hurried lines 
to Miss Broadfoot from Dr. Malcolmson. 

I have no time to add more, or to correct the copy. I heard from 
Colin McKenzie, George’s friend and mine, the day before. He tells 
me truly that besides George there is none worthy to lead in that 
army. If I can I shall send a copy, but the mail closes in an hour, 
and I have yet much to do. 

The copy does not appear to have been sent ; allowance 
will be made for the language of enthusiastic friendship such 
as Mackenzie’s and Malcolmson’s ; but others not by nature 
disposed to exaggeration, among whom was Havelock, held 
much the same opinion ; that is, they looked on Broadfoot as 
the man among them all best fitted for command, though 
there were others with the force not only fit to lead armies, 
but capable of doing it well ; and among the younger men none 
more so than Henry Havelock. His expressed opinions will 
he found farther on. 

Whilst on the march towards Pirozpur, through what was 
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then the independent Punjab, Broadfoot wrote from Camp, 
Jhanjali,® December 12, 1842 : 

Accept my best thanks for your letter : you must judge how I 
value it, when I tell you that this is, I believe, the latest day for the 
January packet from Bombay, and I take from pressing work, time 
to thank you, though I thereby show my ingratitude to more ^punctual 
correspondents. . . , 

The Jellalabad garrison has been reunited, and this day marched 
from G-en. Pollock’s camp at the Eavee in order to enter Perozpore 
separately, and after a few days to be dispersed for ever. 

Gen. Pollock’s force follows, and then Gen. Nott’s. There is 
already there an army of reserve ; when all are united the force will 
be 35,000 or 40,000 men. A Sikh army nearly as numerous will, 
it is said, assemble on the opposite bank of the Sutlej ; and as the 
followers, that is men and women of every conceivable description 
and rank, will not be less than 200,000, ^ our canvas city will not be 
a small one. 

Such a demonstration is by no means needless after a measure 
so liable to be misrepresented as our abandonment of Afghanistan. 
Sher Singh, the son and second successor of old Runjeet, is coming 
to meet Lord Ellenborough at the Sutlej . There will be nothing but 
reviews and entertainments, such as perhaps since the Romans, 
Buonaparte alone has, out of India, been able to exhibit. Alas ! all 
this is rendered to me at times painful, and always far other than it 
would have been a few years back, by the losses we have since then 
suffered. 

I shall meet Lord Ellenborough for the first time at Perozpore ; 
but whether I shall become one of his family, as it is technically 
called, at once, or superintend the dispersion of the corps I have raised 
and in such stirring scenes commanded, I know not. 

Lord Ellenborough has indeed been a most kind friend, and he 
is most considerate. It is a rule in general, that the pay of a new 
situation begins only on joining it. But an old exception existed in 
favour of the Governor-GeneraTs aides-de-camp. Lord E. took the 
trouble to have this proved against the offices of account, and I was 
duly apprised of it, without any hint or application from me, direct 
or indirect. So I have now not lost by the abolition of the Shah’s 
service ; nor shall I do so till I separate from the corps. I shall do 
this with sorrow, for nobly indeed have they stood by me. William’s 
portion of it I broke up at Peshawur, except a few individuals, who, 

« Four marches from Firozpur on out doubt the number of camp fob 
the road from Shekhopura to Kasur. lowers was very great. 

’ The figure seems large, but with- 



168 


LETTER TO MRS. BAYLEY 


cH. n 


having served under James and William, tvoiild not go* Wliat 1 am 
to do with them I know not.^ 

To settle all the accounts of the corps gives me no slight labour, 
considering that it must be done on a march. 


A few clays afterwards Broadfoot wrote the following letter 
to Mrs. Bayley : 

Camp, right bank of the Sutlej : December 16, 1842. 

My dear Mrs. Bayley, — Your kind note of the 3rd came yesterday, 
and to enable me to acknowledge it, I have risen at 3 a.m,, the day 
being sm'e to be occupied more than enough in preparation for to- 
morrow’s tamasha, and for the breaking up of the poor Sapper corps, 
which is now approaching dissolution. Hitherto we have been dis- 
tributing medals, which, with the gay ribbon, have thrown the gar- 
rison, and above all, the men of the Sappers, into a very amusing 
state of j oy. The latter worthy corps amused themselves till a pretty 
late hour last night, with periodical cheers, just so timed as to prevent 
each interruption to sleep being forgotten before another came ; and 
as it would have been cruel to interrupt them, I suffered patiently, 
but am now in consequence so abominably drowsy, that had I the 
slightest chance of being alone half an hour, for some days, I would 
delay saying how glad I was to hear from yourself, of your being so 
far recovered, and that the little beauty was well. Master Bayley 
is a very fortunate youth, is he not ? As to Cohn, he left us at the 
Ravee, and has since been here with Mr. Clerk. He is better, but 
still unwell ; and he has amazed the people here, I understand, by a 
display of velvet and gold almost equal to Shah Shoojah himself 
when in his glory. The ladies say ‘ he is a love of a man,’ &c. — all 
which Colin takes meekly. Only fancy his havurg planned this great 
success even in Cabool, and his having always with us worn dresses 
a fakeer would have pitied. Pray tell him his glory has reached 
the capital, but do not spread it abroad, for he has still another change 
of raiment wherewith to dazzle your Calcutta bright eyes. Thus far 
had I proceeded when interruption the first occurs. A gentleman, 
seeing a light in this tent, hopes to be forgiven, &c. I cannot forgive, 
but I must endure him, and finish this note in the next tent. 


The following anecdote, com- 
municated by Mrs. H. C. Mackenzie, is 
illustrative of the influence, amount- 
ing almost to fascination, which 
Broadfoot had with these wild savages. 
I Capt. Pelly in 1860 told me that 
; in Afghanistan he encountered a man 
f who had been Broadfoot’s servant, 

I and asked him about his master. 


‘Do you think,’ shouted the man, in 
the presence of all the Afghans, ‘ that 
if Broadfoot Sahib were alive, I would 
be the servant of the son of Dost Mu- 
hammad Khan?’ Capt. Pelly offered 
him service. ‘No,’ he said, ‘I will 
never serve another sahib ; Broadfoot 
Sahib was a father to me ; I shall never 
see another like him.’ 
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We cross the Sutlej to-morrow, aud are followed speedily by 
Generals Pollock and Nott in succession. The 18th and 35th will 
look very grand; but alas ! for the Sappers, who have never received 
their uniform, and must even appear in sable (not fur) as before. 
However, we have never been remarkable for beauty, and must even 
endure to be told by ladies fair, as I was the other day, that we could 
only be taken for coolios 1 I remembered that in Calcutta, charity, 
like beauty, would abound, and was consoled. 

Believe me, my dear Mrs. Bayley, 

Yours very sincerely, 

G. Bhoadpoot. 

Give my kindest regards to all your circle ; I have not yet seen 
Lord Ellenborough, and Imow not whether I join him at once or not. 

On December 17, 1842, the Jalalabad garrison crossed the 
Sutlej, and were received by the Governor-General and the 
Oommander-in-Chief with the honours due to their exceptional 
services ; and of those thus received, Lord Ellenborough 
selected Major Broadl'oot as the special object of distinction" 
He remarked that as Major Broadfoot had customarily led the 
army in action, he, at the head of his Sappers, should lead it 
on its triumphant return, and be the first to cross the river. 

Next day, Gen. Pollock’s force crossed, and on the 23rd 
it was followed by the division under Gen. Nott; with the 
latter arrived the gates of the Somnath temple. 

There was much feasting and rejoicing, much marching 
about and reviewing, much speech-making, and the firing of 
many guns, much joy in welcoming the return of friends, and 
much sorrow for 'those who could return no more. 

Broadfoofs letter to Mr. Loch asking for a cadetship for 
Dr. Eorsyth’s son will be remembered. The following is in 
acknowledgment of the very kind way in which the request 
was granted : 

Camp at Ferozpore : Deoemlier 20, 1842. 

My dear Mr. Locli, — I have just learned that an express for the 
overland mail is closing, and I avail myself of the opportunity 
of assuring you of my gratitude for the cadetship you have so 
generously conferred on Dr. Forsyth’s son. The Doctor is now with 
a cavalry regiment, and received the first intelligence of your good- 
ness from Mrs. Forsyth. The opening sentence of a note announ- 
cing it to me will, I am sure, give you pleasure. He says ; ' I am a 
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happier man at this moment than I have been for years. Mr. Loch 
has in the most generous manner given my son a cadetship, and 
has written a most kind letter to Mrs. Forsyth announcing it.’ If 
the youth is at all like his father, he will do credit to your patronage. 

You will know better of all the doings here from other sources 
than I can tell you, evsn if time allowed me to enter on them. 

Gen. Pollock’s force is now all here, and Gen. Nott’sis at hand. 
The army of reserve was drawn out to meet the Jellalabad garrison, 
and a magnificent body of troops they are. No continental army 
could show so large a force of such men. We, of course, made but 
a sorry figure beside them. The troops are delighted to enthusiasm 
with the honours conferred on them. 

My own corps, for a night or two after getting their medals, I 
believe, hardly slept ; and awoke us also by their frequent cheers. 
Lord EUenborough certainly knows how to deal with soldiers. A 
measure of retreat, for the first time in our history, has been made 
to produce the feeling of conquest ; and this was needed, for, not- 
withstanding our successes, I at first apprehended that our with- 
drawal from Afghanistan might injuriously affect the troops. 

Lord EUenborough has been most kind to me : he has announced 
his intention of sending me to the Tenasserim coast as Commis- 
sioner. On this topic I should enlarge, but have no time. There 
were, I believe, attempts at something like jobbing the succession 
to Mr. Blundell, which partly led to my appointment. The situa- 
tion is one I may be proud to fill ; yet I look with much anxiety to 
taking it up. My experience there leads me to think there is much 
reform needed, and that it wiU be painful and difficult either to 
accomplish or leave untried. 

Orr is here, and receiving the honours due to his distinguished 
gallantry. In fact he and Lieut. Cunningham are not in that re- 
spect to be surpassed by any of the younger men of the army. Lord 
EUenborough is kindly disposed towards him, and I have made 
known to the private secretary his wish to enter the cavalry of the 
Nizam’s service. 

Offer my kind regards to Miss Loch, and believe me, my dear 
Mr. Loch, Very sincerely yours, 

G. Bboadfoot. 

Allusion is made in the preceding letter to Broadfoot’s 
appointment as Commissioner, After careful consideration, 
Lord EUenborough had selected him to succeed Mr. Blundell, 
and had written to him : 

Simla : October 10, 1842. 

Bir, — I had reasoa to suppose that Mr. Blundell, the Commis- 
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sioner in the Tenasserim Provinces, intended to resign his appoint- 
ment and to go home in the ensuing winter, and I had intended to 
appoint you his successor. I have to-day had an intimation that 
Mr. Blundell hesitates about carrying that intention, which he had 
announced, into effect. I have written a letter to him, which will, 
I think, induce him to adhere to his original plan, and in that case 
you should take possession of your government by the middle of 
February. In any case, I intend that you should succeed Mr. 
Blundell as Commissioner in the Tenasserim Provinces. 

You will not make any change in your movements on account 
of this probable event, but return with your corps as you would do 
if you had no employment in prospect on your return. 

If your men wodd go over the sea, as I dare say they would 
with you, I will try to make an arrangement for your having 100 or 
150 of them at Maulmain, where they will be very useful to you. 

I congratulate you sincerely on all the honour you have act^uired. 

I remain &c. 

Ellenborough. 

This was a very handsome acknowledgment of Broadfoot’s 
ability and services, on the part of the Government of India : 
the higher reward and more valued honours came from the 
Queen. 

He received brevet rank of major from October 4, 1842, 
and the ‘ London Gazette ’ of that date contained his appoint- 
ment to he a Companion of the Bath. 

Broadfoot had been recommended for these honours with 
the other officers at Jalalabad, by Sale, for his services on the 
march from Kabul, and during the defence of Jalalabad. 
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Selections from Lord Ellenborough’s correspondence — Marquis of Wellesley 
to Lord Ellenborough — Principles which guided Lord Wellesley- All civil 
authority to be subjected to the General in command— An efficient army 
an effectual guarantee for peace in India— Protest against any permanent 
occupation of Afghanistan — Education in India: Lord Brougham— Loid 
Ellenborough’s notification — Policy announced generally approved — But 
condemned by Lord Palmerston — ^Real question at issue. 


The news of the victories and the liberation of the prisoners 
diffused universal joy. The English Government congratulated 
Lord Ellenborough, and expressed the opinion that his signal 
exertions were beyond praise. At the same time the destruc- 
tion of the bazaar and mosque in Kabul was blamed, and at- 
tention was invited to excesses said to have been committed 
by our troops. This imputation was denied by Pollock and 
by Nott with warm indignation, but the accusation was for- 
gotten in England before the denials came to hand. 

Among many letters received by Lord Ellenborough about 
this time, none surpassed that addressed to him by the Mar- 
quis of Wellesley in interest and value. Lord Ellenborough 
would seem to have asked for his advice and opinion on the 
state of India, and the principles to be followed in governing 
the country. The reply arrived in two instalments ; the first 
was acknowledged on August 16, and the second on October 5, 
The memorandum will be read with the respect to which it is 
entitled ; whilst the coincidence between Lord Ellenborough’s 
acts and Lord Wellesley’s opinions cannot fail to be observed.^ 

* TLe letter anil tb.e first haU of Ellenborough^^^.XlX-ll^ ; the second 
the memorandum will be found in half has not, it is believed, been pre- 
The Indian Administration of Lord viously published. 
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King^ston House, Knightsbridge : July 4, 1842. 

My dear Lord, — No less powerful cause than severe and repeated 
illness woiild have prevented me from sooner obeying your Lord- 
ship’s very flattering commands, so obligingly communicated to 
me, ‘ to give you my opinion on the present condition of the great 
empire,’ now happily committed to your Lordship’s charge, and so 
long entrusted to my hands. 

Your Lordship is so well acquainted with the general affairs of 
India that it would be presumption to suppose that I can add any- 
thing to that knowledge (so little the study of most British states- 
men).. But I can explain the principles on which I acted, the 
causes of my success, or failure wherever I failed, and I can thence 
derive some rules of conduct which may he found useful for the 
consideration of my successors. These statements I now submit to 
your Lordship in the inclosed paper, with the most sincere good 
wishes for the prosperity and glory of your Lordship’s government 
and with the most confident expectation of your final and trium- 
phant success. Ever, my dear Lord, 

Your faithful friend and obliged servant, 

Wellesley. 


Memobandum. 

{Secret and confidential,) 

When I took leave of Mr. Pitt at a great dinner whicli he gave 
to all our friends, Lord Cornwallis and Mr. H. Dundas (afterwards 
Lord Melville) were present. In the month of November 1797, 
Lord Cornwallis assured me that I should have no trouble, that he 
had settled everything, that I had nothing more to do than to send 
for Barlow (now Sir George, then Secretary to the Government), and 
to follow his advice in everything. I could not resist the tempta- 
tion to ask what I was to do if Barlow were dead ? or sick ? or gone 
to Europe for health ? This question produced a general laugh, 
which greatly discomposed old Cornwallis, then tottering on the 
brink of the grave. Before I arrived in India, at the Cape of Good 
Hope I had the good fortune to meet Col. Kirkpatrick, a most able 
military servant of the Company, who prepared me, by his know- 
ledge of the real state of the native powers and of our military 
situation, for what I was to encounter ; and how vain and idle was 
poor old Cornwallis’s reliance on the good faith of Tippoo I and on 
the strength to be derived from the treaties with the Mahrattahs 
and the Nizam ; both being already under the influence of France, 
with a French army ruling the state at Hyderabad, in the Dekan, 
and in Hindostan, Delhi, and Agra, &c. &c. 

I had not been a fortnight in Calcutta when I received the 
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account of Tippoo’s treachery with the French and all the native 
powers, and also with the Affghan power, then in the hands of 
ZemauH Shah. 

1 called out the army immediately, with the universal resistance 
of every authority in India. I was told from Madras, that not a 
man or a gun could be moved sooner than in six or hoelve months. 
But I persevered, and I was nobly supported by the Government at 
home (then in the hands of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas), who, on the 
very day I issued my order, signed a despatch to me directing me 
to do what I had actually done ; namely, to put the army into a 
state of preparation for action. 

The present condition of our Lidian Empire is certainly not so 
perilous as it was at that crisis ; treachery and bad faith on the 
part of enemies and native allies, combined with weakness and im- 
becility in our own councils, had exposed us to the greatest dangers 
on all sides, without any adequate means of meeting them. Now 
we have a great and adequate force at our disposal, and the dreadful 
blows which have been inflicted on the spirit and discipline of that 
part of our army employed at Cabul have not been felt in other 
quarters to any great extent ; and it may be considered certain, that 
the noble army now on its way and arriving from England will 
arrive untainted, and fully prepared with its usual superiority to 
repel any foe that may attempt to meet it.‘^ 

From what has been already stated, it is evident that I did not 
arrive at the Cape on my way to India imbued with a spirit of con- 
quest, and an ambitious desire of extending our territorial possessions 
by violence and war. I arrived in the full hope and expectation of 
finding and of preserving, not merely peace in India, but permanent 
security, and with a general disposition to preserve tranquillity and 
goodwill among the native powers. What I had begun to fear from 
Col. Kirkpatrick’s statements, was sadly confirmed by the event, 
and no war ever was more strictly necessary and just than the war 
with Tippoo Sultan in 1799 ! 

Although I never viewed a warlike policy in India as suitable to 
our condition, or calculated either for our safety or our glory, I was 
not ignorant that our tenure of India originally rested on a military 
basis, and must be preserved by the maintenance of our military 
strength. The condition in which I found our army was therefore 
a total departure from the first necessary principle of our existence 

2 Some slight verbal differences duced by Lord Wellesley in hia du- 

exist between the letter as it is here plicate copy, which was forwarded to 
quoted, and as it was printed by Lord Lord Ellenborough the mail after the 
Colchester. original letter was despatched. 

The additional words were intro- 
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among tlie powers of India ; and I proceeded instantly to correct 
that vital defect. This is the first object which must be brought 
under the consideration of the Governor- General of India. 

Your Lordship, however, is under no difficulty in this respect. 
I need not to your Lordship observe, that an army mie quipped with 
all the necessaries for its prompt movement is no instrument of 
war, but a mere useless burden. At all times, therefore, the British 
power in India should possess and maintain, in activity and dis- 
cipline, an adequate army (as it was termed in my time) ^ in the field.’ 

The principal station of the army should be on our northern and 
western frontier. My brother Arthur has communicated to me, with 
his usual kindness, some very able papers addressed to your Lord- 
ship and to Lord Fitzgerald, in the whole of which I entirely concur. 
In these papers he points out the proper stations and distribution of 
our forces, availing himself, most judiciously, of Lord Lake’s con- 
quests of Agra, Delhi, &c. &c., by which such strength was added to 
our frontier in that quarter. No further extension of our territory 
is ever desirable in India, even if war for conquest could be justified 
or were legal, as the law most wisely now stands. 

Your Lordship, I am satisfied, would reject Affighanistan and 
Cabul, with their rocks, sands, deserts, ice, and snow, even if Schah 
Soujah had bequeathed them as a peace offering to England ; al- 
though perhaps the ends of criminal justice may require the presence 
of a British force there for some time. I hope this point will be 
left entirely to your discretion. In a case somewhat similar I was 
enabled at Benares to bring the murderers of Mr. Cherry and of 
other officers to justice. If your Lordship can do the same by the 
murderer of Sir W. Macnaghten, I shall rejoice.® 

One of the main causes of my success in the operations of the 
army, was my entire undivided confidence in the officer placed in 
the chief command of the troops employed. So far was I from the 
enormous absurdity of intermixing the civil and military authorities, 
or the still greater of permitting the civil authorities to embarrass 
the military by direct interference and by usurpation of command, 
that I subjected all civil authority to the general officer in the 
chief military command. This will appear fully in my published 
despatches, in one of which I have used the phrase, ' The General 
carried with him the full authority of the Governor-General^ to the 
gates of Seringapatam.’ 

The appointment of my brother Arthur to the command of the 
garrison of Seringapatam was censured, as an act of criminal par- 

® The first half of the memoran- vernment ’ was used ; in the dupli- 
dum ends here. cate ‘ Governor-General ’ was substi- 

* In the original the word ‘ Go- tuted. 
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tiality ; but it was no act of mine ; I never interfered in any of the 
Commander-in- Chief s subordinate appointments, as he and all his 
family and friends well knew, and must now remember. But the 
appointment of Arthur on that occasion was most judicious and cor- 
rect. Baird, though a very brave fellow, was an officer of no temper 
nor judgment. 

Your Lordship’s superior knowledge renders any advice on such 
a subject superfluous and almost impertinent ; but the complaints 
against Sir William Macnaghten’s influence and exercise of direct 
command, both by himself and even by his inferior civil agents, over 
every branch of the army in Aflghanistan, have been so loud and so 
just, that it is as impossible not to regard them as it is (admitting 
their truth) not to ascribe to that cause the main source of all our 
calamity and disgrace. Li my brother’s letter to your Lordship, I 
perceive that he has particularly pointed out this most fatal error. I 
refer to it as being diametrically opposed to my example ; and as, in 
my judgment, viewing all its collateral consequences, an evil which 
leads directly to the destruction of our power in the East. 

The maintenance of our army in a constant state of vigour (and 
of active motion, the foundation of all vigour) is no warlike, but a 
truly pacific, pohcy in India ; for if the British power of active military 
movement should dechne, war of the most terrific nature, accom- 
panied by confusion and anarchy, must ensue. The peace of India 
is maintained by the military strength of the British power. Nothing 
can tend so directly to impair the vigour and activity of our armies, 
as the interference of subordinate civil agents in the detail of their 
movements ; it would be strange to see a British army commanded 
by clerks and secretaries from the official bureaux ; but still more 
strange to see such a body appointed and authorised by the State to 
usurp and to exercise the military power of the generals and other 
officers, which the State had regularly confided to their hands. This 
evil can be corrected only by the discretion of the Govern or- General ; 
and as I am confident that your Lordship’s hand will have corrected 
it before this despatch can reach you, I will not dwell longer on the 
subject. 

By accident, while I was writing the above paragraph, a news- 
paper entitled ‘ The Friend of India,’ published at Serampore, under 
date March 17, 1842, was communicated to me. It contains, in 
a letter signed Veritas, an extract stated to be taken from a letter 
of the late Sir W. Macnaghten. This extract sufficiently proves the 
extreme danger of the practice to which I have requested your Lord- 
ship’s attention. It is a violent attack on the character of the British 
army serving at Cabul ; and it is stated to proceed from no less an 
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authority than Sir William MacnaghtGii. The person who made me 
(within these few minutes) acquainted with this doeument, acquainted 
me also with (what I was certain must follow) your Lordship’s im- 
mediate censure of the person who had been so incautious as to give 
circulation to this most dangerous paper. 

This IS among the worst consequences of the employment of 
civil servants in military commands. It tends to create and to foment 
reciprocal jealousies, and in place of uniting, to divide the services, 
I need not add how much I admire the promptitude of your Lordship’s 
interference. 

I always considered the lionour of the troops acting under me 
as my own ; and I viewed their interests in tho same liglxt. I think 
those gallant men, whoso memories I must for ever venerate and love, 
really returned my sentiments ; and that a part of their ardour in 
service was to bo ascribed to their confidenco in my gratitude and 
affection. 

I always disapproved tho inclination of the Court of Directors 
to reduce the allowances of the military to the lowest scale, and I 
incurred much disfavour, but felt no repentance, nor remorse, on that 
head. I confess, I loved (that is not an expression of sufBciont 
strength), I adored that army, which, in the execution of my 
orders, had raised my name to such an eminence of glory, and has 
so much extended and strongthoned tho empire of my country. 
After this true exposition of tho deepest feelings of my heart, your 
Lordship will fully apprcciato tho anxiety with which I have viewed 
tho whole course of tho late disastrous and melancholy scenes in 
Affghanistan. 

In my time two great military failures occurred : the retreat of 
Col. Monson, and tlio abandomnont of the siege of Dhnrtporc. Mon- 
son advanced rashly in disobedicnco of orders. He was a brave odicor, 
who had done good sorvico. Your Lordship will find on rceorrl my 
reasons for sparing his character. The failure at Bhurtporo was 
entirely a question of practical details of tho acionco of fortifica- 
tion. 

Neither of these failures in tho least affected the spirit or dis- 
cipline of the army. Monson immediately afterwards distinguished 
himself very higlily ; and tho troops employed at Bhurtporo, in sub- 
sequent operations under Lord Lake manifested tho same courage and 
order which had always been the character of tho whole British 
Indian army. 

With regard to some recent imputations on tlio army, and witlj 
every indulgence to tho memory of a clover but not very discreet 
Secretary to tbo Indian Government, 1 reject tho evidence of him 
and of all his followers on this matter. Whatever of calamity 
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befell us I ascribe to the first fatal error, ‘ the employment of civil 
clerhs ^ in high military commands' I have not heard that either of 
those truly British officers, Sale or Pollock, has complained of this 
failure of courage in the troops under their command. 

I am ignorant of the intentions of her Majesty’s Government 
with regard to the future policy of the British power in India. Your 
first object must of course be to recover your prisoners, especially 
those of the female sex, and of high rank (whose detention is a 
shocking disgrace) ; and to take up the natural stations of your 
strength, so ably described by my brother Arthur. Whether, in the 
course of this proceeding, you will be able to bring any of the traitors 
and murderers who surround all your stations in Afighanistan to 
justice, is certainly an important consideration. Perhaps without 
such a display of power no settlement can promise security ; of this 
matter yom: Lordship will form the best judgment, but at this early 
moment I must protest against any notion of a permanent occupa- 
tion of Cabul, or of any permanent settlement in Afghanistan. On 
this matter I trust I am not mistaken in believing that your Lordship 
concurs in my sentiments, and therefore I will not lengthen this 
already too long letter. But if I should find myself mistaken, I shall 
feel it to be my duty to urge the reasons which appear to me to de- 
monstrate that any plan of settlement in Afghanistan would lead to 
the greatest calamities, and must (if it ever terminated) end in dis- 
grace and ruin. 

I hope your Lordship will not take the trouble to answer this 
letter. I shall not write again unless you desire it, but I shall always 
be happy to answer any questions you may propose. 

Your Lordship, I beheve, will find the Protestant Church respect- 
ably estabhshed in India. When I arrived there it was in a disgrace- 
ful and lamentable state; I laid the foundation which has since been 
nobly and greatly improved by the Church of England. 

With the most sincere and ardent wishes and expectations of 
your Lordship’s prosperous government of a country whose interests 
and happiness must ever be dear to me, I remain, my dear Lord, 
Your Lordship’s obliged and faithful servant, 

WELLESr/EY, 

Kingston House : August 1842, 

^Postscript — Your Lordship is better acquainted than I am with 
the recent internal administration of our Indian Empire ; I have not 
therefore written anything on that subject. But I will here make 
one observation. 

^ The expression ‘ civil clerks ’ is inaccurate ; Lord Wollesley means mem- 
bers of the Civil Service, 
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I was eoncerned to hear that some inquiry had been commenced 
respecting the validity of some of the tenures under the permanent 
settlement of the land revenue. This is a most vexatious and surely 
not a prudent measure. Here the maxim of sound ancient wisdom 
occurs most forcibly, Quietanon movere. We ancient English settlers 
in Ireland have felt too severely the hard hand of Strafford in a similar 
act of oppression, not to dread any similar proceeding. 

W. 

August 4, 1842. 


Amongst Lord Ellenhorough’s numerous correspondents 
may be mentioned the great Elclii, Sir Stratford Canning, 
afterwards Lord Stratford do Eeddiffe, our ambassador at 
Constantinople; Baron Brunnow, the Eussian ambassador; and 
Lord Brougham. The latter took much interest in education 
in India, and was so much gratified by the King of Oudh having 
translated his treatise on the objects, advantages, and i)lea- 
sures of science, and having sent him a copy, that he acknow- 
ledged its receipt in a legihle autograph letter. ‘ A compli- 
ment,’ Lord Ellenborough remarked, ‘ which I did not think 
he would have paid to any sovereign in the world.’ Lord 
Brougham’s handwriting was ordinarily execrable. 

As to education, Lord Ellenborough considered that our 
system in India began at the wrong end of society. Sons of 
clerks and baboos in the revenue or judicial departments, 
and of other persons belonging to the lower classes, were 
taught to read Milton, Pope, and Shakespeare ! In writing to 
Lord Brougham ho advocated a favourite idea — the establish- 
ment of a noble college and a noble guard : that is, a college 
and body guard, in which the sons of the native aristocracy 
might be educated and employed. He also wrote in the same 
letter : ‘ There is indeed no limit to the prosperity of India 
generally, which the eye of the most sanguine statesman can 
reach, if people in England will only have the goodness not to 
insist upon governing India according to the latost London 
fashion.’ It would be well if it were more generally realised 
that English fashions do not suit the Indian climate ; and that 
the public abuse of public men and Government, hero a pastime, 
is there a danger. 

The views and general policy of the Government of India 
are expressed in Lord Ellenborough’s notification. 
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The Government of India directed its army to pass the Lidus 
in order to expel from Afghanistan a chief believed to be hostile to 
British interests, and to replace upon his throne a sovereign repre- 
sented to be friendly to those interests, and popular with his former 
subjects. 

The chief believed to be hostile became a prisoner, and the sove- 
reign represented to be popular was replaced upon his throne ; but 
after events which brought into question his fidelity to the Govern- 
ment by which he was restored, he lost by the hands of an assassin 
the throne he had only held amidst insurrections, and his death was 
preceded and followed by still existing anarchy. 

Disasters unparalleled in their extent, unless by the errors in 
which they originated, and by the treachery by which they were com- 
pleted, have, in one short campaign, been avenged upon every scone 
of past misfortune ; and repeated victories in the field, and the cap- 
ture of the cities and citadels of Ghuzni and Cabul, have again 
attached the opinion of invincibility to the British arms. 

The British army in possession of Afghaihstan will now be with- 
drawn to the Sutlej. 

The Governor- General will leave it to the Afghans themselves 
to create a Government amidst the anarchy which is the consequence 
of their crimes. 

To force a sovereign upon a reluctant people, would be as incon- 
sistent with the policy as it is with the principles of the British 
Government, tending to place the arms and resources of that people 
at the disposal of the first invader, and to impose the burden of 
supporting a sovereign without the prospect of benefit from his 
alliance. 

The Governor-General will willingly recognise any Government 
approved by the Afghans themselves, which shall appear desirous and 
capable of maintaining friendly relations with neighbouring states. 

Content with the limits nature appears to have assigned to its 
empire, the Government of India will devote all its efforts to the 
estabhshment and maintenance of general peace, to the protection 
of the sovereigns and chiefs its allies, and to the prosperity and 
happiness of its own faithful subjects. 

The rivers of the Punjab and Indus, and the mountainous passes 
and the barbarous tribes of Afghanistan, will he placed between the 
British army and an enemy approaching from the west, if indeed 
such an enemy there can bo, and no longer between the army and 
its supplies. 

The enormous expenditure required for the support of a largo 
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force, in a false military position, at a distance from its own frontier 
and its resources, will no longer arrest every measure for the improve- 
ment of the country and of the people. 

The combined army of England and of India, superior m equip- 
ment, in discipline, in valour, and in the officers by which it is com- 
manded, to any force which can be opposed to it in Asia, will stand 
in unassailable strength upon its own soil, and for ever, under the 
blessmg of Providence, preserve the glorious empire it has won, in 
security and in honour. 

The Governor- G-eneral cannot fear the misconstruction of his 
motives in thus frankly announcing to surrounding states the pacific 
and conservative policy of his government. 

Afghanista]! and China have seen at once the forces at his dis- 
posal, and the effect with which they can be applied. 

Sincerely attached to peace for the sake of the benefits it confers 
upon the people, the Governor- General is resolved that peace shall 
be observed, and will put forth the whole power of the British 
Government to coerce the state by which it shall be infringed. 

By order of tho Right Honourable the Governor-General of 
India. T. H. Maddock, 

Secretary, to the Government of India, 
with tho G ovemor- General, 

Generally spcaldng, the policy announced in the proclama- 
tion was approved both in England and in India. In both 
countries tho restoration of peace was welcomed; whilst the 
dofenco of Jalalabad, combined with the marches of Pollock 
and Nott, had seemed to restore the lustre of our aa'ms, sadly 
tarnished by the Kabul disasters. The recovery of tho pri- 
soners and the relaxation of the strain on Indian finance com- 
pleted the general satisfaction. 

The wisdom and propriety of tho course adopted by Lord 
Ellenhorough wore loudly praised by the Conservative news- 
papers ; and such was tho feeling of triumphant joy, that it 
was proclaimed that all now saw ‘ the utter absurdity of any 
fears of an invasion of India through Afghanistan, whether 
from Russia, Persia, or indeed at all.' ® It was gravely stated 
that such an invasion could not be made by more than 20,000 
men, who could with case be disposed of, even if reinforced 
by as many more Afghans. In another newspaper,^ the satis- 

“ Standard, Monday ovoning, November 28, 1842. 

I Times, January 0, 18*43. 
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faction with which the news had been received, of the safe 
withdrawal of the British forces from the inhospitable regions 
of Afghanistan, was noticed. It was stated that the liberation 
of the prisoners was the main object of Gren. Pollock’s expedi- 
tion ; and a hope was expressed that the Governor- General 
of India would, in future, confine the operations of British 
armies within the frontiers of his dominions. 

On the subject of the policy of withdrawal, however, Lord 
Palmerston was explicit ; he spoke of the eternal disgrace the 
abandonment of the counky would affix on England : 

I never was more convinced of anything in the whole course of 
my life, and I may be believed when I speak my earnest conviction, 
that the most important interests of this country, both commercial 
and political, would be sacrificed if we were to sacrifice the military 
possession of the country of Eastern Afghanistan. 

Bely on it, if you abandon the country, though you may have a 
less arduous duty for the present, and though you may relieve your- 
selves from some little difficulty by a retreat, the day will come 
when you will be compelled to reoccupy that country at an infinitely 
greater expense of money, and at an infinitely greater sacrifice of 
human life, than would enable you to retain it now that it is, as I 
trust I may say now, in your possession. 

In reply to this Sir E. Peel stated that he would not adopt 
the objects of the noble Lord, nor make war for the sake of 
promoting the study of Adam Smith among the Afghans. 

The ‘Times’ condemned Lord Auckland’s policy:® ‘We 
believe their policy to have been wholly false. We believe that 
the attempt to establish ly force a British influence in Afghan- 
istan, was itself an error.’ 

It is curious in studying the newspapers of that time to 
notice how precisely reversed are the attitudes of the two 
great parties in England, Then the forward policy was under- 
taken and advocated by the Whigs, and by them were the appeals 
mainly made for vindicating our honour, and re-establishing 
our prestige, grievously damaged by the Kabul disasters. 

The Tories, on the other hand, were not ashamed to deny all 
necessity for such vindication, or that there was danger to India 
from the Kabul disasters, and to proclaim as monstrous the 
idea that it was necessary to avenge upon the Afghans the re- 
sult entailed by our own foUy, by our own crime, 

® Times, January 7, 1843, 
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The despatch written by LordEllenhorough about the gates 
of the temple of Somnath has been generally condemned. Much 
more was made of the matter than it deserved ; and w^ere it 
worth while, something might be said in its favour. As far as 
is known, the natives were profoundly indifferent to the gates, 
yet Lord Ellenborough’s enemies endeavoured to make out that 
their restoration was an error of the first magnitude in a ruler. 
Though this is not admitted, yet the Somnath notification is 
less judicious than most of his Lordship’s orders. 

Before leaving the subject of Afghanistan and our first war 
there, it maybe advantageous to glance at the queslion which 
was at issue. 

This was not whether Amir Dost Muhammad or Shah Shuja 
should reign in Kabul, but whether Afghanistan should be in 
the interests of England or of Russia. Since then, Russia has 
advanced with great rapidity towards India. Britain, too, has 
advanced to meet her, less rapidly, but it may be hoped has, 
in the Punjab, secured a more valuable acquisition than Russia’s 
more extensive conquests. The advance will continue till the 
boundaries meet ; any idea of a permanent barrier between the 
two great nations is delusive, and to reckon on its existence for 
ever, or even for a long period of time, would be unwise and 
dangerous. 

Now these questions may be fairly asked: How did the 
first Afghan war affect the interests of England and Russia in 
the East ? Had Russia furnished just cause for the war? 

Let thelatter question be first considered. Russian advances 
in Central Asia had caused disquietude to English statesmen ; 
but Russia cannot on that account be held to have given such 
provocation as to justify the war. Even if she had, to make 
war on another state not over friendly to her, was a curious way 
of settling the dispute. It would seem loss likely to damage 
Russia, or to deter her advance, than to make Britain unpopu- 
lar in the attacked country : unless, indeed, that country were 
conquered and annexed. Such an attack, moreover, could be 
pleaded as a justification for the next advance which Russia 
desired to make. The fact should be realised that if Russia 
threatens India, England must bo ready to attack her in 
Europe, or elsewhere, as well as to defend the Indian frontier, 
or else be prepared to submit to great national humiliation. 
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Let us return now to the first question : How were the in- 
terests of England and of Eussia affected by the war ? It can 
scarcely be doubted that the reply must be : Those of England 
were injured, those of Eussia but little affected. In the first 
place, England appeared in the country as an enemy, and un- 
fortunately, in the instance of the Kabul army, as a defeated 
enemy. All Nott’s victories, the defence of Jalalabad, and 
Pollock’s victories, count for little in the Afghan, possibly in 
the Indian, mind, in comparison with the complete destruction 
and plunder of an army of soldiers previously believed to be in- 
vincible. And further, our ‘ retiring but victorious ’ troops were 
harassed and plundered on their way out of the country. It 
is difficult to say what good resulted from the expedition, if we 
except the experience which should be learnt from failures. The 
Eussians certainly abandoned their advance on Khiva, and gavo 
England a number of satisfactory assurances, of which the 
supply is and will be ample until the challenge to fight is pro- 
claimed. But all these could have been obtained diplomatically 
without the war. 

Two distinct and serious evils resulted: the prestige of 
invincibility, of enormous importance anywhere, but specially 
in dealing with Orientals, was lost ; and the withdrawal of our 
troops from Afghanistan was construed as a proof of weakness. 
Any movement to the rear, however strategic, is dangerous in 
the East- 

The necessity for the step is not here discussed ; but the ob- 
jection to locating troops there, with the Punjab possibly hostile, 
is obvious. Lord Ellenborough’s measures mitigated the evils 
as much as was possible, when withdrawal formed the basis 
of our policy. Still these evils had their effect on our Indian 
fellow-subjects : the native soldiers of the class then principally 
enlisted, seldom fought afterwards for us as they had fought 
before, and there are people of experience who attribute the 
mutiny greatly to the disasters of the Kabul force. If this be 
so, it is instructive to consider the effect of the annexation of 
the Punjab on the same event. The Sikhs remained faithful to 
us, shared our combats, and enabled us to achieve our victory. 

This part of the present work may be appropriately closed 
by quoting the opinion expressed in the ' Times ' on Lord Ellen- 
borough’s conduct of affairs to the end of the war. 
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We believe tliat all concerned in the preservation of our Eastern 
Empire, owe to Lord EnLENBOBOUUHno ordinary debt of thanks for 
the energy and skill which furnished the means of movement, and 
therefore of success, to our armies with a rapidity and completeness 
far beyond what would have been, or in fact were, anticipated by 
any who really knew the extent of what was necessary, and the 
difficulties of procuring and rendering it available. We believe 
that, whatever absurdities he may have committed, he has, on the 
whole, performed the part of an able, active, and successful ruler, 
amidst circumstances well calculated to appal, paralyse, or disorder 
the judgment of an inferior statesman.^ 

^ Tiims, March 10, 1843. 
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CHAPTEE VIII, 

1843-44. 

Lord Ellenborongli’s impartiality in the exercise of his patronage-— Letter to 
Lord Ellenborough — Broadfoot’s arrival in the Tenasserim Provinces— 
Letter from Havelock — From Francis Cunningham — Extracts from Lord 
Ellenborough’s letters : to the Queen, and Duke of Wellington — The 
native press — Letter from Havelock : from Mr. and Mrs. Cameron — 
Letter to Lord Ellenborough : reply — Death of John Malcolm son— Letter 
from Lord Ellenborough transmitting the Order of the Bath : reply — Lord 
Ellenborough and the Court of Directors— Duke of Wellington’s opinion — 
Correspondence between the Cabinet and the Court — Lord Ellenborough 
recalled: Sir H. Hardinge appointed — Letters from Lord Ellenborough on 
the subject — Broadfoot’s reply — Letter to Miss Sutherland: Capt. W, 0. 
McLeod— Letter from Havelock : Broadfoot appointed to the N.W, Frontier. 

The camp at Eirozpur was broken up early in 1843, and 
the Governor- General, with an escort furnished by the ‘illus- 
trious garrison,’ marched to Delhi. Major Broadfoot’s letters 
at this time naturally refer chiefly to the important appoint- 
ment for which he had been selected, and to the marked kind- 
ness shown to him by Lord Ellenborough. An extract or two 
may be of interest ; they show a consideration for others which 
has not, it is believed, been generally recognised as a promi- 
nent feature in his Lordship’s character. 

Lord Ellenborough has been kind to me beyond measure ; my 
only fear is that one of these days he will find he has overrated me. 
On being appointed to the Tenasserim Provinces, I waited on him 
to resign being aide-de-camp, but he would not hear of it, though 
it has put and still puts him to inconvenience, for I do no duty that 
way. He says he intended it to keep me as far as he could from 
loss, and I must not resign till I embark from Calcutta. Now the 
considerateness of all this makes it more valuable in my eyes than 
even the great appointment. . . , 

Lord Ellenborough has given me Ghuznee medals for William 
and James. I shall most likely send them home for fear I lose 
them. 
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I came down with Lord Ellenborough to Kurnaul, and preceded 
him thence to Delhi, where I arrived on January 31. Having made 
over the remnant of the Sappers to their new commander, I con- 
tinued with Lord Ellenborough, who reached Delhi on the 5th, 
till the 15th, receiving every day fresh proofs of kindness from 
him. . . . 

Lord Ellenborough has most kindly provided for all the officers 
with me throughout the war ; except Dr. Forsyth, who I hope will 
not be forgotten. Orr is appointed to the Nizam’s cavalry ; and 
Cunningham to the Mysore Commission ; both good appointments, 
and what they asked. Lord Ellenborough is also going to do some- 
thing for the two most deserving of my sergeants, Kelly and Bruen. 
In fact he is an extraordinary man with his patronage. Family 
interest is useless, almost injurious with him ; and so is even party 
interest. One of his last aiopointments was to a nephew of 
O’Connell! He is unceasing in his inquiries as to fitness for the 
different appointments, in energy and integrity. Above all, or at 
least above all but integrity, ho seems to value a kindly feeling to- 
wards the natives. This system, however, has suddenly taken 
power from the hands of all who have hitherto held it, and dis- 
appointed all who looked up to them ; the unpopularity, therefore, 
of the new system is very great. 

In duo course Eroadfoot arrived in Calcutta, whore he tried 
to learn all he could regarding the provinces he was about to 
govern, and the policy by which he was to be guided. Before 
his departure for Maulmain he wrote to Lord Ellenborough : 

Caloutta : April 8, 1843. 

My Lord,— My approaching embarkation for Maulmain termina- 
ting my appointment on your Lordship’s personal staff, I have this 
day reported the same to the Military Secretary and requested him 
to convey to you my sense of an honour which, conferred as it was 
and when it was, I must ever feel grateful for. 

I am now setting out for the now duties your Lordship’s kind- 
ness has called me to ; and I do not enter on them without many 
anxieties. Disputes small in themselves, but irritating, have assumed 
a form which, considering local prejudices and interests, is not re- 
assuring. To heal these I was desirous of somewhat detailed 
instructions from the Government, and my anxiety on this head has 
somewhat delayed my departure. If I have not quite succeeded, the 
Government is informed of the course I propose to follow if affairs* 
are unchanged on my arrival. 
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I camiot command success, but I can answer for unwearied 
exertion, and a firm purpose to maintain tranquillity ; and by seek- 
ing the public good in those provinces to justify in some degree the 
kindness which has raised me to their administration. 

G. Broadfoot. 

The 'Maulmain Chronicle ’ of Aprfl 19, 1843, announced 
the arrival of the ' Enterprise ’ at ‘ Amherst on Sunday last, 
having on board Major Broadfoot, appointed to the Commis- 
sionership of these provinces. He came up to town and landed 
on Monday under the usual salute. . . . Mr. Blundell, our 
former Commissioner, embarked this morning on board the 
Enterprise,” to proceed to Calcutta, and from thence to his 
aiDpointment as Governor of the Straits,’ 

It is not intended to describe minutely Broadfoot’ s adminis- 
tration of the provinces. The details of civil government, such 
as the assessment and collection of revenue, the trial and 
punishment of offenders, the making of roads and considera- 
tion of finance, though all most necessary, are not so pictu- 
resque, and cannot be so attractive to the general reader, as the 
more stirring incidents of war and diplomacy. 

It will here suffice to say that the Government of India 
was seriously dissatisfied with the state of the provinces, and 
a reformer was required. Broadfoot was selected, and suc- 
ceeded, in spite of strenuous opposition, in sweeping away 
many abuses, and in introducing sound measures of reform. 

He received many letters at this time, some of which will 
be quoted. The first of these, from Havelock, refers to a 
certain injustice done to the Jalalabad garrison in excluding 
them from rewards for Pollock’s campaign, and contains an 
allusion to memoir writing. This refers to a proposal by 
Havelock to publish an account of the recent war and the 
defence of Jalalabad. Broadfoot pointed out to him that if he 
told the truth honestly he would have to quit the army ; and 
that if ho withheld the truth, in the case of Sale for example, 
his memoir had better not be published. 


Kussowlie : May 6, 1843. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I now sit down according to promise to 
answer at length your very kind letter of the 15tli ultimo. I am 
glad you were pleased with Marshman ; for I can say with perfect 
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sincerity tlia-t it is in the good opinion and friendship of such men 
as you and he, and a very few others, that I have found the best 
compensation that this world can o&r for no small portion of 
harassing wrong and ill success ; and the organised opposition of 
knaves and brutes and sciolists.^ 

I have to thank you for the interest which you take in the 
matter of my professional advancement. I was pretty sure that you 
wore right when you mentioned to me your notion of Sir J. N.’s 
views regarding the military rewards of those who had served in 
Afghanistan. It was so like the imbecility of the man, most fully 
developed in the papers which have been laid before Parliament, 
and of which I see Sir Robert Peel has availed himself to set up a 
plea for Lord Ellenborough. lie quotes the opinion of the Com- 
mander-in- Chief against acting promptly and vigorously to retrieve 
our fortunes, to show that the Governor-General, from the first, 
went as far as his military adviser. Sir J. N. was doubtless shocked 
at the prodigious mass of preferment and honour which had been 
heaped in a moment on the defenders of Jellalabad, and would never 
have forgiven himself if in his time they had got more. The thing, 
however, is so irrational and contrary to precedent, that the weight 
of no name can suffice for its justification. If exertions after April 7 
deserved reward, and Gen. Pollock’s officers have boon promoted 
and ribboned for ulterior exertions, Jellalabad men who shared in 
those labours and dangers have a right to look for something for 
them. If, however, my brother, now in England, has formed a 
correct opinion, the Iron Duko has taken another view of the matter, 
lie seems to have laid it down that the merits of all the officers 
employed from tho first outbreak in October 1841 to the end of the 
campaign in 18412, are worth a stop for some, and a step and an 
honour for others, and that it is his duty not to recommend any 
for more. I must toll you, however, that whatever I may have been 
on former occasions, I have not been quiescent on this. Gen. 
McCaskill wrote very strongly and handsomely in my favour from 
Ferozeporo; and since the last brevet appeared, Gon. Smith ad- 
dressed Lord I'itzroy Somerset, I have no doubt in language warm 
and energetic enough, in favour of Wilkinson of the 18th, Simmons 
of the 41st, and myself ; and I forwarded through Gen. McCaskill to 
Gon, Pollock a letter which I dosirod might go to Sir J. N. with 
the recommendation of both, for transmission to the home authori- 
ties. Sir Willoughby Cotton had previously been endeavouring to 
do mo a good turn in his kind of way by breathing some words in 
my favour into the oar of the Duko of Beaufort, Lord Eitzroy 

‘ ThL word is doubtful in the original lottor. 
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Somerset’s brother. This the Duke told mj brother, who knew 
him in Spain and France, as Marquis of Worcester, and had been 
hunting with his hounds the last season. Now from any one of 
these representations I do not form the shadow of a hope, because, 
from all I can learn, the Duke of Wellington’s mind is made up to 
the mode of treating the matter of which I have already spoken. 
The best I can expect is, if ever I become a regimental major, to 
have my claims considered for employment as deputy in a depart- 
ment in India or the colonies. The step of major would, however, 
in itself satisfy me ; for if I obtained it, I would run home with the 
battalion, see my few surviving friends in England, look to the 
interests of my boys, and endeavour, if nothing was stirring in 
Europe, to get back on good terms into a corps in India. 

I am a very bad hand indeed at a bargain, but I am told that 
a majority in Prmce Albert’s would be worth to a young aristocrat 
as much as would pay a poor man’s passage, with all his 
menta, back to this first of lands for the exertions of that class of 
officers. However, the majority in the 13th is sooner desired than 
gained. Old Pattison, whom you will remember, went home with 
the purpose of retiring on his full pay. But owing to official 
blunders his papers did not reach Horse Guards, and he can now 
please himself instead of being tied down to his first resolution, and 
may take a fit of obstinacy and defer his military decease sme die. 
Rumour strongly asserts that Sir R. Sale is to be the colonel of the 
44:th Regiment ; but then again, perversity on perversity of fate, the 
13th being on the eve of returning home, the Iron Duke may decide 
not to fill up the vacancy of second lieutenant-colonel. Thus you 
see my prospects are not very brilliant. But to speak seriously, all 
this is in the hands of Providence, and I ought not to disquiet my- 
self about it. There is a faint chance of a real turn of poetical 
justice. You perhaps have heard that I have been purchased over 
by three drunkards and two fools. Four of these have paid succes- 
sively, by disease or in the field, the debt of nature ; and the sur- 
vivor (I wiU not say to which class he belongs) had opportunely 
withdrawn his name from the purchase list. It is just possible that 
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, being moved to do something in my favour, 
might on Taylor’s death have brought in an old retired officer to 
sell, and thus put me in my original place. This is, I say, just pos- 
sible, but I think will not have come to pass. Had I too been the 
son of a duke, it would inevitably. You may suppose I am very 
weary of all this, and of captaining in time of peace, and often 
meditate the military suicide of retiring myself on full pay, and 
vegetating in a corner in Switzerland the remainder of my days ; 
but a sense of my duty to my boys, and the hope of more stirring 
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times, and the determination not to be driven from my post by any 
amount of neglect or misadventure, still keep me on the other tack. 

But now, before quitting this subject, on which I have too much 
dilated, let me ask, my good friend, what is it you mean exactly by 
prejudices against me, the mention of which you reiterate ? Tell 
me plainly. I am not aware of any. Old Willoughby Cotton, 
indeed, and others used to tell me that it was believed at Horse 
Guards and in other quarters that I professed to fear God, as well 
as honour the Queen, and that Lord Hill and sundry other wise 
persons had made up their minds that no man could, at once, be a 
saint and a soldier. Now I dare say such great authorities must 
be right, notwithstanding the examples of Col. Gardiner, and 
Cromwell, and Gustavus Adolphus (all that I can think of just now) ; 
but if so, all I can say is, that their bit of red ribbon was very ill 
bestowed upon me ; for I humbly trust that in that great matter I 
should not change my opinions and practice though it rained garters 
and coronets as the rewards of apostasy. So if these be the grounds 
of the prejudices j they are Hke to be sempiternal j but if they be 
any others that I know not of, tell me, my good friend, plainly and 
roundly. Quo lapsus, quid feci? It is well to be upon one’s 
guard. 

As I intimated in my last, I think Taylor brought the storm 
upon himself. He or some of the 9th must have seen your 
report, and if he deemed it erroneous, ought then to have urged 
the necessity of correction, or afterwards to have written to 
you. You will have heard that Sir J. N. has interdicted his re- 
joinder, and he is off to England. Huish is certainly the person 
most likely to be nettled ; but if he is a man of sense, he will soon 
get over it. After all, much of the blame rests on Gen. Pollock, 
who, after the first success, seemed to think he had nothing more 
to do with the matter, but let his troops go where they would in 
pursuit, which indeed was his custom as far as my observation 
went. . , . 

I believe your advice is quite sound as to memoir writing, and I 
have almost resolved finally to act upon it and publish nothing for 
the present. I have nothing, indeed, finished, or nearly so, though 
my brother has written me urgent letters by every mail to appear 
‘ early in the field,’ as it is called. I have a good deal of leisure 
now, and in the course of a fortnight expect to be at Simla (if my 
wife arrives), when I shall have even more ; and this I will employ 
in writing down my recollections, which I will send to you for cor- 
rection. I shall esteem yours most valuable. Having been at more 
than one period a good deal behind the scenes, I might with the aid 
of the parliamentary papeis, and such documents as Lord Ellen- 
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borough would perhaps on due persuasion permit to be seen, have 
the materials for a tolerable book, which is better than a hasty, 
showy thing, to please those who can digest nothing beyond a nine 
days’ wonder. Beheve me &c. 

H. Havelock. 

P.S. — I should like to have your Sapper proceedings from 
Bootkhak to Jellalabad to begin with. 

We have just heard of the death of poor Troup at Allyghur. 

The only officer of Broadfoot’s Sappers who had not as yet 
got an appointment was Dr. Forsyth ; but he was not for- 
gotten. On May 14, Lord EUenborough wrote on his behalf 
to Mr. Bird, the Deputy- Governor of Bengal, and expressed a 
hope that he might be suitably provided for. 

The next letter from which extracts are quoted is from 
Francis Cunningham, already often mentioned as quarter- 
master of Broadfoot’s Sappers. He wrote from Bangalore, 
May 27, 1843 : 

I have for some time past intended writing to you, but have 
heard of no ships about to sail to Maulmain. I cannot now have 
the conscience to put it off any longer, so here goes, and it must lie 
waiting in the Madras post office till an opportunity offers to convey 
it to your dominions. 

. . .You must not forget to send me a copy of your memo, re- 
garding the Jellalabad council. I should prefer the one in your own 
hand. I am the more anxious about it as I hear that Abbott has 
been stating everywhere that it was your advice that we should 
have abandoned Jellalabad and made our way to Peshawar ; dex- 
terously availing himself of an opinion you once expressed, that 
it would have been a good plan for Sale to have made his way to 
Peshawar when we first came into the valley; to have refitted 
there ; and on returning have been in a fit state to take the field. 
It was from Joe ^ that I heard this, and in writing to him I explained 
the circumstance, but it has only made him the more anxious to 
obtain what you promised him about the councils. You know him 
well enough to be able to place reliance on his discretion. 

You have, of course, read all about the Khytul business, which 
ought to have cost Greathed his appointment. Clerk recommended 
the Governor- General to appoint my brother to the charge of 
Khytul on 1,200 rs., but Lord Ellenborongh’s answer was that 

2 His brother, Joseph Davy Cunningham, of the Bengal Engineors, author 
of a History of the Sikhs, 
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Mr. Thomason considered Lawrence better fitted for it (they are 
old friends). 

The arrangement, therefore, now is, that Lawrence goes to 
Khytul on 1,000 rs., and my brother takes Umhalla, keeping his 
private secretaryship. This place pleases him more than the other, 
as it gives him equal pay, and in the event of an ofQcer being called 
on for detached employment, he is obviously the one to be sent, as 
he can be best spared. . . . 

You can have no notion how high your reputation stands in the 

Madras Army. By the bye, I got to high words with Sir E 

W about the Mamoo Khel affair. You know he belongs to the 

— th, and as I was in plain clothes, he took me for a Bengal civilian, 
and was not a little astonished when, in reply to some curious 
assertions of his, I said d la, Julius,® ‘ It is very unlucky that I was 

there and saw the contrary.’ Sir E is a blustering bully, and 

I was not sorry to raise a laugh against him. 

Have you got hold of a copy of the blue book ? . . . Pollock 
evidently lost himself after he got through the Khyber, and writes 
at first as if he had not pice * enough to make his way to Cabul. 

The Marquis of Tweeddale is commonly called ‘Bumble;’ 
he looks much more like a prizefighter than a nobleman. Ho asked 
me several questions without looking me in the face, and wrote 
down my answers. He did the same to Webb, and put him into 
the Commissariat. The Marchioness is what Mayne would call ‘ a 
real lady, hat and feathers.’ She looks as young as her son, and 
has the most pleasing manners of any woman I have ever spoken to. 

^ cannot tell you anything yet about my prospects in this Com- 
mission. I have only yet been employed in reading the records, 
and have not seen Gen. Cubbon, who is in Ooorg. 

Some extracts from Lord Ellcnborough’s correspondence 
will now be quoted. As regards the communication of informa- 
tion, officially acquired, to persons other than those entitled to 
be made acquainted with it, it is interesting to record the 
Governor-General’s orders : 

The rule with respect to official correspondence is, not that an 
officer is allowed to divulge all that he is not specially directed to 
keep secret, but that he is not allowed to divulge anything which 
he is not specially directed to communicate. 

* Reference possibly to Julius B. * A small copper coin ; pice is used 
Backhouse. here instead of ‘ money.’ 


0 
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The enforcement of such a rule did not tend to make his 
Lordship popular with the press. 

In May 1843, the Governor- General contemplated going to 
Sind ; in a letter to Mr. Maddock the first mention of the 
appointment of Col. Eichmond, Major Broadfoot’s predecessor 
on the North-West Frontier, is found. 

One advantage of going to Sind is, that until the hegiiming of 
January, I shall be on the Sutlej ; and really things look more 
shaky than ever in the Punjab, and Mr. Clerk’s temporary retire- 
ment will be like striking away a leg from the Maharaja’s chair. 
He wants me to go up to the hills now, and I think I should, if I 
could house myself at Kasaali or Subathu. ... I have offered to 
Col. Richmond the officiating appointment in Mr. Clerk’s place. I 
could make no arrangement at short notice and at this season quite 
satisfactory. I hope this may answer. 

In a letter to the Commander-in-Chief, dated June 3, 1843, 
the following sentences occur; the sentiments they contain 
apply to a great extent to his Lordship’s career. 

Depend upon it there is no such thing as strict justice in the 
opinion of contemporaries. All is exaggeration. Men are rated 
too high or too low ; but where the events are great, where they are 
cardinal points in history, those who come after them do them 
justice, which is in the highest degree satisfactory to men in their 
graves. 

The following extracts^ refer to the appointment of Major 
Broadfoot to be Commissioner, and to the first results of his 
administration. 

Lord Ellenhorough to the Qiieen. 

Agra : April 20, 1843. 

Lord Ellenborough, with his most humble duty to your Majesty, 
humbly acquaints your Majesty that . . . some improper trans- 
actions at Maulmain have apparently placed us in the wrong, and 
occasioned some risk of hostilities ; but Lord Ellenborough hopes 
that the new Commissioner, Major Broadfoot, will arrive in time to 
prevent collision and restore peaceful dispositions. 

Allahabad: June 8, 1843. 

The apprehensions of collision with the Burmese, which had 
arisen out of the misconduct of the late Commissioner, Mr. Blundell, 

* Erom The Indian Administration of Lord Ellenborough^ by Lord Colchester. 
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who has been removed, have been nearly done away with since the 
arrival of his successor, Major Broadfoot, C.B., the officer who so 
much distinguished himself at Jellalabad. 

Allahabad : June 27, 1843. 

The misunderstandings with the Burmese on the Salween river, 
which have arisen out of the misconduct of the late Commissioner, 
do not appear to be yet entirely overcome by the good sense and 
ability of his successor, Major Broadfoot ; but Lord Ellenborough 
still hopes that everything will be settled amicably in that quarter. 

Lord Ellenborough to the Duke of Wellington. 

Delhi ; February 18, 1843. 

My dear Duke of Wellington, . . . Major Broadfoot, whom I 
have sent to Maulmain, seems to be a very sensible man. He 
knows the place and the country, and I am happy to tell you that, 
while he promises me some civil reforms, he bids me to be under 
no apprehension of being ever obliged to send a large force to defend 
Maulmain. 

Agra : April 22, 1843. 

... At Maulmain there has been, and is, a risk of collision, in 
consequence of our having put ourselves in the wrong. The whole 
thing arises out of encouragement given to a low mercantile specu- 
lation by a Commissioner in the hands of merchants and their 
press. I am in hopes that Major Broadfoot, the now Commissioner, 
will be in time to stop the mischief and bring things right. He is 
the best man to prevent hostilities, or, if they cannot be prevented, 
to carry them on ; but he will prevent them. 

Allahabad: Juno 9, 1043. 

... I have fortunately got a bold, able, and, above all, an 
honest man into the government of Tenasserim, in the person of 
Major Broadfoot. He will, I trust, avert the war his predecessor 
had nearly matured, and he has already prevented an insurrection 
his predecessor had provoked. Yet I have little doubt that the 
supersession of Mr. Blundell by Major Broadfoot will give the 
coup do grdcG to me with the Court, if the entire change of officers 
in Saugor has not already done so. 

Similar sentiments are repeated in other letters to the 
Duke ; but these are sufficient to show how Broadfoot’s services 
were valued by the Grovernor-General. Lord Fitzgerald, 
President of the Board of Control, to whom Lord Ellenborough 
often sent copies of BroadfooFs letters, remarked ; ‘ Major 
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Broadfoot’s letters show him to be a man of sense, and I trust 
he will put all to rights.’ 

Eeferring to one of these letters, Lord EUenborough wrote 
to Broadfoot : 

Allahabad : June 8, 1843. 

My dear! Major Broadfoot, — I received here to-day your letter of 
the 10th ult. I have had it copied for transmission to Lord Fitz- 
gerald. You may depend upon my full support in putting down 
had government in the provinces under your charge. I shall soon 
be at Calcutta myself, and at hand to give you the aid to which you 
are entitled. 

I have excellent accounts from Scinde, where I hope all will 
remain quiet. At Gwalior there has been a palace intrigue, ending 
in the deposition of the Eegent, who was set up with our acquiescence 
and approval. 

This may give trouble. I have made Mr. Clerk Lieutenant- 
Governor, and Col. Eichmond his successor as Governor-General’s 
Agent, on the North-West Frontier. Beheve me &c. 

Ellenboeough. 

On the same day Lord EUenborough wrote to the President 
of the Board of Control : 

Major Broadfoot must tell his own tale, so I send you his private 
letter to me. Mr. Bird informs me that he thinks all will now go 
on well in Tenasserim ; i.e. we shall have no war. Mr. Blundell’s 
appointment to Singapore will be cancelled. Depend upon it, the 
picture Major B. gives of the province of Tenasserim is not 
unhke that which might be given of all India. Everywhere the 
public is altogether disregarded. The interests of individuals only 
are considered. Major Broadfoot wUl hit rather roughly, but very 
honestly, and he is an able man as well as an honest one ; yet I 
think I can anticipate that the displacing of Mr. Blundell and the 
nomination of Major Broadfoot wiU be very unpopular with the 
Court. 

A few days later he wrote to Mr. Bird : 

Major Broadfoot seems to have been acting with most useful 

energy and prudence. The charge he will prove against Mr. 

. . . can only be foUowed by that gentleman’s dismissal. It is evi- 
dent that if we wish to have an honest government in Tenasserim, 
or any government at aU, we must fully support Major Broadfoot. 

Mr. Bird, who, as Deputy-Governor of Bengal, was Broad- 
foot’s immediate superior officer, in writing to Lord Ellen- 



CH. VIII 


CONCEENING THE NATIVE PKESS 


197 


borough, forwarded a copy of a notification by Broadfoot forbid- 
ding British subjects to pay tax or duty to anyone for the privi- 
lege of rafting timber on the Salwin river, and promising them 
the protection of the Government from the consequences of 
refusal. He intimated that he had cautioned Major B. to avoid 
any step calculated to bring on hostilities. At the same time 
he forwarded a memorandum on the native press. He said the 
first native newspaper was the ' Samachar Barpau,’ published 
at the Serampore Press twenty-five years ago (i.e. in 1818), 
contemporary with the movement in the cause of public in- 
struction which was made under Lord Hastings. He further 
remarked that at no period during the last twenty-five years 
had native papers acquired 2,000 subscribers in town and 
country ; and that a newspaper was not reckoned among the 
wants of the people. 

Although there are now (1688) many native newspapers, 
which have in the larger towns a considerable circulation, yet, 
as regards the largest and best part of the native population 
of India, the owners and cultivators of the land, it is still 
fairly true that a newspaper is not reckoned amongst their 
wants. And this is not a matter of regret : it is better that 
the people should be healthily emiDloyed on work which they 
understand, and from which they can acquire an honest 
competence and profit, than that they should spend their 
time in the study of newspapers, and in the acquisition from 
them of imagined grievances, of discontent, and of disloyalty, 
to the neglect of their more profitable duties. 

We now resume Major Broadfoot’s correspondence. 

Capt. Durand wrote to him on August BO, on the subject 
of the recent Afghan campaign. After alluding to the fact 
that Havelock had decided not to publish, ho said : 

Backliouse has been, in someway or other, talkmg of his journal 
of events at Jellalabad, or others have for him. It is spoken of as 
containing matter curious and surprising. I have seen nothing as 
yet, however, in the shape of disclosures of what went forward 
during the blockade. ... I should not bo much surprised at Back- 
house startling the community by speaking out and telling the truth. 

Havelock too wrote at this time, in better spirits than 
before, having just got his regimental majority. 
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Simla : August 30, 1813. 

My dear Broadfoot, — Though only purporting to be an excuse 
for not writing, your letter, without date, but yesterday received, 
gave me infinite pleasure. 

It has found me with prospects substantially improved, by the 
blessing of Providence, in the attainment, in the ‘ Gazette ’ of 
June 30 brought by last mail, at length, of a regimental majority. 
This perhaps was not a great boon after twenty-eight years’ service, 
twenty of them in India, but it was conceded with the air of one, it 
being urged that the retirements were nearly all filled up, and the 
applicants for them men of very low standing. Pattison b eing allowed 
to go out in my favour, was therefore made an act of grace to me, 
with the innuendo, I expect, that it closed the door to all further claim 
for the last Afghan campaign. 

To travel at once from the Horse Guards to the Tenasserim 
coast, I sincerely rejoice in the decided part you have taken as a 
negotiator and reformer, and the fruits and promises of such energy, 
It is one of our first duties in India, within and beyond the Ganges, 
to render ourselves respectable in the eyes of the Asiatic powers ; and 
to compel them to respect the treaties they have made with us. 
Even up to the point of a Eesident at Ava, I would say, let it either 
be insisted upon, or surrendered only for a quid pro quo. I cannot 
bear to hear of a subsisting treaty with one article disregarded. 
But as regards the other clause of my proposition, what were the 
Burmans and Talaings to think of us, whilst our newly acquired 
conquest was a den of intriguers and speculators, in league with 
corresponding nests of iniquity in Martaban and Eangoon ? There- 
fore I trust you will persevere in an unsparing clear out, ^ counting 
it all joy ’ when you are abused to the echo by the ‘ Moulmein 
Chronicle,’ and those whom it can influence to join in the cry in 
Calcutta. 

I have been enjoying here amongst the cedar trees such aram ® 
for three months as has scarcely fallen to my lot for twenty 
years. , , , 

Sir E. Sale goes down the Ganges to England, which he ought 
to have done (putting Indus for Ganges) last year ; and the 13th, 
Lord Ellenborongh writes him, march in November to Suldiur, and 
embark at Curatchee for England in March 1844, or 1845, as qjr- 
cumstances may dictate. I think the latter, for much has been 
left undone in Scinde. The ‘ Friend of India ’ has adverted more 
than once to our council in Jellalabad,led to do so by the ‘Hurkaru,’ 
and followed by the ‘ Delhi Gazette.’ 


^ Amm, rest or repose. 
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Mrs. Havelock, though unseen, sends her regards. Marshman 
will gladly accept your remembrances ; and I remain, ever kc, 

H. Havelock. 

P.S. — Toonee, the little orderly, and one Gurboo, a Goorldia 
non-commissioned officer, often visit me here, coining in the rain 
from their cantonment at Jitogue. The latter thinks he has still 
some letter of recommendation to get from you regarding past 
services, which would ho useful to him, and keeps looking towards 
Moulmein. I fear the poor fellows transferred from the Sappers 
cannot get promotion in the Nusseeree battalion, having come into 
the midst of older claims in a new corps. 

The next two letters are from Mr. and Mrs. Cameron. 
Mr. Cameron was, it will be recollected, legal member of 
council, and from him Broadfoot got advice on matters con- 
nected with the study of law; a subject on which he was, 
necessarily, somewhat ignorant. 

Calcutta : September 7, 1843. 

My dear Broadfoot, . . . You will see in the newspapers that 
the Jellalahad parliaments are on the tajjis, and that somebody with 
a fictitious signature has given an account of their proceedings not 
very much like yours. Have you any notion who this is ? 

We go on here in an unsettled sort of way ; the time-servers 
(a large class) puzzled and not knowing how to shape their course. 
Certainly it is worth while to ho honest and sincere, were it only 
for the sake of tramiuillity. The Governor- General is civil to mo, 
and continues to show those good qualities which we both agreed in 
thinking he possesses ; nevertheless, I wish he may not remain here, 
for he is nOt steady enough for enterprises which take a long while 
in the concoction and in the execution. 

I had a long letter from Colin [Mackenzie] by the last mail. Ho 
complains much of his health ; but appears well satisfied with the 
consideration shown him at homo. 

Gen. Smith ^ called hero yesterday, and wo talked of you. lie 
seems to know your value. Always &c. 

C. H. Cameron. 

September 11, 1843. 

My dear Major Broadfoot, — Unfortunately the ' Siren ’ stole 
away without giving any notice of the day of her departure, so that 


' Sir Harry Smith. 
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the Governor- General’ 8 despatches were even, I am told, left behind ; 
but I hope these letters if despatched per * Patriot ’ will reach you 
with ec^ual speed and safety. 

In the hurried lines you sent me (in answer to mine per ‘Kitty’) 
you did not tell me whether the little sea trip you had taken had 
been beneficial to your health. I earnestly hope that it has been so, 
and that nothing now interrupts the success and interest of your 
new position. You seem to be an intellectual Hercules, and to 
undertake, and successfully to undertake, the load and labour of 
the whole government ; and to accomplish in six days the work of 
six years. Lord Ellenborough, a very short time ago, spoke of you 
to me in the highest possible terms ; and I assure you I listened 
and answered with enthusiasm. 

He spoke to me of the devotion of your corps to you ; and said 
that you might any day have made yourself a king, so devoted was 
every soul around you to your order, and so willing to raise every 
arm at your command. I remarked (what I have often heard my 
husband remark of you) how rare it was to see a man who could 
distinguish himself equally in council and in action, in the cabinet 
and in the field ; but, modest as you are, I will not tell you more of 
what was said, for fear of your accusing me of quizzing you. All I have 
to enforce upon you is the entreaty of your friends not to sacrifice your- 
self entirely to your zeal to promote the public good; for I (although 
a woman) am a lover of public good, and still maintain that useful 
good men, being rare, ought to bear in mind how precious they are, 
and to remember that the untiring, unceasing exertions of a few 
years, by wearing out their energies and resources of mind and 
body, are not in the end so desirable as the less active but more 
steady and lengthened efforts of a long life, throughout which the 
same philanthropic, devoted, upright spirit is felt, though subdued 
and tempered by the conviction that when there is no rest given to 
mind or body, both must suffer an early decay. 

It is amusing to see how things are going on now. The Council 
has a very meagre aspect (not meagre in the literal acceptation of 
the word, for the Deputy- Governor alone, always a Falstaff in appear- 
ance, is now so blown out with the dignity of his position, that he 
might represent a whole body of men !) ; but Mr. Haddock is, you 
know, absent in very precarious health ; and poor Sir William Case- 
ment is seldom spared to attend Council. 

Lord Ellenborough, if it be not treason to say so, is flighty and 
unmanageable in all matters of business ; shrewd enough, but wholly 
without ballast ; violently enthusiastic on all military subjects, and 
they alone seem to occupy his interests or his attention. A soldier, 
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as a soldier, is the thing he worships ; and the whole sub- 
stance of every public speech he has made since he returned to 
Calcutta, has been thus versified by my husband, and a literal 
versification it is. 

Long as I fill imperial Akbar’s throne, 

Long as the Eastern world my sway shall own, 

Him, Him alone, in power will I place, 

Him, Him alone, with trust and honour grace, 

Unmoved who listens to the whizzing ball, 

And sees serene his slaughtered comrades fall. 

His words literally were : ‘ Who behaves well under fire.’ Now it 
is for this opinion that I quarrel with him. 

Courage, however admirable in the field, however worthy of our 
respect, admiration, and gratitude, cannot alone entitle a man to pro- 
motion and distinction in offices of trust and honour, if he has not, 
besides courage, the mental and moral qualities required to do justice 
to that office. Again, his favourite public declaration is that we 
owe India to, and can preserve India through, the army, and the 
army alone. He does not think that there is more credit due to a 
body who can maintain an honourable peace, than to a body who can 
always wage war, though it be a successful war. But so exaggerated 
is his folly, for I must call it folly on this subject, that I can heat de- 
scribe its extent to you by telling you of the speech he made to me 
at the Fancy Ball, when I was remarking to him how gay the Calcutta 
ballrooms were made by the number of men in uniform, ‘ Oh, yes,’ 
he answered, 'military men have so much the advantage ; it is such 
a pity that the civilians have no uniform. I wish we could contrive 
some sort of uniform for them ! ’ And this ho literally feols. The 
golden bullion of the aide-de-camp’s jacket he desires as much as a 
young coquette desires pink roses whilst a season of mourning pre- 
vents her from wearing them. . . . 

And now I must wind up this long letter by saying, God bless you. 
You have, you know, our best wishes for your health and happiness ; 
and must ever write to and think of me and my husband as warm 
friends. Ever &c. 

Julia Camebon. 

The overwork, bad climate, and effects of his wounds in 
Afghanistan had seriously affected Broadfoot’s health, which 
seemed to he never good, at any rate in Southern India or on 
the Tenasserim coast. Rumours of war too had reached him, 
and he, for these various reasons, addressed Lord Ellenborough 
as follows : 
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Mergui : Deoembor 13, 1843. 

My Lord, — For some days I had resolved to bring, on public 
grounds, the state of my health to your Lordship’s notice ; but the 
news of your having gone to j oin the Army of Exercise, and consequent 
rumours of its being employed in the field, have led me to resolve 
on something more, viz. of saying how grateful I should feel if in 
any way I could be allowed to join that army if it takes the field. 

The state in which I found these provinces has forced me to 
work to a degree that would need much strength in a good climate. 
My health has never been restored since I was wounded at Jellala- 
bad, for I was ordered out, before the wound healed, on detachment, 
and never again had a day’s rest ; then here there has been no rest, 
and now, in December, a coat is a burden ; at night every window 
is open, and even a sheet too warm to be borne. I have had some 
severe illnesses of late, but recently have had slight apoplectic attacks, 
which make it almost certain that I must for a time, if not perma- 
nently, quit the coast. Best, or a change to military service with the 
climate of Northern India, would speedily restore me, and I could then 
either return here or serve elsewhere as your Lordship might desire. 
Had my health not thus given way, I could not have ventured to make 
this request, greatly as your Lordship knows I desire to serve again in 
the field, especially during your Lordship’s government ; but should 
the turn my illness has now taken force me to leave at any rate, I 
should be miserable. I could not recover if the army were in the field, 
and I an idler elsewhere. I have endeavoured to do good here, and I 
hope have been able to do a little, and, above all, to carry it so far that 
anyone supported by your Lordship may carry it on in my absence. 
A letter from the Revenue Board informs me they see the evils 
existing, and my reports from this place will show them still more 
strongly, and I trust their remedies also. All will then depend on 
the Government. I would earnestly request, therefore, that if there 
is any chance of the army taking the field, I maybe allowed to join 
it in any way I can be useful. Notwithstanding the distance, I 
think I could be with your Lordship before any campaign closed. 

Begging your Lordship to forgive me for thus troubling you, 

I remain &c. 

G. Bboadfoot. 

To this, and one or two subsequent letters on questions 
connected with his work, the private secretary and the 
Governor-General replied : 

Camp, Gwalior : January 11, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, — ^Your letter of the 18 th ultimo and inclosure 
I lost no time on receipt in communicating to the Governor- General. 
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His Lordship is sorry that you can speak in no better way of the 
state of your own health. 

Your letter only arrived this morning. You will have heard of 
the actions of the 29th at Maharajpore and Punniar ; on the 20th 
both took place. That at Maharajpore was a combat of guns 
against infantry. The latter did their duty bravely, but our loss 
was severe. I inclose the ‘ Gazette ’ and despatch on these actions, 
in case you should not before have received them, Sanders fell in 
leading a party of the 40th against the guns. 

Yours sincerely, 

H, M. Dueand. 


Camp, Hirdoon : February 1, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I only received here to-day your letter of 
December and of January 9. I very much regret the state of your 
health ; but I still trust you may be able to remain and to perfect 
the good work you have begun. 

You give a sad picture of tho state to which maladministration 
has reduced your provinces. I always believed things were going 
very wrong there, but I had no idea they were so bad. 

I am afraid my going to the Tenasserim coast would be miscon- 
strued by the Burmese and load them to expect aggression, while I 
could not satisfactorily do much in a very short time, and I could 
only bo absent for a very short time under any circumstances. 
Under present circumstances I cannot venture to leave this part of 
India. 

You will have heard that our campaign was of one day ; I am 
now on my return to Calcutta, having settled all at Gwalior. I 
have sustained a great loss in Col. Sanders.^ 

If there should bo at any future time a prospect of our having 
more important operations to carry on, I will, if possible, have you 
with mo. 

I have made every proper representation with respect to your 
having promotion for your services after April 7, 1842. I can do 
no more than I have done. 

I shall be very anxious to hear how your health is after your 
voyage to Tavoy. 

I have written to Mr. Bird about your having a steamer. I 
thought you had one. 


® Col. Sanders, of the Bengal 
Engineers, has been more than onoe 
mentioned in these pages. He had 
served in Afghanistan, visited and 
surveyed Herat, had distinguished 


himself at tho taking of Istalif, and 
at the time of his death was Deputy- 
Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Military Department. 
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I hope the arrangements I have made will enable the Madras 
Government to execute the original intention of relieving their 44th 
Regiment now with yon. I have been obliged to place at the dis- 
posal of the Madras Government the regiments I had brought np, 
or was bringing np, to the Nerbudda. One of them mntinied at 
Jnbbnlpore, and I am stronger withont mntinons troops than with 
them. It is very inconvenient, however, to have to place Bengal 
troops there jnst now. I want them all, or may do so. 

Let me have a good account of yonr health, and I shall then feel 
satisfied that all the affairs of yonr Government will go on well in 
time. Believe me, my dear Broadfoot, 

Yonrs very sincerely, 

Ellei^bokough. 

Broadfoot’s friend John Malcolmson, to whom most of the 
letters from Jalalabad were addressed, died on March 23, 1844. 
A few words respecting his services may be permitted. He 
entered the Madras Medical Service in 1823, and before long 
distinguished himself in his profession, and became known as 
a man of considerable scientific attainments. 

In 1833 he won a prize of 500 rs., given by the Madras 
Government for an essay on hcriber%^ an obscure but distress- 
ing and virulent disease. 

As a geologist he was thus described by the late Hugh 
Miller : ‘ A man of high scientific attainments and great general 
knowledge. Above all, I found him to possess, in a remarkable 
degree, that spirit of research almost amounting to a passion, 
which invariably marks the superior man.’ Darwin pronounced 
that there could not be a higher authority on the geology of 
India. 

He left the army in 1840, and joined the house of Forbes 
and Co. in Bombay, his brother being a partner in the London 
house Forbes, Forbes & Co. In 1842, he became secretary 
to the Bombay branch of the Royal Asiatic Society ; in 
February 1844, he went to examine the valley of the Tapti, 
caught jungle fever from over exposure, and after nearly a 
month’s illness died. 

The decoration of the Order of the Bath, to which Broad- 
foot had been admitted for his services with Sale’s brigade, 
was thus transmitted and acknowledged ; 

® Compare Yule’s Glossary, p. 66. 
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My dear Major Broadfoot, — I send you the decoration ’l^CjihoJ 
Order of the Bath, which his Eoyal Highness Prince Albert, acting 


Grand Master of the Order, has transmitted to me for you. 

If you and I could remain in India some years, I thinh I should 
have a similar duty to perform more than once. However, I am a 
civil governor, and I ought to wish the golden age may return, when 
there will be no more wars. Yours &c. 

Ellenbokough. 


Maulmain : April 10, 1844. 

My Lord, — I liave had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s 
letter of the 1st ult. conveying the decoration of the Order of the 
Bath, transmitted to your Lordship for me by his Eoyal Highness 
Prince Albert, acting Grand Master of the Order ; and I beg that 
your Lordship will be so good as to convey to the Prince, and 
through his Eoyal Highness to her Majesty, my dutiful acknow- 
ledgments of the honoiu- so graciously conferred on me. 

At the same time I request your Lordship to accept my thanks 
for the and flattering terms of your letter. It adds another 
to the many obligations under which you have laid 

Your Lordship’s &c. G. Beoadfoot. 

It is necessary to advert briefly to the quarrel which 
existed between the Governor-General and the Court of 
Directors. As in most quarrels, there were faults on both 
sides. Lord Ellenhorough’s reforms, though for the most part, 
if not entirely, wise and honest, were rendered unpalatable 
to the Directors by the tone of the letters in which they were 
announced. He further did not exhibit a paternal solicitude 
for the interests of the Civil Service, and was credited with 
an undue bias in favour of army men. It is right that the 
Governor- General should select for the highest appointments 
the person best fitted to perform the duties, irrespective of 
whether ho be soldier or civilian. It is also right that in doing 
so the strictest impartiality between the two services, in all 
dealings in which their interests are involved, should be main- 
tained. 

On the other hand, the Court of Directors exhibited singular 
ungraciousness and pettiness in the endeavour to depreciate 
the great merits it was impossible to deny to Lord Ellen- 
borough’s administration. 
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A curious anomaly existed at that time in respect to the 
powers of the Court in connection with the Governor-General. 
The ordinary rule as regards any appointment is, that the 
power competent to appoint is competent to dismiss. 

An inferior power cannot dismiss a person appointed by a 
superior authority. In the case of the Governor-General, the 
Court could make the appointment, ^ subject to the approbation 
of his Majesty, to be signified in writing by his royal sign- 
manual,' ^ and countersigned by the President of the Board of 
Control. Ordinarily, therefore, they should have been under 
a similar restriction in the matter of recall or dismissal. 

For some unknown reason it was not so provided in the 
Act : his Majesty was empowered to remove any officer of the 
Company's service in India ; ® whilst in the next section, the 
liberty to remove, recall, and dismiss their servants, was pre- 
served to the Court of Directors.® 

The quarrel having become acute, the Court decided to 
avail itself of the power which was thus legally its own ; and, 
contrary to the wish of her Majesty's Government, decided 
unanimously on recalling the Governor- General. 

The following extracts from a large correspondence refer to 
this subject. 

The question of recalling Lord Ellenborough had arisen on 
more occasions than one ; but for various reasons had been 
abandoned or postponed. On April 6, 1844, Lord Eipon, who 
became President of the Board of Control in succession to 
Lord Fitzgerald, who died on May 11, 1843, informed Lord 
Ellenborough that the Court was tending towards recall ,* but 
that the Cabinet did not concur in their view, and would not 
share the responsibility. The Court complained of the tone 
of defiance which characterised certain letters, the spirit and 
tendency, of which were such as to necessitate a change in the 
Government of India. It was pointed out by the Cabinet to 
Lord Ellenborough that on more than one occasion he had 
expressed himself, in respect to the Court and its authority, 
in terms which were unnecessary, and could only excite irrita- 
tion. 

Inclosed in this letter was a memorandum from the Duke 

» IndiaBill, 3&4 William IV., dated ^ Jhid. Section LXXIV. 

August 28, 1833. Section XLII. « Ibid. Section LXXV. 
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of 'Wellington. In it he remarked that though aware of com- 
plaints against Lord Ellenborough’a conduct, policy, and de- 
spatches, yet he understood that the reasons against exercising 
the power of recall were so strong that even the most incensed 
members of the Court admitted the impolicy of using it. 

The Duke further expressed the opinion that there was no 
British subject more capable, or even as capable, as Lord Ellon- 
borough of governing India, and he considered the moment of 
his return from victory at Maharajpur as a most unfortunate 
one to select for his recall. 

On May 5, 1844, Lord Eipon announced to Lord Ellcn- 
borough hia recall, and that Sir Henry Hardinge had been 
selected as his successor. He also gave an outline of the views 
of the Court, and those of the Cabmet on the question. The 
Court complained of the tone of Lord Ellenborough’s letters, 
and of the numerous instances in which they had found it their 
duty to disapprove of his proceedings. In reply, the opposite 
view hold by the Cabinet was expressed ; the difficulties of the 
Afghan question, and the success with which ho had treated 
them, were mentioned ; in Sind,'* though the Court condemned 
the policy followed, her Majesty’s Government did not hold the 
same view, and confirmed Lord Ellenborough’s action; the 
solf-devotion to his many and arduous duties, and the personal 
disinterestedness exhibited in the exercise of patronage, wore 
commended ; and the opinion was expressed that the recall 
would be ‘ inconsistent with justice and sound policy.’ Tho 
Court replied that tho main ground of the measure they had 
resolved to adopt, was tho habitual disregard by Lord Ellen- 
borough of the nature of tho relation existing between him 
and them, and that his conduct was calculated to bring them 
into contempt. The various services performed by Lord Ellen- 
borough wore disparaged, and reference was made to the 
appointment of military men to divil and political employment 
as damaging to the interests of the Civil Service, upon which 
the internal administration, and consequently the welfare of 
tho people of India, so essentially depend. 

As soon as Lord Ellenborough heard definitely of his re- 
call, he wrote to most of the officers in a high position under 

* A current mot at the time was, must admit that he had sinned (Sind) 
that Lord Ellenhorough^s friends at last. 
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him, announcing the fact, and informed them that it would 
not cause a change of policy in dealing with important matters ; 
that his successor, Sir H. Hardinge, would continue the policy 
in force, and that the selection of Sir Henry was in all respects 
a fortunate one. 

His letters to Broadfoot on the subject may be appropriately 
placed here. 

Calcutta : June 17, 1844. 

My dear Major Broadfoot, — You will have heard that the Court 
of Directors have thought fit to recall me. My successor will carry 
out all my views. He is my most confidential friend, with whom I 
have communicated upon all public subjects for thirty years. 

I will not fail to make him acq[uainted with your merits and 
services. He will, I know, always place the most favourable inter- 
pretation upon your conduct, and give you full support. 

I must not wish you to return to England soon ; but whenever 
you do, you will, I feel assured, let me have the pleasure of wel- 
coming you home, which I shall do most heartily. 

Yours ever most sincerely, 

Ellenboeough. 

Barrackpore : July 5, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I have to regret that my sudden (but by 
me not unexpected) departure from India will prevent my seeing 
again in this country, and probably for a long time, many excellent 
friends I have had the good fortune to make here, and I regret this 
with respect to none more than yourself. 

You know my successor. Sir Henry Hardinge, only as a good 
soldier ; but you will find him a thoroughly straightforward man of 
business, doing justice to all, and supporting all who endeavour 
faithfully to serve the State as you do. 

I trust, and indeed have no doubt, that he will, on Mr. Bird’s 
departure in September, take the Government of Bengal into his 
own hands. 

Every success attend you where you are and in the field. 

Yours &c. 

Eelenbokotjgh. 

P.S. — I know you study your profession in books as well as on 
service ; and as you may not have the Archduke Charles’s military 
work, I send you the French translation of it, and hope you may 
some day have the opportunity of applying its principles. 

Attention is invited to BroadfooFs reply : making every 
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fair deduction for the influence exercised by Lord Ellen- 
borough’s personal kindness, enough remains, when the ho- 
nesty and ability of the writer are considered, to make it a 
strong testimony in favour of his Lordship’s administration. 
There are letters from many officers in high appointments 
which might be quoted in support of what is said by Broad- 
foot. Amongst the rest is one from Henry Lawrence, who was 
then Kesident at the Court of Nepal, and another from Sir 
George Pollock, whose testimony is of special value as regards 
the Indian army. In his letter, dated June 22, 1844, the 
following sentence occurs : 

The army of India owe to your Lordship a deep debt of grati- 
tude, which is not likely ever to be effaced from their memory ; and 
yet, I believe, only very few are informed of all your Lordship has 
done and has desired to do in their behalf. 

Maulmain River, steamer ‘ Enterprise : ’ July 3, 1844. 

My Lord, — A few days ago I heard the news of the unpre- 
cedented step lately taken by the Court of Directors. It would bo 
very presumptuous in me to give opinions in such a matter to you; 
but one thing I may be allowed to say, which is, that no power 
whatever can recall the glory of your short but memorable ad- 
ministration — memorable beyond all precedent since Marquis Wel- 
lesley’s, exceeding that in glory, for, difficult as was liis position 
on reaching India, what was it to yours ? 

My Lord, I was then in a situation which made me weigh well 
our chances, and I know what India and Britain owe to you. 

There is no treason, nor is there disrespect to the many good 
men who doubtless belong to the party opposed to you, in saying 
that they have fallen into bad company. There is not an idle, a 
corrupt, or incapable man in India who will not rejoice at your 
departure ; and setting aside those blinded by corporation feelings, 
there are few, indeed, who look on a just, able, and vigorous govern- 
ment here, as essential to the happiness of India and the power of 
England, who will not grieve over it. 

For myself, the kindness I, unknown, without connection, or 
interest of any kind, have received at your hands no doubt sways 
me. Yet, setting that aside, I feel deeply the injury your removal 
must cause here. I found here corruption disgraceful to the 
British name ; supported by you, and by you alone, I grappled with 
and overthrew it partially ; and now, just as some of the reports of 
this incredible corruption are going up together with reports of 

p 
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lowered taxes, increased receipts in the treasury, improved police, 
and friendly relations with our neighbours, I hear that the author 
and sustainer of all this good is removed in a way not only calcu- 
lated to [make], but which already has made, men again hope 
for a renewal of their pillage, who lately did not hope to escape its 
punishment. 

I feel every confidence in Sir Henry Hardinge. His own cha- 
racter, and the Cabinet which sends him, demand that. But how 
can he have the familiarity with India, and that intimate knowledge 
of its administration and relations, which can make him independent 
of those who, by long prescription, regard a Governor-General, who 
will be more than their speaking trumpet and pen, as a usurper ? 

I had announced my belief that in a few years these provinces 
might cease to be a burden to Bengal ; bnt I think that time is now 
far postponed. Still regretting this, I shall ever look on it as a 
great honour to have been the instrument, under you, of arresting 
the evils in progress, and showing the officers of Government here 
a system which, for the future, they cannot venture (^uite to 
abandon. 

As to yourself, who have raised an empire in two years from the 
verge of despair to unequalled prosperity, every attack will but show 
your contemporaries the fullness of glory which otherwise only pos- 
terity might have known. And I hope all this will tend to make 
stni more sure the destiny I have always looked on as yours, viz. 
that of guiding the momentous change of 1854.® If that year were 
not so near, I should predict that the East India Company them- 
selves would yet vote you statues and rewards, as they did to Clive, 
Warren Hastings, and Wellesley, whom, also, they first thwarted 
and persecuted. 

I ought to apologise for so long troubling you, but having begun 
I could not help expressing something of my feelings. 

Believe me, my Lord, with gratitude and respect greater than ever, 
Your Lordship’s most faithful servant, 

G. Bboadfoot. 

With reference to the appointment of military men to 
posts previously held by civilians, Lord Ellenborough, in a 
letter to Lord Eipon, remarked that it was desirable at Maul- 
main that the ‘ office of Agent or Commissioner should be held 
by a military man of known judgment and experience/ who 
might be trusted ‘ to lay before the Government a sound and 
correct view of the actual state of affairs, and may avoid 

® The reference is to the expiry of the charter in that year* 
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creating unnecessary alarm by exaggerated reports of coming 
dangers, while he, at the same time, remains free from the 
unsuspecting coniidcnce which might produce yet more in- 
jurious results.’ 

Surely if this was true of Tenasserim in 1844, it follows 
that if we wish for security and strength in the newly acquired 
province of Burma, the administration should ))c in the hands 
of a shilled soldier, who would, on occasion arising, direct the 
movement of its garrison. In after years perhaps, when the 
peoidc are reconciled to our rule, the appointment may, with 
safety, be permitted to swell the list of prizes which are held 
to be ordinarily the rewards of successful civil servants. 

In adverting to the instances in which a military officer- 
had been substituted for a civilian, Lord Ellenborough 
wrote : 

The honest energy, the fixedness of purpose, and the untiring 
activity with which Major Broadfoot has applied himself to the 
investigation, the exposure, and the correction of the flagrant abuses 
which had grown up under civil management in the province of 
Tenasserim, can surely not have incurred the disapproval of the 
Court. 

That officer’s former acquaintance with Tenasserim, and his 
position as one of the most distinguished officers of the Madras 
Army, recommended him to me as a very fit person to be placed at 
the head of the administration of that province, garrisoned by 
Madras troops. The personal communication I afterwards had the 
advantage of having with him, while he accompanied my camp 
from Ferozpore to Delhi, satisfied me that I was entrusting the 
province to one of the first men in the public service ; and I really 
do not know one civilian who could, on the ground of personal qua- 
lification, have advanced a special claim to the administration of 
a province whore nothing resembles what ho could have seen in 
India. 

These quotations arc recorded hero, not merely to show 
how well prepared Lord Ellenborough was to justify his selec- 
tion of a military man in preference to a civilian, but because 
of the high testimony to Major Broadfoot’s abilities and cha- 
racter which they contain. 

The last letter of Lord Ellenboroixgh, before he left India, 
from which quotation will be made, was written to Mr. Currie, 
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then his Foreign Secretary. It contains the following simple 
masims; with which many seem to be unacquainted. 

The first is : 

Do but one thing at a time. . . . 

Neyer make a demand you cannot at once support by an adequate 
force. 

Never take one step without having considered what your second 
is to be. 

The next letter, from Broadfoot to Miss Sutherland, ex- 
hibits another phase of his character in contrast with that of 
the stern reformer whose part he was then playing. 

Some of his remarks about the changes of fashion in India, 
and the typical old Indian, will be found interesting by those 
who have had more recent experience of life in that country. 

Maulmain : August 20, 1844. 

I came here with httle but the clothes on my back ; but a man 
must eat, and custom requires plates and dishes. Nay, modern 
Indian custom, introduced by steam, requires plates and dishes of 
china as in London. Having none, I borrowed from my Principal 
Assistant, Capt. McLeod, till I could get my own from Calcutta, 
This borrowed ware was sadly damaged, I fear, by careless servants. 
Now I want to make Mrs. McLeod a present of a nice set of china, 
say a dinner set for eighteen or twenty-four — eighteen, for they 
must not give large parties, unless there be a nice set not to be 
broken. If I send to Calcutta I shall have no choice ; indeed, if I 
were there, the choice is limited, and I might get down some taste- 
less enormity ait great cost. So I come as usual to you, and leave 
the whole to you. I know you will forgive the trouble, and I know, 
too, what I want will be better done than anyone else would do it. 
I seud by this opportunity an order on Forbes & Co. for 50^., which 
I hope will cover all. My own set is as follows : dinner set for 
twenty-four, cost 45L ; breakfast set for twelve, cost 20L Could I 
have waited to write home to you, I suspect that money, or less, 
would have given me something far handsomer, though it is quite 
good enough for me. I want to save money if I can. 

It is astonishing how India is changed since I saw you, and it is 
changing more every day. You may, perhaps, remember hearing 
of the rough way we lived. Now every mess eats from the finest 
china. My own is inferior to many of them hot-water plates still 
remain, however but the manufacturers now know this and make 
them. So also private families are in everything copying London. 
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Ten years back they would as soon have copied Pekin. Old Indians, 
such, for example, as Col. Warde, are now as rare here as at home. 
In fact, I doubt if in a short time one will be found out of the 
Oriental Club, which will become one of the London shows ; an 
Asiatic museum of the remains of extinct species. 

McLeod is an old friend of mine, and almost the only honest 
man I found hero ; but ho is a very honest and excellent man. A 
little too kind-hearted for the people he lias to deal with, and re- 
quiring some one with more — what shall I call it ? — obstinacy in him 
to support him ; and that is his only failing ; a very venial one in- 
deed, yet it has kept me on this coast when I would fain have left 
it to seek health. But he cannot stand alone, though with good ability 
and great zeal ; so now you know him. He is the son of a captain 
in a Highland regiment, hut his mother married Col. Sim of the 
Madras Engineers, of whom you will perhaps remember having 
heard. Excellent people all. 

Mrs. McLeod is the daugliter of a very kind old man I know in 
Calcutta, Dr. McLeod, the Inspector-General of Hospitals for the 
Queen’s troops in India. I knew her as Miss McLeod, when her 
husband was falling in and out of love with her, two or three times 
a day, according to an old bad practice of his ; and it would have 
come "-0 nothing, had not the poor old doctor suddenly died. . . . 
Poor Miss McLeod was left destitute ; but Willie, as her husband is 
called, forthwith did what I, then a thousand miles o& journeying 
to Afghanistan, said he would do : he found out he was over head 
and ears in love, and proposed and was accepted, married and a’, as 
Kitty’s song used to say ; and from aU I see, they are likely, as 
Kitty’s stories said, to live happy over after ; for, except that lie is 
from six to seven feet high, and she not much above half that 
length, they are excellently matched. They have 1,000L a year 
here ; but he was in debt, and she had nothing, so they are living 
very quietly to get clear. So now you know all about them, to 
the size of their hands and mouths, and can tell exactly what to 
send. 

And here is a sheet full of gossip. I must como home, I think, 
soon, or we shall not live long enough to have all the gossip out that 
is accumulating. 

I close this now without another word, as I hope to write again 
by this ship, though it be but a few lines. 

Ever 

G* Beoadeoot. 

I really do not know how you are to get it shipped ; perhaps the 
dealers will do that, paying freight and insurance. Address to 
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Capt. AV. C. McLeod, Principal Assistant to the Commissioner, Tenas- 
serim Provinces ; care of Messrs. Line & Co., Madras. They will 
of course send an invoice, and tell them to send a number or some- 
thing by which they will Imow how to supply breakages from time 
to time. 

It was told of CoL Sim, who is mentioned in this letter, 
that he wished the permission of the Marijuis of Tweeddale to 
piiU down an old wall which was past mending; the Marquis, 
however, accompanied by his Irish private secretary, Dr. Lane, 
dotez'mined to test the accuracy of his professional adviser by 
inspection. ^ I think it can be repaired,’ said the Marquis ; 

‘ what do you, think, Lane ? ’ ^ Certainly, my Lord, I quite 

agi’ee with you,’ the doctor repHed. ' Perhaps,’ said Sim, 
^ Dr. Lane would prescribe a spinster for it ! ’ 

The next letter, from Havelock, is the last of that part of 
Broadfoot’s correspondence which is included in the i)ci*iod 
during which he governed the Tenasserim Provinces. A few 
days after it was written, and probably some time before it 
was received, Capt. Durand arrived unexpectedly at Maulmain. 
He announced that Broadfoot had been appointed by Sir H. 
Hardinge as Agent for the North-Western Frontier, then, next 
to the Governor- General’s, the most important political post in 
India, and that he himself was to succeed to the vacancy thus 
created. 

Headquarters, Simla : September 9, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I was much gratified by the receipt of your 
letter of July 5, which, however, did not reach me until August 
22, and I was devising to make time from the midst of my avocations 
to write you a long letter, giving you the story of our short but bril- 
liant campaign beyond the Chumbul, when I heard from Sir H, 
Gough news that I hope will render epistolary communications 
uimeceasary between us. I trust he is not misinformed when lie 
tells me that he understands it is arranged that Col. Eichmond is 
to go to Luclmow, Durand to Moulmein, and that you, my friend, 
are to have the North-West Frontier. I cannot say how much I 
should delight in such a change both on public and private grounds. 

Doubtless you must have commenced upon many things on the 
Tenasserim coast, the completion of which you would rather carry 
on yourself than see it entrusted to any other hand ; but I should 
hope Durand would be an honest and able successor ; and, to put 
emolument out of the question, our North-West Frontier is the point 
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of all others the most attractive to a soldier. You are wanted there ; 
for not only is our information defective, hut Ool. Eichmond, though 
a very fair regimental officer, is by no means a man of calibre for 
such a charge, and an agent ought to be at Umballa who would 
communicate, in accordance with sound military views, with the 
Commander-in- Chief (whose task now seems to be to watch the 
frontier) on the state of affairs. So, if the news be true, I hope 
soon to see you in the West, and to have the opportunity of talking 
at large, instead of writing on a thousand matters in which we both 
take an interest. You must endeavour to see Marshman on your 
way up. My wife will bo happy to make your acquaintance, espe- 
cially after being disappointed of seeing you in 1843 at Serampore, 
though I fear she will not accompany me to the plains this winter. 

In case of the Sikhs coming across the frontier, it seems to be 
intended (between ourselves is this) to concentrate to meet them at 
Sirhind, a point, as it appears to me, much too far in advance. My 
own notion is that tJiere should be nothing at Ferozpore or Loodiana 
except within walls : that the force at Umballa should be increased, 
and that the point of concentration should be in rear again of 
Umballa. 

I consider myself favoured in having got the step of lieutenant- 
colonel for the Gwalior business ; and being far too poor to think of 
England, I have made up my mind, though with many regrets, to 
leave the old 13th, and am now major in the 39th. 

Believe me &c. 

H. Havelock. 



216 


cn. IX 


CHAPTEE IX. 

1843-44. 

Sir Henry Hardinge — Sketch of Punjab history and politics — Eanjit Singh — 
His chief officers and courtiers — Maharaja Kharrak Singh — Death of Kunwar 
Nao Nihal Singh—Indus flood in 1841 — Insubordination in the Sikh army — 
Murder of Maharaja Sher Sing and Baja Dhyan Singh ; accession of Duleep 
Singh — Col. Bichmond, C.B. — Hostile policy of the Darbar — Eeturn of 
Sardar Attar Singh to the Punjab— Sikhs piotest against the action of the 
Government of India — Suchet Singh’s treasure ; Capt. Saunders Abbott — 
Correspondence about the treasure— Maj or Broadfoot, C.B., appointed 
Governor General’s Agent — Dispute regarding village of Mowran. 

Befobe accompanying Major Broadfoot to the Punjab^ it is 
desirable to record briefly the previous services of the new 
Governor-General, who succeeded Lord Ellenborough on July 
23, 1844. 

Sir Henry Hardinge was born in 1785, received his first 
commission in 1798, and joined his regiment, the Queen's 
Eangers, at the early age of fifteen. He served under Sir 
Arthur Wellesley in 1808, and was present at the battles of 
Eoleia and Vimiera, where he was severely wounded. He dis- 
tinguished himself in the rear guard during the retreat on 
Corunna, and was with Sir John Moore when that gallant 
general was mortally wounded. 

The value of his services at Albuera is acknowledged by 
history. The occasion is thus described by Alison and 
Napier : 

In tliis extremity the firmness of one man changed the fate of 
the day, and in its ultimate effects, perhaps, determined the issue 
of the Peninsular War. While Beresford, under circumstances 
which not only justified, but perhaps called for the measure, was 
taking steps for a retreat, an officer on his staff, endowed with the 
eye of a general and the soul of a hero, boldly took upon himself 
the responsibility of venturing one more throw for victory. CoL, 
now Sib Henby Haedinge, ordered Gen. Cole to advance with his 
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division on tlie right, which was still fresh, and, riding np to Aber- 
crombie on the oxtronie left, ordered him also to bring his reserve 
brigade into action.^ 

The carnage was frightful, ‘ and then was seen with what 
a strength and majesty the British soldier fights.’ ^ The French 
at length gave way, and ‘ like a loosened cliff, went headlong 
down the ascent. The rain flowed after in streams discoloured 
with blood ; and fifteen hundred unwounded men, the remnant 
of six thousand unconriiierahle British soldiers, stood trium- 
phant on the fatal hilh’ ^ 

Col. Hardinge was again severely wounded at Vittoria, 
and was present in nearly every battle and siege during the 
memorahlo war. For Ida services he was made K.C.B., and 
was appointed to command a company in the Guards. 

When war broke out again, ho was attached to the Prussian 
army under Bluchcr as (iiiartermaster-General, and took a 
diatinguishod part in the battle of Ligny. Late in the after- 
noon his loft hand was sliattcred by a bullet, but he did not 
leave the field, and it was midnight before his hand was ampu- 
tated. Eongh treatment in the first instance caused much 
additional suffering, but he was able to rejoin the army in 
Paris. In acknowledgment of his groat services the King of 
Prussia, at a review at Bedan, decorated him with the Order of 
Merit and of the lied Eagle; and Wellington presented him 
with the sword from his own side. 

In 1821 Sir Henry married Lady Emily Jane, sixth 
daughter of the Marquis of Londonderry, and thus became 
related by marriagci to Lord Elleiiborough. He entered 
Parliament, and held office twice as Secretary of War, and 
twice as Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
That his services in the latter capacity were marked by 
honesty, ability, and devotion, is confirmed by his having en- 
dured the rancorous hostility of the Irish members, and the 
foul language of their loader. 

Sir Henry was the Duke of Wellington’s second in the duel 
with Lord Winchilsea. 

This brief and imperfect sketch of Sir H. Hardinge’s career 
is sufficient to show that his experience and qualifications as a 

* Alison, History of Europe, vol. ® Napier, Femmttlar War^ iii. 541 
viii. p. 321. to 648. 
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soldier were of a very high order ; as a member of Parliament 
and holder of office he has been described as of a temper warm 
but generous : ‘ Plain, sincere, straightforward, just and con- 
siderate; - . . understanding what he undertakes, and under- 
taking nothing but what he understands.’ ^ 

Such was the man who, when fifty-nine years old, under- 
took the duties and responsibilities of the G-overnment of India. 

A retrospective glance at the history and politics of the 
Punjab is no necessary, in order that events which happened 
whilst Major Broadfoot was answerable for the conduct of our 
relations with that country may be correctly appreciated. 

Examination of much information, collected with consider- 
able labour, appears to justify the division of the subject into 
three parts : 

L From the rise of the Sikh sect to the death of Maharaja 
Pianjit Singh, say from 1469 to 1839. 

IL From the death of Eanjit Singh to the murder of 
Maharaja Sher Singh on September 15, 1843; during which 
period the Sikh Government tried to maintain the traditional 
policy of friendship with the Government of India. 

III. From the death of Sher Singh to the outbreak of the 
first Sikh war. 

The necessity for keeping a digression of this kind within 
suitable limits, prevents more than a very cursory allusion to 
the events which fall under Parts I, and II. Yet they are of 
very great interest, and of such a nature as to lend themselves 
to picturesque description. 

The Sikh sect was founded by Guru Nanak, a true and 
sincere reformer of religion. He preached glory to God, 
peace and goodwill to man ; and endeavoured to reconcile 
Moslem with Hindu. For a time his attempt seemed to 
be successful ; but before long the increasing importance of 
the sect led to their persecution, and persecution to reprisal. 
The apostle of retaliation was Guru Govind, the tenth spiritual 
chief in succession to Nanak. He preached steel and its appli- 
cation to the Musalman, and altered the distinguishing title of 
his followers from Sikh (learner or disciple) to Singh (lion or 
warrior). 

After his death the Sikhs were separated into many parties, 

^ Calmtta BevieWt No. xvi. vol. viii, art. vi. 
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each under a Chief or Sarthlr ; but all were united as equal 
members of thelvhiilsa. The Khalsa is the eoinmonwealth of 
the Sikhs ; the word has for them a mystical meaning, salva- 
tion, equality, and government according to the principles of 
Guru Goviiid being implied. 

These ])artios Avei‘e united into a nation by the energy and 
talent of ilanjit Singh, about the commencement of the present 
century. 

For a time it was doubtful whether ho would bo content 
with conquests to tlui north and west of the Punjab, or whether 
he would dispute witli the English the sovereignty of India. He 
decided, however, to rusiraiii liLs soldiers from aggression in 
that quarter ; and once having made up his mind, he most scr u- 
pulously adhered to a ])olicy of friendship and trust in British 
moderation and honour. 

The position wa,s a delicate one, for although the Govern- 
ment of India was perfectly sincere in its desire to uphold 
Eanjit Singh’s power, tlua-o wore complications which under a 
loss determined and less sagacious ruler might at any moment 
lead to rupture. Of these the principal was that, although 
the Sutlej was the boundary between British India and the 
Punjab, the Maharaja had extensive estates on the British side 
of the river. He was tliercfore an independent chief on one 
side, and a jirotccted chief on the other side, of the Sutlej, 

In person Eanjit Singh was of short stature, blind of one 
eye, and marked by smallpox ; but evident energy and ability 
amply compensated for tlioso defects. He affected great 
simplicity in dress, whilst lie msistod on his courtiors being 
gorgeously arrayed. Ho was plain even to coarsenesB in his 
speech, and permitted great freedom in reply. Almost all 
Europeans who had iutorviows with him wore greatly struck 
with his intelligence and talent ; but perhaps the most re- 
markalilc quality ho displayed was an insatiable curiosity. 
Ho question C 3 d his visitors on every imaginable subject, was 
delighted when tboy wore confused or unable to reply, but 
was oven more pleased when the reply was apt. M. Victor 
Jacquemont, who travellod in India from 1828 to 1832, 
thus described him : 

Maharajah Euujet-Sing ost un vioux ronard pr^a de qui le plus 
r usd do nos diplomatos u’ost qu’uii innocent. . . . O’est un cauche- 
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mar que sa conversation. II est ^ pen prSs le premier Indien 
curieux que j’aie vu; mais il paie de cnriosite pour Tapatliie de 
toute sa nation. II m’a fait cent mille questions sur Unde, les 
Anglais, I’Europe, Bonaparte, ce monde-ci engendral etrautre,]’enfer 
et le paradis, Tame, Dieu, le Diable, et mille autres clioses encore.’ ^ 

He was illiterate, but had great respect for learning, and 
was most particular in his correspondence, especially with the 
Government of India, to weigh with care every important 
word or expression used by his secretary, Fakir Azizuddin. 

He was addicted to drink and debauchery, aiid lax to an 
extraordinary degree in the rule of his zenana. He had, as 
far as is known, only one son, Kharrak Singh, who bore a 
strong resemblance in face to his father, but the likeness ended 
there. There were other reputed sons, amongst whom may be 
mentioned Sher Singh, Tara Singh, Kashmira Singh, Peshora 
Singh, and Diileep Singh, of whom the Maharaja may be said 
to have adopted the hrst named. 

A few of the principal persons about Eanjit Singh must 
be introduced ; they will appear hereafter more or less pro- 
minently in Major Broadfoot’s letters. 

The most able and powerful men about the court were 
undoubtedly the Jammu brothers, Gulab Singh, Dhyto Singh, 
and Suchet Singh, to whom may be added Hira Singh, son 
of Dhyan Singh. 

Volumes might be written about these men, so eventful 
were their lives; but here the briefest description must 
suffice. Gulab Singh was a soldier, but possessed of much 
ability as a statesman. Dhyan Singh was a statesman, with 
many qualities of a soldier. Suchet Singh was a soldier 
only. Hira Singh in after times gave proof of both wisdom 
and courage. 

Fakir Azizuddin, originally a barber surgeon, latterly in 
charge of the correspondence with the Government of India, 
was a man greatly valued and respected by the Maharaja. 
He was simple in dress and retiring in manner, a master of 
style, conciliatory but of great energy, gifted with a retentive 
memory, and always ready with an apt quotation. 

Dxwan Dina Nath was a prominent figure during the de- 

^ Correspondance de Victor Jacguemont^ tome premier, pp. 363 et 374. 
Paris, 1833. 
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dine of the Sikh power. He was employed by Banjit Singh in 
matters of finance, which he managed with ability tainted with 
corruption. He was rich, hard-working, and accomplished. 

The Yaldls attached to the office of the Governor-Gcnerars 
Agent were persons of much importance. They were all of 
one family, and were well inclined towards the Jammu party. 
Bai Kishen Chand was the ablest of them ; he possessed great 
tact, cunning, and presence of mind, concealed under the 
disguise of a mild, deferential, and yielding manner. 

There wore many other persons who deserve to be termed 
conspicuous in the court of Eanjit Singh, such as Diwan Mokam 
Chand, Jemadar Khushhal Singh, Diwan Sawan Mall, Bhai 
Bam Singh, and Misr Beli Bam; not to mention the prin- 
cipal Sardars, such as Sham Singh of Atari; Fatteh Singh, 
Man; Desa Singh, Majithia, and his sons Lahna Singh and 
Banjul' Singh; the Sindbanwalia chiefs, and others; but the 
scope of this sketch does not admit further description. 

The principal foreign officers were Gen. Ventura, in charge 
of the infantry ; Gen, Allard, who commanded the cavalry ; 
and Gen. Court, who was chiefly employed with the artillery. 
Gen. Avitabile was a successful and unscrupulous ruler of wild 
savages, and isbest known as governor of Peshawar and Yusufzai. 

Eanjit Singh is said to have died on June 27, 1839, and 
next day his body was burnt outside the gates of the Hazuri 
bagh, on the spot now occupied by his mausoleum. He was 
succeeded by Kharrak Singh, from whoso weak hands his 
ambitious and able son, Nao Nihal Singh, soon endeavoured 
to wrest all power. Baja Dhyan Singh was the wazir or prime 
minister, and as long as his advice was followed the business 
of the State did not suffer ; but he was distrusted, especially 
by Nao Nihal Singh, Complications with the Government of 
India arose on the question of permission for our convoys to 
march m<l Peshawar to Kabul. The Court of Lahore was 
disquieted by the reports in English newspapers of the as- 
sembling of troops at Pirozpur, and they regarded with ap- 
prehension the expected return of the army from Afghanistan. 
They tried to oppose the march of our troops through the 
Punjab, and Mr. Clerk was sent to arrange the matter. The 
instructions given to him were explicit : the Government of 

Soo i:>, 14, note 4. 



222 


NAO NIHAL SINGH’S DEATH 


CH. IX 


India must have a safe passage for convoys and escort when 
necessary, but would restrict the number as much as possible. 
Maharaja Kharrak Singh's health was in a very weak state : 
his doctors prescribed ^ i)OHnded emeralds and other astringents 
and tonics/ but without good effect. He died on November 5, 
1840. After the cremation of his corpse, Nao Nihal Singh, on 
foot, accompanied by Dhyan Singh, and Miyan Udham Singh 
son of Gulab Singh, and followed by some servants, returned 
from performing the usual ablutions towards a gateway in 
which he sought shade. As he entered, it fell. Udham Singh 
was killed on the spot, Nao Nihal Singh was desperately 
wounded, and Dhyan Singh was slightly struck by the falling 
debris. Nao Nihal Singh never spoke again, and soon died. 

Eaja Dhyan Shigh at once sent for lumwar Sher Singh, 
the reputed son of Eanjit Singh, and, with the unanimous 
consent of the Khalsa, placed him on the throne, whence he 
was desired to rule in concert with the ministers and in some 
kind of conjunction with Kharrak Singh's widow, Eani Chand 
Kawar.® This lady did not approve of the arrangement, and 
succeeded for a time in causing Sher Singh to depart to his 
estates and quit the government. Her administration was 
weak, and her acts were those of a grasping and indiscreet 
woman. Bobbers began to infest the high roads, and in- 
subordination appeared in the army. 

In 1841 Sher Singh returned to Lahore, obtained the 
assistance of Ventura and some of the troops, and besieged 
the Eani in the fort or citadel, which was defended by Eaja 
Gulab Singh. His assaults were unsuccessful, but terms of 
evacuation were concluded, and the garrison, laden with the 
spoil of the treasuries, marched out unmolested. The Eani re- 
mained in the fort, and Sher Singh, after having been installed 
as Maharaja, went by advice of the Darbar ^ to call upon her and 
beg her pardon. The Eani rose to receive him, and, having 
seated him by her side, congratulated him on his succession 
to the throne of Lahore. 

® There is some obscurity regard- its feminine form is KunwAri. 
ing the use of the title Kawar, Kowr, ^ Darbdr or ckirhar, the court, or 
or Kooer, applied to ladies of a certain assembly of the chief persons of the 
rank. Kunwar is the title by which State, 
a Maharaja’s sons arc addressed, and 
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Insubordination among the troops was making alarming 
progress, and robbery and murder were daily committed in 
the streets of Lahore. The army acted under the direction 
of their panchayats or regimental committees. These were 
elected by the men, and to them were referred all important 
questions, such as what pay they should demand, where they 
would serve, and what officers they would obey. Later on 
they practically decided questions of government and policy, 
and appointed or dismissed those called by courtesy their 
rulers. In 1841 the mutiny had spread to Peshawar, and the 
road to Kabul was no longer safe. It will be recollected that 
the convoy of the wives and attendants of the royal families 
of Kabul, under an escort commanded by Oapt. Broadfoot, 
marched through the Punjab at this time. There is reason 
to believe that a number of the mutineers who threatened the 
convoy, perished in the extraordinary flood of May 1841, 
caused by the bursting of an obstruction or dam in the Indus, 
the result of a landslip on an enormous scale. As far as we 
have been able to discover, the dam lasted for at least two 
months, when the accumulated waters of the Indus at length 
carried it away. The consequent flood was of unprecedented 
magnitude, and disastrous in the extreme. Trees, villages 
and their inhabitants, and even the surface soil of a consider* 
able tract of country, were swept away, and the desolation 
which resulted remains even unto this day.® 

In June 1842, Eani Ohand Kawar was killed by her slave 
girls during a temporary absence of the Maharaja from Lahore. 

The defence of Jalalabad attracted the attention of the 
more thoughtful in the Larbar, and did much towards re- 
moving the unfavourable impression caused by the disasters 
in Afghanistan. On one occasion, when a courtier made 
some remarks disparaging to British power, Eaja Dhyan 
Singh replied, calling attention to the fact that there were but 
a thousand of our troops in Jalalabad, yet how bravely did 
they oppose Muhammad Akbar. They had saved the place 

« Tho information regarding this the Makpon-i-shagron, a considerable 
flood rests greatly but not entirely on distance up-stream of Acho, near 
tradition. High-water marks have which place the obstruction happened, 
boon observed. In July 1847, Lieut. He estimated tho high-water mark ta 
Balph Young, B.hl., saw distinctly bo forty feet above tbe ordinary high- 
tho high-water mark of this flood at level surface of the river. 
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simply by their own courage, and were again holding it in 
force. Similarly he alluded to Kandahar, and told his anta- 
gonist that he did not at all comprehend the courageous 
character of the British. 

In an evil day for himself, Maharaja Sher Singh listened to 
the advice of the Indian Government, and consented to be re- 
conciled with the Sindhanwalia Sardars, and to reinstate them 
in their possessions. They evinced their gratitude by murder- 
ing him and his son Partab Singh, a youth of great promise, 
on September 15, 1843. On the same morning, and by the 
hand of Ajit Singh, Sindhanwalia, who had killed Sher Singh, 
fell Baja Dhyan Singh, the wise wazir of the Punjab. Hira 
Singh his son, and Suchet Singh his brother, determined to 
revenge his death. The former gained over the troops, the 
latter led them, and the fort of Lahore, in which Ajit Singh 
had taken refuge, was captured. Hira Singh was enabled to 
lay the head of Ajit Singh at the feet of Dhyan Singh’s 
widow, Eani Pathani, who had declined to bmm herself till 
she had obtained that satisfaction. When that was accom- 
plished, she said, ‘ Now I am fully satisfied ; now I am ready 
to follow my lord and husband ; ’ and added, turning to Hira 
Singh, ‘ I will tell your dear father that you have acted the 
part of a brave and dutiful son.’ Having spoken thus, she 
calmly mounted the funeral pyre and perished in the flames. 

Duleep Singh, a mere child, whose birth had been con- 
sidered of BO little consequence as not to merit report to the 
Agent till some years after its occurrence, was proclaimed 
Maharaja. 

Part HI. of this sketch of Punjab history must be de- 
scribed at greater length, for Major Broadfoot was one of the 
most conspicuous actors in its stirring scenes. 

In June 1843, Col. Eichmond, C.B., an officer who had 
served with distinction in the war in Afghanistan, was selected 
by Lord Ellenborough to succeed Mr. Clerk, whose reputation 
as our Agent and Envoy was deservedly great. The selection 
was not entirely fortunate ; the Colonel had no special know- 
ledge or experience of the kind of work he was called upon to 
perform, and was moreover in bad health. In his private 
remarks on the appointment, Lord Ellenborough did not ex- 
press the certainty, which he sometimes recorded, that he had 
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got the best possible man for the place ; ho said it was the 
best he could do at the time, and he trusted that the appoint- 
ment might turn out welL'^ He sent Col. Eichniond instruc- 
tions to the effect that the British Groyernment desired to 
adhere to the policy which it had all along followed, and to 
maintain the relations of amity which had so long subsisted 
between us and the Sikh nation. He considered that the 
presence of the Sikhs as a strong and friendly nation between 
the Indus and the Sutlej was most beneficial, and greatly to be 
preferred to contact with Afghanistan. At the same time, he 
pointed out that all the news from the Punjab indicated an 
early dismemberment of the Sikh State, and that therefore, in 
common prudence, defensive measures must not be neglected, 
and information which would bo of use if war were forced on 
us must be collected. 

In Lahore affairs were very unsettled. In October 1843 
the Jammu party were in the ascendant, Hira Singh being 
minister. Against him were arrayed the Sikh chiefs as a 
body, and Eani Jind Kawar, or Jindan, as she was commonly 
called, the mother of Duleep Singh. But the real power had 
passed from the rulers to the army. Hira Singh was greatly 
under the influence of Pandit Jalla, an able and vigorous man, 
dreaded and disliked by the chiefs, whose wealth ho taxed for 
the benefit of the treasury. He was also the prime mover in 
the anti-English policy. He foresaw that the time must como 
when he could no longer raise money to satisfy the rapacity of 
the army, and believed that his chance of safety then was to 
incite the soldiers to march against tho British. At first the 
Khalsa penetrated his design, hut afterwards they were so far 
guided by him that tho troops marched out to ICitna Kachha, 
one of the stages on the road to Pirozpur, This was the first 
patent departure from the traditional policy of Ranjit Singh. 
Sardar Fatteh Singh, Man, appealed pathetically against tho 
innovation. He referred to tho benefit the Sikhs had derived 
from maintaining friendship with the British, and deprecated 
the adoption of any measures which indicated suspicion, or 
might be considered provocative of war. And he asked the 
Darbar to weigh his words well, and with the respect to which 
he was entitled on account of his age of seventy-fivo years, 

® p. m. 
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and of his services to the State. It was of no use ; the Sikh 
troops were inarched still nearer to the Sutlej, and Pandit 
Jalla urged the generals to send men to Pirozpur to tamper 
with the fidelity of the sepoy regiments. 

When Lord Ellenborough heard this, he desired that our 
friendly attitude should be reaffirmed, but accompanied by a 
plain warning that if one Sikh soldier crossed the Sutlej in 
hostility, the aggression would not be forgiven. The Agent’s 
reports at this time exhibited the acts of the Sikhs in the most 
favourable aspect, and unduty blackened the characters of the 
Jammu Eajas, a process which was unnecessary. These letters 
had the effect of eliciting from Lord Ellenborough expressions 
of horror at the revolting crimes and atrocities by means of 
which Hira Singh had raised himself to power. That opinion 
was based on a misconception of the case. The atrocities by 
which Hira Singh had risen to the highest position under the 
Maharaja, could not with proiiriety be laid to his charge. PTis 
father had been murdered by the conspirators, and he, a young 
and somewhat effeminate man, aippealcd to the troops, and, 
with a remarkable amount of skill and determination, avenged 
his father’s death. That Hira Singh was much better than his 
neighbours it would be idle to assert, but neither was he worse. 

The Sikhs were superstitious, and there were evil omens 
in the camp of their army, which had moved towards the 
British frontier. Their tallest flagstaff was broken in a storm, 
and the tent of Miyan Labh Singh, one of their commanders, 
was literally torn to pieces by an infuriated elephant. 

Bhai Gurmukh Singh, who had latterly exercised consider- 
able influence over Sher Singh, and who is believed to have 
directly recommended Ajit Singh to murder Dhyan Singh, 
and Misr Beli Earn, who was generally opposed to the Jammu 
party, mysteriously disappeared when Baja Hira Singh came 
into power. ^ 

It is probable that they were included in the punishment he 
dealt to his father’s murderers, and that the Bhai deserved his 
fate : no direct evidence regarding their death has been found. 
MisrBeli Earn was for a long time in charge of thetosha kh ana.^ 

* Calcutta Bcvieio, August 1844, Government or State presents given 

art. V. p. 500. or received, 

* Tosha khdncL^ the repository of 
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It lias been recorded that attempts to tamper with the 
fidelity of the East India Company's sepoys had been ordered 
by Pandit Jalla; whether resulting in part from these it is 
difficult to say with certainty, but serious insubordination was 
manifested by certain sepoy regiments which were ordered 
to proceed from Eirozpur to Sind. Prompt measures were 
taken, and the mutiny was arrested. 

Eaja Hira Singh for a time seemed to be so securely seated 
as minister, as to afford a reasonable prospect of stability for 
the Government. Sardar Jawahir Singh, the drunken and 
debauched brother of Eani Jind Kawar, had tried to supplant 
him, but was seized by the troops and imprisoned. 

These appearances, however, were deceitful; the troops, 
the real masters of the situation, were determined to exercise 
their power, and Eaja Suchet Singh openly encouraged Kash- 
mir a Singh and Peshora Singh to revolt. 

Pandit Jalla had greatly offended the chiefs by taking 
every opportunity to line them and resume their estates, in 
order to supply the treasury. He now fell under the wrath of 
the army, who discovered that though he constantly professed 
his devotion to them, and though it did not appear that he 
had recommended reduction in their pay, yet he had secretly 
advised Hira Singh to save money, and reduce the power of 
the troops, by not filling up vacancies as they occurred. 

At the Darbar four delegates from the panchayats appeared 
and said that they came on the part of the whole Khalsa to 
him, Eaja Hira Singh, who regarded himself as a very Em- 
peror ; that the order of the Khalsa was as follows : After 
recapitulating events since Slier Singh’s death, they said that 
now Misr Jalla had been made wazir, a man guilty of conduct 
the most atrocious and debased. The Khalsa had pointed out 
these things, but Eaja Hira Singh had closed his cars, there- 
fore were they displeased. 

Hira Singh observed that they should put forward their 
wishes plainly in the form of a petition. 

The delegates replied tliat they were no petitioners, but the 
bearers of the message of the Khalsa; they addressed petitions 
to no one except to the throne. They again directly formulate.d 
their complaint, and the Eaja deprecated their anger, and con- 
fessed himself grievously in error. The delegates said he must 
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surrender Pandit Jalla, Shekh Imamuddin, and Lai Singh; 
and that if he hesitated or refused, he would himself he seized. 
The Eaja promised compliance, and the delegates departed. 

Pandit Jalla, a clever fearless man, seeing this state of 
feeling, remarked, that when they could no longer control the 
army, they must send it to plunder the English; to which 
Eaja Hira Singh replied, that would undoubtedly be the final 
act. Lord Ellenborough expressed his concurrence with the 
Eaja, that war with the British would probably be the result 
of the present anarchy, and that therefore preparation was 
prudent. On March 27, Eaja Suchet Singh with a small force 
arrived at Lahore. He had been led to expect that the army 
would join him against his nephew; and when he found out 
his mistake, with characteristic rashness, he and his small 
band determined to oppose Hira Singh with twenty thousand 
men and artillery. First he allowed all those of his followers 
to go who desired to do so, and then, with the equally brave 
Eai Kesri Singh, at the head of some sixty or seventy men, 
he charged the Sikh army, and perished. 

The immediate result was that Hira Singh became still 
more dependent on the will of the soldiers. 

The next event of importance, one of the very few eases in 
which the Sikh Government had a just cause of complaint 
against the British, was that Sardar Attar Singh, Sindhan- 
walia, who had taken refuge in the cis-Sutlej states, was per- 
mitted to leave them with a considerable band of followers, 
and join Bhai Bir Singh, Kashmira Singh, and Peshora Singh, 
who were encamped on the north side of the Sutlej. Eaja 
Hira Singh, with great promptitude, turned the mistake of 
not restraining Attar Singh to good account. He pointed it 
out to the Khalsa as evidence that Attar Singh had the sup- 
port of the British : he expressed great regret that the Bhai, 
whose religious character and position caused him to be much 
venerated by the Sikhs, should meddle with State affairs, and 
by leaguing himself with the enemies of the Khalsa forfeit its 
protection. He also protested formally against the action 
of the Government of India in allowing this known enemy of 
the Lahore Government to leave their territory in order to 
disturb the peace of the Punjab. 

Hira Singh's appeal to the Khalsa was successful. They 
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listened to his imj^eachment of the Sindhanwalia chiefs, to 
his denunciation of them for having invoked British aid, and 
said that they were the servants of the Maharaja, and were 
ready to march to Delhi. The Eaja replied ; ‘ First punish 
Attar Singh.’ 

Lord Ellenborough pointed out the impropriety of not 
having detained Sardar Attar Singh, and prevented his crossing 
into Punjab territory to stir up strife. For future guidance he 
informed the Agent, that if satisfied that a person was pro- 
ceeding through our territory with hostile designs against 
Lahore, he was empowered to use any degi'ee of compulsion 
required to prevent his purpose. 

The Khalsa army marched from Lahore and came up with 
the rebels near Sarehali, which is on the road from Amritsar 
to Harike patan.^ An effort was made to detach Bhai Bir 
Singh from the others, in order that he might not be involved 
in their ruin. It was unsuccessful, and the Khalsa trooi^s pro- 
ceeded to do their duty. Their superiority in numbers was 
so great that the issue could not for a moment be in doubt. 
Attar Singh, Kashmira Singh, and the Gruru were slain ; 
Peshora Singh escaped, it is believed, before the commence- 
ment of the slaughter. 

The death of the Gmm by violence made a great impres- 
sion on the minds of the superstitious Sikhs; the troops 
engaged were thereafter called Gurumar; ^ and when, shortly 
afterwards, they suffered severely from cholera, it was con- 
sidered to be a Divine punishment for thejr sacrilege. 

There was another question, regarding the early treatment 
of which, the Government of India was not as fortunate as 
usual, Eaja Suehet Singh, shortly before his death, sent a 
considerable amount of treasure, said to exceed fourteen lalchs 
of rupees in value, then approximately equal to 140,000Z., to 
Firozpur for safety. 

Capt. Saunders Abbott, who was Assistant Agent at Firox- 
pur, on hearing that the treasure had been discovered, went 
immediately to ascertain its amount, and provide for its safe 
custody. 

He found it buried in three huge copper vessels, one of 

® Fatan {joiittun) is the word used ford, 
in the Punjab to denote a ferry or * Slayers of the High Priest. 
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which only was opened. In this were fotind 63 brass lotas or 
vases, supposed to contain gold, closed with lead on which tho 
Eaja’s seal was impressed. Gold mohurs ® were visible through 
two defective seals. A guard having been placed in charge of 
the treasure, next morning Capt. Abbott had it dug up in the 
presence of the Lahore Vakil and others. There proved to 
be seventy lotas of gold and thirty bags of silver ; the former 
were sent to the magazine treasury, and the latter to the old 
treasury. So far good ; but unfortunately, in a communication 
from the Agent, the Darbar were led to expect that the treasure 
would be made over to them on aiDplication. This reply would 
seem to have been the result of regarding questions between 
the two Governments mainly from a Sikh point of view, with 
which in reality we had little concern; and neglecting to con- 
sider as the primary matter how they were affected by British 
law and custom, which must he held to guide the action of the 
British Government and its agents. From a Sikh point of 
view, the reply was perhaps correct ; for they considered that 
they were entitled to the property of a subject who had been 
killed in a rebellion. They further held that they were the true 
interpreters of their own laws, and could best decide to whom 
the treasure belonged ; that as no British subject claimed the 
treasure, it unquestionably belonged to a subject of the Lahore 
State; and that such subject could communicate with the 
British Government, or Agent, only through his own Govern- 
ment. 

The Governor- General regretted that hopes had been held 
out to the Darbar that the treasure would be made over to them, 
as it seemed to belong to Eaja Suchet Singh's heirs. It is 
Qseful to record that at the time to which this sketch of 
Punjab history has been brought, viz. the end of July 1844, 
Lord Ellenhorough had been succeeded by Sir Henry Har- 
linge as Governor- General, and the latter was therefore re- 
sponsible for the orders of the Government of India hereafter 
quoted. 

In due time a letter from the Maharaja was received by 
the Agent, in which his Highness asked that the treasure might 
je made over to him in order that he might give it to those 
lO whom it belonged, Eajas Hira Singh and Gulab Singh. 

* A coin, value sixteen rupees. 
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The Agent recommended comj)liance, as a means of getting 
rid of a troublesome question. The G-overnor-General con- 
sidered it necessary to take a legal opinion as to the course 
he should follow. He therefore referred the question of law 
to Mr. Cameron, saying that he would be glad to get rid of 
the treasure, and asking if he could with propriety follow the 
course proposed by the Agent ; or if he should not, before he 
parted with the treasure, have a document from the owners 
intimating their acquiescence. 

Mr. Cameron pronounced in favour of the latter proposal, 
and an order was sent to the Agent to explain this, and the 
views of the Grovernment of India on the subject of the treasure, 
to the Maharaja. He was also desired to inform the heirs or 
owners, Gulab Singh, tlira Singh, and Suchet Singh’s widow, 
that unless they at once came forward and claimed it, the 
money would be paid over to anyone named by Maharaja Duleep 
Singh. In conclusion, the Agent was directed not to part with 
the treasure until he had received not merely the reply of the 
Lahore Government, hut the orders thereon of the Government 
of India. The foregoing instructions were issued on August 10. 

After a considerable lapse of time the Agent reported that 
Suchet Singh’s widow had claimed the treasure directly, and 
Gulab Singh indirectly ; and that in consequence he had not 
addressed the Maharaja, as desired. 

This was an unfortunate error calculated still further to 
complicate the question, already unnecessarily involved by the 
admission previously mentioned. 

The Governor-General was naturally surprised and dis- 
pleased. Explicit orders were sent to the Agent to write forth- 
with to the Maharaja, and explain that the delay was caused 
by his misapprehension ; he was to add that as the widow 
had claimed the treasure, it could not be given up without her 
sanction or that of her adopted child, Gulab Bingh’s son. 
Further, he was told to express the regret felt by the Governor- 
General in Council, that obstacles had arisen to the imme- 
diate transfer of the treasure ; but the British Government was 
under legal obligations not to transfer the property without 
the consent of the parties to whom it belonged. 

It is necessary for the elucidation of much that will follow 
to explain thus at length and precisely what took place regarding 
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this treasure; the course followed by the Governtaent of India 
with respect to it has been alleged as one of the causes of the 
outbreak of war. 

With the correspondence here referred to, was a despatch 
reporting the arrangement whereby 'the services of Major 
Broadfoot, O.B,, have been substituted in the Agency of the 
North-West Frontier for those of Lieut. -Col. Eichmond, whose 
state of health obliged him to apply for leave of absence on sick 
certificate to proceed to sea.’ 

Another matter, not in itself very important, must be ex- 
plained, as briefly as possible, because the action and orders 
of the Government of India regarding it have been set forth 
as Sikh grievances against the British. 

This was whether the Eaja of Nabha was justified in re- 
suming his part of the village of Mowran, which had been 
granted through Eanjit Singh of Lahore to one Dhanna Singh, 
a subject of the Nabha State. 

It appeared that the Eaja of Nabha had given his part of 
the village to Maharaja Eanjit Singh ; but the gift was invalid, 
because the Eaja, a protected chief, did not inform the British 
Government, nor obtain their consent. The Eaja became dis- 
pleased with either Dhanna Singh or his son Hukm Singh, 
who was in the Sikh service, and desired to resume the gift, 
Mr. Clerk recognised his right to his own half of the village, 
but feared he might, in resuming his own, seize the other 
half, which belonged to Patiala. The Eaja asked- the Agent if 
he might resume the gift, and the latter replied, as he seems 
to have considered, evasively, to the effect that Mowran ap- 
peared to belong to Nabha, and that if the Eaja pleased he 
could take it back. The Eaja did not consider this at all an 
evasive answer, and acted accordingly. He collected troops, 
took the village by force with some loss of life, and seized such 
property as belonged to Hukm Singh, who had succeeded his 
father. « 

The Lahore Darbar remonstrated; the Government of 
India upheld the right of the Eaja of Nabha to resume his 
village, but desired that he should compensate Hukm Singh 
for the loss of personal property, unless it should appear that 
force was not used till peaceful means to resume the village 
had failed. 



CH. X 


233 


CHAPTER X, 

1844. 

Sir H. Hardinge to Lord EUenborough— Frontier arrangements — Letters eon- 
gratulating Broadfoot on his appointment~His first interview with the 
Lahore Vakil^ — Diplomatic fencing — The frontier — Suchet Singh’s treasure 
— Village of Mowran — Letter to Lord EUenborough— Lahore news — Baja 
Hira Singh’s policy — Eani Jindan — Mangla, the slave girl — Flight and 
destruction of Hira Singh — Anarchy at Lahore — Broadfoot’s orders to his 
Assistants — Instructions from the Governor-General — Sir H, Hardinge to 
Lord Elleziborough : Punjab affairs— Broadfoot’s reports — Letters from 
Sir H. Gough and Sir Charles Napier. 

Before proceeding with the private and other correspondence 
during Major Broadfoot’s tenure of office as Governor-General’s 
Agent, a few extracts from a letter written by Sir Henry Hardinge 
to Lord EUenborough will be made ; they are interesting as 
showing the matters which at the time chiefly occupied the 
attention of the Governor- General. 

Sir Henry wrote very fully and with great regularity, con- 
sidering the stirring events of the time, to Lord EUenborough 
about the more important matters, civil and military, with 
which the Government of India was concerned. The letters 
are now of great value and interest, as events are described 
with greater freedom than is compatible with official reserve, 

Calcutta : September 17, 1844. 

My dear Lord Ellonborough, — We ^ are expecting our English 
mail every hour ; and before we are in the hurry of despatching our 
answers, I may as well give you the outline of what has passed since 
you left us. 

I have appointed Col. Richmond to Lucknow, Broadfoot to the 
North-West Frontier, and Durand to the Tenasserim. The latter 
I sent off hy steamer, and I expect Broadfoot every day. 

On the North-West Frontier I am in corrospondenee with Gough ^ 

^ ‘ We ’ may moan the Governor- ® Sir Hugh Gough, Commanier- 
General and his Staff, or the Governor- in-Chief in India. 

General and his Council 
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to get all our troops of horse artillery and batteries in complete 
order ; and we propose to send four companies of Europeans, 
picked men, to fill up vacancies, and weed the old and infirm. 
The same weeding must take place in the infantry, where we have, 
on an average of a thousand men, two hundred unfit for active 
duty. . . . 

We are in the greatest want of infantry barracks on that 
frontier ; we can only concentrate five and a half battalions, m- 
cluding Meerut, which is eight days, forced marches, from the 
frontier. 

We must have barracks for another wing at Loodhiana, and an 
entire battalion either at Ferozpore or near Sirhind. The first is 
somewhat too forward, and I have written to Gough to say I am 
determined not to build at Ferozpore, at the inesent Moment, on 
account of the alarm which it would create, and that I am anxious 
to treat the Lahore Government with all the friendly consideration 
which good faith and a desire for peace can require. Agra and 
Cawnpore can only hold a regiment each, making seven and a half 
infantry regiments of Europeans. In the event of military opera- 
tions, two of these would have to march long distances from Cawn- 
pore and Agra to the Sutlej, and the remainder could not be brought 
up till the season for military operations was nearly over. 

Unless you had built the barracks at Kussowlie,® Subathu, and 
Umballa, any concentration of a European force would have been 
impracticable. Another battalion and a half are absolutely necessary 
to insure a vigorous use of the force at the disposal of the Government; 
and in this, as in other eases, I cannot, if I were so disposed, but 
assent to the accuracy of your military judgment. 

There are appearances of dissensions, likely to lead to blows, 
between the Heera Singh party and the hill tribes under Goolab 
Singh. But Eichmond gives us nothing but the reports from the 
newswriters in the Durbar, and we shall have no very open demon- 
stration until the dussehra.'^ . . . 

September 21. ... I expect Broadfoot every day. ... Sir George 
Pollock arrived yesterday, and was sworn in.® 

I will keep this open for the last hour. Sir G. Pollock is very 
decidedly of opinion that Ferozpore is the true point for a barrack 
for a thousand men ; the foundations are already laid. A wing at 

® Kasauli as now officially spelt. yearly expedition. See also Yule’s 

* Dasahr d,i'he ten days’ festival at Glossary, p. 250 . 
the beginning of October, after which * As military member of the 
the Bikhs usually set out on their Governor- General’s Council. 
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Loodliiana is absolutely necessary ; tliere is great inconvenience in 
having a Queen’s regiment with one wing on the Sutlege and the other 
at Meerut, nine days’ march asunder. 

As may be supposed, Broadfoot received many letters of 
congratulatiun on being appointed Agcnt.‘^ The office was at 
the time one of the most important in India after that of the 
Governor-G eneral. 

Major Lawrence, afterwards so well known as Sir Henry 
Lawrence, wrote as follows : 

Nepal; October 24, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot,— I have more than once thought of writing 
to you at Maulmain', but now that you are again a Bentjake, I must 
give you a line to congratulate you, which I do heartily, on the 
honourable post you have obtained ; it is one that if offered to me X 
should have been proud to accept ; as it htis Qiotj I am very glad you 
have got it, as I am sure you will do it full justice, and a noble ffeld 
it is for an energetic man. 

Ihopo your health is good; give me a line and tell me about 
yourself. This is a delightful place as far as climate, idhmBS^ 
salary &c. goes ; hideod, if 1 could be content to do nothing, it would 
bo preferable to aiiytliing in India ; it came very opportunely to me, 
for my health was such that I must have gone homo ; I am now 
much better. Yours &c, 

H, M. Laweence, 

The next is a fragment frona Lieut. Orr, who had been, it will 
be recollected, adjutant of Broadfoot^s BapiJors. It commences 
thus in the middle of a sentence ; 

... on being in the finest appointment in all India. I look upon 
your situation, in regard to importance and responsibility, as being the 
next only to the Govcrnor-Gonoral of India, and I was not a little 
proud and gratified to see my former loader appointed to it. I hope 
your health keeps bettor than it used to do, and that I shall see you 
some day Governor of the Punjab. 

From Mr» Cameron to Major Broadfoot. 

Calcutta : November 2, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, . . . The Governor- General said the other 
day that he had at first supposed you to be rather too prone to war; 
but that his intercourse with you had convinced him that ho was 

® Governor -Genoral’s Agent on the North-WoBtoxn Frontier, is the complete 
title, 
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mistaken, and that he had now full confidence in your discretion 
(or words to that effect) ; he said this at the council table in a 
manner that led me to suppose it was meant for me to hear and 
perhaps to repeat. 

From Vincent Eyre to Major Broadfoot 

Gwalior : November 7, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, — Welcome to Bengal again ! May your 
shadow increase ! 

You have made a giant’s stride from south-east to north-west, 
I wonder whither in the world your next stride will take you. 
I wish our friend Colin Mackenzie were employed in the same 
Agency. 

The writer proceeded to bring to notice the services of 
Husain Khan, who is mentioned in Lieut. Eyre’s 'Journal 
of Imprisonment in Afghanistan ’ as having displayed devoted 
heroism when Colin Mackenzie was besieged in the Kila i- 
Nishan Khan at the breaking out of the insurrection, and who 
had not been adequately rewarded. 

The ceremonial visit of the Sikh chiefs and other local 
celebrities to Major Broadfoot is Said by Mr. Gust, who as an 
Assistant to the Agent was present, to have been a very striking 
and picturesque scene. 

At any time a crowd of Punjabis is a much brighter sight 
than an ordinary crowd of Hindustanis ; for, apart from their 
superiority in physique, the colours which they affect, especially 
in their turbans, contrast most favourably with the prevailing 
dirty white, with which is mingled occasionally the equally 
dirty but more sacred shade of terra cotta worn by certain 
priests, which is characteristic of an ordinary crowd south of 
the Punjab. 

On an occasion of this kind the contrast is even greater. 
The chiefs were semi-independent, and had retainers of their 
own, some resplendent in armour ; whilst elephants, camels, 
and horses, with highly ornamented howdahs and saddles, all 
added to the general effect. 

Broadfoot’s knowledge of the languages of India was un- 
usually exact, though of course not equally so in each language 
or dialect. Thus in what is called Urdu and in Persian he was 
proficient. He could speak and understand both, even to the 
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niceties of the languages, and could read an ordinarily written 
petition, or a letter from the Lahore Darhar, couched in the 
flowery language of the East, without the assistance of a 
munshi. He was thus enabled to dispense with the presence 
of an interpreter, and to receive natives alone and listen to 
their information, which was more readily and freely given in 
the absence of inconvenient witnesses. 

He considered his knowledge of Punjabi deficient, which 
cannot be thought remarkable by anyone conversant with 
that dialect, when the short time during which he had an 
opportunity of learning it is t^iken into account. There are 
indications in his correspondence that his familiarity with it 
was rapidly increasing. 

One of the earliest reports he made to the Grovernment of 
India, was of his first business interview with the Lahore 
Vakil or agent, Kai Kishen Ohand. 

It would have been a curious sight to see the wily Oriental, 
guarded as he believed on all points, gauging the character 
and abilities of the new Agent with whom he would have to 
deal; watching carefully for the smallest sign of weakness, 
whether m want of knowledge of the language and its delicate 
capacity for convoying more, to tho mind than what reached 
the ear ; or in want of al)ility, skill in argument, or courage 
resting on the complete assurance of support from his Govern- 
ment. The Vakil also no doubt reckoned on comparative 
ignorance of Lahore affairs on the part of the new Agent ,* he 
himself having for many years held his present post. 

The interview is fully described in a letter dated November 
11, 18d4, the substance of which will now be given. 

The Vakil commenced business by mentioning some matters of 
routine of small importance, which, he said, he concluded were 
known to the Agent, as he had mentioned them to one of the 
Assistants. This of itself was a rather ingenious and wholly native 
mode of ascertaining the relations which existed between the 
Agent and his Assistants, and the amount of power and influence 
the latter were likely to enjoy. 

The Agent replied, that the matters referred to had not been 
mentioned to him ; that he was very busy and had little time to 
listen to current rumours even from his Assistants. The Vakil then 
said, that he presumed he need not speak to anyone but the Agent 
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himself. The latter answered that lie was at liberty to speak to 
everyone he pleased ; hut tliat no value was attached to anything 
save what was communicated in the proper way from the Lahore 
Darbar to the Governor- General’s Agent. ‘ In that case,’ said the 
Vakil, ‘ I can speak freely and mention everything, a course which 
the Darbar will approve, when it is directly to yourself.’ This 
preliminary over, the Vakil mentioned that the announcement of 
Major Broadfoot’s appointment had been received in Lahore, and 
that a letter would come soon on the subject. He intimated that 
even the appearance of (quarrel between Eaja Hira Singh and his 
uncle Eaja Gulab Singh had vanished ; whereupon the Agent con- 
gratulated the Vakil on the prospect thus opened of firm rule in 
the State, at which the Governor- General, as a well-wisher, would 
be pleased. 

The Vakil next mentioned his own long connection with the 
Government of India as the agent of the Lahore State, which had 
extended over a period of thirty-five years. He further referred to 
Broadfoot’s knowledge of the Punjab, of its chiefs, and especially 
of its army, and to the march of the convoy of Shah Shuja’s wives ; 
but said that, though his confidence in us was as great as Eanjit 
Singh’s, still the Agent would not be surprised to learn that ho 
(the Vakil) got angry demands for explanation regarding our military 
preparations. ‘ But,’ he said, looking earnestly and anxiously at 
Broadfoot, ‘ I replied, that from my long knowledge of the English, 
I was prepared to say they would not attack an old ally,’ especially 
under present circumstances. 

The Agent replied that he Imew the circumstances, and was 
aware of the Vakil’s appreciation of the British ; that in the 
latter Eanjit Singh was pre-eminent, and see how he rose from a 
simple Sardar to he Maharaja of Lahore ; whilst, on the other 
hand, observe Holkar, who would not rely on us. Where was he 
now ? and what had not Eanjit Singh risen to ? and how steadfast 
had been our friendship ! The Governor- General was anxious it 
should so continue. 

The Vakil then assured the Agent that order had been intro- 
duced into the State, and that Eaja Hira Singh greatly esteemed 
the Governor-General, and had a great regard for his Agent : to 
which the latter replied, that when governments are friendly, their 
servants must be friends ; that the Governor- General had the sin- 
corest friendship for the Maharaja, and that the Agent recollected 
with pleasure his acquaintance with Eaja Hira Singh. The Vakil 
then mentioned his official intercourse with Mr. Clerk, whom he 
could trust, and who always spoke without the intervention of any- 
one, as they were now doing, and who assured him of the sincerity 
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of our good wishes. ‘You,’ he said, ‘ were intimate at that time 
with Mr. Clerk, and no doubt felt the same, and can give similar 
assurances.’ I told him I could ; Mr. Clerk’s and my feelings 
were friendly, both from inclination and duty ; but we were only 
servants : what was more to the purpose, I could assure him of the 
Governor- General’s earnest wish that friendship might continue. 
I told him that he might, on my word, seal a declaration to that 
effect. 

He expressed great joy and said: ‘But you better than any 
man know our army, can remember events, and have exercised 
forbearance.’ I said, ‘ I perfectly know and remember, and so do 
you and we ; but all men know, and must in no circumstances 
forget, that our bank of the Butlej is sacred. Those whom we are 
bound to protect we will protect. I did exorcise forbearance, but 
there was a line beyond which it could not go, and never has gone ; 
and that was the sacrednoss of the frontier. Ranjit Singh never 
forgot this, and no one must hope to neglect what so old a friend 
kept so scrupulously in mind.’ 

He said this was all just, and that all earnostly desired to 
respect the frontier, and no doubt it would never be violated. I 
told him tliat its violation was a thing not to be spoken of : it was 
too absurd to be contemplated. Ho said it was, and the matter 
dropped. 

The Vakil next brought forward the cases regarding Suchet 
Singh’s treasure, and the resumption of Mowran ; he stated that 
the Lahore Government was dissatisfied with the decisions at which 
our Government had arrived in both cases ; that with regard to 
the treasure, Col. Richmond was a wise man, and had advised his 
own Government well, and the Darbar greatly regretted that wo 
had not followed his advice. 

‘ I answered that the Colonel’s ill health and speedy departure 
had prevented me from becoming acquainted with much of his 
opinions ; but in the present case this mattered little, as I had tho 
orders of Government, which I was not only bound but glad to 
obey, for I considered them wise and just ; that it was the very 
knowledge of our uprightness which had induced Suchet Singh to 
put his money in British territory, instead of in his own forts ; 
that British territory was, in this way and for this reason, the 
asylum of those oppressed, or who felt distrust ; that Suchet 
Singh was not the only one who had thought justice inviolable in 
British territory, and I asked him to say where in the Punjab and 
the protected Sikh states not only suspicion, but utter dismay, 
would cease, if for the first time property was given up by t]ae 
British to any but those believed to be the rightful owners. I 
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asked him if the very demanders of the money would not feel this, 
if gratified ; for they knew fortune was inconstant, and if the 
British territory gave no refuge, where were those engaged in the 
struggles of hfe to look ? 

‘ The Vakil looked as if he agreed, and said nothing ; but he 
could not conceal his satisfaction, as he has much of his own 
property, as nearly every man of eminence in the Punjab has, 
invested^ as a resource in case of need. 

‘ In such a case, I told him, Ranjit Singh would have made no 
such demand, but would have assisted the heirs to get the property 
and bring it to Lahore, when he would have taken his measures. 
He laughed, and said that it was true,’ 

The Vakil, after a fruitless attempt to get Broadfoot to assist in 
maldng a new reference to Government on the subject of the 
treasure, tried whether he could more successfully work the 
Mowran grievance. Again he proceeded to quote opinions alleged 
to have been those held by Col. Richmond. 

‘ I stopped him by saying when once a matter went to Govern- 
ment, subordinates’ opinions were of no consequence ; that in the 
matter of lapses on this aide of the Sutlej, the Government of India 
was supreme.’ 

He complained that compensation had not been paid, and asked 
the Agent to read all the records connected with the case, and see 
if he did not then conclude that the Governor- General had arrived 
at a wrong decision. 

The Agent assured him that compensation would be paid, and that 
he would carefully study the case ; but that the Governor- General 
did not decide till after fuU and deliberate inquiry, and therefore 
the VaMl must hold out no hope to his court of a reversal of the 
decision. 

The Vakil said that Suchet Singh’s treasure was a trifle, but 
that the question about Mowran was a serious affair. 

To this the Agent replied, that whatever concerned the happi- 
ness of subjects, or the intercourse of governments, was serious, 
and was always seriously considered by our Government. 

It may be imagined that after this fencing the Oriental diplo- 
matist retired somewhat impressed with the skill of his opponent. 

The following letter to Lord Ellenborough contains an out- 
line of Punjab news at the time. The last paragraph being 
partly destroyed, restorations are shown in brackets. 


^ In British territory. 
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Amballa : November 18, 1844. 

My Lord, — I have foolishly delayed writing in order to write at 
length on some matters, until I have now scarcely time to write 
at all. 

Having an impression that objection had been taken in some 
quarters to my appointment to the Tenasserim coast, or at any rate 
to its results, blown only through the local press, which was hi the 
hands of corrupt public servants, I was desirous of stating those 
results to your Lordship ; but they are now recorded before the 
Board of Eevenue, the Sudder Adawlut,^ and the Government of 
Bengal. What existed before maybe seen in the proceedings of the 
trials of Messrs. X and Z, and of the various inquiries at Tavoy. 

I have never been able yet to thank your Lordship for the 
Archduke’s work which Capt. Smith brought me down. I feel 
deeply the kindness which caused you to send it, and do not the 
less value that mark of it because it has been so speedily followed 
by another of a different kind. I thank you also for the flatterin''' 
letter which accompanied the work, though I fear even were I able 
to command armies as they ought to be commanded, the hope is 
not to be cherished ; the course of the service places sufficiently high 
rank at too great a distance. 

My appointment to this situation I cannot but consider as being 
as much due to your Lordship as if directly made by you ; for to 
Sir Henry Hardinge I was, of course, unknown, save through your 
Lordship. My only anxiety is, that I may be able to do justice to 
the nomination. I took charge on the 1st inst. Col. Eichmond 
much broken in health, left on the 3rd. Heera Singh and Goolab 
Singh have become in appearance reconciled ; the latter having 
submitted and sent his son as a hostage to Lahore ; but liis previous 
intrigues were probably never discontinued, at any rate they have 
produced a serious revolt in Moozuffurabad and the other hill states 
bordering on Oashmeer. It has taken the form of a religious war, 
and the insurgent peasantry have overpowered several Sikh garri- 
sons. In the mean time the Lahore rulers had begun vigorously to 
confiscate the jageers ® of the greater chiefs, wlio are all therefore 
malcontent ; and the restoration of discipline in the army had also 
been attempted ; the regular troops about the capital are therefore 
discontented. It 'will require no ordinary ability, means, and 
fortune for the present rulers to escape dangers so various and 

® Sadr addlat, till 18G2, in Calcutta Glossary, p. 053. 
and in tho N.W.P. the chief coiiYt of » Mgir, a grant or aaaignmont of 
appeal from the iliatrict courts. Yule's land and its revenue as annuity. 
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great. They show, however, much promptitude and energy, and 
these do much. The whole Mahomedan population of the West 
is excited, and little is wanting to make revolt beyond the Jhelum 
general, which would at once bring in the Afghans. The death, 
also, of Dewan Sawun Mull, the able ruler of Mooltan, removes 
another guarantee of stability, so that the danger to the Sikh 
empire was probably never so great as at this moment. 

Still I think we shall, perhaps, be able to preserve peace for the 
present. All rational men in the Punjab fear a quarrel with us, 
and will seek to avoid offence ; and on our side, though there is in 
general a desire for war, yet the considerations I find in one of 
your Lordship’s letters to my predecessor are weighty indeed; for 
war here should be no half measure ; that would but prolong and 
double every evil. We must go to the top of the Himalayas, or 
stop in a false position ; but once across the Punjab we enter on 
that great mass of unmixed Mahomedanism which extends from 
the Indus to the Mediterranean. To this we imdoubtedly must 
sooner or later come ; but whenever we do, we cannot stop, and 
going on in such countries is only just less ruinous than stopping. 

[Cap] tain Durand I was delighted to [find] my successor in 
Tenaaserim ; the fittest man in India for [the situa]tion, able, and 
benevolent. The [provinces] will, in a few years, [pay their] 
expenses, [and] eventually add to the general wealth and strength ; 
and this is undoubtedly your Lordship’s work. [I h]ave written 
this whils[t] the [camp is setting] out for Loodeeana, where at 
present [I remain]. I address this to the House of [Lords, where it 
wiU be] sure to find your Lordship. [I] shall continue to write occa- 
sionally. If your Lordship wiU, however briefly, [reply and say] 
you have not forgotten me, for whom you have done so much, you 
wiU gratify [me] in the highest degree. From Sir Henry Hardinge 
I have received the greatest and most marked kindness. It is to 
you I owe it, and I felt on that account the more pleasure in it ; 
being more generally than any else but Durand known as an 
Ellenhorough man. 

Instead of sending mere translations of the newswritcrs’ 
letters, which were of little value without confirmation, 
Broadfoot forwarded to the Government of India a careful 
summary of the information he collected, both from news- 
letters and from other sources. 

In November and during the first half of December 1844, 
he reported that Eaja Hira Singh and Pandit JaUa were 
following a bold course, which if successful would tend to- 
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wards stability ; but it was at first encompassed by many and 
serious dangers. 

The Eaja and his adviser were trying to destroy the 
power and influence of the chiefs, and to restore discipline in 
the army. They had partial success. The Eaja managed 
the army, and is said to have brought it more under control 
than it had been since the reign of Maharaja Kharrak Singh. 

The civil administration of the State was managed by the 
Pandit, who, finding that expenditm*e exceeded income, de- 
clared that they must balance. By compulsory oflierings, and 
by means of fines, he replenished the treasury for the moment. 
But to preserve financial equilibrium either increased taxation 
of the people, or a reduction of the cost of the army, was neces- 
sary. In the former case there was the danger of rebellion ; 
and in the latter the probability was that the army would 
overthrow any government which did not meet its demands. 

Eaja Hira Singh’s policy failed at last, partly from un- 
controllable circumstances, and partly because success had 
made its authors underrate their remaining antagonists. 

The Sikh chiefs, seeing their destruction imminent, were 
strongly oi^posed to the Eaja’s measures. They found a 
powerful ally in ‘ the Maharaja’s mother, Jind Kawar, com- 
monly called Eani Jindan, erroneously pronounced Ohandan 
by many of our Hindustanis.’ She was very beautiful, 
and then quite young; she had been married, it was said, 
about 1835 to the sword and arrow of Eanjit Singh, She 
was very fond of Eaja Suchet Singh, and never forgave Hira 
Singh for his death, and that of the brave Eai Kesri Singh, 
Eaja Hira Singh seems not to have sufficiently appreciated 
her power and her talent. She was permitted to intrigue at 
her pleasure, and to rail unchecked at the ministry. 

A revolt in Kashmir was suppressed with a rapidity and 
vigour which would have done credit to any governnient- 

The Eaja, seeing the financial crisis at hand, sent for the 
officers of the army, and, in Barbar, explained to them the 
state of the case. He either convinced them of the necessity 
for retrenchment, or intimidated them to the extent required 
for the admission of such necessity. 

But the Eani, with, in this instance, a clearer perception of 
where the power lay, went to the men. Her brothers, and the 
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slave girl Mangla, visited the troops openly and gained them, 
so that little hope remained for the ministry. 

The Eaja and Pandit * had made enemies, dangerous and 
silent, who knew their counsels and precipitated the crisis. 
The secretariat of that Government is composed of men de- 
spised by the ignorant Surdars, but influential, and able with 
the cunning of a depressed class. At the head of them is 
Dewan Dinanath,’ who, offended by Pandit Jalla’s retrench- 
ment, secretly joined the other faction. 

The crisis was not long delayed. On November 17 and 
18, 1844, Eaja Hira Singh reviewed some of the troops and 
ordered the issue of pay ; but he discharged on the spot above 
600 men, and confiscated their pay. The boldness of this 
measure, and its contrast with his former prudence, inspired 
a suspicion that he meditated flight. 

During November 19 and 20, negotiations between the 
Eaja and the officers were in progress ; they were delayed, it 
was thought, in the hope of the arrival from Jammu of hill 
troops, with whose aid Hira Singh might emerge triumphant 
from his difficulties. 

But the Eani again appealed to the men ; she sent her 
brother and Mangla to the camps to say that her life was in 
danger ; ' and finding the troops still waver, she took the bold 
step of ordering out her tents in the night in order to join the 
army. The troops at once declared themselves her protectors,’ 
and some men were sent into the fort of Lahore. 

It was arranged that Eaja Hira Singh and Pandit Jalla 
were to be attacked in their houses on the afternoon of 
November 21. On that morning Miyan Jawahir Singh, son 
of Eaja Dhyan Singh, at the head of 7,000 men, set out from 
Jammu for Lahore. But that same morning the Eani with 
the young Maharaja, attended by her brother Jawahir Singh, 
Sham Singh of Ateri, and other chiefs, formally appealed to 
the troops, and asked whether Duleep Singh or Eaja Hira 
Singh was to be their king. The troops, with loud shouts and 
with bands playing, declared for Duleep Singh. 

The noise revealed to Hira Singh and Jalla that they had 
no time to lose ; they announced their intention of joining the 
Maharaja and his mother, but in fact mounted their ele- 
phants, crossed the river Eavi to Shahdera, and, joined by a 
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small body of their adherents previously sent across, retreated 
at once on the road to Jammu. 

As soon as this was known, salutes were fired, the Eani 
was congratulated, and Sardar Sham Singh of Atari with about 
6,000 men started in pursuit of the fugitives. Some of Eaja 
Hira Singh’s followers deserted him and joined in the pursuit. 
The Khalsa troops soon came up with the Eaja’s small body 
of hill men, attacked them, and put them to flight. Miyan 
Labh Singh, to give Hira Singh and Jalla more chance of es- 
cape, dismounted and fell fighting, after having killed five or 
six of the pursuers. The flight was continued for about four- 
teen miles from Lahore, when, finding their horses exhausted, 
Hira Singh, Jalla, and some others, dismounted and entered 
a village. When Sham Singh came up he set it on fire ; on 
which the pursued ^ came out and, after a desperate resistance 
of about an hour, were overpowered and slain. Their heads 
were carried into Lahore and exhibited hung in chains.’ 

Then all parties gave themselves up to rejoicing ; the 
prisons were thrown open ; fines were remitted ; increased 
taxes were reduced ; and for two whole days the Eani reigned 
supreme. 

Again the scene changed; debauchery and licence were 
followed by anarchy. The Eani repeated her experiment of a 
personal visit and appeal to the troops, but with diminished 
effect. They told her that Duleep Singh might reign, pro- 
vided he paid them as regularly as Hira Singh had done; 
whilst they significantly reminded her that Peshora Singh had 
prior claims to the throne, and recommended her to send for 
Sardar Lahna Singh, Majithia, to bo wazir, a man, as they 
said, who dared not lift his eyes in their presence. 

The Surdars all this time had to stand with joined hands as 
suppliants before the troops, and finally, with the terrified Eani, 
returned to Lahore amidst the laughter and hooting of the drunken 
crowd. 

By the latest accounts tho disorder of the troops was little abated ; 
they had even plundered a young woman of condition, about to bum 
as a suttee, and already at the pile ; tearing the rings with violence 
from her nose and ears. She was burnt praying for the ruin of the 
Sikhs, who stood by laughing. She was the widow of Heera Singh’s 
dewan, who perished with him. 
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About this time a messenger^ bearing news for one of the 
Agent’s Assistants, was seized by the Lahore Groverniaenty and 
his des23atches taken from him.. The impossibility of con- 
vincing the Darbar that the man was a private servant, and 
not an emissary of the Government of India, and the incon- 
venience likely to result therefrom, rendered it necessary for 
Broadfoot to issue an order to his Assistants forbidding them, 
without express sanction, to employ any agents whatever in 
the Punjab, and to recall every agent they might have there 
at the time. They were likewise desired not to correspond 
with parties in the Punjab or Afghanistan without sanction ; 
and if they received letters from chiefs, or other persons of 
these countries, they were desired, save in case of emergency, 
to refer the writers to the Agent. 

In another case it was reported at the Lahore Court that 
one of the Assistants had expressed to the Lahore Vakil 
attached to his office, sorrow for the fate of Eaja Hira Singh, 
indignation with Jalla, and other sentiments. ‘ The Agent, in 
asking what foundation there might be for the report, repeated 
his instructions that the Vakils with the Assistants were there 
purely for local purposes ; that if they spoke on any other 
matters they were to be referred to him, and Assistants were 
to abstain carefully from all expression of opinion on poli- 
tical subjects. The serious evils which might result were 
pointed out. An unguarded expression of opinion was never 
considered as private, but rather to be that of the Agent ; and 
when, as must often happen, the language of the Governor- 
General at some future time was found to be very different, a 
suspicion of insincerity or bad faith arose, as difficult to dispel 
as it was mischievous in its effects. These orders caused some 
dissatisfaction in the case of one or two of the Assistants, and 
it is not to be greatly wondered at ; for when, for any reason, 
discipline has been relaxed, and the reins of power and influence 
have dropped into subordinate hands, reform and rectification 
cannot be carried out without readjustment, which entails a 
loss of influence among subordinates, certain to be keenly felt 
if not resented. 

The instructions were, however, approved by the Govern- 
ment of India, and received the special commendation of the 
English Government. 
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The Agent further reported that the Sikh soldiers had 
extorted from the Darbar pay at the rate of 14 rs. a month, 
which was twice as much as the Company’s sepoys received. 
The probable evil effects of this contrast were predicted, as 
was also the impending collapse of the Sikh Government. 

Major Broadfoot was informed that this part of his despatch 
had received special attention, and it was observed that the 
state of affairs reported might lead to serious complication 
with the Lahore Government. 

He was reminded that the instructions as to the line of 
policy to be followed were explicit ; and it was intimated that 
he was expected to prove by his conduct that it was the desire 
of the Government of India to evince the strictest good faith 
with the Lahore Government, and that our recognition of the 
Maharaja was no empty form, but a measure by which we 
were prepared to abide. 

It was further remarked that the Agent’s proceedings were 
in perfect accordance with these principles. 

He was informed of the regret with which the news of the 
recent revolution had been received ; but it was pointed out 
that our position towards the nominal government of Duleep 
Singh was not thereby changed, and that our course must 
be plain and decisive. As long as the Maharaja retained his 
position, we must continue to act towards him with friendship 
and good faith, and abstain from interference with the internal 
affairs of his state. 

The frontier must, however, be maintained inviolate, and 
the measures taken by the Agent for its protection, and his 
correspondence with the Commander-in- Chief on the subject, 
were considered to be expedient, and such as to deserve entire 
approval. 

The following letter from the private secretary of the 
Governor-General to Major Broadfoot corroborates unofficially 
the stai 2 ^ent that his reports and measures were approved. 

Calcutta : December 7 , 1844 . 

My dear Major, — ^As I believe Wood has answered the letter you 
wrote to him a short time ago, I will not take up your time except 
to let you know, by Sir Henry’s desire, that be finds your reports 
on the state of affairs in the Punjab &c. most satisfactory, and quite 
refreshing after those of Coh Richmond. 
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From tHe last accounts affairs seem to be still unsettled there, 
although the period when any outbreak might have been expected 
has now passed. 

We are all going on as usual here. Mayne is married this after- 
noon. Yours &c. 

C. S. Hardinge. 

When the news of the revolution at Lahore, and of Eaja 
Hira Singh’s death, was received in England, the condition of 
the Punjab had attracted the attention of the Government, as 
the most important matter connected with India at that time. 
During the years 1842, 1843, and 1844, the Kabul disasters, 
and the victories of the armies under Generals Pollock and Nott, 
Sir Charles Napier’s victories, and the annexation of Sind; 
the short Gwalior campaign, and Lord Ellenboroiigh’s recall ; 
had occupied the somewhat limited attention devoted in Eng- 
land to Indian matters. 

Early in 1845, when the reports by the Agent, and the 
orders on them, of which a brief summary has been given, 
were received in England, the principles laid down, the lan- 
guage used, and the course pursued by the Government of 
India, were entirely approved. Gratification was expressed 
at noticing ‘ how thoroughly Major Broadfoot enters into 
the spirit of your instructions, and how judiciously he con- 
ducts himself in a crisis of much delicacy. This has been 
in no manner more strongly or properly evinced than in 
the observations made, and the instructions given, in his 
circular letter of December 18, 1844, and in the letter which 
he addressed to . . . his Assistant at Eerozpore on the 28th 
of the same month.’ 

The following letters from Sir H. Eardinge to Lord Ellen- 
borough’ are interesting. Part of the first letter is omitted, 
as in it events already described are recapitulated or pre- 
dicted, 

Calcutta : December 23, 1844. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough, — I received your letter of October 
30 in the bustle of making up our despatches for England. 

First, as regards yourself. I do not despair of seeing you in the 
Cabinet with Peel and the Duke, notwithstanding the failure of the 
first overture. It is not only in his department that a statesman 
has the power of useful distinction, but in the general affairs of the 
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Empire wliicli are discussed and decided upon in Cabinet. Rely 
upon it, you are made for public life, and will not be happy in a 
private station. At this distance between us it is useless to discuss 
matters of this description. 

You will be glad to hear that Durand succeeds admirably, as 
well as Broadfoot did ; whilst Broadfoot is in his element on the 
frontier. 

Calcutta : January 8, 1845. 6 a.m. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough, — The affairs of the Punjab are 
more unsettled than ever. Heera Singh and Pundit Julia have lost 
their hves and about 1,000 of their followers in the struggle. 

The army sold Heera for 300,000L and a rise in their pay to 
14 rs. a month, being exactly the double of the B.^ sepoys’ pay. 
This contrast, and the example of a large army in a successful 
state of mutiny, is the greatest danger we have to apprehend ; but 
I anticipate no immediate necessity for interference. We have 
20,000 men pretty well up for defensive objects, and 36,000 for 
offensive operations. I have sent Sir J, Littler to Ferozpoor. 
Broadfoot does admirably on the Sutlege. 

Forbearance will be pushed to the utmost limits justified by 
safety. The steamer has announced an earlier hour of starting, 
and I must close this hasty note or lose the opportimity. 

Ever &e. 

H. Habdinge. 

It was part of Broadfoot’s duty to keep the Commander-in- 
Chief and the principal military officers in his neighbourhood 
acquaintGcl with events on the north side of the Sutlej which 
might lead to a violation of the frontier, and consequent col- 
lision with our forces. He accordingly addressed Sir Hugh 
Gough, who was then in camp at Ambiila on a tour of inspec- 
tion, on December 24,^ and reported the recent disturbances 
at Lahore. He said that for the moment the Rani and her 
brothers wore the ostensible and active heads of the admi- 
nistration; but, though important events might arise from 
this change of government, yet it did not necessarily affect our 
relations with Lahore, and that he did not think there was 
more cause for anxiety now about the frontier than there had 
been for the past year. He further informed Sir Hugh that 
Capt. Nicolson had been desired to carry on his work at 

' B. : common abbreviation for ® This and the next letter have 
British ; here it may stand for that or been deciphered with difficulty from 
for Bengal. a nearly illegible rough draft. 
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Firozpur as usual, giving the customary shelter to refugees, 
but disarming them if they came in large bodies ; and that 
Gen. Gilbert had been asked to assist him should the necessity 
arise. 

To Gen. Gilbert he wrote as follows : 

Loodeeana : December 24, 1844. 

My dear General,— I know that with you I am writing more for 
form’s sake than from necessity, in order to say that the cou;p d'Uat 
which has taken place over the water is, as concerns us, a mere 
change of mmistry effected after the usual Asiatic method. 

There is no need for the present of more precaution on this 
frontier than is necessary at all times with such neighbours. That 
suffices to make surprise always impossible, and I know, from our 
former conversation, that you agree with me in thinking that with 
your force, supported as it is, nothing more is wanted ; and, indeed, 
I must repeat the expression of my gratification that we do agree 
on this point, for really the occasional fits of excitement or irritation 
provoked by any stir at Lahore produce effects anything but desirable 
on either side of the Sutlej, 

We can be perfectly vigilant without either showing or feeling 
fear ; and, if I may take the liberty of saying so, I rejoice at your 
being on this frontier, as it is a security for this sort of vigilance. 

Capt. Nicolson has been directed to permit fugitives to cross as 
usual to our side ; and should any large bodies of men come and 
refuse to disarm he may need your aid, which will, I know, be 
effectual ; but though its being called for is possible, it is unlikely. 

Believe me &c. 

G. Beoadfoot. 

This is SirH. Gough’s reply to the letter addressed to him. 

Headquarters Camp, Umballa : December 26, 1844. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I had last night the pleasure of receiving 
your private letter and note of the 24= th, and this morning your 
official letter announcing the official communication to you of the 
recent massacres near Lahore. It was just what might have been 
expected, when an attempt was made to restrain an unruly soldiery, 

I entirely concur in your opinion with regard to any open demon- 
stratioii of military preparation, and consider such demonstration, 
at the present moment, would be very prejudicial to the formation 
of a government in the Punjab. On the contrary, I have not made, 
nor do I intend to make, the slightest movement indicative of dis- 
trust on our part. The only change I shall make is that pf retain- 
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ing the 31st here until the actual arrival of its relieving regiment 
(the 62nd). 

I have again pressed on the Governor- General the expediency of 
placing a European regiment permanently at Ferozpoor. These 
frequent outbreaks may lead to a state of things requiring our in- 
terference, and the more European troops we have on the frontier 
the better shall we be prepared to act, especially at so detached a 
position as Ferozpoor, where there is no possibility of immediate 
support. 

I shall remain for some days here longer than I contemplated, 
to watch events, and shall be happy to hear from you as frequently 
as you conveniently can write ; aird I shall feel obliged for, and 
anxious to know, your opinions on passing events at a crisis of such 
importance to our future relations with the Punjab. . . . 

Believe me &q. 

H. Gough. 

Sir Charles Napier, Governor of Sind, who at this time 
was about to attack the Biigtis to punish certain acts for which 
they wore responsible, wished to obtain permission to march 
through part of the Multan territory, or to secure its closure 
against the Bugtis as well as against his troops. He accord- 
ingly addressed Major Broadfoot, and as the letter is a cha- 
racteristic one it is here reproduced. 

(Confidential.) Sukkur : December 28, 1844. 

Sir, — Will you allow me first to explain in a few words the out- 
line of what I am about ? The tribes in the Boogty hills, including 
the space between JPoolagee and Deyrah, have committed atrocities 
upon our frontier all the past year. These men I am trying to 
punish. My plan (it is yet crude, as certain circumstances may 
change my projects) is to enter these hills in two divisions, one 
from Poolagee, the other from the most northern point of our 
frontier (marked Bara on Walker’s map), while by an alliance with 
the Murroes, who have a blood feud with the Boogties, I shall bring 
them down on the Boogties from the north, or rather I am more 
likely only to shut the Murroe hills against the Boogties, for there 
is no confidence to he placed in these barbarians, though they are 
good fellows in their way. Thus you have my outhne [see next page] . 

Well, so far is simple; but there is a difficulty. The Ameer's 
territory runs up to Omercoie on tlie Indus, as marked in Walker’s 
map. But the late chief of Mooltan took from the Ameers this 
ground down as far as Kusmore, Now, I fear that the road to Doyrah 
from Kusmore runs through this hit of Mooltan terriiory. Of this 
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I am not stire. If I can avoid toucliing on the Governor of Mool- 
tan’s territory, I will ; indeed I must, unless he gives me permission ; 
lout I wish you to gain this permission for me if possible ; we shall 
injure nothing, pay for everything. If the Governor will allow us, 
ask him to send some one to meet us and attend us through his 
territory, and I should be glad that you would do this as soon as 
possible. 



I have been led to form this scheme only a few days ago, but I 
ought to have written sooner. However, it is time enough yet if 
you win be quick. I think I have a right to demand that if Mooltan 
refuses me leave to march through his territory, he should also 
refuse Beja Khan and the Boogties, who would fly from me in that 
direction. If one side is refused entrance, so should the other. 
This is according to the law of aU nations. If he acts honestly and 
equally to us both, he will do me all the good in the world, for he 
would put Simpson’s column at my disposal ! 

The only reason why I put ‘ confidential ’ at the top of this letter 
is, that it is as well to speak of these things as little as we can. I 
was obliged to enter into the outline to enable you to understand 
why I make this request and to interest you in my movements. By 
this if any difficulties arise you may be able to help me, and if any 
complaints are made you will easily answer them. Excuse this long 
story, and believe me to be &c. 

C. J. Napier, Major-General, 

Governor. 
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CHAPTEE XL 

1845. 

DocHno ol the Sikh Government— Letter from Sir C. Napier— Insubordination 
of the Sikh army— Courage of Eani Jindan— Effect on our sepoys of suc- 
cessful mutiny of Sikh soldiers— Governor-General’s memorandum— Scare 
caused in Lahore by the issue of certain orders by the Commander-in-Chief 
—Movement of Sikh troops towards the Sutlej— Interview between the 
Agent and the Vakil— Letter from the Secretary to the Government of India 
—Letter to Lord Ellonborongh: Punjab news — Relations between aGovernor- 
Genoral and Cominandor-in-Chief in India— Sir H. Gough’s letter about 
the orders he had given— Letter from Mr. Currie : the political situation — 
Inciuiry regarding disaffection among the sepoys— Overtures to the Agent 
from Gulab Singh— Letter from Sir 0. Napier : Bugtis defeated— Sir H. 
Hardinge to Lord Ellenborough : Punjab news— Instructions to the Agent 
— Letter from Gen. Ventura. 

The year 1845 is memorable as being the last of real Sikh 
indopenclcnco. Towards its close the Sikhs inyaded British 
territory, war was declared, and two battles were fought, the 
latter of which was the most desperate struggle in which our 
troops have ever been engaged in India. The correspondence 
which will he quoted or condensed will show the continued 
anxiety of the Governor-General to preserve relations of 
friendship with the Lahore State, and the steps taken in con- 
sequence ; it will also show how the Darbar, with the instinct 
of self-preservation, and in order to he relieved from the 
intolerable pressure of the insubordinate army, encouraged 
the troops to attack the British. 

As a letter from Sir Charles Napier closed the correspon- 
dence of last year, so that of 1845 may be commenced by 
another from the same pen. 

An officer serving in Sind had addressed one of Broadfoot’s 
native agents in a somewhat peremptory manner, desiring 
him to act in a matter affecting the traffic on the Sutlej in a 
way neither expedient nor in conformity with usage. 

Broadfoot, on being referred to by the native, gave him 
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suitable instructions, and then asked Sir C. Napier, who was 
Governor of Sindh, whether his subordinate’s action was 
approved by him, pointing out the objections. The matter 
is altogether too trivial to deserve any notice, but it serves 
to introduce a characteristic letter. 

(Private,) Sukkur : January 2, 1845. 

Dear Sir, — I cannot lose a moment in replying privately to your 
official of the 20th ultimo. I have only had time to get the Persian 

letter of Capt. translated, and I really have seldom read a 

more impertinent production. I know nothing of it, or what it 
means. It was unauthorised by, and unknown to, me. It is more- 
over perfectly out of rule, contrary to all the principles upon which 
I am acting, and to existing treaties, and also most offensive in its 
style. I beg of you to feel assured that such a letter never issued 
from my pen. 

You must, till you receive this, think me a strange being. I 
have demanded an official explanation of his apparently unwarrant- 
able conduct from Capt. , and it shall be forwarded to you when 

received. In the mean time allow me to thank you for the good 
nature and self-command which made you write to me with so much 

politeness ; when the letter of Capt. warranted your sending 

it on to the Governor- General without further ceremony, as a sam^ple 
of the Sinde correspondence. 

May I request of you to assure the native agent that I never knew 
of the letter, and that I beg of him not to consider me capable of 
writing, unprovoked, in such a style to any gentleman whether 
native or European, or to any man, be his rank what it may, in 
style so unbecoming and so injurious to the service ? 

Believe me &c. 

0, J. Napier, Major-General, 

Since I wrote to you about asking Mooltan for the leave to 
traverse a portion of his territory, I have heard of the new disturbance 
and confusion in the Seikli Government. I have, therefore, thouglit 
it unsafe (even with the Governor of Mooltan’s permission) to risk 
any collision with his disorderly gang. I have therefore broken up 
the camp at Suhzulcote, and ordered the Eundlecund Legion to 
continue its march to Sukkur, and I propose to enter the Boogtie 
hills at the [pass] ^ near Poolajee. These movements will begin in 
about a fortnight, I think ; but as yet I have no exact knowledge of 
where Beja Khan is. 

» The name is illegible in the original. 
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If any complaints reach you I beg you will reply distinctly that 
my movements are purely those of reprisal on the Boogties, the 
Doomldes, and Jackrannies ; which tribes have, during the whole of 
the hot weather, and without provocation, entered our territory, and 
murdered numbers of our people, plundering and devastating in all 
directions. C. N. 

The policy of distrust and unfriendliness towards the 
British inaugurated byEaja Hira Singh, and the gross insub- 
ordination of the army of the Khalsa, made the violation of 
the frontier a not improbable contingency. It was not expected 
that the Sikh army would cross, but it was thought possible 
that detached bodies of men might cross, either for thcjmrpose 
of plundering, or by degrees and so as to evade notice, of 
assembling a considerable body of Sikh troops on the British 
side of the river. The Agent therefore adebessed Major-Gen. 
Gilbert as follows : 

Should you hear of bodies of troops crossing the Sutlej, I 
request you will, if military prudence allows, take the following 
measures : 

If they have not my permission, they cannot be looked on as 
the troops of an allied state ; they can only be regarded as robbers 
or refugees. 

In either case, if they attempt to cross into the British territory 
; . . they should be disarmed if refugees ; and if not refugees, for- 
bidden to cross, and if necessary repulsed by force. 

If they cross into the protected territory, it will be better merely 
to watch their movements until you hear from me, except in the 
following case. If you think the crossing of the river by such a 
body compromises the safety of either of the frontier forces, and 
that you can by attacking such armed body save your own force, 
then you are justified in attacking them without waiting to com- 
municate with me. If the Government such men profess to serve 
is friendly, they must be rebels ; and if not, they are enemies ,* and 
in either case their destruction is a duty to ourselves and no dis- 
service to any friend. 

The Adjutant-General pointed out to Gen. Gilbert that 
under less urgent circumstances than those indicated by the 
Agent, the Commander-in-Chief desired that no offensive 
operations should be attempted unless success were perfectly 
certain. If threatened ho should remain on the defensive till 
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reinforced, and in a position to act with vigour, and to insure 
victory.^ 

The troops at Lahore showed their insubordination in a 
variety of ways. Sardar Attar Singh, of Kala, had succeeded 
Raja Hira Singh in charge of the army. His family were, before 
they became Sikh, by caste barbers. When the men of Ventura’s 
regiments brought the usual reports, they told him that the ad- 
ministration of justice by barbers was a novelty, and they recom- 
mended as a preliminary to hearing the reports, that he should 
send for razors and scissors for the beards of the Musalman. 
This was followed by such demonstrations of compelling the 
Sardar to resume the trade, that he mounted his horse and fled. 

They also completely controlled the Darbar, and are said, 
early in January, to have proclaimed Peshora Singh as Maha- 
raja ; but, on promise of a small increase of pay or a present, 
they recommended him to retire for a time. 

The Rani had more spirit than most of the chiefs ; she 
declared she meant to govern like Begam Samru ; and on one 
occasion, when the Darbar was terrified by a crowd of drunken 
and disorderly soldiers, she came out from behind her curtain, 
threw aside her veil, and addressed the people. The men were 
delighted, for she was young and handsome. But the effect 
was merely temporary. 

The Agent reported that the army used the Rani and 
Peshora Singh as two pumps of the treasury, the one in use, 
the other in reserve. 

The Rani, with the advice of some of the principal chiefs, 
made overtures to the British, through the Agent, for the 
restoration of order by our intervention. 

Broadfoot, in sending such papers for the orders of the 
Government of India, was very careful to insure complete 
secrecy ; so that those concerned or those who gave him in- 
formation should not on that account suffer. In a letter to 
Mr. Currie, then Foreign Secretary to the Government of 
India, he said : ^ You may perhaps observe that in most things 
you have my own handwriting or Gust’s. It is to this, and to 
my reading every paper except routine myself, and in cases of 

2 This letter was signed by Major tbe Amy ; now Eield-Marsbal Sir P, 
P. Grant, Deputy Adjutant-General of Grant, G.C.B. &c. 
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news putting them into the fire when read/ that he attributed 
the freedom with which natives supplied him with information, 
or consulted him about delicate difficulties. 

He mentioned that he wished to write about distrust 
among the chiefs caused, first, by unrecorded negotiations in 
Mr. Clerk’s time or previously, with the object of making them 
tributary ; second, by the very contrary course taken lately, 
of treating them as unfortunate sovereigns about to be 
laundered by a greedy Company ; third, by reopening cases 
once settled ; and fourth, by the jiublicity of the most secret 
documents. 

On receipt of the despatches, containing all this news, the 
Governor-General desired the Agent to inform the Harbar that 
in the event of the young Maharaja being deposed, he (the 
Agent) could in no way recognise a new chief of the State 
until he had received instructions from the Government of 
India. The Commander-in-Chief was instructed to take cer- 
tain steps towards rendering the force on the frontier more 
efficient ; and the usual commendation of the measures taken 
by the Agent, with an expression of complete confidence in his 
discretion, was repeated. 

It will be recollected that Broadfoot had brought to the 
notice of the Government of India the dangerous example to 
our sepoys of the Sikh soldiers, who had successfully extorted 
a rate of pay nearly double what was paid by us ; and that 
he was informed that the subject was occupying the serious 
attention of the Governor-General. 

The following memorandum on the subject was addressed 
to the Agent : 

(Confidential.) 

Memorandum. January 12, 1845. 

The Governor-General wishes Major Broadfoot to make the most 
accurate inquiries on the following subject : 

What was the influence on the minds of our sepoys hi January 
1844, by the example of the Sikh army successfully extorting high 
rates of pay and controlling the Government it professed to serve ? 

The Governor- General’s attention has been drawn to this sub- 
ject on account of the impression which the mutinies in the vicinity 
of Ferozpore made on Lord Ellenborough’s mind at the time; and 
although much of the discontent which was then manifested may 
be attributed to the dislike of the troops to proceed to Scinde, still a 

s 
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variety of circumstances appear to justify the apprehension that the 
example of the power exercised by a large Sikh army had to a cer- 
tain extent disturbed the minds of our men and predisposed them to 
hope for the same licence by the same means. 

The recent revolution brought about by the Sikh army, and its 
present unmanageable state, render it expedient to omit no means 
of ascertaining the truth as regards the imst, and by the most 
vigilant scrutiny for the future to be at all times well informed as 
to the temper and disposition of the sepoys on the frontier. 

Major Broadfoot’s knowledge of the sepoy, combined with his 
means of using political resources, render him the person best 
qualified to be charged with this important inquiry. He will, of 
course, impart to Sir John Littler his sentiments as to the degree 
of caution to be used in such an inquiry. The very suspicion of 
such a supposed apprehension would in its effects be most mis- 
chievous. It ought not to transpire, and this communication ought 
to be considered strictly confidential. 

In the Governor-Generars opinion the mutinies of last January 
proceeded more from the panic of marching to Scinde, and the re- 
fusal of the former extra allowances in that comitry, than from any 
seduction effected by Sikh emissaries or Sikh example. On the 
other hand, in conversation a few days ago with Gen. Ventura, that 
officer stated as of his own knowledge that the British sepoys were 
then in such a disaffected state that they had made proposals to 
cross over to the right bank of the Sutlege, and that he, the General, 
had given an intimation to this effect to Gen. Vincent, then com- 
manding^ at Ferozpore. At the present moment the Governor- 
General is aware that there are personal considerations now pend- 
ing which may incline Gen. Ventura to exalt the importance of his 
own conduct and services on that occasion. 

Capt. Nicolson some months ago wrote to Mr. Edwards proposing 
to obtain a letter, said to he in existence in the Lahore offices, 
showing the interference, if not the actual approval^ of the Lahore 
Government in the allurements then held out to our sepoys. The 
existence of any such letter is very improbable ; but Col. Birch, the 
Judge Advocate-General, who was at Ferozpore for some days during 
the period in question, states that he was informed the Sikh emis- 
saries, on pretence of bringing letters to the Vakil, with the knowledge 
of the latter had meetings with delegates from our sepoy regiments at 
night, and that it was not deemed prudent to institute any proceed- 
ings, the mutinies for® disobedience then occupying more promi- 
nently the attention of the Government. 

« Sic in original. The mutinous refusal of some native regiments to go to 
Sind is referred to. 
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The disbandment of the 34tli N.I. took place about the same 
period. The men went in considerable numbers to the right bank 
of the Sutlege, and were not enlisted into the Sikh army. This 
discouragement may have had its effect on our sepoys, and probably 
the preponderating cause in provoking those mutinies was the Scinde 
panic and refusal of pay already adverted to. 

Be this. as it may, it is expedient to adopt the moans of accurate 
information as to any attempts which may be made by Sikh emis- 
saries, and the effects supposed to be produced on the temper and 
feelings of the British sepoys. 

The Governor- General also desires to be informed of the pro- 
bable number of Hindostanee troops in the Sikh army, also of men 
trained in our army who have risen to rank in the Sildi army. He 
also wishes to have in detail as much information as can be collected 
of the comparative pay, allowances, pensions, clothing &c. of the 
two armies. 

It would also be desirable to have information as to the system 
under which it would appear that delegates of Sikh soldiers attend 
the decisions of the Durbar on matters connected with tlie pay of 
the soldiers, what prospect any government has of controlling these 
pretorian bands, bearing in mind tliat one of the consequences of 
the Sikh example of extorting higher pay has recently been success- 
fully imitated by the hill troops under Jowaliir Singh ; their pay, 
according to Major Broadfoot’s report, having been nearly doubled 
to secure their allegiance to Golab Singh. 

These events in a large Eastern army undoubtedly are calculated 
to destroy the preconceived notions of the superiority of tlie pay of 
the British sepoy. The longer this state of things lasts, the more 
regularly the Sikhs are paid, the greater their liceiico and their 
impunity, so much the more vigilant must the British Government 
be in watching, and if necessary in counteracting, the contagion of 
such a state of things, infinitely more inconvenient than a well- 
organised army of equal strength, ready to risk a struggle with the 
paramount power in the East. 

The Governor-General therefore requests that Major Broadfoot 

will turn his attention to this subject, and address his answers direct 

to the Governor- General. „ 

Henby Habdinge. 

Mr, W. Edwards, then Under Secretary to the Government 
of India in the Foreign Department, wrote to Broadfoot on 
January 15 to complain of irregularity in the receipt of his 
despatches, and to say that some of them arrived open, and 
therefore a suspicion existed that they might have been 
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tampered with on the road. After intimating Sir Henry 
Hardinge’s orders with a view to prevent this, Mr. Edwards 
wrote : 

All that you have done hitherto has elicited not merely appro- 
bation, but admiration. I venture to send you a little extract from 
a note from Thomason . . . which shows his opinions. I beg your 
attention to the first few ]ines, as completely bearing out, though 
unintentionally, what I asserted to you in my last letter — the false- 
ness of our position here. If it be useless to speculate down here, 
much more is it useless to attempt to issue orders. 

The extract from Mr. Thomason’s letter is as follows : 

Camp near Suharunpoor : January G, 1845. 

My dear Edwards, — Thank you for your letter just received. You 
forget that we are a little nearer the North-West Frontier, and that 
the events of one month in thai unhappy country wipe out the events 
of the preceding month most completely. I could not help feeling 
amused at your speculations on things at Lahore. I am very glad 
that Broadfoot is appreciated. 1 hear from him constantly privately, 
as well as receive copies of his public despatches. The latter seem 
to me most able. I have seen little of his work in my department 
yet, for he has been too busy with more important events ; but from 
what he lets drop in his private letters, I have no doubt he will do 
great good, if he has time and opportunity. T am just now afraid 
that I may not see him at Khythul, which I expect to reach at the 
end of this week ; for the far more important events passing across 
the Sutlej will most probably keep him on the frontier. I shall 
probably make a run over to Umballah if he can meet me there. 

The Lahore Darhar had newswriters in most of the prin- 
cipal stations in British India, in order that they might be 
informed of what took place there. One of these, either 
stationed at Ambala or attached to the Commander-in-Chiof s 
camp, wrote that Sir Hugh Gough had issued orders for the 
troops to he ready for immediate service, and that consequent 
preparations were being made. This report caused extreme 
excitement, and the Agent, anticipating a demand for explana- 
tion, wrote to Sir Hugh to ask whether anything of the kind 
described had happened, or whether it was not mere idle 
rumour. He further informed his Excellency that, in conse- 
auence of the annearance of preparation, ‘ our position with 
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respect to the Darbar is materially and unfavourably changed,’ 
and that the risk of collision was increased. 

In spite of this the Agent did not think that the rupture 
would then occur, and considered that the usual vigilance on 
the frontier would suffice.'* On January 16 he reported to the 
Government of India, that the troops in the provinces of 
Kashmir, Peshawar, Muzafarabad, Hazara, the Deraj at, and 
Kot Kangra, had mutinied, expelled their officers, and com- 
mitted great excesses. The rejected officers were received 
back after making due submission to the men. 

In the hills, it was stated that Eaja Gulab Singh continued 
to make public profession of abject submission to the Darbar, 
of being broken-hearted on account of the violent deaths of 
his brother and nephew, and of desiring nothing more than to 
be allowed to die in peace ; but at the same time his prepara- 
tion for war was continued with unwearied energy. 

The Rani had seemed disposed to trust the English ; but 
her confidence was shaken by the presence of the Commander- 
in-Chief on the frontier, and w^as lost when the rumour, 
alluded to above, reached Lahore. 

In spite of the remonstrance of her more cautious advisers, 
she laid the report before the Darbar. The greatest excite- 
ment prevailed ,* the matter was referred to the panchayats, 
and with every expression of reproach, insult, and defiance 
which occurred to a drunken soldiery, it was decided to move 
troops towards the Sutlej forthwith, and to desire the Vakil to 
call on the Agent for an explanation. 

He accordingly waited on Broadfoot, and said that he had 
three messages from the Darbar to deliver. 

First. That, owing to the scarcity of forage near Lahore, 
a few troops had been sent towards the Sutlej. 

Seco'nd. That he was desired to express the warm con- 
currence of the Darbar with respect to a message which the- 
Agent had sent. 

Third. That he was directed to ask for explanation why 
his Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief had issued orders 
for the troops to be held ready for immediate active service. 

^ The Political Agent to the Com- See Papers Sc, printed February 26, 
mander-in-Chief, January 15, 1845. 1846, p. 16. 
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To the first I answered that it could only be cavalry that could 
require forage. The Yakeel looked confused, but readily enough 
asked if I had not observed that he had added ‘ fuel ’ to the forage ; 
he had not done so, but I told him I had not heard it, and asked 
what troops were going to move. He said he did not know. I said 
I hoped no evil advisers had recommended the movement of any to 
the Sutlej. 

To the second I merely expressed satisfaction. 

The third was the subject of a long conversation ; for t]ie Darbar 
had a very minute account, whether accurate or not, of the military 
proceedings [at headquarters]. 

Having heard the whole story, and been warned that my answer 
was for the Darbar, I said that I knew nothing at all about the 
matter, that the Connnander-in- Chief was the head of the army, 
and that it was his business to inspect and exercise the troops in 
every way, and that it was possible that he might have looked into 
their readiness for movement at Amhalla, seeing that to he so ready 
was part of their duty ; hut whether he did or not, I knew not, and 
was not likely to know or concern myself, for, though I was very 
far below his Excellency in rank, I was for the present serving ex- 
clusively under the Governor-General, with whom alone, and with the 
Government, I had anything to do ; and I added that the Darbar also 
had only to do with the same authorities. 

The Vakil admitted the truth of this, but said, as the 
Commander-in- Chief w^as a ^Lord,’^ the Sikhs could not help 
anxiety as to his doings. 

I told him to undeceive the Darbar ; that they should no more 
concern themselves about the Commander -in-Chief than about the 
Lord Bishop ; who, also, had recently been here ; or tlie lord 
judges of Calcutta. That each had his own sphere of duty, and 
could in ]io way interfere with the Punjab without the sanction of 
Government. 

The Agent further pointed out the inconsistency of the 
assurances of confidence in the sincerity of the Governor- 
General, which they continued to express, and the action of 
despatching troops towards the Sutlej, which indicated sus- 
picion ; and in this way endeavoured to allay the excitement 
which the newswriter’s report had caused. 

* In India the Governor-General is Jangi Lat, or lord of war ; and the 
called the Mulld Lat, the lord of the subordinate governors or lieutenant- 
country ; the Oommander-in-Ghief, the governors are called Lat Sahib. 
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On the subject of the corresjpondence with Sir Charles 
Napier about permission to march some of his troops through 
Multan territory, Mr. Currie, Secretary to the Grovernment of 
India in the Foreign Department, addressed a letter to the 
Agent, dated January 13, 1845, from which we give the follow- 
ing extracts : 

Although the aid desired by Sir C. Napier is in reality merely 
the neutrality of the Dewan of Mooltan in an iiatended attempt by 
the Scinde Government to chastise the Booghtie tribe of Beloochees, 
who have committed many acts of atrocity upon the inhabitants of 
our villages in the neighbourhood of Shikarpore, still the measure 
involves the application for the free passage of a British force through 
the Sikh territory, and such a proceeding at this time might have a 
very mischievous effect, and might result in circumstances very 
embarrassing to the British Government. 

The Governor-General in Council therefore entirely approves of 
the course so judiciously taken by you, as described in these papers. 

The Governor-General in Council desires that you do not proceed 
one step beyond what you have already done, which his Excellency 
observes will answer substantially all Sir 0. Napier’s objects. Ac- 
cording to Sir C. Napier’s letter, the passage by Gen. Simpson’s 
detachment through the Mooltan territory is ]iot required, in the 
event of Dewan Moolraj Mull acting as the interests of his own 
possessions will dictate, and as the desire which he is known to 
profess to propitiate the British Government, will doubtless induce 
him. You should consequently rather recede than advance in the 
matter, and, treating the whole affair as one of the utmost indiffer- 
ence to us, you should give the Dewan to understand that the com- 
munication which you have already made has been merely in the spirit 
of friendship, and out of regard to the relations which exist between 
us and his Government. 

You are acting entirely in accordance with the spirit of your in- 
structions, and with the wishes of the Governor- General in Council, 
in avoiding any step by which the Lahore Government, or the Sikh 
army, which is perhaps truly the Government, may take alarm. 
British interference in the internal affairs of the Punjab must not 
only be strictly abstained from, but every act on our part that could 
be laid hold of by the Durbar, or by any faction in the Lahore 
territory, as a plea for expecting British aid, must be studiously 
avoided. 

« The name is so spelt in the copy Diwan Sawan Mall, was Governor of 
of the letter : Diwan Mulraj, son of Multan. 
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To require the co-operation of the Governor of Moolt'an in a 
military movement of the British army of Seiude, might justly he 
assumed as giving the Lahore Government a right to expect the 
reciprocity of British co-operation on some future occasion ; any 
such expectation the Governor- General in Council has desired may 
he entirely discouraged. 

Military aid in the settlement of the affairs of the Punjab is 
withheld, not from the existence of feelings inimical to the Maharaja 
or the Sikh Government, but upon principles of justice and policy. 
If the Governor-General in Council could by advice or the manifes- 
tation of any act of friendship assist the Lahore Government in its 
difficulties, he wouM. gladly do so ; hut he can on no account sanc- 
tion any measure which may give to the Lahore Government the 
appearance of a claim to our active interference in Punjab affairs by 
the aid of a military force. 

A copy of this letter will be sent to Sir C. Napier for his infor- 
mation. His Excellency was doubtless in ignorance of late events 
which have occurred in the Punjab when he addressed you on the 
subject of his expedition. 

At the risk of incurring a charge of unnecessary repeti- 
tion, the following letter from Major Broadfoot to LordEllen- 
borough is inserted : there is much in it which deserves careful 
consideration. 

Camp near Looclceana : January 17, 1845. 

My Lord, — Accept my hearty congratulations on the honours 
which have attended your return to England. I rejoice at them on 
public and private grounds. None were ever better earned, and I 
hope to see them still increased. Your Lordship will have heard 
of the revolution at Lahore on the 21st ultimo. Pundit Julia and 
Heera Singh ended their government and lives fighting desperately. 

They had shown remarkable ability and courage, but the diffi- 
culties were insuperable. The great Surdars on the one hand, and 
the disciplined army, or rather the drilled army, on the other, suffice 
severally to swallow up the revenue. Both together devour tho 
country. Pundit Julia tried by rigorous economy and punctual 
pay to keep the Government going, while he reduced both these 
formidable bodies, using the one against the other ; but he left out 
of his calculations the mother of tlie nominal sovereign, and she 
was suffered in contempt to intrigue against him ; or rather the task 
undertaken was impossible, and both Surdars and army, suddenly 
uniting, overthrew the Pundit and the Raja, and revived anarchy. 

This still continues. The civil officers of tho Government are 
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embezzling all they can, the soldiers are in a state of mutiny, and 
are pillaging everywhere. The Surdars are helpless amidst the 
confusion they have raised ; and Eajah Goolab Singh is professing 
submission and daily oUering terms, but really preparing to the 
utmost for war. Feeble hostilities are going on in the hills at 
Jusrota, and the Government is emptying the treasury to keep the 
troops quiet. 

Peshora Singh, a son of Eunjeet Singh, was lately here as a 
fugitive ; he has gone back, and after one misuccessful attempt to 
gain the government is preparing another. 

The Government is a caricature ; they have formed a council : 
the leaders of the mutinous troops, and a few of the old servants of 
the government there, debate every question with the Eanee, a 
young and handsome woman, behind a curtain, whence she scolds 
them heartily. Her brother, Surdar Jowahir Singh, was nominated 
Eegent ; but the Eanee acts for herself, and is now nearly at open 
issue with her brother. She has lovers and slave girls, who, of 
course, bear their part ; so also do the common soldiers who attend 
the Durbar, and whom on one occasion the Eanee had to come 
from behind the curtain and address. 

They have sent for Loiia Singh, Majeeteea, but the Eanee has 
heard he is a coward, and spoken of him with open contempt. She 
seems to consider courage tho highest quality ; and assuredly with- 
out it a man had hotter not try public life in the Punjab at present. 

There has boon a disturbance at Cabool, and names of noted 
men are given as slain ; but tliough this is believed at Lahore, I do 
not think the details aro yet to be trusted. This lias, however, 
prevented insurrection at Peshawar. 

Before next mouth we shall probably have a change of govern- 
ment. The troops will, perhaps, set up Peshora Singh as sovereign 
or minister, and something decisive as to Goolah Singh will be 
known. 

As concerns us, all was confidence in us till a few days ago, 
when some reported arrangements of tlie Commandcr-in- Chief threw 
the Lahore Government into a panic, and they called on the army 
to support them. 1 regret this ; they will give us somewhat more 
insecurity, hut will scarcely attack us ; and unfortunately the movo- 
ments of his Excellency do not tally altogether with wliat I had 
said, and gave them occasion to demand explanations. I had pre- 
viously taken the liberty of giving my opinion to his Excellency ; 
and the Governor- General, I am delighted to say, approved of it. 
My opinion was that we ought to show no sign of alarm by extra 
preparation, seeing that, thanks to your Lordship, we have a force 
equipped in the Sirhind Division for service at an hour’s notice. 
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His Excellency the Commander-in- Chief has, however, made 
some rei^msitions of a small but alarming kind, such as not only 
detaining her Majesty’s 31st Foot, whieh was useful and unnoticed, 
but sending for their recruits from Cawnpore, and causing baggage 
to be weighed.^ (This latter I do not, however, know from his 
Excellency, and it may not be quite correct.) 

The Sikhs have, in consequence, ordered troops to the Sutlege, 
which will produce insecurity and tampering with our native troops, 
if it is not put a stop to. Now, in my view, if this division of 16,000 
British troops needed reinforcements, it would be by divisions and 
brigades, not by a few hundred recruits. The former ought not to 
be done except with intention of war, and by the Governor- General ; 
the latter, I think, had better have been let alone. It indicates and 
excites alarm, and in both ways is objectionable. 

I mention this as the event of the moment, though a small one ; 
but it touches a very delicate part of the Indian Government, as 
your Lordship must know — I mean the relations between the 
Governor- General and the Commander-in- Chief hefore toar hreahs 
out. 

The Commander -in- Chief is above everyone but the Governor- 
General ; yet he is neither the author nor the instrument of the 
policy of the Government with foreign states in time of peace, and 
when away from Council can know nothing of its details ; but his 
measures may embarrass this policy unless regulated so as to accord 
with it ; and I do therefore think he ought never, when a separate 
officer, to be absent from the Governor- General, who alone can even 
advise him without something of presumption. Certainly I tliink 
he ought .not to be on a frontier without the Governor- General, 
unless indeed the whole affairs of it are put into bis hands ; for on 
frontiers, especially near a revolution, reports are innumerable ; and 
are not always listened to with the apathy one acquires after hear- 
ing many of them. 

Sir Henry Hardinge has throughout treated me with a kindness 
and confidence which make it very pleasant to serve under him ; 
they would make me vain did I not know I owe them, as well as 
that I am here, to your Lordship ; as it is, they only make me 
grateful for your great kindness. 

Poor Sir John McCaskill has had a paralytic stroke at Amballa, 
but is better. Of your other friends you doubtless hear directly 
from themselves, and at any rate I am here out of the world. 

Believe me &o. 

G. Bboadfoot. 


^ See Sir Hugh Gough’s letter, next page. 
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The remarks about the relations between the Commander- 
in-Chiof and the Governor-General, and the possible em- 
barrassment caused by the presence of the former on the 
frontier, are worthy of attention. 

Sir Hugh G ough’s reply to the Agent regarding the rumours 
which had been reported in Darbar, is as follows : 

January 18, 1845. 

Sir, — I have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 15th hist, mentioning tlie extraordinary exoitem ent 
which prevailed at Lahore in consequence of reports from the news- 
writer at Umballa respecting orders which it is said I had issued to 
the troops there, to hold themselves in readiness to march at four 
hours’ iTotice ; and you request that I will say ‘ whether there has 
been anything of the kind described as having occurred.’ 

Your knowlcilgo of our military system must have pointed out 
to you at once the absurdity of such reports : a British force, being 
always ready to move at an liour’s notice, would not require such 
orders ; l)ut as you request a definite reply, I will give it. Such 
reports are totally without foundation. No orders were ever given 
to the troops, nor intended to be given. On the contrary, having 
received distinct instructions from the Governor-General in Council 
as to the wIksIios of tlio (loyeniment to abstain from all ihterforeuce 
in the aJlairs of the ihinjab, and to preserve a line of conduct 
cxhiiiiting the wisli as well a,8 the doterminatiou on the part of the 
(lovernmont to preserve the most perfect good faith towards our 
ally, I liavo scrupulously avoided the slightest overt ^ act towards 
any manifestation of iuterforenco, and discouraged it in others. 

The only circuiustauco that could have given rise or the most 
distant countonauco to such reports is, that whilst at Umballa, 
wishing to curtail as much as possible the kits of the army in India, 
and to establish a uniformity of system as to the quantum of 
lujcossarics a Luropoan or a native soldier should carry, both in 
light and in heavy marching order, I had (as an experiment previous 
to my issuing any G.O.*' on tho subject) ordoxed the hits, as also 
the bedding of a European and a sepoy, to be weighed; I need 
hardly add this moasuro had as much reference to the troops now 
in Calcutta as it had to those at Umballa ; and so little idea had I 
of any such movement of troops for any aggressive or even defen- 
sive purpose, that I loft Umballa on tho 14th, according to my pre- 
vious arrangements, to visit Kythul and Kurnaul, at neither of which 
places is there any body of troops. 

** This wonl is somewhat iilcgiblo in tho original. General order. 



268 


LETTEE FROM MR. CURRIE 


CH. XI 


But ag the Lahore troops have moved towards our frontier, in- 
dicating what I feel conscious no act on our part would call for or 
justify, I shall consider it my duty to press upon the Government, 
without whose orders you are aware I cannot act, to strengthen our 
frontier stations, not for the protection of these stations alone, which 
have ample means for that purpose at present, hut to give security 
to the states south of the Sutlej, under the protection of the Supreme 
Government of India. I have &c. 

H. Gough, General, 

Gommander4n- Chief in India. 

The following letter from Mr. Currie is interesting because 
the writer’s official position specially qualified him to express 
an opinion on the foreign policy of the Indian Government. 
The handwriting is so execrable that in parts it may be doubt- 
ful whether the precise word used by Mr. Currie is here repro- 
duced. The meaning, however, is generally sufficiently plain 
to make this of slight consequence. 

Calcutta: January 19, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot, — You have done very well in keeping us so 
constantly informed of all that is passing in the Punjab ; and all 
your proceedings have, as you have been officially told, been entirely 
approved. It is a great pity that we are so far off at the present 
time, and it is very lucky that you are on the frontier, and not your 
predecessor.^ 

Sir Henry wrote to you the other day about the example to our 
sipahees of an army demanding higher and higher rates of pay, and 
combining to coerce its Government. He lays more stress on this 
matter than I think it is worth. Our sipahees are, so many of them, 
the sons or relatives of retired and pensioned soldiers, that they Imow 
the real value of our service does not consist in the rate of present 
pay so much as in the system of providing for the soldier under all 
circumstances and contingencies. They see also the state of con- 
fusion to which insubordination has reduced the Sikh troops ; and 
they have sense enough to appreciate the present state of things, 
and to know that it portends the destruction or dissolution of the 
army, which they will shortly witness. 

I think the instructions you have received in late letters will 
enable you to see your way through any circumstances that may 
arise, pending specific orders on any state of things that may turn up. 

If a genuine descendant of Bunjeet were on the throne, with a 
capable minister, or even a tolerable aristocracy out of which to 
form a government, it might be a question with us whether, in 
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return for Eunjeet’a steady friendship, and his forbearance from 
taking advantage of us at times when he might have done so with 
present impunity to himself and infinite damage to us, we should 
aid his descendant in putting down the opposition of his own army 
and destroying hostile factions in his country. But in the present 
state of affairs in the Punjab such a measure is quite out of the 
question. It would be madness in us to think of expending blood 
and treasure to bolster up the puppet Dhuleep Singh, or to set up 
such a government as could be formed out of the elements that now 
exist at Lahore, which must owe its continuance henceforth to our 
power alone. 

Though I would rather see a strong Sikh or Plindoo Government 
in the Punjab than that the British dominions should extend to the 
Indus, yet I should indeed grieve to think that such power was of 
our creating and maintaining, so that for all its iniquities we should 
in fact be responsible. 

Armed interference, therefore, in the internal settlement of the 
affairs of the Sikhs is out of the question, even though the with- 
holding the aid that may be solicited must bring about the destruc- 
tion of the Sikh power. 

Again, to take advantage of the weakness or prostration which 
must follow the present extraordinary position of affairs, to go in 
and seize the country, is what we never should for a moment think 
of; and it is doubtful how far we should be justified in holding the 
nominal Government responsible for excesses committed on our 
frontier and districts by a lawless soldiery in open rebellion to its 
own Government, and equally their enemies as ours, and saying, If 
you can’t rule your country with a strong hand, we must. 

For the present, therefore, abstinence from all interference or 
aid, by whomsoever solicited, and defensive measures for the pro- 
tection of our territory, and the destruction of those who violate it, 
must he our only policy. 

The protected ^iikhs should be assured that no proceedings on 
the other side the Sutlcgo, or any results in which they may terminate, 
will alter their position with us as long as they remain faithful. We 
do not want their tribute, and we will not (at least if I have any 
influence, and you must consider this a private letter) make any 
compromise ‘ with them of present customs ; least of all will we 
yield to thorn the mischievous right of adoption, which will per- 
petuate the existing anomalies in these territories. 

The most important question which presses at this moment is, 
the light in which we are to view the Lahore districts on this side 


* This word is very ill&giblo in the original. 
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tlie Sutlege. Are they national or family property? Will they 
attach to any Sikh Goveiniment we might recognise, or will they 
belong to Dhuleep (whom we have recognised as heir of Eunjeet) 
should he take refuge on this side, or lapse to us m the event of his 
death ? I hope to get this question, as far as our records throw any 
light on it, or on circumstances that can elucidate it, before the 
Government next council day. I incline at present to think it 
family property. I should like to know your view. 

I imagine we shall be forced across the Sutlege sooner or later, 
and you wEl see that we are sending up troops to be ready for what- 
ever may turn up. We must not have a Mahommedan power on 
this side the Attock. The Eajpoots of the hills could not hold the 
Pmrjab ; and if it can’t be Sikh, it must, I suppose, be British. . . . 

I record most of your private notes to me, and send them to the 
secret committee, leaving out such parts as are of no public interest. 

I have had two or three long conversations with Gen. Ventura ; 
but we can do nothing for him more than to allow our Agent to use 
\ii^ personal interest to prevent the seizure of his property. The 
General put the notion, I think, into Sir Henry’s head that our 
sipahees have an understanding with those of Lahore, and that 
ours are likely to be led away by their example. The old French- 
man wished to give some valuable information to Sir Henry to make 
him friendly to his interests. . . , Yours Ac. 

F. CUEEIE. 

The possibility of disaffection in onr native army, induced 
by the example of the Sikh troops, and encouraged by emis- 
saries from that State, was much more serious than Mr. Currie 
imagined. 

The Governor- General sent a letter from Major Carmichael 
Smyth, in which disaffection was said to be very extensively 
spread in the native army, and remarked that : 

The extensive disaffection alluded to is not credited by the 
Governor-General; but it [the letter] is sent in reference to the 
preceding communication. If any system of delegates be suspected 
to exist, it must be traced in all its ramifications. 

The active participation of the Sikh Government in any attempts 
to seduce our sepoys would be an unpardonable piece of treachery ; 
the. clearest evidence of the fact should be obtained with the greatest 
circumspection. 

The Governor-General is satisfied no efforts will be spared to 
ascertain the real state of the ease, and to be prepared at all times 
to be well informed of what is passing between the two armies. 
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After the last recorded interview with the Vakil, Broadfoot 
addressed him, asking for further explanation regarding the 
movement of Sikh troops towards our frontier. At another 
interview, all the old ground was gone over again with varia- 
tions. The Agent told the Vakil that when alarm was felt in 
consequence of anything that happened on our side of the 
Sutlej, if explanation were asked for, confidence was increased; 
but if, instead, indiscreet measures were adopted, and the 
passions of the mob inflamed, confidence could with difficulty be 
maintained. He also insisted on getting a written answer to 
his written demand for explanation, because as there were no 
witnesses to the conversations, if serious results occurred, the 
Vakil would unhesitatingly declare that neither remonstrance 
nor warning had been tried. 

The Governor-Greneral’s instructions to inquire into the 
state of the native regiments on the frontier, already quoted, 
were forwarded by the Private Secretary, Mr. C. S. Hardingc, 
to whom Broadfoot wrote the following letter : 

Camp, Sirliind : January 20, 1845. 

My dear Hardingo, — I am much obliged by your kind noto of the 
12th hist. 

Will you kindly say for mo to the Governor-General that the 
subject of his memorandum has, ever since my arrival on the fron- 
tier, occupied my most serious attention ; that I have made and am 
making all the inquiries possible without showing that such a thing 
is seriously suspected by us, that I shall soon write on it as desired, 
and that I have for some time considered this point as the most 
important in our relations with the Punjab, but scarcely know how 
to write on a matter so delicate ? Yours &c. 

G. Broadfoot. 

In case of any little delay, you may say that what I shall write 
will be, in general, only a confirmation of the Goveruor-GGneral’s 
opinions. Further, that my views on this have in no small degree 
influenced my conduct of late, but I hope before many days to write 

G. B. 


The Bani’s share in the Government was reported as daily 
increasing. She was influenced considerably hy Kaja Lai Singh, 
and still more hy the girl Mangla, who was placed in Darhar at 
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the opening of the curtain behind which the Eani sat, and 
was the channel of communication for all but the great chiefs. 
This slave girl appeared to be in a measure a recognised officer 
of the State, as well as the minister of pleasure and of riot. 
She signed one of the treaties with Eaja Gulab Singh ; and 
at will affixed the seals of the Eani and her brother, which 
she carried at her girdle, to any Government documents except 
those connected with the English. 

Day by day the scandals caused by the behaviour of the 
Eani and her brother, alike in their love of pleasure if in little 
else, became worse and worse. 

Overtures to the Agent, on behalf of Eaja Gulab Singh, 
were made by Bhai Earn Singh, for aid ; in return for which 
it was proposed to cede the cis-Sutlej Lahore estates, with some 
territory on the north side of the river, and to pay 50,00,000 rs. 
equal at par to 5O0,0O0L Broadfoot, though he reported the 
offer, and remarked on the terms as being similar to those 
proposed in Mr. Clerk’s time, did not even acknowledge its 
receipt to the party by whom the proposal was made. 

On the arrival in Calcutta of this information, the Agent 
was desired to remark to the Vakil, that a regard for the diffi- 
cult circumstances in which the Maharaja’s Government was 
placed, had hitherto induced the Governor- General to abstain 
from making a formal remonstrance on the subject of the 
unruly and ungovernable condition of the Sikh army. 

* "We considered it right that this intimation, though cautiously 
and incidentally, should be distinctly, delivered ; for we cannot but 
feel that the state of this army so close upon our frontier may be- 
come an intolerable nuisance ; and although it would be a mockery 
to expect that the Lahore Government ’ in its present state of an- 
archy and weakness, . . . ‘ can regulate the conduct of an army 
which exercises over that Government daily acts of coercion and 
tyranny, nevertheless we deem it expedient that a notice in the most 
guarded terms should he given of the great inconvenience to which the 
British Government is exposed, and of which, if the Lahore Govern- 
ment were in a state of greater strength and responsibility, we should 
have just cause of formal complaint. 

‘ We put Major Broadfoot, in whose judgment and discretion we 
have the utmost confidence, in possession of copies of correspondence 
with his Excellency the Commaiider-in- Chief relative to strengthen- 
ing our force on the North-West Frontier.’ 
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It was left to the Agent to say whether the extra troops 
should be at once posted on the frontier ; unless he was con- 
vinced of the necessity, it was considered to be preferable that 
their arrival should be deferred till April, when the periodical 
rise in the river Sutlej would prevent the Sikhs from being 
thereby alarmed. 

When these papers arrived in England, they were pro- 
nounced to be of high interest. They did not remove the 
anxiety felt, but the hope was cherished that under the 
judicious instructions of the Governor- General, ‘carried into 
effect with so much propriety and talent by Major Broadfoot,’ 
the necessity for hostilities might be averted, and order re- 
established. 

It is one of the drawbacks to a work of this kind, that the 
thread of the historical narrative is constantly broken by the 
introduction of letters not immediately relevant. This becomes 
more obvious in proportion to the strictness with which the 
sequence of letters, according to the dates on which they were 
written, is maintained. The reader must, therefore, transport 
himself now from the presence of the Agent on the frontier, to 
the camp of Sir Charles Napier, where that General will speak 
for himself. 

Headquarters, Ooch : January 22, 1845. 

My dear Sir, — Having been fortunate enough to surprise the 
robbers and to defeat them, we are now pursuing Beja Kban along 
the southern side of the hills by which he flies, instead of by (as I 
expected) the [pass near Poolajee],^ He means to fly to the Mooltan 
territory to join Shere Mahomed. Now he is a robber, a murderer, 
a rebel to the Khan of Khelat, and entered our territories to pillage 
and ravage them, though wo were at peace, and in strict alliance 
with his prince. He chose, very foolishly, to make war upon us 
without the slightest provocation, but he had a right to do so if he 
chose it, nor could we, without a want of generosity, complain of 
his being received by a neighbouring Power as a private gentle- 
man. But I think Beja Khan has no right whatever to be received 
by the Governor of Mooltan, and I wish you would write to him 
to beg that he may not be received. If I catch him I mean to 
hang him at once, I will quiet the Sinde frontier for a hundred 
years ! 

My Sinde jaghirdars ^ are behaving very well ; one of them took 

® The name is illegible in the ® Persons to whom an estate has 
original. beeu granted in annuity. 

T 
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Poolajee, and to-day marched upon Tonge, a village on my left 
flank, out of which Peja retreated yesterday morning, and I should 
have cut him off, but I was obliged to wait for provisions. 

The necessity of keeping all quiet to surprise the enemy pre- 
vented my commissariat from making the requisite preparations ; 
however, we march to-morrow e7i route towards Deyrah, in nearly 
a direct line. 

I think the Boogties will fight us as we enter the hills at a, 
pass called Gundooee, not marked in Walker’s map, but it is ten 
miles due south of the h in the word ‘Tomb,’ which you will see in 
Walker’s map on the river ‘ Illiassee.’ If not here, they will at a 
place north-east of Deyrah, called ‘ Meerzakee Ghunsee,’ that is to 
say, if the rascals mean to fight at all, which I hope they do not, 
and I think I shall end this war without the loss of any more men. 

Hoping you will be able to prevent the cutthroat Boja Khan from 
being received by Mooltan, I remain &c. 

C. J, Napier, Major-Crmeral, 

The following letter from Sir Henry Hardinge to Lord 
Ellenborough, which was shown to the Duke of Wellington, 
contains an interesting epitome of the news of the day. 

(Private.) Calcutta : January 23, 1845. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough,-- Affairs in the Punjab are in the 
same state of confusion and anarchy as when I last addressed you. 

The Sikh army will neither fight its enemies nor obey its 
Government. 

Peshora Singh is used as the pump by which the soldiery drain 
the treasury. They declare him their sovereign when the Eanee 
refuses any demand; and when conceded, put him aside for the 
next occasion. 

The worst feature is the success of mutiny ; the infection has 
spread to the hill troops ; they threatened to desert, and did desert 
until Golab Singh doubled their pay. Any visible tangible danger 
can be boldly grappled with. Disaffection and mutiny are danger- 
ous in proportion to the success and the duration of a bad example. 
I need make no comments to you on this subject. 

If, however, the contagion should reach Foroifipoor, the safest 
remedy would be active operations in self-defence. No such alter- 
native will, in my opinion, happen. 

We have reinforced Forosspoor by one European regiment, two 
troops English horse artillery, two Native Infantry regiments, and 
a third regiment if desirable. 
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Sir J, Littler to command this advanced post, which consists of 
7,000 men. It is impossible in the face of this force to cross the 
river at Ferozpoor. The more distant fords would give us timely 
notice of any attack ; and with the works we now have and some heavy 
guns, I consider this post perfectly secure. 

The defensive force exceeds 20,000 men and 60 gmis, including 
seven of H M ’s regiments. 

We can collect 33,000 infantry, 6,000 cavalry, and 100 guns in 
about six weeks ; all the reinforcements have been taken from our 
extremities, nothing on the great trunk road, and six of these regi- 
ments are troops on which Sir H. Gough did not reckon, such as a 
regiment from Barraekpore, Midnapoor, Bherampoor, Dinapoor, and 
two from the Saugor country &c. 

The next three months will be occupied in emptying the treasury 
at Lahore, and, if the troops can be prevailed upon to move in lios^ 
tilities against Golab Singh, I sec no probability of the latter being 
able to do more than defend himself in his hills. He will not under- 
take the enterprise of setting up for himself at Lahore. He has 
not the popularity ; he may bribe the Sikh sirdars, but the troops 
detest him, and the hill petty rajas whom he has despoiled equally 
detest him. I believe he has recently sent money and jewels to our 
bank of the river.'*^ 

We shall have 500 elephants in the course of the summer be- 
tween Cawnpoor and the Sutlege, and 7,000 camels, exclusive of 
tattoos and hackeries ; ® and if ever we do move across, Forozpoor 
will be a most useful point on wliich to concentrate our resources, 
limiting the baggage, and only moving across in light marching order, 
having 25,000 cavalry against us, between the river and Lahore. 

The battering train would be drawn by elephants, two to each 
24-pounder, occupying a short space on the line of march. Two 
batteries of your iron 12>pounders would also bo drawn by one ele- 
phant each, and in action by bullocks ; double shafts are provided; 
and a rocket company with the proper apparatus for firing and carry- 
ing the rockets. 

With regard to the O-pounders to be converted ozei of the 
O-pouTiders horse artillery, the opinion is adverse to the plan, and 
Col, Gowan himself has withdrawn, and no longer advocates the 
measure. However, 1 have insisted on Major Abbott taking Capt. 
Grant’s troop of 6-pounders, and with eight horses on the detachment 

* Means, ho cannot reckon on the Sikh ; the loft bank, Britinh. 
support of the people of the Punjab. ® Ponies and bullock carts, 

® The right bank of the Sutlej was 
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system if he likes, turning out the most complete Q-pounder troop 
that his ingenuity can invent. We have given him carte blanche ^ 
and the practical trial will be fairly made. 

In the midst of this anarchy on the frontier, you will ask why 
am I here ? 

The longer I can stay here, the better our chance of keeping the 
Sikh Government on its legs. Even if we had a case for devouring 
our ally in his adversity, we are not ready, and could not be ready 
until the hot winds set in, and the Sutlege becomes a torrent. 
Moderation will do us no harm, if in the interval the hills and 
the plains weaken each other; but on what plea could we attack 
the Punjab, if this were the month of October, and we had our army 
in readiness ? 

Self-preservation may require the dispersion of this Sikh army ; 
the baneful influence of such an example is the evil most to be 
dreaded ; but exclusive of this case, how are we to justify the 
seizure of our friend’s territory, who in our adversity assisted us to 
retrieve our affairs ? 

H. Haedingb. 

When Broadfoot’s letter*^ to the Commander-in-Chief, dated 
January 15, inquiring what foundation existed for the rumours 
of military preparations at headquarters, was received by the 
Government of India, the Secretary in the Foreign Department 
was desired to address the Agent and direct him to tell the 
Darbar the exact truth as follows : 

That a barrack for a European regiment of infantry had fora 
length of time been ordered to be constructed at Ferozepore, of 
which the foundations are already laid; that the Governor- General 
in Council, perceiving during the autumn the state of weakness in 
which the Government of the Maharajah had been for some time 
under his Highness Wuzeer Rajah Heera Singh, had postponed to 
give orders for the completion of this building, in order that, no 
question might arise, exciting any doubt or jealousy of our intention, 
on the part of the Government of the Maharajah or of the Sikh 
army. 

That the British force stationed at Ferozepore has remained of 
the same strength as before, notwithstanding the recent violent pro- 
ceedings of the Sikh army against its own Government, which 
conduct it is unnecessary now to comment upon, otherwise than to 
repeat that it is conduct utterly repugnant to British feeling and 
British policy ; and that this army has become so notoriously beyond 

^ Keferred to, p. 260. 
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control, that the Governor* General in Council, always anxious to 
preserve the tranquillity of the Sikh states under his protection, will, 
under existing circumstances, now proceed to complete the buildings 
at Ferozepore according to his original intention, and also to re- 
inforce that post by an additional force of Native Infantry.® 

Broadfoot was further directed to impress on the Vakil 
that the British policy of friendliness had remained unchanged, 
in despite of the movement of the Sikh army towards our 
frontier, and that no desire existed to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the Punjab. 

Whilst the Agent was to do all he could to convince the 
Sikh Court of British good faith, he was to take the oppor- 
tuiiity, should it occur, of giving the Darbar the warning 
already mentioned,^ 

The following letter from Gen. Ventura to Major Broadfoot 
has a certain interest as a genuine relic of one of the best 
known of the foreign officers who served the Sikh Government. 
It is printed as it is written, unaltered and uncorrected. The 
General had the revenues of some villages in the Lahore cis- 
Sutlej estates assigned to him. He feared that the Sikh 
Government would resume the gift, and wished to obtain the 
support of the Government of India in resisting the seizure of 
his property. 

Calcutta le 25 janvr. 1845. 

Mon eher Major, — Quelque fut mon desir de vous dcrire j’ai 
diff4r4 de le faire juaquA ce jour. Je voulaia attendre une solution k 
mos affaires et pouvoir vous en faire part ; si celle que j'ai obtenue 
n’est pas tout k fait telle que je I’eusse souhait^e j’ai lieu n^anmoins 
d’etre satisfait et surtout reconnoissant. 

Apr^s plusieurs entrevues avoc S.E. Le Gouverneur-G^n^ral 
dans lequelles il m’a temoignd le plus veritable interet et la plus 
haute bienveillance, j’ai re 9 u de lui Passurance positive que I’liono- 
rable gouvernement dont il est le chef ne pouvant m’accorder une 
protection officielle me la donnerait cependant de fait ; nous sou- 
tiendrons m’a-t-il d.it, vos droits avee touts la force de notre influence 
faisant valoir toute la justice de votre cause, je ne puis vous garantir 
officiellement la propriety de vos villages, mais je vous assure que 
vous ne les perdrez point k moins, a-t-il ajout4 en riant, que votre 
affaire ne devienne un casus Belli, je vais 4orire k cet ^gard de ma 
propre main an Major Broadfoot. De semblables paroles de la 

® Fajaers cfic. printed February 26> 1846, pp, 14, 15, • See p. 272, 
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bouclie de S.E. sont faites pour inspirer pleine confiance surtout, 
mon cher Major, quand c’est vous qui est claarg^ d’en assurer les 
bons effets. 

L’escellent accueil qui m’a et6 fait par le chef, et tons les mem- 
bres de Thonorable gouvernement dans mes demarches au sujet de 
cette afaire a 6te, je ne Pignore pas, admirablement preparee par 
VOS rapports favorables, ce sont vos Lettres qui ont excite ces senti- 
ments d’interet que j’ai rencontres par tout ; enfin c’est un plaisir 
bien vrai pour mon ccEur de vous le dire, c’est a vous que je dois le 
succes que j’ai obtenu ; vous avez pratiqu4 a mon egard ce beau 
principe, promettre peu, et faire beaucoup. Je ne sauxai vous 
exprimer avec trop de chaleur toute ma gratitude toute ma recon- 
noissaiice, et je puis aj outer toute celle de ma famille; si elle con- 
serve cette majeure partie de sa fortune c’est a vous qu’elle la devra. 

S.E. m’a assure que les choses seront maintenuea telles que 
Mr, Clerk les a etablies, que les Villages seront administres par les 
employes du Gouv* et les revenues versees dans le tresor et mis it 
ma disposition, je prends done la liberto de vous transmettre ci joint 
une petite note pour vous faire connaitre les charges dont sont 
grevees ces revenues. Veuillez avoir la bontc d’ordonner que ce 
chiffre ne so it pas arbitramement depasse c’est a dire que vous seul 
puissiez I’augmenter si vous le jugiez necessaire. 

Permettez-moi mon cher Major de vous prier de completer pour 
Pavenir votre bonne oeuvre en reglant mes affaires de telle sorte que 
lorsque vous quitterez la place que vous occupez pour montor a 
une nouvelle et plus haute encore position, celui qui vous remplacera, 
dans I’amiti^ et I’interet duquel je n’ai pas lieu d’esperer comme 
dans les votres, ne puisse pas detruire votre ouvrage comme Mr. 
Richmond I’avait fait de celui de Mr. Clerk. 

Ce n’est pas ici le moment de vous rappeller que vous m’avez 
promis de vous adreaser k moi pour ce dont vous pourriez avoir 
besoin en France, cependant je tiens k vous renouveller que ce sera 
une veritable jouissance pour moi de me charger de vos commissions 
et de pouvoir vous etre agr^able, ce sera en la faisant une veritable 
preuve d’amiti^ que vous me donnerez. 

Je partirai le 8 du mois procliain par le Paquebot k Vapeur le 
Precurseur et jeme rendrai en Angleterre avant de rentier enfrance 
ouje serai dans le courrent du mois d’avril, lorsque vous voudrez 
bien m’toire mon adrease est 

Gen. Ventura, chez Mr. Pr6voteau notaire, rue St. Marc Feydeau, 
No. 20. 

Adieu, mon cher Major, veuillez agrder ici la nouvelle assurance 
de toute mon estime et de mon reconnaissant attachement. 

Votre tout devou6, Ventuba. 
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Eably in February the Vakil was able to report that the 
troops which had been sent towards the Sutlej had been, 
withdrawn, and that a considerable number ojf men had 
marched to Jammu against Eaja Gulab Singh. In giving 
this information he intimated that the witlidrawal of the 
Sikh army was owing to his exertions, and said he hoped that 
dissatisfaction would cease, and that the friendship which 
existed in Eanjit Singh’s time would be preserved. 

The Agent assured him that in the friendly feelings of the 
Governor-General to the Maharaja, and in his desire for tlie 
preservation of the former mutual confidence, there was no 
change, and that because of this, and because of the alarm 
and injury which might result at Lahore, the necessary re- 
inforcements for the frontier had not been demanded. 

Yet, on a report from Ambala, which on inquiry turned 
out to have been groundless, the Darbar had suspected the 
Government of India of treachery, and, instead of asking 
for explanation, had adopted steps which need not be re- 
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capitulated, and had followed those steps by marching troops 
towards our frontier. 

Broadfoot after saying he was glad that the troops had 
been recalled, added : ‘ It would be deceiving the Durbar to 
say that I felt the same confidence in them as before ; and 
that in all future arrangements for the frontier, it must be my 
duty to bear in mind what had already happened.’ The Vakil 
asked if he was to communicate this reply to the Darbar, and 
whether it was to be considered as an expression of the views 
of our Government, or merely of those held by the Agent. 

The reply was, that every word might be reported, but 
that, as the Agent had not yet heard from the Governor- 
General on the subject, he must be personally responsible for 
the reply. 

The Vakil then hinted at the necessity under which the 
Darbar laboured of conciliating the troops ; on which Broadfoot 
remarked that this fact merely added strength to what he had 
said, and rendered more grave their recent movement. 

He further took occasion to state w^hat the Vakil well 
knew, and what Eanjit Singh never for a moment forgot, that 
from and after the conclusion of the treaty in 1809, the Sutlej 
had limited the supremacy-^ of the two Powers, and consequently 
the protection of all, high and low, south of the river devolved 
on the Governor- General. That in any government the pro- 
tection of its subjects was a first duty, and that, therefore, the 
Agent’s most important duty was ' to provide against every 
risk, from whatever quarter arising, of injury to any man on 
the south of the Sutlej; and I repeated that in doing so I 
must bear in mind the occurrences showing that Eanjit Singh 
was no longer reigning.’ 

The Vakil assented to all this, and after some less important 
conversation took his leave. 

One of the consequences of the employment of natives in 
certain negotiations which were carried on in Afghanistan during 
the Kabul disasters was, that the men employed had found 
intrigue so profitable that they devoted their attention solely 
to practising on the credulity of British political of&cers. Of 
these men a certain Mulla Ahmad was an adept, and Broadfoot 
discovered that he was in correspondence with two of his 
^ Tile words used were riyasat, ijukumat, and ilchtiyar. 
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Assistants. He pointed out the harm which resulted in the 
Punjab, and in every other country up to Persia, from the 
belief that the Government of India was connected with in- 
trigues and mtriguers so disreputable and unprincipled. He 
cautioned an Assistant to he careful, lest by his mode of re- 
ceiving such persons he might encourage this belief, and give 
the natives reason to suspect that there was foundation for the 
falsehoods by which they lived. 

On his own part he determinedly discouraged all intercourse 
with them ; unfortunately the necessity for this had not been 
so evident to his predecessor, who had written letters to Mulla 
Ahmad, in themselves, it is believed, absolutely innocent, but 
which in the hands of an unscrupulous man could be used 
with evil effect. He naturally did make use of them, and the 
whole correspondence had to be submitted to the Government 
of India. The incident need not be more minutely followed ; 
it is sufticient to record that the entire approval of the Govern- 
ment of India was conveyed to Major Broadfoot for bringing 
the matter to notice in the way he did, and of the course he 
pursued in regard to Mulla Ahmad. 

The following extract from a long letter, dated February 9, 
1845, from Mrs. Cameron is interesting as a record of the 
imi)ression Broadfoot’s conduct as apolitical of&eer was making 
on the Governor-General, and as corroborating opinions some- 
what differently expressed in other letters. 

I have not often dined at Government House since you were , 
here, but I never have diued there without mention being made of j 
you, and made in those terms you would have most liked to hear * 
I will not call them flattering terms, but terms of perfect confidence, j 
On the last occasion Sir Henry Hardinge told me — I do not know | 
whether it was a secret— that he was very anxious to procure forj 
you your lieutenant-colonelcy as soon as possible. I suppose he\ 
has told you as much. Ho has once or twice said to me, ‘ I was led 1 
to form a wrong impression of Broadfoot, and have been told he | 
was a rash and excitable man ; on the contrary, I see that he is ; 
calm and resolute, and when he displays energy it is not to make, 
but to avoid, a war.* 

The general nows of the first half of February will be found 
in the following extract from a letter from Sir Henry Hardinge 
to Lord Ellenborough. 
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Calcutta : February 20, 1845. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough, — There is no abatement in the 
anarchy and mutiny of the Sikh army. They go where they please, 
and every military operation depends upon their temper and caprice 
at the moment. 

Golab Singh has again written to us, delighted to enter into 
terms with us. The first overture was a voluntary offer of his own, 
through a confidential emissary. The letter I now allude to is in 
answer to the intrigue of a Frenchman, a Mons. de St. Amand, a 
great scamp, who took it into his head to go to Jummoo from 
Loodiana, and after two days’ delay, finding he could get no employ- 
ment, pretended he came on a mission from Capt. Mills to propose an 
alliance with the Raja and the conquest of the Punjab. The Raja’s 
letter by his own emissary had been previously received and rejected. 
The Frenchman impudently wrote to Capt. Mills from Jummoo that 
his proposals were accepted, and the Raja has now sent us a letter 
entreating us to lose no time. Broadfoot will show up the impostor, 
and M. de St. Amand will have his nose cut off or be hanged. 

The Sikh troops in Jesrota and the neighbourhood have burnt 
several villages, and carried off 1,000 women and boys. The hill 
tribes are roused to vengeance, and, in spite of their hatred of 
Golab Singh, may rally round him to‘ gratify their vengeance, and 
prevent further horrors from being perpetrated by the Sikhs in their 
country. 

Evidently Golab Singh is greatly alarmed. Lahore is stripped 
of troops, and we hear they have not 12 lacs in the treasury, but 
rely upon their reserve treasure at Govindghur. The grand denoue- 
ment will be postponed until the treasure be exhausted. 

The Ranee continues her debaucheries in the grossest style. 
The army threaten to place Peshora Singh at their head, and I 
believe my threat has saved Dliuleep Singh’s life — that if he were 
deposed by violence the Sikhs must not expect us to recognise his 
successor. 

Our Assistants on the frontier will persist in dabbling in the 

intrigues of the Punjab, and I fear I must withdraw , and 

perhaps . 

We received last night a curious letter from the confidential 
secretary of the Raja of Puteala, stating that the Raja of Nabha 
was convinced he was the eleventh incarnation of Vishnoo, and at 
twenty-four years of age was to rise against the English and vanquish 
them. Several details of the preparations making are given, and 
the letter is remarkably well got up if, as I expect, it is a hoax. I 
therefore do not send it home. 
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There has been sad bungling in the military operations against 
Sawunt Waree.'^ I should have withdrawn Gen. Delamotte had he 
not had some flashes of ability and decision in the storming of 
Sunimunghur and Punalla, for which the Bombay Government gave 
him their thanks. Col. Outram has done very well at the head of 
his column, marching through the jungle in every direction, whilst 
the other columns have been frittering away their time in shelling 
jungles and ravines before they would permit their troops to enter 
them. I have written in strong terms to Bombay on this subject. 

Napier, with his characteristic energy, is hunting the Boogtie 
tribe, and chastising them for their cruelties during the summer in 
plundering our villages near Bhikarpoor. 

I expect to hear the result of a combined movement he is making 
in the hope of catching them in his net ; I doubt this part of the 
enterprise, hut it will bo a very useful operation, and if he can 
capture or destroy two or three hundred of those miscreants he will 
give the preponderance of power to the Murries, a friendly tribe of 
robbers, whom the Boogtius had comiuered, 

All your friends here are in good health, and constantly inq^uire 
after you with the most affectionate interest. 

H. Haedinge. 

The following letter from the Private Secretary to Broad- 
foot on the subject of boats, which had been ordered in 1843 
partly for purposes of traffic, and also to bo available for 
use as a bri(lg(3 if ncc^ossary, has a special importance. The 
measure has been alleged as one of the causes of the out- 
break of war,^ and it is well, therefore, that the principal 
facts concernijig them should be plainly recorded. 

(Conndeulial.) February 20, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot, - The Governor- General has desired me to 
address you on the following subject: 

2. Sixty boats, built at Bombay, liavo just been conveyed into 
the Indus to servo as a river flotilla, and also as a bridge of boats. 

3. They are of otpial dimensions, each carrying a gun, two grap- 
pling irons witli strong chains, and 100 men ; the sixty boats would 
therefore for short distances, such as the passage of a river, carry 
0,000 infantry at one trip. 

“ Sawanlwarl. - -Native Biato in there were rebellions in 1839 and 1844. 
Bombay, under the charge of a poli- (Hunter, Imimial Gazetteer^ vol. xii. 
tioal superintendent; situated about p. 295.) 

200 miles south of Bombay city. “ Cunningham’s SihHs, socon 
The administration was made over to edition, p, 280. 
the British Government in 1838, and 
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4. Each boat has its separate proportion of timber ready for the 
flooring of a bridge of boats, and capable of being laid down in two 
or three hours. 

5. It is not desirable that the purposes to which these boats can 
be applied should unnecessarily transpire. The Governor- General 
does not desire to create alarm which might be prejudicial to the 
Maharaja’s Government. These contingent preparations, which 
policy and prudence dictate, are required by the disgraceful state of 
turbulence in which the Sikh army has so long remained, and which 
amply justifies this and every other preliminary arrangement. I 
need scarcely observe that in the state of the Indian press entire 
secrecy is the proper course to pursue. 

6. But if any inquiry should be made hereafter, your answer will 
be that this flotilla of boats is not at present required on the lower 
Indus, that our commissariat arrangements do require the employ- 
ment of boats between Ferozpore and Sukkur for the supply of the 
latter place with grain, and that these boats are purposely adapted 
for mihtary as well as trading purposes, and form part of our military 
means and establishment on the Indus applicable to any purposes 
for which they may be required either on that river or on the Sutlej ; 
to which you may add several iron steamers which it is convenient 
to the Government to employ on these rivers for the conveyance of 
troops, stores, and supplies ; and of course available for offensive 
as well as for defensive objects, not unnecessarily entering into these 
explanations, but stating the truth if explanation be proper. 

7. On the other hand, you will distinctly understand that our 
only object in desiring secrecy is at aU times and under all circum- 
stances to do nothing which can weaken the Maharaja’s Government 
by exciting alarm or raising discussions in the Indian newspapers. 

8. Orders have been given for these boats to move up to Sukkur ; 
and further orders may be hereafter given for their movement 
towards Ferozpore later in the year. Twenty days must elapse be- 
fore an answer can be received from you to this communication ; but 
as some preliminary arrangements ought to be made, the Governor- 
General has desired me to apprise you of what his intentions are 
in this respect. 

9. The Commissariat Department have from economical motives 
proposed that the Bengal troops at Sukkur should be supplied with 
grain sent down in boats from Ferozpore. The Government has ap- 
proved of this arrangement. The Commissariat will he enabled advan- 
tageously and permanently to employ a certain number of camels 
in bringing the grain to Ferozpore, and to have boats and crews at 
all times in their service regularly paid and under their command. 

10. The trade on the Sutlej , however small, will tend to keep open 



CH. sn 


OH BRIDGE 


285 


this communication between the North-West Frontier and Sind; and 
afford the means of having a command of boats on the river ; and 
the European officers and troops, by the return of the boats employed 
by the Commissariat, will have all their wants supplied at the 
cheapest possible rates. 

11. The Governor- General observes in a newspaper — ‘The 
Friend of India ’ of February 6 — that a Mr. Charde is stated to 
have estabhshed at Ferozpore an Indus boat agency. 

12. It appears to the Governor-General that this speculation 
should be encouraged, if the individual be of a respectable character, 
and that the first step should be to give him the assistance of Govern- 
ment by building a ghaut or wharf for the loading and unloading 
of goods ; the means of securing the boats at all seasons, with a 
road leading to the banks of the river. This wharf should be the 
property of the Government, and be constructed in reference to 
objects of commerce as well as of military convenience in the event 
of a bridge of boats being placed across the Sutlej. It might have a 
house attached to it, for purposes of trade, capable of holding a guard, 
gradually establishing a few houses close to the bank of the river. 

13. In reference to par. 8 the Superintending Engineer would be 
placed in charge of the flooring, timber &c. of each boat, arranging 
them in store according to the most approved method of keeping all 
the parts of one pontoon together, and at all times in order and 
readiness. 

14. The report of the Bombay Committee will at some future 
time be sent to the officer in charge, so as to enable him to calcu- 
late witli precision the exact time required for laying the bridge 
across the river, which by previous arrangement ought not to exceed 
two hours by day or four hours by night, on all which details future 
instructions will be furnished. 

15. The Governor- General has ascertained by the scanty infor- 
mation hitherto sent to him that the boats &c. are ample in space 
and flooring &c. for the object proposed; but he particularly wishes 
you to turn your attention to the best mode and time of bringing 
the boats up to Ferozpore. The inclosed plan and dimensions of 
one of the boats will enable you to form an opinion whether it will 
be more advisable to bring up the boats gradually during the sum- 
mer, unloading the flooring &c. at Ferozpore, and then handing over 
the boats to the Commissariat Department to be used in carrying 
grain down tbe Indus, and thus establishing a navigation up and 
down the river in our own boats ; or whether it will be a preferable 
decision to keep the boats and their timbers at Sukkur, not divulging 
their object until the last moment, if ever the necessity should arise. 
In this latter case an officer of the Bengal Sappers and Miners should 
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take charge of the boats at Sukkur, and be well informed on all points 
relating to the construction of the bridge. 

16. The quieter mode as regards reports of their ultimate desti- 
nation, would be to bring up and to store all the timbers at Feroz- 
pore, being prepared with artillery waggons belonging to the batteries 
at Ferozpore to transport them in an hour to the riverside whenever 
required. 

17. It will be desirable to ascertain the probable time which one 
of these boats would take in coming up from Sukkur to Ferozpore, 
say during the months of June, July, and August. 

18. The Governor-General therefore wishes you to take all these 
matters into your consideration, and to give him your opinion at 
your earliest convenience. 

19. Adverting to par. 5 of this letter, you will clearly understand 

that this preparation for a movable bridge is a part of the military 
establishment of every army, and is to be considered in no respect 
a departure from the policy of maintaining a Sikh power perma- 
nently in the Punjab by every possible means consistent with exist- 
ing treaties. In devising the best mode of proceeding regarding 
this bridge, care must be taken to avoid publicity by which the 
Maharaja’s interests might be damaged, or the confidence of the 
Sikh army in his Highness’s Government shaken by British pre- 
parations, which when known are inevitably of a character to 
excite suspicion. Yours &c. 

C. S. Haedinge. 

To this letter Broadfoot replied, that he was glad that the 
boats were coming, as they were much wanted ; and that un- 
less they were required at Sukkur, they should be sent at once 
to Pirozpur. If the Darbar asked about them, explanation 
would be given as desired ; and the sooner the better, for the 
Sikhs were already aware, for reasons which had been ex- 
plained to them, that the British Government was strengthen- 
ing its force on the frontier, and that the means of crossing 
rivers formed part of our equipment. 

For the last ten to fourteen years the Sikhs had kept 
nearly all the boats on the north side of the river, thereby 
causing inconvenience to the villages on the south side, and 
giving rise to considerable complaint. 

Broadfoot's view regarding the river was, that it was an 
open highway, and that we, as well as the Sikhs, had a right 
to use it; consequently, that we w^re entitled to have the 
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means of using it. This was more than ever necessary since 
the annexation of Sind. 

The Darhar, as has been mentioned, had sent part of the 
Sikh army to coerce EajaGulab Singh in his capital, Jammu, 
to make him part with money which ho loved so well, and to 
agree to conditions which he disliked. 

His old opponent Sardar Patteh Singh, Man,'^ and some 
others, were deputed to arrange terms, whilst the army halted 
near Jammu. The Eaja received them with great honour, 
and amused them for several days with alternate professions 
of submission and hints of defiance. A deputation from the 
panchayats then arrived. The Eaja treated them as masters 
of the State placed his sword and shield on the ground at 
their feet, and stood before them with his hands joined. He 
expatiated, 7nore Asiatico, on the bounty of the Sikhs to his 
family,^ whose long-tried loyalty and devotion were recognised, 
and during whose tenure of office the State had enjoyed pros- 
perity. Pie contrasted this with the present deplorable state 
of affairs ; the wealth and projierty of the Khalsa embezzled 
by the present rulers, the treasuries exhausted, and the con- 
sequent imminent inaliility to pay the troops. He enhanced 
these arguments by making lavish presents to the deputation, 
to evince his gratitude and admiration. At length, after 
much argument, on February 28, the Eaja consented to 
certain terms, and, as an earnest of sincerity, agreed to hand 
over to Sardar Patteh Singh and Wazir Bachna four lakhs 
of rupees. The money was duly paid, and they with their 
escort departed. Just outside Jammu a party in ambush 
fired on them. Patteh Singh and the Wazir were killed, 
many others were wounded, and the treasure was recap- 
tured. 

In spite of Gulab Singh’s protestations of innocence and 
grief, the army was incensed at the deception practised, and 
all his skill was required to avert the dangers by which he was 
surrounded. How he managed this will in duo course appear ; 

* The full name and title appear Chiefs, p. 177.) 
to be Sardar Eatlch Singh, Man, of ® The Sikhs had murdered his 
Mananwala. The village Mananwala brother and nephew, and his son was 
is said to have been destroyed about killed along with Kunwar Nao Nihal 
the year 1720. (Griflin’s Punjab Bingh. 



288 


LETTER FROM SIR C. NAPIER 


CH. XII 


meanwhile Sir Charles Napier thus described the expedition 
against the Bugtis which has already been mentioned. 

Deyrah : February 24, 1845. 

My dear Sir, — I have yours of the 11th instant. The Mooltan 
authorities are behaving apparently very fairly. The hill Mazarecs 
are the people I referred to ; but I have reason to think that his High- 
ness Ali Morad did them injustice in accusing them of honesty and 
humanity towards brother robbers. 

They have sent to me all assurances to the contrary, and I in- 
cline to think that they would take great 'pleasure in a little pleasant 
practice upon any property he^" took with him, and feel no weakness 
or sentimental tenderness as to his throat. Where he is I am unable 
to discover. I nearly came upon him on the 20th. We took a quantity 
of baggage and grain to the value of some thousand rupees, which 
he had not time to load, 

I have now formed a cordon from this to the Mazaree boundary. 
The Murrees have sent to say they are coming to make their salaam, 
and I have offered them this fine country, which is now in our pos- 
session. This plain is quite beautiful, and has a fine stream of pure 
water running through it. Every part might be a rich garden. 
Yet, with the exception of a few patches round the fortress, there is 
no sign of cultivation. [It is] a regular den of robbers. You can- 
not enter this superb valley but through such passes as I never saw 
before. Why they let me in I know not, but here I am, and hold 
the ;pass to get o%tt again too, or I should not feel satisfied, I assure 
you. 

I think you will ere this have received my letter to say that I had 
given up coming to Deyrah from the river, for fear of any collision 
or inconvenience to the General Government. However, had I done 
so, the total destruction of these tribes would have been accomplished 
a full month ago. We have pretty well done for them as it is ! 

Beheve me &c. 

C. J. Napier. 

Major Broadfoot had written in February to congratulate 
Havelock on the birth of a daughter, and appears to have 
apologised for not giving him Lahore news because that was 
treated as confidential. Havelock, who was then with Sir H. 
Gough, replied as follows : 

« ‘He’ probably refers to Beja previous letters as the leader of the 
Khaja, already mentioned in Sir 0. N.’a Bugtis. 
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Headquarters Camp : March 1, 1845. 

My dear Broaclfoot, — Your welcome letter of the ISth ult. was 
long on the road, and longer still has been my delay in answering 
it. Many thanks for your kind congratulations on the birth of my 
youngest daughter. . . . 


I have as perfectly apprehended as if you had before written it, 
the impossibility of your giving me any details of the result of your 
observation of affairs beyond the Sutlej. I only wish the Govern- 
ment always to be served in the same spirit of honourable reserve 
by its political servants, and that all my friends, when they think of 
me, may be guided by the same principle of duty in the first place. 
But I venture to hope that you will visit Simla soon, and that we 
shall be able to enjoy long chats de omnibus relus et quihusdam 
aids, without any rub to the conscience of either. This, I trust, 
is not so distant an expectation ag that of my excellent master 
when he said to the Chinese mandarin, ‘ Sir, if either business 
or pleasure shall ever bring you to the county of Limerick, I 
hope we shall renew our acquaintance at my country seat at Kath- 
ronan.’ 

I anr glad the follow Duriya Khan has been clmpao-cdd I re- 
collect my old Mooficc giving me a description of him at Jellalabad. 
Ho enlarged much on his Afghan virtues of liberality, courage, and 
hospitality, and wound up wit]i : ‘ Oh ! ho is a noble fellow. I have 
seen the man. Ho wears armour, and is a regular hero ; and he 
plunders everybody.’ 

The late feat of a surprise so sudden and bold appears to justify 
Lawrence’s character of Tej Singh the Governor, who told mo he 
was one of the best of the remaining Bildi Sirdars. When I referred 
to Ventura, however, for his character, the Frenchman shrugged 
his shoulders, and said, ‘ C’cst un animal 1 ’ Lawrence, I suppose, 
was right. 

I am pleased to hear that my old friends of tlio Sappers remember 
me. I am writing at the table which one of them made for me, and 
which I always regard on that account as a piece of furnitiaro beyond 
price ; and thereon lies the writing desk, which was taken out of 
Akbar’s tent, on the morning in which they carried his encampment 
with me. You must care for them ^ certainly ; but I trust, my good 
friend, that neither the duties of chieftainship, nor any other thing, 


^ Chapdo, a Buclden attack, a sur- 
prise. 

^ CGrtain Afghans are referred to, 
who were in Broadfoot’fl Sappers, and 
who, on the incorporation of that regi- 


ment with the Bengal Sappers and 
Minors, refused to leave their leader. 
They were known as Broadfoot’s 
bodyguard, and were with him to 
the last. 


U 
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•will make yon forget the expediency of providing for the future whilst 
you hold your present good appointment. 

Sir Robert ® came to us three or four days ago, looking as well 
as ever after a fatiguing dak journey ; and desires me to send you his 
sincere regards. 

I am glad you think well of the Lieutenant-Governor, or rather 
of Thomason ; for I knew him as a boy in his father’s house at 
Calcutta in 1823, and augured well of him there. A disappointment 
in such cases is painful ; and therefore I triumph in his honest suc- 
cess in after life, as I do in that of Talfourd the lawyer, Sir W. Norris, 
Hare the archdeacon, and Connop Thiiiwall, now a bishop ; because 
I witnessed the first steps of the career of all and each, and thought 
that they were good. Of soldiers whom I knew when young, old 
Harry Smith is the only one who has come nearly up to the mark 
of my expectations. 

You are quite right ; in public affairs, as in matters eternal, tlae 
path of popularity is the broad way, and that of duty the straight ^ 
gate, and ‘ few there be that enter thereby.’ I shall have been half 
a century in the world if I am spared another month, and end in 
opinion where I began. Principles alone are worth living for or 
striving for; and of all the animals, the most ill-judging, ungrateful, 
and opposed to their own true interests, are men, that is mankind. 
Of that race the best portion are the women, as those of the lords of 
the creation will ever confess whose hearts God has guided to a right 
choice from amongst them. 

I had intended to mention something which Marshman wrote 
me about your Maulmain Government, all favourable ; but I have 
exceeded due limits, and must stop. Hoping soon to write again, 
and to hear from you, I remain, ever &c. 

H. Havelock. 

In the next letter, the only part that requires remark is 
that in which Lord Ellenborough alludes to Mr. Clerk being 
ready to go to the Punjab under certain circumstances. It will 
be shown hereafter that some such proposal was made, hut 
was declined by the Governor-General. 

London : March 7, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot,— Many thanks for your letter of January 17. 

It is a great comfort to me to know that you are on the frontier 
at this critical juncture. Sir Henry expresses his satisfaction with 

® Sale, apparently. T7ortb, approved by Johnson. [N. 

1 * The practice of writing Pr. estroU\ Lai striotus.] ’ Extract 

for not crooked, and strait for narrow, from Johnson^s Dictionary, by Dr. B. 
rests mainly on the dictum of Ains- G. Latham, vol. ii. part ii. p. 1067. 
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your proceedings in every letter, and his satisfaction is shared by 
Lord Eipoii. Depend upon it, I am not forgetful of your wishes as 
to further brevet rank, and I know well how useful eventually to the 
service your advancement would be. 

I hope another year will elapse before you are compelled to cross 
the Sutlej. You will be prepared by that time, and the lapse of time 
will make your work easier. I wish I could think that your advance 
would not ultimately become necessary. 

In any case it is wise to confine ourselves to attempting one 
thing at a time, and we have now a larger force in Sawuntwaree 
than we had at Candahar, and the troops at Sukkur are not dis- 
posable for Mooltan. 

I am very glad to hear that my new road from Delhi to Bahawul- 
poor was found practicable by the Bundelcund Legion. 

In the event of your going into the Punjab, I know Mr. Clerk 
will be ready at once to proceed thither. He is entirely at Sir Henry’s 
disposal for that service, notwithstanding his eventual succession to 
the Council, which he would readily throw over. Most of the Surdars 
he knew are, however, gone. I believe all who were at Ferozporo 
are now dead, except the Fakeer Azeezoodeen. 

I hope you will take care of your health during the hot weather, 
for you cannot be spared. My best wishes will ever attend you. 

Yours (fee. 

Ellenbobough. 

The events of the time are mentioned in the following 
letter from Sir Henry Hardinge to Lord Ellenhorough : some 
of them have been already described ; hut though repetition 
would be avoided by partial omissions, yet on the whole it 
seems better to quote the letter in substantial integrity. 

Calcutta : March 8, 1845. 

My dear Lord Ellonborougli, — About 35,000 men of the Sikh 
army are before Jummoo, having left about 15,000 infantry, and 
the greater portion of their artillery and cavalry, in the plains around 
Lahore and Umritsur. 

The generals were ordered by the punchayets not to interfere 
with the negotiations which they had commenced on the part of 
the army with Eaja Golab Singh. These delegates, selected from 
the ranks, exceeding 150 in number, were most humbly received by 
Golab Singh. He laid his sword and shield at their feet, and 
declared them, as the representatives of the army, to be his 
masters. 

Both parties agreed in abusing the Eanee and her brother. He 
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(Golab Singh) contrasted the prosperity of the Sikh State when his 
family were employed, with the misgoveinment of a debauched 
w^oman and a brutal brother, who had recently mutilated a Brahmin 
by cutting off his nose, ears, and hands for having obeyed Heora 
Singh’s order to arrest him. He compared his loyalty, his services, 
and his gratitude with the wretched system carried on by the present 
rulers, who would shortly not have bread for the soldiery. He 
promised a gold ring 10^. in value to each punchayet, and a dona- 
tion of 250,0002. for the army. 

They applauded his discourse. Sweetmeats, and drink, and 
women were provided, and the delegates have been wntli him for a 
week. His own troops are kept distinct; and hating him as the hill 
tribes do for his severity and extortion, they are so exasperated by 
the rape of their women and the scandalous excesses now indulged 
in by the Sikh army, that their loyalty to Golab Singh is for the 
moment secured by their hatred of the Sikhs. 

The result of the negotiations is reported to have been an offer 
to Golab Singh to take the office of Wuzzeer, which of course he 
has declined in favour of Peshora Singh, who has consented to 
accept it provided his demand of five or six heads be conceded, par- 
ticularly that of the slave girl Mungla. 

He would equally have insisted on the head of the little Maha- 
raja, but some time ago I desired Broadfoot formally to declare to 
the Durbar that if he w^ore deposed by violence we would not recog- 
nise his successor, and with some strong expressions against the 
army this declaration was conveyed to the Durbar, and, Broadfoot 
reports, has undoubtedly saved the boy’s life for the present ; the 
army having more than once declared their readiness to depose him 
in favour of Peshora Singh. 

The latter has also agreed to the terms of giving 15 rs. a month 
to every infantry soldier. 

The punchayets enlist men ; and the army, which had been 
gradually reduced by Heera Singh, has been augmented by the 
Eanee and the punchayets by about 9,000 men. The finances must 
shortly fail by the profusions and extortions of all parties to drain 
the treasury, and the want of power in the Ranee to resist. ^ She 
meditates flight to our side the Sutlege, but is so weak, and has so 
many treacherous confidants, that her design is known, and, if 
intercepted, [she] will probably lose her life. 

This is the state of things by the last accounts ; but I think it 
not unlikely that the army, at the last moment having marched up 

® The finances must shortly fail, draining the treasury, and the Rani 
because profusion, and extortion of is powerless to resist, 
high rates of pay for the soldiers, are 
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into the mountains, will not consent to march down again without 
receiving the donation or the plunder of Jummoo. They will not 
he so stupid as to he satisfied with words, and are so completely 
without restraint that I expect to hear they have captured Jummoo, 
wdiich is not strong, and therefore in which place the wily Eaja 
will not trust himself. 

Our protected Sikh territory begins to feel the effects of what is 
passing on the other side. I have not heon able to ascertain that 
any impression has been made on our sepoys. Broadfoot has this 
matter in hand. I dare not write on this subject to the Commander- 
in- Chief. . . . 

We shall now begin to move up the additional regiments to 
Ferozpoor, Loodiana, and Umballa, the barracks &c. being nearly 
ready ; and as the fords deepen, and the heat increases, these move- 
ments will cause no alarm ; but quietly we shall get the troops into 
their proper places. 

We shall have seven European regiments between Meerut and 
the river, and the eighth European regiment at Agra, with about 
seventy pieces of horse artillery and field batteries within the same 
distance, and if the necessity should arise, full 40,000 men for field 
service, and 100 guns. During the next six months we hope to get 
the whole of our affairs with the protected Sikhs into better order ; 
and we must be quite certain of their temper before we leave them 
in our rear. This military democracy of the puncliayet system is 
most dangerous ; the point of endurance beyond which it cannot be 
tolerated has not arrived, and the trial of attempting to maintain a 
Sikh Government in power must run its course. I do not think that 
any administration or any military chief can regain ascendency over 
the army managed by the punchayets. A strong Sikh Government, 
from its position, its resources, and its rdigion^ is a desideratum 
which, I fear, is unattainable ; ^ and when the finances fail, this Sikh 
people, or in other words this Sikh army, will relapse into the rude 
state of their grandfathers, from which they only emerged fifty years 
ago, and to which they will have no objection to return. 

But as regards the policy of this question, there can be no doubt 
that it is an easier, a simpler, and more decisive mode of dealing 
with them, to cripple and subdue them as an army rather than to 
do the same thing'* against hordes of Pindaries (fee. 

Indian policy and European feeling will become each day more 
.difficult to reconcile ; but being pretty well prepared for any event 

® Meana apparently, the Govern- religion is democratic, 
ment cannot be strong, because (1) it * This word is doubtful in the 
is controlled by panchayats ; (2) finan- original, 
cial failure is imminent; and (3) its 
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at this season of the year, we have only to wait the progress of 
events, and act accordingly. 

Napier has, with his characteristic energy, done everything that 
could be performed in his late expedition. The capture of their 
hocks may make them more cautious in giving us offence. At the 
same time it is apparent that these Parthians of the desert cannot 
be caught or their atrocities punished ; we shall probably be able to 
come to terms with them, and I am expecting to hear from him daily. 

The Sawunt Warree expedition has given us more trouble than 
it ought. The forts are very strong, the ravines steep, and the 
jimgles on their sides almost impracticable. CoL Outram volun- 
teered his sendees when recalled from Colapoor : they were accepted. 
He was placed at the head of 1,000 men, and certainly the boldness, 
energy, and perseverance with which he conducted his operations 
are a marked contrast to the feebleness and folly of the other com- 
manders of the columns ordered to co-operate with him. 

Sir G. Arthur has therefore offered him Sattara ; CoL Ovans, 
after his exposure at Punalla, having resigned. I see Napier is 
surprised and annoyed. He was thanked for storming the breach 
at Punalla. I refused to do so on the ground that, being in a poli- 
tical office, he had no right to expose his life ; and the officers of 
the army, who had had all the fag of the siege, ought not to have 
rival Bayards when there was no military necessity for the display 
of his courage, I am at the end of my sheet. 

Yours &c. H. Habdikge. 

The Sikh army, exasperated by the successful treachery 
of Gulab Singh, were encamped in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Jammu. That city, the capital of the Baja’s dominions, 
and still the political capital of the Kashmir and Jammu 
state, is beautifully situated on the right bank of the river 
Tavi or Tawi, in the outermost range of the lower Himalaya. 
It mainly depends on the Tawi for water, and both town and 
fort, separated from each other hy the river, are commanded 
by an adjacent height. Between the little river and the plains 
is a belt of thick wood, outside of which is the Tillu tank. 
The hill men held the town and the belt of wood ; the Sikhs 
occupied the stony plains beyond, which in the month of 
March, and indeed generally, except during the wet season, 
are dry, and not agreeable as a camping ground. 

Want of water made the Sikhs attack the hill men ; after 
a stubbornly contested fight, which lasted eight hours, and in 
which the leader of the hill troops was slain, the defenders 
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were driven from the river, the tank, and the outer jungle. 
It only remained to seize a small fort which commanded the 
approach to Jammu, to make certain of the capture of the 
city. The garrison of this fort sent out men to negotiate its 
surrender. But, instead of completing their victory, the Sikh 
leaders returned to camp, leaving their troops to follow as they 
pleased. The latter, after resting from the fatigue of fighting, 
pillaged the neighbourhood, ‘ committing such atrocities that 
many women having lost caste threw themselves into wells, 
and others to avoid dishonour were destroyed by their fathers, 
husbands, or brothers.’ 

The hill men in the mean time reoccupied all the ground 
they had lost, except the tank and lower part of the river. 

On the second night they attacked, with great vigour, the 
camp of Sardar Sham , Singh, Atariwala, captured two guns, 
and were on the eve of complete victory, when that chief 
dismounted from his elephant, rallied his men, recovered the 
guns, and repulsed the hill troops with loss. 

By degrees the discomforts of the situation, and the want 
of any material* success, spread discouragement amongst the 
Sikhs ; and made them, in consequence, more disposed to 
entertain Eaja Gulab Singh’s overtures for negotiation. The 
report of a doubtful battle between Eatnu, the Eaja’s wazir, 
and Sardar Eanjur Singh, confirmed this feeling ; and the pan- 
chayats eagerly accepted the Eaja’s terms. It is unnecessary to 
consider them, for neither party had any intention of abiding by 
them, when inconvenient, or when they could be evaded. 

The news of a reconciliation between the Sikh leaders and 
Eaja Gulab Singh was very unwelcome to the Darbar at 
Lahore. The Eani and her brother feared the immediate 
return of the troops, from whose detested presence they had 
enjoyed temporary relief, Sardar Jawahir Singh at once sent 
to Eaja Lai Singh, the commander of the Sikh army, an 
agent, who was entrusted with orders desiring the prompt ab- 
rogation of the treaty, the seizure and transmission to Lahore 
of Gulab Singh’s hostages, and the capture of Jammu, 

The hostages appealed to the panchayats, who, without 
hesitation, conducted them in safety to Jammu. Then the 
. Sardar’s message was debated. After a stormy^discussion the 
messenger was desired to return to his master, to inform him 
that he was unfit to govern, and would be speedily removed 
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from office, when he would be at liberty and have leisure to 
capture Jammu himself. This message filled the Sardarwith 
terror. The Sikhs retired about five miles from the town, 
and their leaders met Gulab Singh, halfway between the two 
armies, in a garden near the Tillu tank, to arrange matters. 

The Kaja, with his hands folded and a sheet thrown over his 
neck as a suppliant, stood before the chiefs and professed sorrow for 
his ofi’ences, leaving punishment or forgiveness in their hands. 
They assured him that he had committed no ofiencc, and after 
exchanging presents and conversing as friends for above an hour, 
they separated. 

By the time the leaders had returned to the army, a 
change had come over the spirit of that unruly body. When 
told that peace had been concluded, and that they must re- 
turn to Lahore, they answered ‘ that anyone who chose might 
go, hut that they would not stir,’ a decision which caused as 
great dismay in Jammu as their reported return had caused 
in Lahore. 

But if there was dismay in Jammu, it was not felt by the 
Eaja to such an extent as to paralyse his energy. Tlie day 
after the interview he arrived in the Sikh camp with but a 
slender escort. The boldness of the step commanded the ad- 
miration of the troops, who, for a moment, saw in him the 
only possible reformer of the Lahore Government. 

' At the Durbar the news caused terror, suspending oven 
the drunkenness and buffoonery of the Holee,"’ which Sardar 
Jowahir Singh had carried to an excess unknown before,’ 
and offensive to a court not remarkable for decency. But the 
army was very fickle ; the news of some slight success gained 
by Sardar Eanjur Singh banished the favourable impression 
made by Gulab Singh, and he became virtually a prisoner in 
their hands. His position was extremely critical, and such as 
to demand the exercise of all his skill and resource. 

Whilst the Punjab was in this disturbed state, Broadfoot 
endeavoured to prevent disorder from seriously affecting the 
protected states. In a letter to Lord Ellenborough, dated 
2ira, March 19, 1845, he wrote : 

^ HoU, the spring festival or car- being the sprinkling of a red powder 
nival, in honour of Krishna and the over Bpeotators, and singing obscen^ 
milkmaids, the most noticeable feature songs. See Yule’s Glossary, p. 328, 
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I liavG been for some time trying to restore sometliing like order 
in tliis part of tlio country, and not, I hope, entirely -without success ; 
hut confusion in the Punjab will always prevent entire tranc^uillity 
on our side of the river. 

Sir Charles Napier is showing the Belochees how little formid- 
able they and their hills arc to our troops when rightly led. He 
has been very successful, at wdiich I rejoice on every account. It 
will tend greatly to tranquillise upper Sindh. 

On this frontier all your plans are carried out, and with perfect 
success, hitherto and prospectively. If I cannot help wishing you 
had been here to guide the execution, it is not from any want of 
kindness towards me on the part of Sir Henry Hardinge, for that 
has been almost equal to your own. Nor has he adopted, as far as 
I can see, your policy in tliis quarter by halves : all his nieasurea 
seem to me tlioso which you would yourself have adopted under the 
circumstances. 

The following extract is from a letter of the Governor- 
General to Lord Elleuborough : 

Calcutta : March 22, 1845. 

My dear Lord Ellonhorough, — As I told you in my last note, so 
it lias happened, that the negotiations having been closed by Golab 
Singh consenting to make tlie payments, tlio aiiny sent Vakeels to 
receive the money ; they received four lacs as an instalment, and a 
short distance IVoiii duuimoo wore waylaid and doliboratoly murdered 
by Clolab yingli’s orde.rs. Tlio money wag l)rought back to Jummoo. 

The army then closed up, and Hoino fighting has taken place, 
but with no imjiortant rosuU ; and if tlio Bikh army find the under- 
taking move dilhcult than they expected, they will probably again 
resort to negotiation, each party, by fraud and crime, trying to betray 
the other. 

At Lalioro ovcrytliing goes on as usual. Gross debauchery and 
drunken brutality, in which Jowahir Bingh killed one of his ser- 
vants the other dny. No prospect of any successor of Eunjeet 
Singh’s energy and mind ; and no hope of any government over 
regaining the ascendency over this republican army, so admirably 
organised for successful mutiny and the indulgence of licentious 
crimes. 

Broadfoot is doing good service. I am sorry to say was in 

’s bands ; and 1 hear that my letter desiring it to be understood 

and pointed out to the Eajas, that your foreign policy was to be 
unchanged, never was communicated, and that this lieutenant has 
been taking a latitude and power which, if it be proved, will induce 
mo to remove him immediately. He is a perfect Sikh ; but the 
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major will soon put our affairs to riglits ; and, in an opposite quarter, 
I have the pleasure to report that Durand continues to give full 
satisfaction and is very happy, Haedinge 

About the very time that the preceding letter was written, 
there occurred the first serious violation of our frontier. It 
w^as serious, not from the strength of the party which crossed 
the Sutlej without leave, hut from the fact that it was a 
deliberate attempt to ascertain whether we wm’o in earnest as 
regarded recent warnings addressed to the Darbar. 

Broadfoot was in camp at Zira, a considerable place on 
the old road from Ludhiana to Firozpur, when the news 
reached him that a party of Sikh cavalry had crossed the 
river and taken up a position at Taiwan di, a village near 
Harike patan ^ and not far from Sobraon, where the great 
battle was afterwards fought. 

He sent off at once to ascertain the strength and position 
of the party ; summoned the Vakil, who being in total ignor- 
ance of the matter could give no explanation ; and informed 
the officer commanding H.M.’s 62nd Eegiment, then in camp 
at Kot Isa Khan, distant about sixteen miles. 

At midnight, having heard that the party consisted of 
about 200 horsemen of the Lahore army, and two officers, 
Broadfoot sent the Vakil to them to cause their return, and told 
him that unless news of their departure by daybreak was re- 
ceived, he would move his camp to the spot, and recommended 
that all should he settled before he arrived. 

In the morning no news came, and the detachment which 
formed the Agent’s escort marched; just as Broadfoot was 
about to join them, one of the Sikh party came and showed 
him an order from Sardar Hira Singh, ^ brother of the Eani, 
directing the keeper of the ferry to pass the party across the 
Sutlej. 

He said that their destination.was Kot Kapoora ; but he professed 
readiness to return if I demanded it. 

I directed him to inform those who had sent him, that warning 

® Harike (Hureeke), ferry or ford, below its junction with the Beas. 

It is situated where the road from ^ Not to be confounded with Raja 
Amritsar to Zira, Dharmkot, and Hira Singh, the often mentioned 
Ludhiana crosses the Sutlej a little Wazir. 
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having long since been given that armed parties crossing the river 
without pennission would be destroyed, I recommended them to 
settle with tlio zemindars,^ and recross before the detachment ar- 
rived ; and 1 warned them that they would not be allowed to cross 
till compensation was made lor the plunder of the evening. 

When llroadfoot arrived at the village, ho found the party 
goiKS and no compensation paid. He therefore followed at 
once witli the irregular horse of the escort, and at the river 
was met by the Va,kil, who was profuse in excuses in order to 
give the party time to escape. 

1 tlierefove pushed on to the water’s edge, where the sowars^ 
were liastouing tludr embarkation : it would have boon easy to 
destroy or capture the whole party; but on coming near them I 
perceived that they were of the best description of Ghorcharra,^ 
and therefore in all j)robability scut, as they said, by the Darbar, or 
rather by that portion of it which does not favour the English 
alliance. It sctuiuul desi rabbi, therefore, to do no more than was 
necessary to cunvincio the Darhar that if tlioy sent their troops 
across the frontier without leave, they put them into the position of 
criminals whose redoaso was a matter of clomoucy. 

In and near one boat were the leaders. This party I desired to 
give thomstilves up, and, on tlioir refusal, warned them that they 
would be destroy(‘d if they resisted. As they would not surrender, 
1 ordered our cavalry to sei^u and disarm them, without using force 
luibiss resishmee were made. The order was executed promptly, and 
with as litiUi confusion and violence as can in such cases be expected. 
1 heard only one sliot, which I believe was fired by mistake, and it 
is doubtful wlitiLlier it took eifect. 

Having socuriKl tlie leaders, 1 directed the rest of the party to 
be Huderiid to recross unmolested, and carried the prisoners imme- 
diately to the neighbouring village. 

In tlui evouiug tlie villag(‘.rB attended, and the damage 
done by the liorsmuou was asBOBsed and paid. The horses 
and arms were then ri^ntorcd, and the priBoners were made 
over to the Vakil, who was instructed to pass them across the 
river.^ 

Their leader was Baba Bishan Bingh, Bedi, who soon 

« cultivator holding vil- « From a memorandum kindly 

lago lands. famished by him, it appears that Mr. 

« Soiodr, horsoman. li. N. Cust, Personal Assistant to the 

* OhQTclMrnii irregular cavalry. Agent, was present on this occasion. 
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fraternised with the Agent, and frankly confessed that he 
knew their action was contrary to rule ; hut such was the state 
of the Darbar, that a man could only save himself from insult ® 
by doing what he Iniew to be wrong. That Diwan Dinanath 
was the only wise man left ; but, he said, ^ amidst ten fools a 
single wise man becomes also foolish.’ The Bedi repeatedly 
said, ^ The men of this day do not know, that without peace 
and friendship with the English we cannot stand. They will 
force on a quarrel, and then what will they do ? Others who 
are wiser, are forced to join and will perish with them, for we 
also are Khalsa.’ 

The Bedi w^as right, and the noble death at Sobraon of 
Sardar Sham Singh, forced by the taunts and jeers of the 
Bani to oppose the English, against his better judgment, is an 
apt illustration. 

In reporting the occurrence just detailed, Broadfoot re- 
marked that the forbearance showm would probably be mis- 
understood, and ascribed to any cause save the true one. 

The Governor-General expressed entire approval of the 
Agent’s proceedings. He was in some doubt as to the object 
of sending the party across without leave, and thought it 
might be in order to test our state of preparation to prevent 
crossing, or perhaps the result of an intrigue to comp>romise 
some jiarty with the Government. 

In reporting the matter for the information of the English 
Government, he remarked that ''Major Broadfoot behaved 
with great firmness and judgment in the matter,’ and that 
all his proceedings on the occasion, and his letters to the Vakil 
and Darbar, were approved. 

The Home Government concurred with the Government of 
India as to the propriety of the Agent’s conduct. The act 
was held to be, on the part of the Darbar, an improper one, 
opposed to existing practice, and a striking example of the risk 
of collision which might at any moment arise on the south 
side of the river, as long as the Lahore Government was in 
such a state of anarchy and confusion. If the Governor- 
General considered that other incursions were likely to be 
made, he was authorised to notify to the Maharaja’s Govern- 
ment that such acts could not be tolerated ; that the anarchical 

® The expression he used was ‘ ’izzat bachana.’ 
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state of his Governnaent had long been a source of inconveni- 
ence and annoyance ; that in conaoquonce a large force had 
to be kept on the frontier ; that those friendly relations to 
which so groat valno was attached, were endangered ; and that 
to the good faith of the British Government and to its support, 
it was prohalde that Duleep Singh owed liis position as Maha- 
raja, if not his life ; but that the British Government were 
bound to protect their own subjects and dependants, and could 
not suffer their interests to bo imperilled by tlio incapacity of 
the Lalioro Ciovcrnnieiit to control its turbulent army. 

The Go^'crnor- General was further authorised to administer 
the Maharaja’s cis-Rutloj estates, and to forbid the Lahore 
authorities, ci vil or militiwy, to cross the river for any purpose of 
administration whatever. It was considered that this measure, 
being under the circmnstant;os one of strict necessity and self- 
dcfouco, conld bis no act of hostility or aggression on our part. 

When Broad foot wa,s appointed Agent, ho wrote home for 
an extensive oLitlit, idatt'., china &c. &c., on a scale which 
proved he wa,s in ne,ed of the. warning addressed to him in 
Havelock’s hist leit(;r, to provide now for the future. Though 
a strict economist as regarded Government money, he was 
careless, and liy iia,tnre generous and extravagant, as regarded 
his own. Ihs wa,s awa.re. of this, and his time was fully occu- 
piiid with G iivevnnuait xvovk, which is to some extent an excuse ; 
in many of his pi'ivate Icdtca-s he alludes to the subject, always 
going to save money, hut somehow ii(;ver doing so. llis 
itbsas wire, la,rg(!, and may lairtly lie gathered from the follow- 
ing letter to his aunt. Miss Huthcirland. 

Camp, Zoora : April 4, 1845. 

Your hitter of b’oliruary 7 and all the bills have just arrived; 
and on looking over tb(i lists of all the lino things I fool like a little 
looy with ir now coat. Scii'imisly .1 have no doubt that everything 
will be exac.tJy wind, I. wanted, and 1 hope you will believe how 

greatly i am ol)liged to you. . „ , t> i 

Tlui sum is large, and with freight, ciirnago &c. from Bombay, 
anothor lOOi. will be added at hmst. likit when they reach me they 
will bo hotter in ev(!ry way than I could have collected in this 
country for 1,000k or 1,200/., and they are not superfluities, but 

matters of iieceasity. . , , 

I beliovo 1 have told you that I roooive boro 1,000k a year more 
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than I did in Maiilmain ; but here, as there, I am obliged to keep open 
house for all comers of a certain rank that choose, and all of the 
highest rank honour me, as a matter of course, with their company 
as guests. When the people are agreeable it is pleasant enough, and 
in every case it is as much what I am paid for as the work amidst 
which your letter finds me, and from which I take a moment to 
answer. There is far more company to be seen here than in Maul- 
main, but in many respects this is a cheaper country. In Maulmam 
it would have been difficult to save money ; here, once I am set up, 
I hope to save the extra 1,0002. a year. 

I wish you could come out and keep house for me ; I should then 
have the advantage of a married man, shall I wickedly say, without 
being plagued with a wife ? That would be profane, so I only say 
the advantage, which is that people do not consider the house of a 
married man a hotel, except inrare cases of men of the highest ivank. 

I have been much amused at seeing frills ; where are they worn ? 
round the neck like Queen Elizabeth, or the wrists like Queen 
Anne’s courtiers, or on the breast as in the days of the Prince 
Eegent and dandies ? See what an antediluvian I shall be reckoned 
when I return ; yet it seems but yesterday since I was among you. 

I am encamped here waiting for the results of a struggle at 
Lahore for the government, which was possible yesterday and may 
happen to-day ; and I believe here is an express from that land of 
uproar, which must make me close this. It is an express, but no 
actual fighting as yet. 

Early in April the Agent wrote a long and exhaustive re- 
port on the old treaties and pajoers which contained informa- 
tion regarding the relations of the Protected States to the 
Government of India. He considered it to be established tliat 
the Lahore cis-Sutlej property was as much a protected State 
as any other, and that the Sutlej was, and always had been 
since the time of the Mahrattas, considered as the boundary 
between the countries under the Sikh and those under the 
Indian Governments. 

It will be recollected that the Sikh army was on its way 
to Lahore from Jammu with Eaja Gulab Singh, virtually a 
prisoner. He appears to have employed his time during the 
march in endeavouring by promises and presents to create a 
party favourable to his interests. The soldiers were divided 
in opinion as to whether he or Sardar Jawahir Singh should 
be supported. Against the latter were his drunkenness, in- 
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capacity, and the improbability of his being able to fulfil his 
promises. Against the former were the fear of being reduced 
to obedience, the belief in his implacable hatred of the whole 
Sikh sect on account of the murder of his relations, his avarice, 
and duplicity. 

On April? the Raja was brought into Lahore as a prisoner, 
seated on an elephant, with his face covered with a cloth to 
conceal him from the soldiers who crowded to sec him. He was 
lodged in Kunwar Nao Nihal Singh’s house, and a guard was 
placed to prevent him from escaping or committing suicide. 

During April, Broadfoot marched about the districts, held 
the sessions, and tried local cases. In Capt. P. Nicolson’s 
diary, the Agent’s arrival at Firof^pur on Saturday, April 12, is 
recorded. He is said by Nicolson to have aided bim ^in screw- 
ing justice out of llandot,^ Faridkot, and other States, and did 
much good. He left again on Friday, the 18th, seemingly 
better satisfied with, and having more confidence in me, than ho 
started with as his stock-in-trade on setting up in this quarter/ 

The following letter to Lord Ellenborough shows a trait in 
Broadfout’s character too often wanting where it should be 
found; namely, a generous appreciation of assistance rendered 
to him, and an endeavour to procure its recognition by higher 
authority. 

Loodecana : April 21, 184.5. 

My Lord, — I am about to take a liberty, which, even with your 
Lordship, I almost fear may bo thought too groat ; yet, as it is done 
solely on public grounds, 1 liope it will be forgiven. 

By a letter from Capt. Wm. Smith, lately in command of the 
‘ Siren,’ I gather tliat ho has not, as he hoped, boon promoted on 
hauling down his pennant ; ho docs not mention it, and lionoe I 
conoludo he has boon disappointed. Now, I foci sure that bad your 
Lordship romainod with us till ho went home, some such expression 
of your opinion of his services would have been given as would 
have secured him his posting. This, I know, was also Capt. Smith’s 
own feeling, for whon ho rctnrnod from Calcutta after just seeing 
your Lordship there, ho plainly felt, like the rest of us, that he 
was at length working under the oyos of a master who would not 
leave exertion unnoticed, and he worked accordingly. 

You may remember that when I was first sent to Tenasserim, 
a river flotilla had to be reformed under discouraging circumstances ; 
that it was reformed with success, and that we were therein much 
* Pronounced Mamd^t or Mumdoto. 
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indebted to the zealous and active co-operation of Capt. Smith, whose 
local experience made his professional skill of double value. As I 
was then in charge of those provinces, it seems my duty to mention 
this to you, not with a request that you will adopt any specific 
measure ; I know well that a thousand things may exist to make it 
difficult for you to move in such a matter, but I mention it because 
I know, if opportunity offers, you will see justice done, for justice it 
is. Smith is distinguished in the navy from his many namesalces 
as ' Yardarm ’ Smith, that being the channel by which he hoarded 
the ‘ Chesapeake ’ under Capt. Broke. He took home the flag and 
got his lieutenancy. In the Burmese war he got his commander- 
ship for commanding the light division of gunboats which accom- 
panied the army from Pegu ; and it was expected that at the peace 
be would have been posted, but by some accident he was omitted, 
and he remains a commander. He fuUy expected his stop on re- 
turning, and I grieve to find he does not say he has got it. I am 
sure I shall be forgiven for mentioning it, making no ret^nest, and 
not intimating to Capt. Smith that I have done so. 

At Lahore, singular uncertainty prevails as to the future, that is 
among the actors themselves. Rajah Goolab Singh was, up to 
yesterday morning, still a prisoner, though he had been presented 
at the Durbar. Sometimes the troops spoke of making him minister, 
sometimes of allowing the Durbar to extract money from him by 
torture. 

The brother and the lover of the Eanee head rival factions of 
the chiefs, and attend Durbar in arms. Anywhere else a convul- 
sion must have long since happened ; hut all are so entirely atiiho 
mercy of the soldiery, that a movement among the latter causes all 
differences among the chiefs to be forgotten in the common fear. 

An attempt was lately made to assert by force the right of 
Bending troops across the Sutlege from the Punjab without leave. 
Foreseeing this, I had, with the approbation of tlie Governor- 
General, formally warned them of the consequences, and strengthened 
my escort. They sent over 200 horse as an advanced party one 
evening lately, and the following morning they were turned out 
after putting ^ the commandant into confinement, till he restored 
his plunder. I then called on the Durbar for explanation, and, 
after much debating, some bluster, and many artifices, a full apology 
and promise of good behaviour for the future are before me for 
transmission to Government, 

There are, however, many embarrassing circumstances attending 
their cis- Sutlege territory. I have got over a good many of tlmm 


® Means ^ after I liad put ’ &c. 
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for the moment, but I see little prospect of any permanent 
ment of a satisfactory kind in the present state of the court and 
army of Lahore. Believe me &c. 

Q. Beoadfoot. 

Ill writing to his sister,'^ who appears to have seen some 
paragraphs in a paper abusing his Tenasserim administration, 
Broadfoot remarked : 

You mistook me in thinking I was rostrainod from newspaper 
writing by being Commissioner ; it is by being in the Company’s 
service ; and while I am so, I must, like other public men in Ijidia, 
bo abused by those who choose to do so, without power of defence. 
It is unpleasant, but cannot be helped, 

I have no author brother at home, like my neighbour Sir C. 
Napier, to defend me when I cannot defend myself ; and if I had, 
I doubt if I would enter into controversy. My time and temper 
would be expended on every unscrupulous rogue my duty makes mo 
an impediment to in his crooked progress. On the whole, I believe 
the best plan is to hold on my way, and lot them pelt on. 

In my present situation I may and probably shall be abused, but 
I cannot lielp it. It may do mo mischief, but nothing like what I 
fear the mere fact of my being a soldier and not a civil servant will 
do. So much for the press. 

When the Agent’s demand for explanation of tho rccont 
violation of the frontier, and his consequent action, were made 
known in Darbar, the generals and others present were very 
angry; they ju'cclictcd that ho would change his tone when tho 
troops returned from Jammu, and recommended that tho 
reply be deferred till tlicn. Meantime they referred the 
Agent’s letter to Fakir Ai^izuddin and Bhai Ham Singh, who 
declared its contents to he in conformity with justice and with 
existing treaties, and they advised unqualified submission. 
This advice was not followed, and a reply appears to liave been 
sent couched in language very different from tho usual stylo. 

The increasing probability of ultimate rupture with the 
Sikhs, occasioned by some act of violence on their part, brought 
the question of our relations with the protected Sikh states 
into prominence. The Agent remarked that from Ochterlony’s ^ 
time to the Kabul disasters the protected chiefs were governed 

” Letter dated April 21, 1845. lony, Bart., G-.O-B. A name greatly 

’ Major-Gen, Sir David Ochter- respected in the Punjab. He was 

X 
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with a firm hand; those disasters shook the belief in our in- 
vincibility, and the chiefs began to think that their relative 
position with us was changed. Other events, discussion 
in the press regarding them, and a spirit of concession from 
timidity which they thought they saw in our dealings with 
themselves and with Lahore, strengthened the impression. 
Disorder at Lahore removed all fear from that quarter, and 
the British power w^as regarded rather as an irksome restraint 
than a welcome protection. There were also embarrassments 
which attended the double allegiance of certain chiefs, likely to 
become more serious as disorder in the Punjab increased; 
and the complication was not lessened by the position of the 
Maharaja himself — an independent sovereign on one side of 
the river, a subject on the other. 

In Lahore, Eaja Lai Singh and Sardar Jawahir Singh, 
forgetting that Gulab Singh was a prisoner in the hands of 
the army, and that consequently they had no power over him, 
ordered him to appear at their Darbar. Gnlab Singh, with 
great readiness, turned the circumstance to immediate ac- 
count ; he told the messenger that he could give no answer, 
and sending for the guard placed over him, explained what 
had happened ; ' and begged, as he was the servant of the 
army and not of the Darbar, that the panchayats of the troops 
would instruct him what answer to give.' The panchayats 
rebuked the Darbar and declared Gulab Singh to be the chief 
personage, after the Maharaja, in the State ; they further said 
that, as far as Sardar Jawahir Singh was concerned, he need 
not attend the Darbar, but that he should wait on the Maha- 
raja and Eani at their convenience. It is said that on pro- 
mising to pay 27,00,000 rs. (which at par is 270,000Z.) Gulab 
Singh was formally set at liberty. 


appointed to the E.I.G.S. in 1777, 
and served in the war with Haidar Ali, 
1781. He was wounded and taken 
prisoner at Cuddalore, 1783, when the 
French regiments were repulsed by the 
24th N.L He nest served throughout 
the Mar^tha war, 1803, and was after- 
wards appointed Besident at the Court 
of Delhi. In 1804 he defended that 
city against Holkar’s army, till relieved 
by Lord Lake. In 1808 he commanded 


against Eanjit Singh in the cis-Sutlej 
states, and in 1809 occupied Lndhidna 
as Political Agent. 

His services in the Nepdl war 
(1814-16) were very eminent, and 
greatly conduced to its successful 
issue ; for these he was created a 
baronet, received a pension of 1,OOOZ. 
a year, and was made G.C.B. 

In 1822 he was Besident in Mdlwd 
and B^jputoa, and he died in 1825. 
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In the following letter from Lord Ellenborongh two points 
will be noticed : first, that if war should break out he trusted 
the command of our forces would be given to Sir C. Napier ; 
and second, the advice he gave Broadfoot as to preparation 
and attention to detail, 

London : May 7, 1S45. 

My dear Broadfoot, — A great many thanks for your letter of 
March 19, which I received to-day. Our friends on the other side 
of the Sutlej have been doing apparently all we could desire, or 
nearly so ; hut still, I fear, they will be alarmed by the close neigh- 
bourhood of so many of our troops, and make up their quarrels if 
they can. The movement of the body guard is portentous, and it was 
unnecessary. 

I do not think your force safely placed if there were reason to 
apprehend an attack from Lahore well directed ; but an attack is 
become very improbable. I do trust Sir C. Napier will be brought 
up to you if there should be a forward movement at any time. How 
beautifully he has managed the campaign in the hills ! 

I conclude you have ascertained what force the several protected 
Sikh states can really furnish, and made, in your own mind, arrange- 
ments for the safety of the communications of the army from tho 
Sutlej to the Jumna, in the event of a forward movement. Sir C. 
Napier is very anxious to have established a regular baggage train. 

I had intended to have this. If you do not turn over in your mind 
all the detail, depend upon it no one will. You are the only per- 
son on the frontier to whom the Governor-General can safely look ; 
and you should not hesitate to give him your opinion upon all points 
of service, I trust your health is ro-established. 

Yours &o. 

Ellenborough. 

In May, Broadfoot wont up to Simla; his health had 
suffered much from anxiety and overwork, and at Lahore 
matters were quieter than they had boon. 

Tho house he took was called ' The Crags ; ’ it is well situated 
m Jacko, the highest of tho Simla hills, and from it there is 
i most magnificent view of the snowy range. Here he re- 
named during the summer and early autumn, with a house 
all of guests. He was treated for congestion of the liver by 
Jr. John Campbell Brown, but did not cease from work. 
'Naturally, Hayolock was much at the house, as were Edward 
Jake and Herbert Edwardos, who lived in the smaller house 
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just below, and wlio both owed to Broadfoot their selection 
for civil employment. Lake became one of his Assistants; 
Edwardes was not appointed till after the first Sikh war, as 
there was no vacancy before. Mr. E. N. Oust, who was 
Broadfoot’s Personal Assistant and lived in the house with 
him, has remarked : ‘ Nain Sukh, the faithful servant, was 
major-domo ; all his friends and guests are dead except 
Saunders Abbott and me.’ ® 

The news from Lahore towards the end of May is inte- 
resting to a student of Asiatic methods of intrigue. The 
Eani, having apparently begun to tire of Eaja Lai Singh, ap- 
peared disposed to favour her brother Sardar Jawahir Singh’s 
pretensions to guide the policy of the State. Eaja Gulab Singh 
sided first with one, and then with the other ; on which Lai 
Singh, becoming discontented, absented himself from Earbar 
for some days, and held meetings in his own house with others 
who were similarly dissatisfied. Gulab Singh availed himself 
of this defection with much adroitness, and turned the cir- 
cumstance to his own account. 

About the same time there was a severe outbreak of 
cholera in the Punjab, and it spread by degrees to our pro- 
vinces. It is open to question whether we are now much better 
informed as to the nature of this disease, or more able to treat 
it successfully, than we were then. The Governor- General, 
in expressing his anxiety lest it might spread, based his hope 
for its arrest on ‘ atmospheric influences which seem, under 
Providence, to affect this mysterious disease.’ 

One result of the outbreak was to do that which the Darbar 
could not effect ; namely, to restrain the turbulence of the army. 
As a native correspondent graphically described it to Broad- 
foot, ‘ the soldiers have become as sheep, and the fear of God 
is before their eyes ; on account of the cholera they now 
commit no violence.’ 

The Darbar wished to destroy Peshora Singh, and went 
as a body to the troops to make the proposal. The panchayats 
told them that the matter was one for the Khalsa to deal 
with, and wholly beyond their province. Jawahir Singh, 

" Memorandum by Mr. Gust. Most Col. H. Yule, C.B., also was an oo- 
of the guests are now (1887) dead, but casional guest, and there may be 
not all; Sir J. C. Brown, for example, others. 
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anxious for the measure, entreated, argued, and expostulated ; 
but in vain. They said that they would be treated as in- 
famous for the murder; as Court’s brigade, known as the 
Gurumar, were for slaying Baba Bir Singh, the punishment 
for which was now manifest in the special severity of their 
losses from cholera. 
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Sir H. Hardinge to Lord Ellenborough : Punjab news — Complimentaiy letter 
from the Govern or- General — Governor-General’s presence on the Frontier- 
Letter to Sir H. Hardinge : review of the situation — Sir H. Hardinge to Lord 
Ellentorough — Disorganisation in Lahore — Precautionary an’angenients — 
Sikh warhke preparations— Peshora Singh seizes Attock— Disturbance at 
Anandpur Makhowal — Mr. Clerk’s memorandum referred to Agent — His 
reply — Sir H. Hardinge to Lord EUenborough — Forbearance carried to the 
verge of danger — Gulab Singh’s proposals : rejected. 

The following extract from Sir H. Hardinge’s letter to Lord 
EUenborough contains an epitome of Punjab news up to the 
end of May. It will be observed that Sir Henry then seemed 
to consider Gulab Singh as concerned in the murder of his 
nephew Hira Singh ; and his conduct at the Darbar appeared 
to justify this view. Yet it must be recoUected that such a 
scene in an Oriental Court would not, unsupported by other 
and much more trustworthy evidence than letters, be held 
to establish the charge. 

If it were shown, for example, that Hira Singh had been 
seriously plotting to murder or plunder Gulab Singh ,* or that 
he was in any way more a hindrance than an advantage to 
his uncle’s schemes, and at all likely to be dangerous ; then 
Gulab Singh would have compassed his destruction without 
remorse. 

In the absence of a strong motive of this kind, it may per- 
haps be safe not to assume his participation in the crime. 

Amongst the papers describing the events of the time, in 
allusion to the accusation by the Eani, there is a note by 
Broadfoot to the effect that he considered there was no truth 
in it. The news brought one day might favour the presump- 
tion of the Eaja’s innocence, whilst that of the next day might 
appear conclusive of his guilt. 
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Calcutta : June 8, 1045. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough, — At Lahore, Jowabir Singh, the 
drunkard, has been proclaimed Wuzzeer ; Golab Singh in alliance 
with him, and against his rival, Lai Singh. Tho Ranee has recently 
taken a younger lover into favour ; and tho army and the Khalsa, 
not choosing to be governed by a Rajpoot whom they fear, have 
preferred the brutal Sirdar to the able Rajpoot ; but he, Golab Singh, 
is steeped in crime. The other day, in Durbar, the Ranee told him 
to his face that lie had advised tho death of his nephew, Heera Smgh. 
lie wished to qualify the statement, when she stopped him by saying, 

‘ I have the correspondence, and will produce it if you deny the fact.’ 
Ho at once gave in. 

The fords are impassable, and these intrigues will be confined 
to the Punjab, The brigades from Peshawur and Oashmeer havo 
marched on Lahore, stating that they have not been relieved in their 
proper turn ; and tho troops at Lahore seem disposed to adopt two 
difiereiit parties ; the majority [support] Maharaj a Duloep Singh, and 
the smaller portion Peshora Singh, against whom a brigade was 
about to advance, but would not move without money. It appears 
by Broadfoot’s reports to be true, that at one moment the plan of 
the Ranee was to havo urged tho troops to move against the English, 
to force our interference, to disavow tho act of the troops, and to 
trust that wo should restore thoir G ovornment, after wc had destroyed 
their army, on tho basis of Lord Auckland’s subsidiary arrangement 
of 1811. 


11. IlARDINaB. 

* 

Prom Oaiit. NicolBon’s diary it appears that cholera 
crossed the river, and appeared in tho town of Pirozpur, on 
June £). 

On tho 7th it is recorded that Broadfoot had a bad fall 
from his horse. This would very probably complicate the ill- 
ness from which he was suffering. Yet, though ho does not 
ap'pear to have written much oflicially at this time, ho was in 
constant private correspondence with Mr. Currie, the Poroign 
yecretary ; extracts from his letters have boon published in 
the papers presented to Parliament. They are mainly illus- 
trative of the riot and debauchery which prevailed at the 
Lahore Darbar, the details of which are unfit for publication. 

When Sir Henry Hardiugo hoard of Broadfoot’s fall from 
his horse, ho wrote tho following letter. It is valuable as 
showing tho estimation in which Broadfoot’s services were 
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held by the person best qualified to judge of them ; and also 
as a record of Sir Henry’s great kindness. The receipt of 
such a letter at such a time was probably more likely to con- 
tribute to recovery, than were the numerous leeches which 
were applied, and which no doubt performed their duty to 
their own satisfaction, 

(Private.) Calcutta : Juno 11, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I have just now your note of the dth, giving 
an account of your fall, I shall be on the stretch of anxiety till I 
hear from you. 

The fact is, I could not replace you. You have shown on every 
0 casion since your appointment great energy and promptitude of 
decision ; a true and steady judgment ; ready and efiective with 
your pen ; and with such singleness of purpose and thorough sense 
of duty, that I feel I can rely upon a man who, come what may, at 
any time and in any position, makes his sense of duty his ruling 
principle. 

The able manner in which you have conducted yourself is 
recognised at home as well as here ; and I am confident you will 
acquire as much reputation by your success in preventing a rup- 
ture, as if you were under more stirring times on the other side the 
Punjab. 

I waited till your first political campaign was over to express my 
satisfaction ; and I now cordially inform you that you have surpassed 
my expectation. Pray take care of yourself. 

Every despatch from England inculcates a pacific policy ; and 
we must show that military men in the conduct of affairs usually 
transacted by civil officers, on which peace or war hangs by a 
slender thread, can be trusted for their prudence as safely as those 
who, in the event of war, would have no military reputation to 
gratify. 

A strong Sikli Government as our advanced guard, occupying the 
five rivers between the Sutlege and the Indus, is a sound military 
and political arrangement. The advantage is evident, and British 
India, already overgrown, requires no addition by the appropriation 
of territory so long possessed by an ally whose interests have always 
been opposed to those of the British Government's enemies. 

But if the indispensable condition of our forbearance be a Sikh 
Government ; and if that, after a patient trial, be an impossibility, 
then the question resolves itself into a very narrow compass. 

If the ruling power in the Punjab cannot be Sikh, it must not 
be Mahommedan — in fact it must be Sikh or British. 

The more we exercise our power to maintain peace-^if the last 
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altornaiive be war — tlie moro honourably wo shall stand justified in 
the judgment of our countrymen, by the proof that we have omitted 
no pains to provont our ally’s catastrophe. 

Currie is unwell from a bilious attack. Again, pray take care of 
yourself. Yours &c. 

H. Haedinge. 

The Governor- General had felt for some time that the 
rapidity with which the scones changed at Lahore, and the 
gravity of the issues involved, rendered his presence on the 
frontier dosiralde. He therefore, on June 16, drew out a 
minute for the consideration of his Council; in this, after 
reference to the pacific policy which had been followed in spite 
of inconvenience and risk, lie pointed out the danger enhanced 
hy his absence from tlic frontier, and consequent incapacity 
to issue orders with sufficient promptitude. 

It appeared to him, ‘ therefore, to he expedient, as a means 
of averting risk, and of carrying our policy more securely 
into eifoct, tlia,t tlie Governor-General should, in the month 
of October next, pi’oceed to the Upper Provinces,’ ^ a proposal 
in which t]i(3 Council concurred. 

In a letter lionuj, dated Juno 23, Broadfoot thus described 
tlie fall from his Iiorso already mentioned. 

In caso tho newspapers should copy from the Indian papers any 
accounts of an accident which lately boMl me, I may mention that 
a borso lately fell with and on mo. It was a bad fall, but I am re- 
covering, or indeed recovered, from tho worst eil'oets of it. 

Otherwise I get on well. Tho work is very hard, and the respon- 
sibility great; but 1 have tlie satisfaction of finding Sir H. Har- 
dinge’s government as kind as Lord Ellonborough’s. Now, as I 
write I have received a loiter from Sir Henry, so kind that bnt for its 
being marked private, I would have aunt it to yon, knowing tho plea- 
sure it would give you. Ho tells mo the authorities in England arc 
also pleased. 

Broadfont had apparently roeommended some of his 
ABHintants for promotion and increase of pay ; it was as much 
part of his nature to recognise and express his obligation for 
aide asHistance and good work, as to condemn unsparingly idle- 
ness or incapacity. Conduct which ho considered to be in 
any way mean or contemptible, ho could scarcely forgive. 

* lUtiKn tfc. printed February 20, 1B4G, p» 1. 
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Mr. Currie wrote on the subject as follows : 

June 29, 1845. 

Sir H. Hardinge has every disposition to increase Mill’s salary, 
and I think it will be done ; but we must try and keep all according 
to rule. I have written to-day to Thomason about Abbott, and when 
I get his answer I will write to you again. 

Cast will have to wait a little while, I suspect ; I have sent to 
the Bengal Government for a note of the salaries of his contempo- 
raries. Sir H. Hardinge is personally very well disposed to do any- 
thing for Gust, but the Council did not seem favourable yesterday 
to an immediate increase to his allowances. He will, in the end 
— I mean in the course of a very few years, which I sincerely hope 
will not be the end of his career — give all his contemporaries the 
go-by.2 


On the same date Broadfoot wrote to Mr. Hardinge, the 
Governor-General’s private secretary, to say that he would 
reply to the very kind letter of the 14th as soon as he possibly 
could ; and asked him to explain, in case of delay, that it was 
caused by the necessity for investigating and remedying dis- 
orders of some standing, which were now becoming serious 
* at Anundpore Makhowal, on the Upper Sutlege, a sort of 
Holy City, where our relations with Lahore are ill settled and 
very unsatisfactory. They are fighting among themselves, ^ 
and every Sikh from the Jumna to the Jhelum is becoming 
excited about it, so it must be stopped at once.’ 

I have nearly recovered from the outward effects of the fall I had ; 
the inward effects are also gone, except the worst, that of the head ; 


2 Mr. Eobert Ncodham Gust, late 
E.C.S., LIj.D, (fee., son of the Hon. 
and Bev. H. C. Ciist, Canon of Wind- 
sor, was educated at Eton and Hailey- 
hury. He went out to India in 1843 
and returned in 1867, during which 
period he held, to the public advan- 
tage, many most important appoint- 
ments. He first greatly distinguished 
himself as a linguist in Calcutta ; was 
appointed Assistant Agent to the Go- 
vernor-General, North-West Frontier, 
1844 ; Under- Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of India, Foreign Department, 
1846 ; Deputy Commissioner, Hoshi- 
arpur,. 1846; Ambala, 1846; Joint 


Magistrate of Benares, 1852 ; Com- 
missioner of Lahore, 1858; Financial 
Commissioner, Punjab, 1861; Judicial 
Commissioner, 1862; Member of the 
Viceroy’s Legislative Council, 1864; 
Acting Secretary to Government of, 
India in the Home Department, 1865; 
and in the same year was appointed 
Member of the Board of Bevenuej 
North-West Provinces. For his ser- 
vices during the first Sikh war he was 
twice mentioned by the Governor- 
General; see despatch to the Secret 
Committee, dated December 31, 1845, 
and General Order, dated February 14, 
1846. dc, pp. 28 and 74- 
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but tliat is daily climinisliing, and will, I hope, soon disappear. I 
am not, liowcver, quite out of the wood yet. 

Cholera, I grieve to say, has reached Loodceana. It is very bad 
in our Malwa.^ All we can do is done, and the Agra Government is 
helping manfully. I hope the rains will stop it, for it has come in 
and been most violent with the heat, which has been unusually great. 

That day Broadfoot wrote the following letter to the 
Governor- General : 

Simla : June 29, 1845. 

My dear Sir,— The rains of the last week and mistakes of the dawk 
have delayed the arrival of your letter of the 14th. 

For its groat kindness T am wholly unable to express my grati- 
tude, and I sliall not therefore make the attempt, trusting you will 
not on that account think that I feel it the less deeply. It will 
be an additional incentive to exertion on my part, and I only wish 
I could hope to make my future services more worthy than tliey have 
hitherto been, of the indulgence and encouragement with which you 
have received them. 

I have recovered from the worst effects of the fall more rapidly 
and perfectly than the doctors predicted ; and am in hopes that every 
trace of them will have disappeared by the cold season, especially if 
the state of aifairs should allow me to remain in the hills a month 
or two after the rains. 

If I maybe excused the presumption of saying so, I entirely con- 
cur in your view of our relations with Lahore. A strong Sikh Govern- 
ment such as that of Lunjeet Singh, truly indepondGiit, yet bound 
to us by community of interest and mutual oonhcloncc, is the best 
of all frontiers for us, towards the great ocean of Mahomedauism 
botvvooii India and Europe ; but it must bo Sikh and it must be strong, 
or wo must bo in tho Punjab ourselves. I can bog no safe middle 
courso. Yet in former days I have hoard two such middle courses 
indicated by mou for whoso opinions I have groat rospoct—a Dogra 
Govorumont, or a subsidiary Govornmont controlled by tho Govornor- 
Gonorars Agent as Envoy or Itosident at Lahore. But no Bogra 
Govcrimiont could stand unless supported by us or by the Mahomodans 
of tlio West and North. In the former case it would be virtually 
subsidiary, in tho latter its sympathies and interests would be opposed 
to ours. In a subsidiary Government, again, we should have in 
reality oarsolves to maintain the frontier now defended by the Sikhs,, 
with the additional burden of a Government to uphold against its 
subjects, while wo should not have tho resources of the country to- 

Malwa, tho country botwoon tho tonn included the ois-SutlQj Protected 
Hutlej and Junma is referred to. Tho states. 
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work witla, and above all, instead of the strength arising from our good 
government, placed side by side with Mahomedan anarchy, we should 
appear as the authors and supporters of the most degrading and un- 
popular of all the forms of Asiatic misrule, 

I do not say that circumstances may not arise forcing such a 
course on us as the least evil at the moment : what has been, may 
be again ; but still it would, I think, be an evil, and one to be by 
every proper means avoided. 

I wish I could say I see any good prospect of a strong Sikh 
Government being formed. The despatches, which I hope to forward 
this week, will show improvement, both in the internal state of the 
Punjab and in their relations with us, but it would be a delusion to 
say that I look for any such change as would restore the prosperity 
and security of both sides of the frontier, and render it safe to lay aside 
our present state of armed observation. 

In Lahore there is httle change worth reporting. A detachment 
sent against the widow of Sooehet Singh has, it is believed, expelled 
her from her fort and property. She went towards Jummoo on the 
night of the 20th inst., but this will he referred to in an early official 
despatch. 

Allow me, my dear sir, to repeat that I feel most sensibly all your 
kindness, and to subscribe myself, 

Your most faithful and obedient servant, 

G. Bboadfoot. 

The next letter from which extracts are made, refers, as is 
shown by the date, to the Lahore news of June. 

Calcutta ; July 2, 1845. 

My dear Lord EUenborough, . ^ . As usual, I have to report 
that affairs are as unsettled as ever in the Punjab. Intrigues 
and dissensions amongst the chiefs, and amongst the troops the same 
mutinous success in controlling the Government. The pmichayet 
system, by its well-organised power, founded upon the customs of 
the people in their villages, will endure longer than the Govern- 
ment, and offers so complete an obstacle to any amelioration in tho 
state of the Government that it is hopeless to expect improvement. 

The Eanee is profligate and promiscuous as ever in her amours, 
which in a late instance gave rise to the scandal of her being robbed 
of jewels to the value of a lac,^ which the fortunate youth succeeded 
in escaping with. On the occasion of the reconciliation of her 
brother the drunkard with her friend Lai Singh, she marked her 
satisfaction by sending a slave girl to each, bidding them do honour 
^ A liikk of rupees is, at par, eciual to 10,0002. 
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to lior present ! Tlio Wuzi^eer is frequently so drunk that ho can- 
not attend the Durbar, and Golab Singh as a Eajpoot is so mistrusted 
by the Sikhs that liis influence will never be equal to Heera Singh’s, 
whose assassination it is now proved he had recommended. 

AVe are to bo pressed to relinquish the treasure at Ferozpoor ; 
but Soochet Singh’s widow will not give her consent, and no demand 
has yet been made. 

The army under Matub ^ Singh was bribed to move to Sealkoto 
against reshora Singh, who had revived his pretensions to tho 
Guddeo.'' After four assaults they took the town, Peshora Singh 
being sliut up in the castle. The punchaycts of the army at Labor o 
met on June 4 and prohibited the general or the troops from molest- 
ing Peshora Singh. Ho showed great personal courage, and is a 
favourite with the troops, who wish to preserve him to play him o£fc* 
against Duleep Shigli. The general was obliged to obey, and to 
report to the punchaycts that he had done so. 

Tho next day (the 5tli) the punchayets proceeded to the Durbar 
to remonstrate against so incapable and ])roflifjatc a minister as 
Jowahir Singh. Ho was too drunk to appear, and after threatening 
tho Eanco to substitute Peshora Singh for hor son, they retired. 
Those are the scenes which are of daily occurrence. 

The cholera has destroyed about 5,000 of the Sikh army, and 
rather a larger proportion of the town of Lahore.^ At Ferozpoor 
it has subsided in the town, where few cases of death had occurred. 
On Juno 20 it attacked the C2nd Queen’s, and six men had died. 
The thermometer was then ranging from 98 ° to 105 ° in the officers’ 
bungalows. However, the rains had begun to set in, and we trust 
our cantonments will escape. Tho native troops had not suffered. 

I have made arrangements for going up the country the latter 
end of September. Maddock delighted to be President, and resident 
in the Government House. You know both A and B and C, and 
are well aware, when any groat omorgoncy arises, of the value 
of tho aid I shall roooive. In health I am bettor than last year, 
and tho business, tliough very heavy, has hocomo more familiar. 

Wo have horsed 0 field batteries of 9-pounders with 130 horses 
instead of 90 ; and by means of elephants on tho lino of march, 
and horses or bullocks in action, wo shall bo able to convert tho 
iron 12-pounders into field gxins. Twenty-four pieces of heavy 
ordnance will be drawn by elephants, and wo shall have COO elephants 
beyond Agra before October, with very littlo additional expense ; 50 
at Barrackporo wore really doing nothing, and so on at various 

* Mabt/tb Ringh. diseaHR wore Rardar Sham Singh, 

0(icdf?/,a miBhion, a snat, a throne. Atariwala, and Baja Lai Singh : both 

’ AmongHt oiherH attacked by this rocoverod. 
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stations. The whole of the cavalry and artillery are now complete 
in horses, with 700 spare horses from the Gulf taken from the 
Bombay and Madras remounts ; we shall have 1,200 fi’om the studs 
in reserve, and 1,000 from Australia ; but these 2,200 horses can bo 
of little use till the autumn of 181G. We have no difficulty in pro- 
curing supplies of grain, having always twenty days in advance at 
the frontier stations ; and in the event of a forward movement, 
Lieut-Col. Parsons pledges himself that there shall be no deficiency. 
The roads have been repaired, and as far as preparations can go 
unattended with expense, we are in a very good state. 

PI. Habdinoe. 


The plots and intrigues at Lahore continued in full force. 
Eaja Lai Singh and Sardar Jawahir Singh arranged to 
assassmate Eaja Gulab Singh; but the latter, suspicious of 
their design, discovered it by means of some of his most trusted 
followers, who, by his orders, pretended treachery and obtained 
admission to the plot. Next, Jaw^ahir Singh found out that his 
sister the Eani had all but consented to his assassination in 
order that her lover, again in favour, might be made Wazir, 
The only gainer in all these transactions was Gulab Singh ; 
he lost nothing, and the course of his counterplot, too long to 
•be here detailed, whereby he ruined two hitter and formidable 
enemies by the agency of a third, was considered to raise his 
reputation for wisdom and good fortune, and to entitle him to 
the public confidence. 

On their part the Sikhs were not idle regarding warlika 
preparations. The Agent reported that by the next cold 
weather their army would be, as regarded material, more 
efficient than it had been for years. He also stated that 
these preparations were " undoubtedly made with reference to 
possible collision with us ; ’ but at the same time the reports 
showed that the Darbar’s suspicion of the British was some- 
what allayed. 

Soon, however, Jawahir Singh, whose animosity appeared 
to be inflamed by his intemperance, showed a disposition to 
quarrel. He encouraged the protected chiefs to oppose tho 
Agent’s efforts to preserve or restore tranquillity in disturbed 
districts. He accused the Yakils of treachery, and ordered 
the confiscation of their jagirs and their recall, without appoint- 
ing successors. 
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The imminent clanger with which this was fraught made 
even the Valdls’ enemies and rivals join in entreating the 
Sarclar to suspend the execution of his order ; but before it 
could be carried into effect, another change occurred- 

Thc troops which had recently arrived from Kashmir, 
Hazara, and Peshawar, combined to refuse their jmy, and 
declined to avail themselves of leave to disperse to their homes. 
The Sardar, who was so drunk that the threats of the troops 
were disregarded, was sobered and plunged into terror by 
nows which arrived that clay. 

‘ Peshora Singh, proceeding towards the Sutlej, and there 
depositing his family, went secretly across the Punjab to the 
Indus, and, on the night of July 14, came with seven followers 
to the gate of the fort of Attock.’ On the wicket being opened 
he and his men, having killed the sentry, surprised and 
clestroyecl the gate guard, which consisted of thirty-two men 
under two officers ; he then went straight to the upper fort, 
and found ‘ the garrison so panic-stricken that they consented 
to lay down their arms, and quit the fort on the instant. 

^No sooner wore they outside than Peshora Singh called 
on the people of the town and neighbourhood to join him ; and 
early next day he was at the head of a thousand men.’ Ho 
increased the number of his followers, and issued orders to the 
chiefs and village communities from the Jhelum to the Khai- 
bar, in which he declared his accession to the throne of Eanjit 
Singh, and required their allegiance. 

Sardar Jawahir Singh wrote to every neighbouring governor 
to move at once against Peshora Singh. He wholly changed 
his tone towards the British, and abstained from intcrforoncG 
with the affairs of the Protected States. The troops expressed 
unbounded admiration of Peshora Singh’s gallant enterprise, 
and said that he must, in truth, be a son of Eanjit Singh. 
Gnlab Singh took advantage of the terror prevailing at the 
Darbar to obtain permission to return to Jammu. 

When the report of these events was received in England, 
the Government anticipated much advantage from Sir Henry 
Hardinge’s contemplated visit to the frontier, as he would then 
be in a position to act with promptitude should the necessity 
arise. They further remarked that if the Sikh Government 
could take a sound view of matters and discern their true 
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interests, they could not fail to see that the best, if not the 
only, chance of maintaining the unity of their dominions was 
‘the cessation of their own miserable feuds, and a perfect 
reliance upon the honour, good faith, and power of the British 
Government.’ 

The disturbance at Anandpur Makhowal has already been 
mentioned. An arrangement for the management of the 
Sodhis, the proprietors of the town, a family of priests who 
claim descent from Guru Earn Das, had been made by Wade 
in concert with the Darbar. Mr. Clerk had adhered to this, 
and had, in accordance with it, settled some disputes as to 
inheritance. This arrangement had been set aside just before 
Broadfoot was made Agent, with the result that disturbances 
soon arose. The people were rapidly getting excited, and it 
became necessary to act. Broadfoot sent an Amin or Com- 
missioner to forbid hostilities, and to desire both parties to 
disarm till the Darbar, in concert with us, should settle the 
matter. Jawahir Singh, the wazir, being drunk and quarrel- 
some, sent an order to his agents at Anandpur to expel the 
Amin, who, having unfortunately become alarmed, took refuge 
in Bilaspur.® This complicated matters; and, owing to the 
unfriendly temper of the Darbar, was likely to be considered 
a triumph. A somewhat similar case having occurred in 
Mr. Clerk’s time, Broadfoot followed closely the course then 
taken ; the difference being that he decided to act with greater 
mildness for two principal reasons, which he thus recorded : 

1st. The season is unfavourable for moving troops to enforce 
orders. 2nd. The effect of acting as Clerk used to act, and as I 
used to act, would now be different. Instead of the chances being 
that it would end the business as in the case of the Sowars, tho 
chances are it would lead to resistance and consequent petty hos- 
tihties, ending in war at a time when we might not be exactly 
ready. The causes of this change are, a persuasion which has arisen 
at Lahore, and here also, i.e. among natives, that Sir H. Hardingo 
has not the confidence of the authorities at home ; or rather that 
be has it not to the extent enjoyed by his predecessors, and-conse- 
quently that he has not their powers. As soon as I began to suspect 
this was their belief, I acted accordingly. . , . 

® Kafihlr, Biliispur; one of the intendence of the Punjab Government, 
hill states under the politioal super- (Hunter’s Gazetteer.) 
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Letters from Ventura had ‘ confirmed their belief that the 
real power is no longer in Calcutta, and that the Grovemor- 
General camiot act as to them till the instructions or Agent 
from England shall arrive for his guidance.’ 

You know natives, and how they look if possible beyond tlie 
power in immediate control with them to a higher, whom they liope 
to cajole; and you will not wonder that 1 have thus acted with 
double caution in this matter, and that I am far from sanguine that 
it may not lead at no distant time to grave results. For, though I 
may spin out time by reference to you, no long period can pass 
without our asserting our jurisdictmi : the expulsion of an Ameeu 
never occurred before, unless it may have done so in Eichmond’s 
time ; and if the processes of our courts, such as they are, are not 
protected, we must resign the government. 

Goolab Singh and the Vakeels, also sharing in the above belief, 
would gladly see Jowahir Singh ruined by a collision with us, which 
they think cannot involve the Punjab. Others, as Deewan Deena- 
nath, profiting only by the favour of the moment, flatter Jowahir 
Singh’s prejudices against us, seeing that in their opinion they can- 
not lead to anything serious for the present. One man alone, 
Fakeer Azeezooddeen, and perhaps also Bhai Earn Singh, will see 
the danger of not yielding at once and completely, and on their 
weight will depend the result. A week or ten days will show it.^ 

During the earlier part of August, the reports by the Agent 
to the Foreign Secretary showed that the Lahore Darbar con- 
tinued its career of profligacy and debauch. 

In reporting to the English Government, the Governor- 
General remarked that the extracts ^ cannot fail to impress 
upon you the almost hopeless expectation of any immediate or 
permanent improvement in the condition of a state whose rulers 
abandon themselves to such open and disgusting debauchery, 
unredeemed by any of those statesmanlike qualities which 
distinguished the Government of the Maharaja Eunjeet Singh.’ 

We deem it to be essential for a just understanding of the 
actual condition of the Lahore Government, that these details 
should be reported ; they tend to show the unsatisfactory nature of 
that Government, and that our relations with a court thus con- 
stituted and an army solely governed by punchayets, must be in a 
very precarious state. 

® Extracts from a letter from Major Broadfoot to Mr. Currie, dated Bimla, 
August 1, 1845, 



322 CLEEK’S MEMOEANDUM ^EEEBED TO AOENT ch. xni 


We are determined to maintain the pacific course of policy which 
we have hitherto pursued to the utmost extent of conciliation and 
forbearance.^ 

The extracts referred to are printed as inclosures to this 
letter, and it is unnecessary to reproduce them. Briefly they 
report Sardar Jawahir Singh as generally drunk and quarrel- 
some, neglectful of business, and disposed to send the Sikh 
army against us, in order to divert its attention from him- 
self. The Agent remarked it was essential that the Grovern- 
ment should know the exact truth, but that in telling it there 
would be difficulty in avoiding details unfit for the decency of a 
despatch. The Eani’s mind had become seriously affected by 
her profligacy ; from being clever and lively, she had become 
stupid and imbecile. One of the Agent’s letters of remon- 
strance arrived before the effects of a debauch w^ere gone ; its 
contents were such as to sober the rioters for the moment, and 
an answer was promised. But after a day’s sobriety, in com- 
pensation for so unusual a restraint, the Sardar and his low 
favoulrites, each supplied with a bottle of brandy, set out on 
an excursion. They returned drunk, and in place of replying 
to the letter, sent for dancing girls ; and Jawahir Singh, emu- 
lating the worst traditions of Eome in its decline, dressed him- 
self as a dancmg girl, and danced with the rest. 

Early in August, Sir H. Hardinge referred a memorandum 
by Mr. Clerk, on various matters connected with our relations 
to the Lahore State, to the Agent for remarks. The note 
forwarding it, from which the following extracts are made, 
is dated August 14, 1845, 

I am so exce^ively pressed by quarrels between Outram and 
Napier &c. &:c. that I have dictated to my son my observations on 
a memorandum of Mr. Clerk’s, which Lord Eipon sent to me. I 
send you the memorandum confidentially^ and shall be glad to have 
your comments upon it addressed to me. 

If, unhappily, we cannot bolster up a Sikh Government, we 
must, hy the most frank, loyal, and intelligible conduct, distinctly 
prove that forbearance had been exhausted. 

Let us be accused of erring on the side of moderation, [or even ^ 

' Extract, Govern or- General in Pampers dc. printed February 26, 1846. 
Council to the Secret Committee, 2 original the word is 

Ko. 70, dated September 6, 1845, illegible. 
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of timid reluctance to draw the sword ; but if we are forced into war, 
let the rupture be caused by some prominent aggressive act. An 
offence to our dignity offered by a weaker Power would not be 
ground broad enough to occupy ; and in order that our moderation 
may not mislead the Durbar, we must speak and write very plainly. 

In his comments on Mr. Clerk’s memorandum, the 
Governor-General mentioned that he was disposed to think it 
had been written without recent accurate information. 

The state of affairs at Lahore was very different in 1845 from 
what it had been in Maharaja Sher Singh’s time, when Mr. 
Clerk was intimately acquainted with it. Then the army was 
reasonably obedient, now it was wholly insubordinate, and the 
existing government was merely nominal. Hence the position 
of affairs now was more critical than in Mr. Clerk’s time. 

The Governor-General expressed an opinion adverse to what 
appeared to be Mr. Clerk’s views of the relative rights and 
power exercised by the Indian and Sikh Governments in the 
cis- Sutlej estates. 

It is unnecessary to reproduce Major Broadfoot’s notes on 
Mr. Clerk’s memorandum, but the following is the reply to 
the Governor-General’s letter just quoted : 

Simla : August 29, 1845. 

My dear Sir, — I have, as directed, answered Mr. Clerk’s memo- 
randum, as far as I could when not seeing clearly the object and 
drift of the document to be answered ; but I shall not be able to 
copy out the paper for transmission by this post. 

The principles laid down in your note for our dealings with 
Lahore are entirely those by which I have most anxiously endea- 
voured to guide my course. That in every detail I have succeeded, 
it would be presumptuous to hope ; nay, I must not be surprised if 
you, on reviewing the whole undisturbed, as I have necessarily been, 
by the bewildering whirl of intrigue and ever varying cabal with 
which I am in constant contact, should find my failures far out- 
number my successes. Still I am not without hope that you will 
see at the bottom of all I have done, or forborne to do, the very prin- 
ciples you have laid down, however defective or erroneous judgment 
may have prevented the details from conforming to them, 

The next letter from the Durbar, whatever its tenor, will enable 
me to report fully on all our late discussions and the present state 
of the Durbar. If the letter be satisfactory, the long and danger- 
ous delay will prevent my merely reporting that there have been 
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differences now arranged. If unsatisfactory, I mean to inform the 
Durbar that, not being empowered to acknowledge anything short 
of the subordination on this side of the Sutlej in force throughout 
Runjeet Singh’s reign, and, indeed, up to the present Maharaja’s 
accession, I must submit the whole to you. 

I had, with this view, roughly sketched 'a report on our relations, 
of which I had lately resolved to suppress the greater part as super- 
fluous. I shall now, however, complete and enlarge it, on the very 
ill-understood points on which Mr. Clerk’s unprecise language may 
raise doubts, which I cannot conceive he shares, though I admit 
his paper has much surprised me ; for though Mr. Currie once 
pointed out to me some strange language in one of Mr. Clerk’s 
letters to Mr. Thomas Metcalfe, yet I ascribed it to the heat of 
controversy between men whose personal interests and feelings had 
jostled, and not to the possibihty of Mr. Clerk holding an opinion 
I cannot but look on as preposterous in anyone conversant with 
the facts of our comiection with Lahore. 

From Mr. Hardinge’s letter I gather that a despatch may be 
expected from England on the subject of our cis- Sutlej relations 
with Lahore. I do not think you will find it difficult to clear up 
any obscurity attending them ; but I shall in the mean time look 
more and more to the subject, lest I should be called on by you for 
an opinion. 

In all the existing discussions there is not one, I think, which 
can be called a case of offence to our dignity. The Durbar would 
not answer your letter, though merely complimentary, for a long 
time ; nor at all till foolishly solicited, nay entreated to do so, by 
our native agent. This indiscretion of his put into such jeopardy the 
quiet settlement of other matters, by confirming their belief in your 
being restricted in power, that to remedy the error became indis- 
pensable. At the same time I wished to avoid this matter being 
made a subject of contest. I reprimanded our agent, therefore, 
for hia folly, and gave a copy of the reprimand to the Lahore 
Vakeel. 

At the same time I told him that an answer so given might he 
fairly declined, but that, as its terms were friendly, I would keep it 
back for a time, to see if the Durbar would explain the improper 
conduct of its servants, so that I might not have to report in for- 
warding it that the acts of the Durbar contradicted their language. 
This gave one more argument to the moderate party. The Durbar 
has finally made partial reparation in one case, but without aban- 
doning the implication of non-subjection. . . . 

I took advantage of some inaccuracies, real or apparent, and an 
unusual mode of transmission, to submit their letter a second time 
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for their consideration, warning them that I could only act on the 
rules in force in Eunjeet Singh’s time ; and I told the Vakeel that 
reference to you now alone remained. Their answer will arrive by 
the first or second proximo if it comes at all, and then I shall send 
down the whole correspondence. 

The acts of which I have complained are only parts of a system, 
and I have dwelt only on one or two glaring cases, where the Maha- 
raja’s orders have either been openly alleged, or are well known to 
exist, and where the actors have been men of some mark, though not 
of the highest rank. 

The points in dispute are two : 1st, the right to cross the Sutlej 
without permission — i.e. the question settled when the Sowars crossed, 
and never doubted before that ; and 2nd, exemption is claimed, or 
rather assumed, from the jurisdiction of my court, and consequently 
from that of the Government of India, for the Maharaja’s cis-Sutlej 
subjects and estates ; an exemption which has never existed up to this 
date, and which was never claimed till Puirdit Julia, with partial 
success, did so in Col. Eichmond’s time. 

These are points of nearly the highest weight, but they are of 
less consequence than others which must either in writing, or when 
you come up, be laid before you. Their frequent avowal in Durbar, 
and their causing such avowal to be made known indirectly to me, 
is a menace of their ability and desire to seduce from their allegiance 
the other Sikh chiefs and our native army. The very naming of such 
things with impunity for any length of time is unsafe, seeing the posi- 
tion now held in the State by their army. 

On these points, however, I have thought it most prudent to say 
nothing to them ; to appear to treat them with contempt ; and the 
reference to you will be solely as to the other points, of which 
a satisfactory adjustment would go far for the present, and only 
for the present, to settle the minds both of the chiefs and of our 
soldiery. 

The forbearance shown has been carried to the verge of danger. 
It so deceived some of the petty chiefs, that I have had to take 
strong measures with them. I need not tell you they are as a class 
dissipated, reckless, and ignorant beyond any other similar class in 
India. 

At the same time I have warned the Durbar and the chiefs not 
to be misled by this forbearance, which proceeds only from your 
remembrance of the long friendship of Eunjeet Singh, and your 
compassion for the tender years of the Maharaja, but cannot go 
on for ever. 

I have spoken fully, freely, and so plainly that they are angry 
at it. I never laid aside the customary style to the Maharaja even 
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when speaking most plainly ; but I left them no excuse of misin- 
formation from evil counsels, for I referred them to Eunjeet Singh’s 
time, and even sent them copies of his letters, causing the Vakeel 
to read the originals, and I earnestly recommended abstinence from 
the danger of departing from the ancient rules, to which the late 
events tended. 

This course is unusual, and apt to make us seem too anxious 
for a settlement by peaceable means ; but I adopted it on mature 
reflection, from the very motives you have laid down for my 
guidance. 

With respect to Peshawur, the intrigue which makes most pro- 
gress, though slow, is not to give it to Dost Maliomed, but to his 
brother, Sooltan Mahomed Khan, now at Lahore, as a nominal 
vassal of that state. It is a difference in name only ; that is, it is 
open to every objection to which possession by Dost Mahomed is 
open ; but in that, as in other cases, a vigorous effort will be made 
to accomplish it before wo invade, or at least before we conquer, in 
order that it may be for us the status qiio. This will give you a 
key to much going on in the Punjab. I agree with you that for us 
to suffer a Barukzye power at Peshawur, with us at Lahore, would be 
most impolitic. 

It is post hour, and I must defer writing on some other parts of 
Mr. Hardinge’s letter till to-morrow. 

Believe me &c. 

G. Bkoadfoot. 

The next extracts are from SirH. Hardinge’s letter to Lord 
Ellenborough; in them news already given is repeated, hut 
special interest must be attached to any epitome of news from 
the pen of the Governor-General. 

(Extracts.) Barrackpore : August 18, 1845. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough, — Many thanks for the sword and 
pistol ; they are both very effective weapons, 

Mr, Clerk has either talked or written about his coming out to 
superintend the Punjab affairs. I did not answer your messages, 
saying ‘ he was ready to come out whenever I expressed a wish,’ be- 
cause I did not think it necessary that he should supersede Broad- 
foot, and place himself as a provisional member of Council in the 
position of superseding the Governor- General himself on this the 
great question of the day. 

Peshora Singh has taken Attock, and has offered Peshawur to 
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felie Afghans in consideration of their support. I consider Peshawur 
of vital importance in a military and political point of view. It is 
170 miles from Cabul, and would give the Afghans a depot for 
aggressive operations against the Punjab, and the possession of 
both banks of the Indus by Afghans and Mahommedans would 
greatly increase the difficulties of the defence of Sind, the Afghans 
stretching their reconquest of territory from Peshawur to Mooltan, 
and thence to Sukkur &c. 

In a political point of view the reoccupation of Peshawur and 
the banks of the Indus by Afghans would be a disgrace in the eye 
of the natives of the East, who recollect that Capt. Burnes left Cabul 
because Lord Auckland would not take a line respecting Peshawur 
adverse to the interests of Eunjeet Singh, and that the Afghan war 
was the consequence. 

I am convinced the truest policy for Lidia is to have a strong 
Sikh Government in the Punjab, If this cannot be effected, we 
cannot tolerate Afghan or Mahommedan reoccupation. The Punjab 
must he Sikh or British. I go up on September 20. Every effort 
will be made to bolster up a Sikh Government, and not to draw the 
sword. , . . Ever &c. 

H. Hardingb, 

In the course of a careful examination of correspondence 
regarding our relations with the Lahore Darhar, only two in- 
stances have been found in wrhich the Government of India 
did not altogether approve of the course followed by the Agent ; 
and as numerous occasions on which unqualified approval was 
expressed have been recorded, it is proper that mention of 
these should not be omitted; otherwise, they are not of suffi- 
cient importance to deserve record. 

One of these is just hinted at in Sir Henry Hardinge’s 
letter of August 14, when he remarked that an offence to our 
dignity would not constitute a sufficient casus helli. 

It appears that the Darhar in recent correspondence had 
departed from certain forms usual on such occasions ; and 
though this in itself may appear to Englishmen a very trivial 
matter, yet it is not so where Orientals are concerned. It is 
a case of what is known as ‘ trying it on.' Completely com- 
prehending this, and considering that to resent it at once was 
likely to bo the surest method of preventing its recurrence, 
and of thereby removing a source of irritation, the Agent de- 
clined to receive the letters till the usual mode of address was 
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adopted, and expressed his sense of the impropriety in plain 
terms. 

The Government of India considered that he had animad- 
verted rather more strongly than the occasion appeared to 
demand on some points which, however objectionable nnder 
ordinary circumstances, had better, in the present state of 
parties at Lahore, not have been treated as a matter of such 
serious importance. The Agent was accordingly warned not 
to be too sensitive in his communication with the Darbar and 
its officers. 

The other instance referred to was, that when reporting 
the usual Lahore news, Broadfoot referred incidentally in his 
letter to being occupied with much graver matters, about 
which he had not, at the time, collected sufficient information 
to warrant his writing an official report. Now, as nearly all 
matters affecting our relations with ’ the Darbar were then 
sufficiently serious, or rather involved very serious issues, the 
Governor-General naturally did not like to he told that the 
Agent was concerned with some especially grave cases, and 
at the same time to be kept in ignorance of their nature. 
The impropriety of this was pointed out ; but before the letter 
from the Government of India was received, the desired report 
had been forwarded by the Agent, so that the correspondence 
was closed by his expression of regret that he had omitted, in 
the first instance, to indicate the nature of the cases to which 
he had referred. He added, however : 

Of one thing I feel considerable confidence, and it is this ; that 
it will be found that the forbearance lately and still exercised with 
the Maharaja’s Government is out of all comparison beyond what 
any example can be found, or indeed what would have been thought 
possible from the beginning of our cis-Sutlej relations with Eunjeet 
Singh in 1808 down to the death of Sher Singh in 1843, that 
it has been carried to the verge of danger, and that this has been 
exercised declaredly from the motives now laid down in your letter 
for my guidance. 

When the report became current in the Punjab and the 
Protected States, that the English Government had forbidden 
the Government of India to declare war against the Sikhs 
without permission, the demeanour of the Darbar immediately 
changed. 
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The question of Raja Suchet Singh’s treasure, which had 
been revived by the Vakils, when threatened by the most vio- 
lent party in the Darhar, was brought forward by Sardar 
Jawahir Singh. There is reason to believe that he wished to 
lay before the Agent the original unfortunate order regarding 
it, to denounce the whole subsequent conduct of the Govern- 
ment of India as a breach of faith, and to threaten war if the 
terras in that document were not fullillcd. 

The Vakil ^ urged the Sardar to obtain renunciation of 
their claims on the treasure from Eaja Suchet Singh’s widow, 
and from llaja Gulab Singh. The latter, being in Lahore, was 
applied to, but answered that the British Government was no 
respecter of persons, and would place no value on his renun- 
ciation of a c.laiiu, as the widow was heiress. 

She, being absent, sent evasive answers or refusals. This, 
however, presented no insuperable obstacle ; a forged renuncia- 
tion of her claims was prepared, and Gulab Singh was desired 
to sign it in token of its authenticity. He delayed, and asked 
permission to go to Jammu. His signature was made a con- 
dition. He wept, signed, and departed. He had, however, 
provided for this contingency, and did not sign the false deed 
until ho had heard of the delivery of a letter from the widow 
to the Agent, requesting him on no accoimt to part with the 
treasure. This he knew would neutralise the effect of the 
forg(!ry. The mossenger delayed giving the letter to the Agent 
until Gulab Singh was safe in Jammu. 

A report reached Broadfoot that the health of the Governor- 
Goneral was not in a satisfactory state ; for, in writing to Mr. 
0. S. llardingc, after mentioning that Prince Waldemar * was 
fortunately preventod from going into Tibet by the people on 
the frontier, who refused supplies, he expressed great anxiety 
as to Kir Henry’s health. Tho bad effect his absence would 
have on tho Punjab was noticed, as was also a rumour about 
Mr. Clerk, to tho offect that ho was about to take charge of our 
relations with Lahore. 

The report was considered to bo unfounded, but it had 
done, and was doing, much mischief. 

** On tins occasion it was Bam travelled as Count Bavensburg, and 
Dial, Vakil at Firoiipur, not Kisbon was accompanied by Counts Grueben 
Oband, who adviaod the Sardar. and Oriolla, and Dr. Hofimeister, who 

Prince Waldemar of Prussia was killed at Pirozahah. 
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The following extracts from a letter from Mr. Edwards, 
Under Secretary in the Foreign Department, refer to these 
matters : 

Calcutta ; August 25, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I have just received your two letters of the 
14th ; and as Currie is out of town and will not be back until late 
in the evening, I at once reply to your inquiry respecting the 
Governor- General’s health, although I trust your anxiety on this 
head will have been dissipated long ere this can reach you by Currie’s 
letters, which, as they contain no mention of the fact, would of 
course incline you to disbelieve it. 

I am happy to say that Sir Henry is in perfect health, and as 
strong as when he first arrived. Some time since, before I returned 
from the Straits, he was, I believe, a little out of sorts, but he is 
now quite well again. I can easily imagine the mischief caused by 
any reports of the Govern or- General’s failing health; but more 
especially by that of Clerk’s deputation by H.M.’s Government to 
superintend Punjab affairs; the latter tending, as it so obviously 
does, not only to weaken your hands, but to lessen the influence of 
the Government. 

On the same date as that of this letter, Broadfoot re- 
ported the arrival of a messenger on behalf of Eaja Gulab 
Singh, to request the protection of the Government of India. 
The Eaja asserted that, having recently quitted the Darhar, 
he was convinced that war would be forced on the English, 
and could not he delayed beyond the approaching cold season. 
The messenger, in corroboration of his master’s opinion, said, 

‘ I know it for certain, there will surely be war ; I myself have 
seen it.’ ® 

The Eaja’s proposals were to raise the inhabitants of the 
hills against the Sikhs, and to transfer his allegiance to the 
British ; or to raise 40,000 or 50,000 men and destroy the 
Sikh army, and leave Lahore open to the British, who could 
then occupy it without firing a shot. 

In return he stipulated for protection in the enjoyment of 
his possessions during his life ; whilst Jammu and the neigh- 
bouring territories, with an income of 120,000!!. a year, were 
to he guaranteed to himself and his heirs for ever. And as a 
proof of sincerity he offered hostages. 

Broadfoot replied that the messenger should have known 

® The words used were : ‘Yakin janda jarur jang hunda; asi khud dekhiya.’ 



cH. xm 


REJECTED BY A&ENT 


331 


that as friends or as cnomios the English -were sincere ; that 
when forced into war, though they spared those who yielded 
and rewarded those who served them, yet they made war 
openly and fairly, trusting to God,“ and putting down their 
enemies hy their own strength ; but ho ought equally to have 
known that the English sought peace and justice, and never 
war till driven to it. Still less 'would they stoop to intrigue ; 
and to the llaja’s overtures no reply could be given. 

Oirc of the results of the hostile feeling of the Darbar to 
the English was manifested in therroteeted States ; difficulties 
hitherto unknown were raised as to forage from waste lands, 
and about giving other supplies for our troops. This was no 
doubt aggravated by a dry season, and by the increased num- 
bers of our foreiu Tlu'- difficulty was overcome by the Vakils, 
who exerted themselves in a manner which elicited the Agent’s 
praise. 

With reforencio to the boats and bridge fittings which were 
being brought up the river, Broadfoot recommended that no 
concealment or mysteiy should be made about them. They 
forincHl part of our military equipnu'.nt, and our soldiers should 
bo exercised in their uH(i, just as they were exercised in drill 
and in the use of their arms. 


" ‘ Tiiwakkul ba Klinda.’ 
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CHAPTEE XIV. 

1845. 

Death of Major Leech, C.B.— Letter to Mr. 0. S.Hardinge: evils from increased 
communication with Europe— The cis-Sutlej States — Letter from Sir H. 
Hardmge ; general policy indicated — Sikh complaints against the Govern- 
ment of India— Strange scene in Darbar — Death of Peshora Singh — Kumoura 
current in Punjab : Mohan Lai — Letter from Sir H. Hardinge : refeience to 
rumours — Increased hostility of Jawahir Singh — The Khalsa demand his 
surrender — His death — Suttee of hia wives — Sikh attempts to corrupt our 
sepoys — Desertion from native regiments — Notes from Capt. Nicolson’s 
diary — Hopeless state of the Punjab Government— Sir H. Hardinge to Lord 
EUenborough : Punjab news — Boats for bridge. 

On September 8, Major Eobert Leech, C.B., Assistant Agent 
at Ambala, died there, and Mr. E. N. Gust was sent down 
from Simla to take temporary charge of the district. 

Broadfoot reported to the Government of India, that the 
loss of Major Leech was at that moment the heaviest the 
Agency could sustain. He added : 

I lament his death as a public and private loss. . . . Major 
Leech’s knowledge of their ^ languages sacred and colloi^uial, his 
fondness for the study of their literature, his tolerance of native 
customs and prejudices, his easy temper and kindness of manners, 
balanced by sufficient firmness, a very dispassionate judgment, 
good sense and diligence in business, qualified him in no ordinary 
degree for such a post at such a time, and makes his loss on public 
grounds severe. 

The following letter to the Private Secretary refers to 
Prince Waldemar of Prussia, who with his suite dined with 
the Agent about this time ; ^ 

Simla : September 5, 1845. 

My dear Plardinge,— -Poor Major Leech’s death has given me so 
much to do to-day, that I have only time to say that Prince Walde- 

‘ Kef ere to the dialects spoken by the inhabitants of the country near the 
hills. 2 Mr. Gust’s memorandum. 
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Tviar lias come in, and tliat Count Oriolla has been here to ask, on 
the part of the Prince, whether he should remain here or go on, 
his object bemg to see a Punjab war &c. My answer was, tliat I 
would be frank with him ; if the British Government could avoid it, 
there would be no war ; it was oven at this moment doing every- 
thing to preserve peace ; its success depended wholly on the Sikh 
Government, for whom ho would be a bold man who ventured to 
answer one way or other ; that, therefore, I could toll him nothing, 
hut if he thought it worth while to wait till the Governor-Genoi-al 
came, ho might learn moro from him. 

Pie evidently thought I was very diplomatic, which is generally 
thought by clover continental people when they are fraukly dealt 
with. 

Leech’s place will be difficult to fill at present ; but I can write 
no more to-day. Yours &c. 

G. BiiOADFOor. 

The Prince is at the Hotel. He refuses all offers to do anything 
for him. 

The Governor-General, when reporting the proposals made 
on behalf of Eaja Gulab Singh, recorded his entire approval 
of the prudent answer given by Major Broaclfoot, in which 
he stated that to encourage a subject of an allied prince to 
intrigue against his sovereign was a procedure repugnant to 
the feelings and customs of the British Government. 

The inexpediency of interference by force of arms in order 
either to hold the Punjab by a subsidiary British force, or to 
establish a protectorate on the Sikh side of the Sutlej, was 
pointed out. 

It was stated that in round numbers the population of the 
Punjab amounted to 3,000,000, of which there were 1,500,000 
Hindus, 1,000,000 Musalmans, and 500,000 Sikhs. 

The Governor-General considered that, if the British 
power dispersed the Sikh army, the interest of the people at 
large should no longer be subordinated to that of a small 
warlilie sect, whose conduct had rendered interference neces- 
sary. He also predicted the ultimate failure of an attempt 
to govern a country so composed, by means of a Eesident 
supporto by a subsidiary force. He was equally averse to 
attempting to govern the Punjab by means of the Sikh chiefs. 
‘ We should be deprived of the resources of the country. 
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and the people would not have British justice, which, how- 
ever repugnant to the national feelings, gradually gives to 
the mass of the population some compensation for the loss of 
national independence by the prosperity which an impartial 
administration confers.’ 

Whilst it was repeated that interference in the domestic 
affairs of the Sikhs was deprecated as strongly as ever, it was 
clearly stated that if their acts and insults should lead to open 
rupture, no half measure would be found to answer. 

There is much interest in the following letter to Mr. C. 
S. Hardinge, Private Secretary to the Governor-General, and 
much truth in the remarks about the danger to India of minute 
interference by England. That danger is greatly enhanced 
when Indian measures are treated as party questions. 

Simla ; September 9, 1845. 

My dear Hardinge, — Many thanks for yonr note of August 29, 
just received. I am delighted on public and private grounds to find 
the rumours about Sir Henry’s health so totally unfounded. But 
even rumours are mischievous, now that we are, I think, on the eve 
of seeing a new phase of Indian politics, arising from the tendency 
of the native Powers to look rather to London than to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

It has been somewhat hastened by the accidents of Mohun Lall 
being at home, his having played his cards so well, and his connec- 
tions at Lahore and in our territories ; but it is the natural result 
of the increased communication with Europe, and unless met by 
extreme caution and firmness at home, as well as by care to 
strengthen the hands of the Government in India, it may lead to 
results which even the ablest man, practically unversed in Indian 
business, could not anticipate, I believe that had Mohun Lall not 
been in England, had he, when there, been more cautiously received, 
and referred for pension to the Government of India, the present 
discussions with the Punjab would either not have arisen or have 
been settled long ago. And I believe that claims will now be made, 
never before made, because every doubt existing in London is picked 
up about the public offices, or even by unguarded conversation of 
public men, and sent out to the native courts and chiefs, well versed 
in the method of taking advantage of such things. Again, the 
Kythul question, but for the same cause, would long since have 
been quietly settled and forgotten : both cases will now be difficult 
to adjust satisfactorily. In due time such agency at home will take 
its place among the things not to be prevented, but never to be left 



cn. XIV EVILS OF EASY INTEECOTOSE WITH ENGLAND 335 

out of our calculations. It will probably produce some degree of 
permanent weakness in our Government, and consequently of our 
possession of the Indian Empire ; but its dangers will in a few years 
perhaps diminish. I sayjicr/idjps, because if once change in England 
weakens our Executive Government there also, and every parlia- 
mentary or popular change allects Lidian administration, as such 
changes now do that of the eoloiries, our rule in India will not be of 
long continuance, unless India itself should undergo in one genera- 
tion the change of many centuries. 

Even as it is, I dread the effects of any possible change of 
ministry in England. Tlierc are able and patriotic men among the 
Whigs. Their natural bias would bo to support and strengthen the 
Governor- General; but they will come in supported and driven by 
a faction, that is by sellisli and reckless men ; and hopes for a season 
will be excited among intriguers, wliich, once communicated to the 
Indian courts, may lead to any amount of extravagance, and may 
produce eflect.s not to bes got rid of Avhen the fallacy of these hopes 
is discovered. I have every day more and more regarded the present 
Governor- Gonoral’s Administration as likely, when Indian history 
shall bo rightly written, to figure as one of the most remarkable and 
most trying to its lioad, from his having new dangers and obstacles 
to moot, amidst diillculties the more formidable from their being ill 
understood. 

That during the changes already begun or imminent there 
should ho no change of hands, must be tlio wish of every man 
do.sirous of the public good ; and situated as I am, and thinking as 
above indicated, you will not wonder at my feelhig anxious when 
the (!ommander-in-(Jhiof told mo ho had hoard Sir Henry was in 
had health. £ have run into subjects I did not purpose on beginning 
to write. Lot me only add, after reading over what is written, that 
I do not want you to answer mo a word on the above subjects. I 
am not putting questions in the disguise of statements. 

I am quite vexed at my reports not having gone in, but the way 
my time is devoured by the trans- Sutlej rovollors is inconceivable. 
I have been from half-past eight till noon writing this letter ; my 
time being occupied by the Vakeels and others interested on our 
border. Jowahir Singh has omissarios out to corrupt our sepoys ; 
he has sont back to Auandpoor Makhowal tlio man he recalled at 
my instance ; ho has ordered troops to be in readiness to cross the 
Sutlej ; ho is trying to tamper with tho chiefs. For all this I caro 
littlo ; it is mischievous and must bo stopped, but will keep till the 
Governor- General comes. Tho chiefs and people, however, get far 
otherwise excited. I have to hear their stories and talk to them ; 
to write or make preparations for contingencies from hour to hour! 
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to prevent some explosion difficult to handle. And so my time is 
not my own, not even the Govemor-Generars ; it is Jowahir SinglTs, 
who is probably at this moment in his cups cutting out work for 
me, and eventually for the Government. 

The 'cis- Sutlej territory’ question will naturally puzzle every- 
body who tries to form an opinion from our correspondence. I have 
touched on the subject in the remarks on Clerk’s letter to Lord 
Eipon. In a report on my table, in its rough form, it is more 
particularly noticed ; but I have not entered into it so fully as if 
specially called on, which perhaps I may be on the arrival of tlie 
despatch you mentioned. But is it not curious that these doubts 
having sprung up in London, from some source unlaiown, should 
be the same that the Durbar should work on, as if Clerk’s letter had 
gone to Lahore, instead of to the Governor-General? And that 
some intimation of the kind did go there before .1 heard from you, 1 
have no doubt. Nay, the very odd selection of Anandpoor Mak- 
howal, and the awards of Sir E. Colebrooke, made by Clerk, is the 
one made also by the Durbar. And the agitation on this subject -was 
renewed on the arrival of the mail which I believe to have brought 
Clerk’s letters a few weeks ago to Calcutta. 

An official letter of to-day wiU indicate the line I have taken : 
that of pointing out true relations, when I do so, in the way of 
prefer ed advice, but refusing to listen to a question of our existing 
rights. They want to throw on us what we can bear, but whicli 
belongs more properly to them, and which they cannot bear — the 
onus prohandi. 

If it be made a question of words, whether English or Persian, 
every cis- Sutlej chief can bring language of apparently the most 
conclusive kind to show that he is as complete a sovereign as Queen 
Victoria, and that consequently the servants of the said Queen and 
her ancestors have, for thirty-seven years, practised the most con- 
tinued, barefaced, and unjustifiable oppression, not only on the 
Maharaja of Lahore, but on every other chief, great and small, having 
a kingdom (not estate) or share in a kingdom, whether measured by 
miles or yards, between Jumna and Sutlej ; but if the words bo 
compared with institutions and facts, and thereby interpreted, tho 
very contrary of all this will be found, and whether in the Maharaja’s 
cis-Sutlej or anybody else’s cis-Sutlej territory, the sovereignty of 
the Queen, the Company, and the Government of India, will be found 
to be as complete and undoubted famongnatives capable of thinking 
at all) as over the district of Hooghly ; and this not by treaty or 
compact imposing limits on our power, but with an extent of juris- 
diction exercised varying according to necessity in each case. 

If caUed upon, I am prepared to defend those propositions, not 
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in the lawyer style, but as serving a Government desirous only of 
truth and justice, blinking none of the apparently strong arguments 
which can be adduced, but taking the very strongest of them (for 
on either side examples abound), and putting it to any dispassionate 
man whether the truth be with facts which are inexplicable on the 
supposition of eis- Sutlej independence, or with loords which are 
from the imperfection of language necessarily ambiguous, but are 
completely compatible inmost cases witJi either supposition, though 
only on one supposition compatible also with the facts. 

Yours &c. 

G. Beoadfoot. 

The following letter from the Governor-General to Major 
Broadfoot confirms and repeats the instructions contained in 
an official letter, ^ which, though fuller and more precise, is 
not quoted. 

(Private.) Government House : September 11, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I have written an answer to your official 
letter respecting the tender of Eaja Golab Singh’s allegiance on 
certain conditions, and I have distinctly informed you that the 
Government will have nothing to say to proposals for intervention 
by means of a Eesident and a subsidiary force. 

Eight months ago I entered at some length with the Home 
Government on the impolicy of any such system of occupation : 
that for the interests of India I preferred the Sutlege as our frontier, 
with a strong Sikh Government as our advanced guard ; but that it 
was in my mind clear that the Punjab up to Peshawur must be 
held either by Sikhs or by British* 

I adliere more firmly than before to that view of our real policy ; 
and in the letter which Edwards will send you, I have assumed 
that these proposals of influential men at Lahore, which tliey are 
ready to make, if they did not fear my powers to accept, are limited 
to the hire of a British army to disperse a mutinous Sikh army, 
the Sikh chiefs retaining their property, their power, and their 
nationality. 

Then I am told I am to be forced to this line of intervention by 
various indirect acts short of an open rupture. 

My answer will be, not only that I will not interfere on such 
terms, but that if by acts of violent aggression I am compelled to 
cross the Sutlege, 1 will do so without terms, giving them fair 
notice that they must take the consequences of throwing the first 
stone. You will perceive by the tenor of my public letter that I 

3 No. 584, dated September 10, 1845. 

Z 
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assume they are prepared for a limited system of intervention. Are 
they prepared for the unlimited consequences of compelling me to 
cross the Sutlege ? 

In your letter to Capt. Mills, in par. 8 you state that efforts are 
supposed to he making to tamper with our sepoys. Bear in mind 
that on October 7 the Act providing articles of war for the three 
armies will be promulgated to the troops. The temper in which 
they may receive it is a responsibility which I am prepared to take ; 
the risk is so inferior to the advantage to be obtained, that I have 
not hesitated to incur it. October 7 may assist the Eaja of Ladwa’s 
schemes ; but you wiU in the interval have been able to ascertain 
the nature of his progress, from which I confess I apprehend no 
serious result. 

The intention to promulgate the new code on October 7 is con- 
fidential, although the Commander-in-Chief has in all probability 
informed you of the fact. 

Mr. Currie left us some days ago ; and as I start in ten days, 
I am severely tasked in getting through the public business. In 
great haste, Yours &c. 

H. Hardinoe, 

Meanwhile the Sikh Darbar was preparing an indictment 
against the Government of India, and the Vakil was desired 
to find out from the Agent how it would be received. He said 
that he had heard privately that the Darbar had caused an 
order to he written to him, but had not as yet sent it. The 
contents were as follow : That the Darbar had at great cost 
twice invaded Afghanistan for the benefit of the British. That 
English armies had traversed the Punjab to the detriment of 
its people and Government, an injury which had been patiently 
borne by the Darbar. That we had been permitted to occupy 
Eirozpur, which by right belonged to the Darbar, on condition 
of keeping no more troops there than were necessary for the 
management of the district, but that, in spite of this, a great 
army was collected. Nor was this the only innovation since 
Col. Richmond’s time : the passage of the Darbar’s troops across 
the river had been forcibly prevented, and Lai Singh, Ad^ati, 
had been prohibited from crossing though sent on duty by 
the Darbar. The Vakil continued that he had heard he was 
to he ordered to demand prompt satisfaction on all these 
counts, and to be threatened with recall in case he did not 
succeed in obtaining it. He was further to point out that 
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these offences had all occurred since Major Broadfoot had 
been Agent ; if that officer would at once withdraw from Piroz- 
pur all troops not recjuired for police duty, would allow free 
passage to the Darbar’s troops, and to Lai Singh, Adalati, it 
would be well ,* if not, the Darhar would decline to deal with 
anyone save the Governor-General in person. 

It is said that the composition of the document which 
embodied these demands and threats caused a curious scene 
at the Darhar. The tone and words used were unusual and 
insolent, but the paper was heard by the generals with great 
applause. Bhai Earn Singh and Fakir Azizuddin, who re- 
presented what remained of the moderate party, would have 
nothing to do with it ; whereupon Sardar Jawahir Singh 
said publicly that he would not be surprised if the troops and 
faithful Sikhs were to burn down then houses. They were 
summoned to the Darhar to consult on the document. The 
Bhai refused to attend, and left Lahore next day to avoid the 
conse(iuences. 

The Fakir, more at the mercy of the Darbar, attended ; and, 
after a scene almost comical, gave an ambiguous approval under- 
stood by the intelligent, but taken literally by Jawahir Singh and 
his companions. He declared the style and composition to he 
admirable, and calculated to fill the English with terror ; that in 
his day such a letter would not have answered, for Ranjit Singh 
had to deal with Sir D. Ochterlony and other headstrong men ; but 
that he had no doubt the change was as great on the south as on 
the north side of the Sutlej, and if so the parwana^ would produce 
the desired effect. He flattered them with so great ability that he 
obtained 500 rs. as a present, the promise of a jagir, and, what he 
valued more, the promise of never being sent for again on such a 
matter. On taking leave he said, so strong was habit at his years, 
that, greatly as he admired the parwana and the spirit which dictated 
it, he could not help advising, as most favourable to tranquilhty, 
adherence to the old treaty and to established rules. 

The Vakil asked Broadfoot whether he would receive such 
a parwana if it were sent ; and was told that if sent officially 
it would undoubtedly be received and forwarded to the Govern- 
ment of India ; that it would speak for itself, and save much 
trouble- 

* The doctiinent in (question. Parwana means a letter or order from a 
superior to an inferior. 
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The Vakil then remarked that he knew the Agent was secure 
in the support of his Grovernment; and he contrasted this with 
the ruin which might any day befall him at the instance of the 
Darbar. 

It will be recollected that Kunwar Peshora Singh had 
seized the fort of Attock and raised the standard of rebellion. 
Sardar Chattar Singh of Atari and other chiefs, at the head of 
a considerable force, were sent to reduce him to submission. 
He soon discovered his inability to oppose them with success ; 
and though Attock was a very strong fort, he yielded it on the 
promise of personal safety. Sardar Jawahir Singh sent the 
Vakil of Sardar Chattar Singh to his master loaded with 
presents, to induce him to put Peshora Singh to death. He 
is also said to have hired assassins to kill the Kunwar before 
he could arrive at Lahore. 

The Khalsa troops, on the other hand, were anxious for his 
safe arrival there, as they meditated deposing Jawahir Singh, 
the Eani, and Duleep Singh, and setting up Peshora Singh in 
their stead. There is some obscurity as to the manner of his 
death. The account which seems to be the most probable is, 
that Jawahir Singh’s bribes and promises induced Sardar 
Chattar Singh, and Patteh Khan, Tiwana, to break the pledges 
they had given, and to murder, or connive at the murder of, 
the unfortunate Peshora Singh. It is said that when about 
twenty miles on their way from Attock to Lahore, a day*s halt 
was proposed for hog hunting ; that when, fatigued with the 
day’s sport, the Kunwar had gone to rest, he was surprised 
in his tent by a band of armed men, put in irons, and taken 
secretly back to the fort of Attock. There he was murdered, 
and his remains were thrown into the Indus, which flows past 
swift and deep. 

The two leaders, dreading the wrath of the Khalsa, 
separated. Patteh Khan went towards Dera Ismail Khan, 
and Chattar Singh went into Eaja Gulab Singh’s territories. 
But Jawahir Singh, the instigator, remained in Lahore, blinded 
with joy at the event, to what must inevitably follow. 

Day by day the regular army was slowly reassembling, to 
the embarrassment of the Darbar, and to the terror of Jawahir 
Singh when sufficiently sober to realise his position. In order 
to escape from it, he became more than ever desirous of war 
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with the British. He continued his efforts to tamper with the 
protected chiefs, and with the Company’s sepoys. He proposed 
to withdraw the troops ^ from the Maharaja’s cis-Sutlej estates, 
in which they had been placed by Eanjit Singh, and kept there 
to carry out the Agent’s orders ; and to replace them by Sikh 
troops, who knew nothing of the work, and whose insubordina- 
tion could not fail to produce an early rupture. 

On September 17, the Agent informed his Assistant at 
Firozpur, Capt. Nicolson, of the report that the Darbar was 
about to move troops towards our frontier and to station them 
there. This movement being contrary to usage and, before 
Sher Singh’s death, unprecedented, would probably cause 
excitement. The Assistant was requested to use his endea- 
vours to allay this, and, if the movement were executed, to 
take steps to keep himself informed of what passed among 
the Sikh troops, and to watch carefully the ghats ® in their 
vicinity. He was desired in speaking of it to the people to 
treat the intention as improbable, and when mentioning it to 
the Vakil [to say it was contrary to established usage, and 
therefore unlikely. 

Allusion has been made, in some of the correspondence 
quoted, to rumours which were in circulation in the Punjab 
and Protected States, and which had a disturbing effect on 
the Darbar and on the cis-Sutlej chiefs. The reports were, 
as usual, vague : it was said that the Governor-General had 
been prohibited from declaring war against the Punjab ; and 
it was also rumoured that Mohan Lai, then in London, had 
succeeded in influencing the English Government in its 
decisions on recommendations made by the Government of 
India. Both rumours had a tendency to make the natives 
look to London rather than to Calcutta for justice, and for 
final settlement of their cases; and, in consequence, to 
imply a weakness in the Indian Government not hitherto 
suspected. 

Subsequent events showed that the first rumour was devoid 
of foundation. It would seem to have reached the Punjab 

® The troops referred to wore a of police, one of whose duties was to 
body of men raised by Eanjit Singh, execute the orders of the Agency Court, 
and kept in his cis-Sutlej estates for “ Ohdt in this case means the 
local purposes only. They were a sort fords or ferries. 
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with Gen. Ventura’s correspondence. When in London, he 
may easily have misunderstood the generally expressed wish, 
both of the Government and of the people, that war with the 
Sikhs might be avoided ; and conceived that feeling to be so 
strong as to prevent the Indian Government from declaring 
war. At any rate his communications with the Darbar were 
so understood, and hence arose this mischievous rumour, 
which encouraged Sardar Jaw^ahir Singh in his course of 
wanton insult and aggression towards the British ; a course 
which other circumstances seemed to indicate as the safest for 
himself. 

With regard to the other rumour, there was undoubtedly 
more foundation, 

Mohan Lai, whose name is known in connection with that 
of Sir Alexander Burnes, and who wrote a description of his 
travels with that officer, had been employed in certain trans- 
actions and negotiations connected with the Kabul disasters. 
He claimed large sums of money as disbursed by him on 
secret service. He was attached to the North-West Frontier 
Agency, and had gone to England on the plea of business with 
Sir Alexander Burnes’s brother. Whilst in London, he was 
lionised with that ignorant and indiscriminate enthusiasm 
characteristic of our society, and was liberally suiDplied with 
funds by the home authorities. He was an unprincipled 
intriguer ; had a brother-in-law, a Mr. Hodges, in Ludhiana, 
and no doubt in his correspondence did not depreciate what- 
ever he may have possessed in the matter of influence with 
people in power in England. He was also suspected of having 
assisted to spread the first-mentioned rumour. 

These remarks will explain the allusions in the following 
letter from Sir Henry Hardinge : 

(Private.) Calcutta : September 19, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot,^ — With regard to Mohun Lall, the incon- 
venience resulting from the arrangements made in his favour in 
England must be patiently borne. You are, of course, aware of the 
causes which induced the home authorities to conciliate that indi- 
vidual. 

Whatever my opinion may be of that course, it is my business 
to assist the policy which they have thought it expedient to adopt; 
at the same time, if he or his brother-in-law gives me annoyance, 
I shall not hesitate to stop his pension and remove Hodges. 
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We have for the last two years had much annoyance to contend 
against in the case of the Ameers of Sind. The feeling of the maj ority 
of all classes in England is, that our seizure of their country is a 
very questionable proceeding. I have allowed their Vakeels at their 
own discretion to go to England. They have told various lies, which 
succeeded for a season, and now are pretty well settled. I have 
allowed, contrary to Napier’s opinion of the danger, thirty-eight of 
the exiled families to remain with Ali Murad on his responsibility ; 
and I shall give the Ameers liberty to reside where they please. 
Lord Ashley writes that in consequence he has postponed indefinitely 
his motion on the Ameers &c. 

A discussion on Mohun Lall’s services would he very awkward, 
as you are aware ; not to me or my friends, but to British reputa- 
tion. 

I care not a straw for the rumours of my restricted powers, or 
that Mohun Lall is my master, but I do care that the sincerity of 
my professions to maintain peace shall be proved by my acts ; and 
having the power to redress our own wrongs on this side of the 
river whenever we please, the moderate use of that power is the 
best and most honourable policy. 

As to Mr. Clerk, I believe Lord Eipon said to him in conver- 
sation at a dinner party, that he wished he were going out ; that 
Clerk replied he was ready, but could not move unless I expressed 
a wish to have him ; and then the conversation dropped. Lord E.’s 
letters confirm this version ; and as Mr. Clerk is a prudent man, and 
probably can take the true measure of Mohun Lall, he has abstained 
fcoin communication with him. 

I recommend you, in your official correspondence, to attach the 
least possible importance to these rumours. I have no doubt they 
have given all the trouble you describe, and to the Government the 
disrepute of being defeated by such low agents. The inconvenience 
is temporary ; and as, in my letter of the 10th, I have distinctly 
stated the course I intend to pursue, I have no doubt I shall find 
you have acted with your usual discrimination. The Act giving to 
the Governor- General the whole powers of the Governor- General 
in Council will be published to-morrow. If such a document is in- 
valid compared with Mr. Hodges’s assurances of Mohun Lall having 
superseded the Governor- General, we^ust bear it patiently until 
the insane fit be over. Yours &c. 

H. H. 

On September 19 the VaMl waited on the Agent, and read 
to him some papers which were written in cipher, and which, 
he said, must he considered as unofficial ; that is, he had not 
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been desired by the Darbar to communicate their contents. 
They contained statements of the determined hostility of 
Sardar Jawahir Singh to the British ; of his rejection of a 
strong public remonstrance made by Bhai Earn Singh ; and 
an intimation of attempts having been made to corrupt Sodhi 
Biv^an Singh of Anandpur Makhowal. 

Broadfoot answered as follows : 

I said that I was sorry to hear the news just read ; that, as he 
knew, I had done everything in my power to maintain friendship, 
and by repeated advice and warning, accompanied by the fullest 
explanations, to remove every chance of misconception on the part 
of the Durbar ; that the ablest men remaining about the Durbar had 
now expostulated in vain ; that it was grievous to see a friendship 
of so long duration, and so fully maintained by Eunjeet Singh, 
thus cast aside ; but amidst this regret was the satisfaction of know- 
ing that no effort of any kind to preserve it had been wanting on our 
side, and that the forbearance shown by us was wholly unexampled, 
having, as he knew, led almost to serious evil. 

The Vakil then broached the subject of the relief of the 
troops employed in the Maharaja’s cis-Sutlej estates. The 
Agent, in reply, remarked on the inexpediency of introducing 
changes eis-Sutlej until the arrival of the Governor-General. 
He pointed out the danger of disturbance, from the substitu- 
tion of insubordinate Sikh soldiers for the present men ; but 
added, that as the Vakil was responsible to him for the good 
order of the estate, he would, on receipt of a written guarantee 
for the good behaviour of the new troops, sanction the proposed 
change. This conciliatory step of the Agent received the en- 
tire approval of the Governor-General. 

The impression made on Sir Henry Hardinge by these and 
other reports at that time, was that there would he no imme- 
diate attack or violation of our frontier- He foresaw that the 
anger of the Ehalsa would be directed against Jawahir Singh 
for having procured the murder of Peshora Singh; at the 
same time he considered there was such undeniable evidence 
of the hostility of the Wazir, that it would be imprudent to 
relax the defensive operations already commenced.^ 

The Governor-General was right ; Jawahir Singh made 

^ Campare Governor- General to November 1, 1845. Sec Fa;gers 
the Secret Committee, No. 4 of printed February 26, 1846, p. 6. 
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more and more frantic efforts to divert the wrath of the 
Khalsa from himself to the British, and his violence was the 
measure of his desperation. Seeing this, the troops at Am- 
ritsar refused to receive one of his followers as their general, 
and threatened to kill him. They protested that they would 
destroy Jawahir Singh himself, but would make no war with 
the English, who had given them no cause of offence. In 
concert with the rest of the army, they framed a number of 
questions and put them to Jawahir Singh. He was required 
to produce Peshora Singh ; and was directly charged with 
wishing to send the army against the English, whilst he him- 
self was afraid to quit the fort of Lahore. The Khalsa in- 
formed him in rough language, that they were not so sense- 
less as to march against the British at the bidding of a fool ; 
but stated that they would not decline to do so after proper 
preparation, and if the assembled troops, chiefs, and Eajas, so 
decided at the approaching Basahra. 

What followed this is graphically told in the next letter ; 
it has already been published, with numerous, though perhaps 
at the time unavoidable, misprints, in the papers on the out- 
break of the first Sikh war which were presented to Parlia- 
ment. 

27ie A(jmt to the Governor -General on the North-West Frontier 
to the Secretary to the Government of India} 

Camp, Simla : September 26, 1845. 

Tlio troops continued on tlio IStli and subsequent days to main- 
tain the same attitude as belbro— perfect order among themselves, 
and strict discipline towards the city and its neighbourhood. They 
pitched their camp at tho plain of Miyan Meer, on the Ferozepore 
side of Lahore, where the punchayets held their nightly meetings, 
and in the morning issued the orders determined on, under the de- 
signation belonging to the Sikh sect before Bunjeet Singh became 
a monarch, viz. tho Khalsa Punth (Khalsa joe da Punth), They 
formally assumed the government, and sent letters bearing their seal, 
inscribed merely with the name of God, to all local officers, military 
loaders, and members of the Durbar, requiring their presence and 
obedience. They sent similar letters to the Eanee, requiring her to 
join their camp with her son, and to deliver up her brother and the 
murderers of Peshora Singh, if he were really dead. The Eanee 
^ Pajpers pp, 8, 9, and 10. 
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justified liis death, which her brother had denied. The troops 
answered that her admission proved it, and required her to choose 
between giving him up or sharing his fate with her son. 

In such negotiations were passed the intermediate days. Sirdar 
Jowahir Singh trusted to holding the fort with his new levies and 
the artillery, of which the superior officers were much in his favour ; 
but he found that, including the Englishman, or, as he himself says, 
the American, Col. Gardener, the troops and their officers were ready 
to obey the summons of the troops, and to join their camp ; he [the 
Sardar] now began to think of escape, and laboured in every way to 
gain time and conciliate the levies, that they might at least connive 
at his flight. 

On the 19th he and the Eanee sent Dewan Deena Nath, Fakeer 
Noor-ood-deen, and Sirdar Uttiu* Singh, Kaleewala, to urge the troops 
to return to their obedience on account of the danger of English in- 
vasion &c. The troops immediately made them prisoners, releasing 
Noor-ood-deen, whom they sent to warn the Eanee that the 20th 
was the latest day on which the option of surrendering her brother 
would be left her ; that this delay was only given to spare the city 
the miseries of a siege of the fort ; and that she and her son would 
pay with their lives the penalty of such siege, if their obstinacy made 
it necessary. At the same time, under the seal of the Punth, they 
required the troops in the fort to take care that no one escaped, and 
they posted guards at each gate of the city for the like purpose, 
Fakeer Noor-ood-deen, having fulfilled his mission, was honourably 
dismissed ; the other prisoners were insulted, threatened, and derided 
by the soldiery. 

On the night of the 20th, Sirdar Jowahir Singh made great pre- 
sents and greater promises to his troops, giving one general half a 
lakh of rupees to facilitate his escape. They allowed him to reach 
the gate of the fort, where the guard peremptorily forbade him to go 
farther, saying that such were the orders of the Khalsa Punth. The 
Sirdar returned to his house in despair. 

In the afternoon of the 21st it was announced that four battalions 
had left the camp to destroy all in the fort, of which the garrison, 
with all the artillery and generals, had marched to the camp of Miyan 
Meer. Immediate departure for the camp was announced to be the 
only chance of safety. The Sirdar, his sister, and her son, with all 
the members of Durbar who had not already gone to the camp, now 
mounted on the state elephants, and proceeded to join the troops, 
their tents having been already sent on. The four battahons which 
they met turned back in silence, and escorted them to the camp. 
When they arrived there it had become dark. The Eanee, the 
Maharajah, and their immediate attendants, except the slave Mungla, 
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were conducted to tLeir tents by the troops, which ran tumultuously 
to them from every part. 

Sirdar Jowahir Singh was put to death in his howdah by in- 
numerable wounds of swords and muskets, and his body thrown 
out on the ground. Two of his leading associates, Bhya Chutter, a 
doorkeeper, and Bawa Euttun Singh, Bedee, a chabook sowar (a 
horse-jockey), were also put to death, as well as some orderly horse- 
men, much consulted on State affairs by the Sirdar. Of the rest of 
his attendants, most escaped in the dark, Eajah Lai Singh was 
made a prisoner, as also Sirdar Jiwun Singh, a man of low station, 
a native of Majeeta, but for some years a Hindoo Fakeer, in Eohil- 
cund, Mungla, the slave, was also imprisoned, as well as a few 
others of less note. Sirdar Lai Singh, Morariya, who was designated 
to command the expedition against the English, fled, and is believed 
to have crossed the Butlege, He was, on Heera Singh’s death, only 
a risaldar of orderly horse, and was raised by Jowahir Singh first to 
be a general and then a Sirdar, with a view sometimes of going as a 
special ambassador to the English, and sometimes of commanding 
an army to invade them. Gen. Mehtab Singh, Majeeteea, and 
others of that family lately leaders at the Durbar, are in concealment, 
and orders were sent to bring Lai Singh, Adalatee, a prisoner from 
the Sutlege bank opposite to Ferozepore. Thus the whole of the 
members of the late Government were either slain, imprisoned, or 
fugitives. 

On the morning of the 22nd, the Banee, who has still great in- 
fluence with the troops, reproached them for the death of her brother 
and threatened to destroy herself and her son. The punchayet re- 
leased Deewan Deena Nath, and Sirdar Uttur Singh, Kaleewala, with 
orders to soothe the Eanee. After some time, she and her son, and 
their attendants, came out to where the body of Jowahir Singh was 
lying almost cut to pieces. The Eanee and her women broke out 
into violent lamentations, which moved the soldiers so much that 
they permitted her and her son to return to the fort, carrying with 
her the Sirdar’s body. They also allowed Deewan Deena Nath, and 
Sirdar Uttur Singh, Kaleewala, to accompany her. 

The body was carried first to the fort, and then to the burning 
place, where, amidst a great concourse of people, four of the Sirdar’s 
wives were burned with it. The crowd was so great on the way 
from the fort, that they broke the order of the procession, and 
two companies of sepoys on duty with it, during the confusion, 
plundered the Sirdar’s wives of all the jewels and ornaments with 
which they were decked for the occasion, and which were intended 
for distribution to Brahmins and others at the pile. Suttees are 
sacred, and receive worship ; their last words are considered prophetic, 
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their blessing eagerly sought for, and their curses dreaded. Deewan 
Deena Nath, the Eanee, the Maharajah and others, prostrated 
themselves before them and obtained their blessing. This was re- 
peated at the pile by Deewan Deena Nath, and by the Eanee and 
her son by proxy. The suttees blessed them, but cursed the Sikh 
Punth. At the pile they were asked the fate of the Punjab, and 
declared that during the present year its independence would cease, 
that the Sikh sect would be conquered, the wives of the Sikh sol- 
diery be widows, and the country desolate ; but that the Eanee and 
her son would live long and hapxoily, and the Maharajah continue 
to reign. These prophecies made a great impression on the super- 
stitious multitude, and I mention them on that account, and be- 
cause they doubtless express the opinions of persons about the 
Durbar, 

At noon of the 22nd my latest letters left Lahore ; a company 
of infantry had arrived at the fort to demand Deewan Deena Nath 
and Sirdar Uttur Singh, Kaleewala; but with what intent was 
not known. The troops had that morning put Eaja Lai Singh in 
irons, as having dishonoured the Ranee, ‘ the mother of all Sikhs.’ 
They had also made Deewan Deena Nath amiounce, in their name, 
to all governors and officers the death of Jowahir Singh, and had 
consented to do the same to the Vakeels with me ; but they had 
forbidden any communication directly to me, saying that in future 
no letter to the English was to be written till the army had de- 
liberated on its contents. They declared, however, that they desired 
peace, hut that if troops marched from our stations to Loodeeana 
and Ferozepore, they would march too ; if not, that each Power 
should keep its own territory in peace. 

They give out that Eaja Groolab Singh is to have the Wuzeersbip, 
only on condition of increasing their pay and making a considerable 
donation ; but till the party of chiefs, which is moving them through 
the punchayets, shall decide on its next step, little reliance is to be 
placed on what they may say. For the present, however, there 
is no recognised head of the Government, except the punchayets of 
the army, which have not for some days used the name of the 
Maharajah at all ; and the voice of the troops was, on the 22nd, 
for remaining in this state till the Dusserah, when they propose to 
nominate a Government to carry on ordinary business under the 
punchayets. They have named one of the minor Sirdars, Miyan 
Pirthee Singh, a relation of the Jummoo family, who has, without 
appearing, been deep in the intrigues of the last few months. 

Meantime the efforts of the Darbar to corrupt our native 
soldiers were not relaxed. Capt. Nicolson, in a letter to the 



CH. XTV 


SIKH ATTEMPTS TO COBRUPT SEPOYS 


349 


Agent, dated September 27, appears to have doubted whether 
the attempts were sufficiently serious to justify the Agent’s 
anxiety. He said, ‘ I have no apprehension that “ daghabazi ” ^ 
will do our sepoys any harm, Lai Singh’s efforts, while here, 
appear to have been directed principally towards raising the 
zemindars ^ to plunder and cut off our communications.’ 

In his next letter he mentioned having found a Sikh that 
morning among his orderlies, who had told them that the 
Lam 2 was six miles on this side of Lahore, and that the 
Sikhs would keep the festival of the Dasahra in Pirozpur. As 
he failed to give a satisfactory account of himself, Nicolson 
detained him, and, on further inquiry, it appeared that he 
was a gunner of Imamuddin's artillery sent as a spy. 

By September 29, Nicolson had found out that the Agent 
had good grounds for his anxiety. In a letter of that date to 
the Agent, he mentioned that Colonels Courtlandt and Lafont, 
formerly of the Sikh service, and a Signor Bartolozzi, were in 
Pirozpur, where their presence was undesirable, as affording 
an opportunity for Sikh soldiers to come over the border on 
the pretext of visiting their old officers. The Agent was asked 
to sanction an order for turning these foreigners out of 
cantonments. That morning eighteen men of one of the 
Native Infantry regiments were reported to have deserted, 
^ supposed to be seduced away by the father of one of them 
who is a Lahore havildar,^ and has, it seems, lately been in 
the lines of that regiment on a visit. Nothing but the ut- 
most vigilance on the part of our commandants that no 
strangers visit their lines, can secure our troops. I cannot 
search, or employ police in the lines of regiments.’ It was 
certainly a delicate and difficult matter to deal with ; some- 
times, if there be only suspicion of an enemy tampering with 
the sepoys, it may be highly injudicious to communicate this 
suspicion to the officers of the regiment, between whom and 
their men confidence should be mutual. 

Broadfoot issued some excellent instructions on the subject 
both to Capt. Nicolson and to Capt. Mills. 

« Daghabazi, treachery. by Punjabis for an army. It may be 

1 May here be translate! the a corruption of the French Vafm6e^ 

peasantry or inhabitants. Zaminddr introducied by the foreign oUicers. 
means properly cultivator. ® Meaning probably a sergeant in 

2 This is the word generally used the Lahore army. 
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The foregoing is sufficient to show that September 1845 
closed in a manner ominous to the continuance of those 
friendly relations with the Sikhs, which the Governor- General 
strove so earnestly to maintain. The impression caused by 
the report of these events in England was, that though the 
death of the profligate Wazir could not be a matter of regret, 
yet ‘the frequency of such crimes and horrors as have for 
some years disgraced the Punjab, must deprive all who may 
in succession attain to power, of any title to our respect or 
confidence.’ 

During October, Broadfoot visited some of the hill states. 
The weather was cold and the work was somewhat rough, but 
the tent life did his health much good. He was accompanied 
by Mr. Gust. The Governor-General was on his way from 
Calcutta towards the frontier. His route lay through Muttra, 
Agra, Delhi, to Karnal, and thence through the country 
under the jurisdiction of the Agent. 

On October 2, Capt. Nicolson officially reported to the 
Agent that he had discovered a direct act of tampering with 
our sepoys, by Earn DiM, the Lahore Vakil, and asked for 
orders. A sepoy visited the Vakil, and got a pass permitting 
him to cross the river. Next morning that man and three 
others of his regiment were missing. On October 6 the 
Agent wrote to say that he considered the arrest of the Sikh 
spy to be very important. He desired Capt. Nicolson not to 
place the Vakil under restraint without orders ; but empowered 
him to use his own discretion regarding others implicated, and 
asked him to collect carefully all the proof he could obtain. 

The desertions showed the officers of native regiments 
what was going on, and Nicolson complained that they were 
disposed to be somewhat premature in arresting persons sus- 
pected to be Sikh emissaries. 

Eeports of all kinds naturally spread abroad ; at one 
time it was said that a party of fakirs visited the lines in 
broad daylight, and, after calling out the sepoys by blowing a 
shell, desired them in the name of God to leave the British 
service. At another, it was reported that as soon as the Sikh 
army crossed the Sutlej, our sepoys had determined to join 
them. Commenting on this, Nicolson entered in his diary 
the following remark : ‘ But still the sooner we put down the 
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rabble army the better. We are too near it for the example 
not to be detrimental.’ 

On October 10 the entry is : ' This is the Dnsserah. No 
one knows what it may produce. But God rules the hearts 
of all. Grant that He may give me honour and justice on my 
side, however the ball may play.’ 

On that day Earn Dial visited Capt. Nicolson : he spoke 
about Anandpur Makhowal, and said that the Darbar had re- 
called Col. Chet Singh and Lai Singh, both of whom were 
rebels ; that the Wazir, Jawahir Singh, had neither discre- 
tion nor sense, but that the Eani was wise and circumspect. 
The of&ce of minister, he said, had been offered to Eaja Gulab 
Singh, who had declined it, saying that he wished to live for 
more than six months. The Yakil further remarked, that 
two things w^ere mischievous when they ran riot : a woman’s 
tongue in a house, and the army in a state. He admitted the 
necessity for care and vigilance on both sides ; on the Sikh 
side to prevent their troops from giving offence, and on ours 
to protect ourselves from injury. He seemed desirous to 
ascertain what movement of troops had been ordered by us, 
and also to give the impression that the Darbar was disposed 
to be friendly ; but at the same time to convey a doubt 
whether it was able to restrain its own troops, and thereby in 
case of outbreak to provide an escape. 

Immediately after Jawahir Singh’s death, the new Govern- 
ment resolved to send letters to the Agent announcing that event, 
apologising for his conduct, and in general rectifying all that 
had been the subject of complaint on our part. This was no 
sooner settled, than the very brigade which had murdered 
Jawahir Singh, partly because of his hostility to us, demanded, 
as the price of their recognition of the existing Government, 
that they should be led against Pirozpur. The sudden change 
frustrated the attempt at reconciliation. The army was di- 
vided in opinion as to the best arrangement for carrying on 
the government. Court’s brigade was in favour of making Eaja 
Gulab Singh minister ; the other brigades seemed disposed to 
support the Eani, who behaved at this crisis with great courage. 
Sometimes as many as two thousand of these reckless and 
insubordinate soldiers would attend the Darbar at one time. 
* The Eanee, against the remonstrances of the chiefs, receives 
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them unveiled, mth which they are so charmed that even 
Court’s brigade agreed to confirm her in the government if she 
would move into their camp, and let them see her unveiled 
whenever they thought proper.’ These strange disorderly 
ruffians, even when under the direct influence of her great 
beauty and personal attractions, reproved her for her un- 
concealed misconduct with Eaja Lai Singh, and recommended 
her, as she seemed to dislike solitude, to marry ; they told 
her she might select whom she pleased out of three classes, 
namely, chiefs, akalis,^ or wise men. She adopted a bold tone 
with the troops, and not only rej)roached them, but abused 
them in the grossest language, whilst they listened with pre- 
tended humility. 

Contrary to expectation, the festival of the Dasahra went 
off quietly, and hopes were therefore entertained that the 
situation might improve. The state of the finances, however, 
precluded the Agent from attaching much importance to these 
hopes. He reported that a strong government might with 
strict economy make the country support the army at the 
present rate of pay, and without reducing its strength. In 
the absence of such a government, the moment was ap- 
proaching when the demands of the army must be lowered, or 
the country would be unable to meet them. It was, indeed, 
so near, in the Agent’s opinion, that the crisis might at any 
moment be precipitated either by causing the revenue to be 
withheld, or by a fresh demand for gratuities, or even by the 
failure of a single crop. 

The Governor- General, in forwarding these reports, re- 
marked : ' The state of affairs, however, cannot fail to exhibit 
the hopelessness of our seeing a permanent government esta- 
blished in the Punjab out of the elements that now exist there, 
capable of conducting the administration of the country, and 
reducing the army to a state of subordination and control.’ 

Broadfoot’s letters to his family were now necessarily very 
short, his time being fuUy occupied. There is a letter to his 
sister, dated October 19, 1845, in which, after explaining why 
he could not write much, he said : 

4 Akdli, a body of fanatical Sikhs, ® (3-ovemor- General to the Secret 
by name devoted to God the Immortal, Committee, October 23, 1845. Pa]^ers 
by practice devoted to misrule and <&c, p. 7. 
plunder. 
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The Governor-General is afc Agra, and I must soon go to meet 
him at the Jumna, the boundary of my district, so I am more 
occupied than usual. 

Poor Stewart, of William’s regiment, is in my house in a sad state 
from apoplexy, of which he has had several attacks ; mind and body 
are shaken. He goes home, and Mrs. Stewart will see both you 
and all our aunts in London if possible. 

That is all that appears in Broadfoot’s papers ; but in 
explanation, and as an instance of his natural kindness, and 
perhaps extravagance, it may be mentioned on the authority 
of Sir J. Campbell Brown, who was then Broadfoot’s doctor, 
that Capt. Stewart was very ill in his own house, in one of the 
neighbouring stations on one of the lower hills. Broadfoot, 
on hearing of this, sent for him and his wife to stay at Simla, 
in hopes that the change might restore the invalid. Soon 
after their arrival he saw how ill Stewart was, and spoke to 
Dr. Brown about him, expressing an opinion that the only 
chance he had of recovery was to return at once to England. 
The doctor concurred ; hut when Broadfoot mentioned the 
subject, it appeared that the expense could not be met. 
Broadfoot then said, ^ Sell your house and go.’ They were 
very willing, but could not find a purchaser. He asked what 
the price was, was told, and bought the house. 

Another reminiscence on the same authority may be here 
appropriately introduced. 

In Simla, Broadfoot’s health being unsatisfactory, he 
sent one day for Dr, Brown, and said he wished to consult 
him on a serious matter. He foresaw the storm gathering 
over the Punjab, and the possibility that ere long it would 
burst. He therefore asked the doctor whether his state of 
health was such as to warrant him in believing that he could 
carry on his work, and undertake such service as might become 
necessary. He added that he was in confidential correspondence 
with the Governor-General, correspondence not necessarily 
seen by the Government of India, and therefore it was his 
duty to warn Sir H. Hardinge if there were any probability 
of his breaking down at the impending crisis, in order that a 
competent successor might be ready. 

Dr. Brown said that this was so serious a matter, that he 
would like to watch Broadfoot closely for a week before he 

A A 
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gave an opinion. He did so, and came to the conclusion that, 
as far as he could tell, Broadfoot might reasonably hope to do 
satisfactorily such duty as might be required. 

In Capt. Nicolson’s diary there is an entry on October 22, 
to the effect that Gen. Littler had a letter yesterday from 
Agra, in which Sir H. Hardinge’s arrival on the 16th was 
mentioned. He was to live with Mr. Thomason till the 20th, 
and then go into tents in the fort, taking advantage of the 
palace buildings during the heat of the day. Immediately 
after breakfast on the first day, he said aloud to Mr. Thomason 
how well Broadfoot had behaved in preventing confidential 
information from becoming public. He also mentioned Broad- 
foot's fall from his horse, which, he thought, had made him 
a little more nervous than was necessary.*^ 

The position of affairs, as viewed by the Governor- General, 
may be gathered from the following letter : 

Agra ; October 23, 1845. 

My dear Lord EUenborough, — The death of Jowahir Singh has 
caused the Durbar at Lahore to be most anxious to renew ffiendly 
relations with us, demonstrated by several acts, such as discouraging 
our deserters, and making the necessary atonements for some im- 
pertinences of Jowahir Singh towards Broadfoot. 

The Eanee now reviews the troops unveiled, and dressed as a 
dancing woman, which displeases the old and gratifies the young ; 
but her irregularities are so monstrously indecent that the troops 
have held her horse and advised her to be more chaste, or they 
would no longer style her the mother of all the Sikhs. 

Golab Singh is hanging back, and prudently declines the dan- 
gerous distinction of being the Sikh Wuzzeer, biding his time, if 
ever it should arrive, when an opportunity may occur of restraining 
the Sikh army. 

On the recent occasion the punchayets formally required the 
minister to attend upon them in their camp, and* account for his 
conduct in having caused Peshora Singh to be assassinated contrary 
to their order, the prince being under their protection ; now they 
dictate to the Eanee the course they think proper to adopt, and the 
chiefs, dreading their vengeance and violence, apply to us to abate 
the nuisance. These chiefs are mostly adventurers, with a few ex- 
ceptions, and, in their desperate condition, desire the destruction of 
the army and their own restoration to power ; but the whole Sikh 

® Means presumably more apprehensive of an outbreak. 
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tribe or sect is merely one-sixtli of the population ; and to allow a 
British army to be hired to destroy the greater portion of the Sikh 
nation, to replace a few chiefs in power, is a policy worse than 
questionable. The Punjab must, however, be Sikh or British ; and 
I see no elements out of which a Sikh Government can by possibility 
be constructed. The delay is merely a postponement of the settle- 
ment of the question ; at the same time we must bear in mind that 
as yet no cause of war has been given. The lull following the late 
breeze will last, I think, through this cold season, and I anticipate 
no offensive operations. 

With regard to my Council, in the minute proposing to go up 
to the frontier, I stated, as you had done, that it would be agreeable 
to me, if the public service would allow of it, that I should have the 
advantage of their advice. The home authorities, wishing this to 
be the course because Lord Auckland had got into his Afghanistan 
scrape when separated from his Council, and you into your Scinde 
conquest, very much wished that I should be protected from such 

vagaries by and ! This I gather from letters written 

from the India House by the directors and others, I treat it as 
trash. The Taj inimitably beautiful! Yours &g. 

H. Haedinoe. 

Next day Sir Henry addressed the Commander-in-Chief on 
the subject of commissariat preparations which were required. 
He stated that though he did not anticipate our troops 
would have to take the field that autumn, yet, as we had to 
deal with an irresponsible and mutinous Sikh army, whose 
caprice might at any time lead to a rupture with our forces 
on the frontier, it was necessary to be prepared for movement 
to a limited extent. If, as was hoped, the attitude of the Bar- 
bar should become more friendly, then by degrees the present 
scale of defensive preparation might bo reduced.^ 

The following letter to the Private Secretary refers to the 
boats which had been sent to Pirozpur, and which were col- 
lected on the river near the village of Ghiilam Husainw^la, 
in a suitable place chosen by Lieut. Goodwyn of the Bengal 
Engineers, Their custody would appear to have been en- 
trusted to the General commanding at Firozpur ; but it will 
be recollected that, without the express permission of the 
Agent, all exercise with them was forbidden. The dual con- 

’ Compare Governor-General to Commanler-in- Chief, October 24, 1845, 
Papers cfic. p. 11. 
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trol would seem to have threatened the usual result — an in- 
terruption to the harmony which should exist between the 
servants of one Government. 


Camp, PuthurnuUa : October 27, 1845. 

My dear Hardinge,— I have this day had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing your note of the 20fch inst. inclosing copies of correspondence 
about the bridge of boats. Kindly assure the Governor- General 
that I have scrupulously abstained from everything which could 
bear the appearance of assuming control over these boats, nay, even 
of taking any interest in them once they reached Ferozepore ; never 
speaking of them but when spoken to or written to, and even then 
confining myself to answering questions put, or doing as far as I 
could what was required. My reason was that I thought there was 
from the beginning a strange toucJimess about these boats as well 
as the pontoon train, which, if not carefully humoured as far as 
duty allowed, might have interrupted the smooth working of the 
public service so far as I had to do with the Commander-in-Chief. 
This misconception, however, as to Edwards’s letter explains some 
references both to me and to my Assistant at Ferozepore, which I 
could not at the time account for, and had to take a little pains to 
dispose of without offence. The Governor- General’s letter will, 
however, no doubt set all right again. 

When your note arrived I was writing to Currie to ask, what you 
tell me as far as Delhi, viz. the Governor- General’s probable move- 
ments. The reports you mention circulated here also ; and to con- 
tribute to setthng them, I moved out in the opposite direction to the 
frontier. Believe me &c. 

G. Broadfoot. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

1845. 

Lahore in November— Letter from P. A. Vans Agnew — Major Mackeson — Notes 
from Capt. Nicolson’s diary — Broadfoot warns the Darbar — Intimates the 
Sikh movements to Sir H. Grough and Sir J. Littler — The Commander-in- 
Chief orders up certain troops — Broadfoot issues orders regarding supplies 
for them— Instructions to his Assistants — His view of the objects and duty 
of the frontier force— Sincerity of endeavours to maintain peace — Necessity 
for taking things coolly — Letters from Sir H. Hardinge and Mr. Currie — 
Pinal effort of the moderate party in Darbar to avert war — Broadfoot joins 
the G-overnor-General at Karnal — The Governor-General postpones bringing 
up the troops— The Sikh army moving towards the Sutlej— Vakil ordered to 
leave the camp— Provision for the rapid march of the Meerut troops — Capt. 
Saunders Abbott’s narrative— The Sikh troops cross the Sutlej — Discre- 
pancies in various reports— Proclamation by the Governor-General — Advance 
of the British army — ^Arrival at Mudki. 

The situation at Lahore in November is thus briefly epito- 
mised by Herbert Edwardes. After recording the boldness 
and activity displayed by the Rani, who appeared to have 
‘ laid aside her debaucheries with her veil/ ^ he remarked : 

But the time for prudence had gone by. The vessel of State, 
too long unwatched, had drifted to the rapids’ edge, and all that 
skill and courage could now do was to seize the helm, put the bark’s 
head straight, and plunge boldly into the foaming gulf. Finding 
that it was hopeless to oppose the army, the Bani wisely yielded ; 
encouraged its excesses; called its madness reason; and urged it 
on in the hope of guiding it to destruction. History scarcely records 
a conception more bold and able ; and, while reprobating its un- 
principled execution, we cannot withhold our admiration at the 
design.^ 

Early in November, Broadfoot left Simla in order to meet 
the Grovernor- General, who was marching towards the North- 
West. Havelock dined with him on the evening before he left, 
‘ and kept us up late by describing the battle of Maharajpur at 

^ p. 10. 

Calcutta/ Beviewt No* ix. vol. vi. art. vi. p. 360.* 
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the dinner table. I remember Broadfoot’s comment, that Sir 
H. Gough had not his troops in hand.’ 

On the road down from Simla, one of his Arabs fell over the cliff 
and was killed. Herbert Edwardes remarked prophetically that a 
Eoman would have gone back if such an omen had befallen him.^ 

It is curious that an evil omen also befell Sir Kobert Sale, 
on the same occasion which led Edwardes to remark: 


A Greek or Eoman general would have been more fortunate, 
though less brave ; for he would have accepted the augury with which 
Sir Robert entered on the campaign, and returned in the behef that 
the gorls were against the expedition. In coming down the hill 
from Simla, all the swords which had been presented to him for his 
former services were stolen from among his baggage, and never 
recovered."^ 


The following letter from Mr. P. A. Vans Agnew, Major 
Broadfoot’s Assistant at Fazilka,^ shows how imminent was 
the danger of action on the part of the Sikhs provocative of 
a rupture with the British power, even at a comparatively 
remote part of the frontier. 

Fazilka: November 8, 1845. 

My dear Sir, — I have already on two or three occasions brought 
to your notice a dispute about some villages which the Sikhs claim 
from this side. I believe the river has come over this year, hut they 
behave with so much insolence to my people that I cannot get the 
water properly measured, and I cannot report officially to you until 
I do. To-day my Peishkar^ has come hack stating that he cannot 
get through his work, and that the Sikh Kardars^ have sent over 
zemindars who have run away from me and are liable to punishment. 
[It is further reported] that the Sikhs have assembled a force to 
take possession, and are beyond control. 

Having already written to you on this subj eot without having 
received any instructions, I cannot take upon myself the responsi- 
bility of any active measures. I have little doubt but that the 
villages will be taken before I can get your answer, and any attempt 
of mine to prevent this would cause bloodshed. The only force 
I have is nearly fifty irregular Sowars of the 8th Cavalry, and no 


® Mr. Gust’s memorandum. 

* Calcutta BevieWj No. ix. vol, vi. 
art. vi. p. 264, footnote. 

^ Eazilka, municipal town in Sirsa 
district, Punjab, and headquarters of 
the tahsil of the same name. (Hunter, 


Imperial Gazetteer.) 

® Feshkdr, an agent, deputy, or 
subordinate revenue officer. (H. H. 
Wilson, Glossary.) 

Kdrddr^ an agent of Govern- 
ment. 
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boats ; so I am not in a position to check any insult they may 
perpetrate across the nulla. I am &c. 

P. A. Vans Agnew.® 


Mr. Currie wrote on Nov. 9 to intimate the movements 
of the Governor-GeneraPs camp. He said : 

We are to be at Delhi on the 15th, halt IGth, 17th, and 18th, 
and march on towards Kurnal and Umballa on the 19bh. , . . 
When we meet we will settle about your Assistants ; if you still 
desire to have young Cunningham from the Mysore Commission, 
I dare say it can be managed. The only objection is his being a 
Madras officer as well as yourself, brought up to our frontier. 

With regard to a successor to Leech, it seems to me Mackeson® 
is the best man. He will soon be relieved in due course from his 
present office by the return of Eobinson from the Cape ; and he has 
talent, character, and experience. 

The Governor- General, however, wishes you to state exactly 
your opinion of him, and if you think you can work cordially with 
him and be sure of his co-operation. 

You know, of course, that Nicolson goes to the Mysore princes 
in Calcutta. 

The Governor-General is much gratified at the entire ignorance 
in which the public seem to be kept as 'to all your proceedings, and 
his views and intentions regarding Punjab affairs. You must take 
care and not let your visiting us on our way create needless 
alarm.’ 

Capt. Nicolson’ s diary contains evidence that the con- 
tinued strain of maintaining relations of amity with such a 


® Mr. Vans Agnew was an excellent 
officer, of whom Broadfoot had a high 
opinion. He was afterwards killed at 
Multan. 

» Major Mackeson’s services as 
Political Officer at Peshawar have been 
incidentally mentioned, and his name 
has on many occasions appeared in 
these pages. Ho filled with credit a 
variety of appointments, and fell, in 
1853, in Peshawar, by the hand of a 
murderous fanatic. His death was 
thus referred to and lamented by Lord 
Dalhousie, then Governor-General of 
India : ‘ The reputation of Lieut.-Col, 
Maokeson as a soldier is known to and 


honourod by all. His value as a poli- 
tical servant of the State is known to 
none better than to the Governor- 
General himself, who in a difficult 
and eventful time had cause to mark 
his great ability, and the admir- 
able prudence, discretion, and temper, 
which added tenfold value to the high 
soldierly qualities of his public oha- 
raotor. 

‘ The loss of Col. Maokeson’ s life 
would have dimmed a victory. To lose 
him thus by the hand of a foul assassin 
is a misfortune of the heaviest gloom 
for the Government, which counted 
him among its bravest and best.’ 
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power as the Sikhs was becoming so intolerable, that open 
rapture would be welcomed. 

In a letter to the Agent, in which he complained of the in- 
civility of the Lahore Vakil, and promised to answer him with 
qu.iet civility, he concluded by expressing a wish that ‘ it were 
all at an end, and we were at the ultima ratioJ Soon there 
followed reports from Lahore that the Eani had promised, if 
the troops would swear to be faithful, to lead them against 
Firozpur and the English, and to give them rewards out of 
the treasure to be taken on our side of the river. At the close 
of a letter to Broadfoot, dated November 12, Nicolson said: 

‘ The Governor-General has promised to give me the Mysore 
princes ; but if the in'esent news prove correct, I shall request 
to be permitted to continue in employ, or to accompany the 
force as a volunteer, if your arrangements for relieving me are 
complete. Post Martevi Venus ! as we used to say at school.’ 

Eeports more or less frequent arrived of endeavours to 
seduce the sepoys from their allegiance. One of the agents, 
employed to discover what was going on, expressed great 
anxiety to know when the Europeans were expected to arrive ; 
and when Nicolson said .that they had plenty of European 
soldiers, who were not required in such numbers when sup- 
plemented by natives, the man quietly replied that no reli- 
ance was to be placed on the native army.^ 

On the 13th, Nicolson mentioned a report that the Sikh 
troops were being persuaded to cross the Sutlej, mainly on the 
plea that their treasuries were exhausted, and that they must 
depend for payment on British spoil. To discuss this, a great 
meeting was convened at Kanjit Singh’s tomb for November 
19 ; the party assembled was to sw^ear solemnly to maintain 
good faith towards each other, and to pursue the common 
object, viz. to acquire funds and to punish the British, who 
were daily becoming more exacting and oppressive. 

Next day he reported to the Agent that he believed the 
Sikh troops would move to Kana Kachha and Harike ; but he 
doubted if they would advance farther, 

On the 17th, Nicolson complained that the last letter he 
had received from Broadfoot was dated November 6. 

He conjectured that the Agent was moving about the dis^ 
> The words he used were : ‘Hindustani lashkar par chandin ittibar nahin.^ 
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trict, and probably was anxious lest the information he was 
Bending daily should be received too late to be of use. Next 
day an express arrived with the news that the Darbar* had 
given the Khalsa army leave to march towards the fords of 
the Sutlej, on condition of their promise to march to Pesha- 
war after having taken Firozpur.^ 

By November 20, Broadfoot’s continued silence was more 
than Nicolson could bear. In his letter to the Agent of that 
date he said : 

I have rather pressed these precautionary measures from the 
state of total ignorance I am in relative to your vicinity to, or dis- 
tance from, the frontier ; from my ignorance of the present dis- 
position of the Darbar towards us, which the newswriters’ expresses 
describe as decidedly and actively hostile ; from the fear that some 
of my letters, if not all, and your replies, must have miscarried, 
the last letter received from you being dated November 6. 

Then followed a list of the unanswered letters, and the 
writer wont on to say : 

It is but natural, then, that I should apprehend some accident 
to our despatches ; to determine which point I send this by horse 
express through Capt. Mills at Ludhiana, and request a reply by 
the same means. 

In the mean time, I have adopted as my line of conduct, in the 
absence of all knowledge and orders, the most vigilant watch on the 
movements of the Khalsa troops, and every precaution on our part 
to prevent injury or loss to us, or any offence to the Durbar ; in 
short, a strictly defensive line. In this I trust I am meeting the 
views of yourself and the Government, as I equally trust Sir J. 
Littler will be in opposing by force any armed intrusion into this 
pergunnah ^ by Sikh soldiers, whether on their own account or by 
orders from the Darbar. 

I may add that I do not think the Sikhs will cross the river, 
unless there has been any misunderstanding between the Govern- 
ments ; but that the Ahlkars,^ for their own safety, are urging their 
doing so I have not a doubt, in the hope of compelling British inter- 
ference, and so saving their own lives. Besides, a fanatic and 
drunken armed body without a head is not at any time to be trusted. 

* The expression used is, more ® a subdivision of a dia- 

literally, after having gained the trict. 

* fatteh Eerozi,’ i.e. the Eeroz victory, * Ahlihar^ an official, 
or the victorious victory. 
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But at the very time Nicolson was writing this letter, 
Broadfoot, who had arrived at Ambala on the previous day, 
andiad received fresh rumours of the advance of the Sikh 
army, was writing to all concerned, giving suitable orders to 
his Assistants, and advice and information to others. 

On November 18 he had addressed the Vakil on the sub- 
ject of the reported movement of the Sikh troops. After 
stating in detail the nature of the report, and pointing out 
that the movement indicated was at variance with the old 
policy of Eanjit Singh, as well as with the relations of friend- 
ship still existing between the Darbar and the Government of 
India, he added, that though difhcult to believe, yet it was 
possible that the report might be true ; and therefore he was 
bound to record explicitly in wTiting, for the information of 
the Darbar, the following sentiments, which he had previously 
expressed in conversation : 

That the fact of an army exhibiting a hostile purpose is in- 
compatible with friendly relations. 

If the purpose of the parties concerned be merely the destruction 
of that army, they entertain a anistaken notion ; for the sender of 
tbe troops, whether openly or secretly, must be necessarily con- 
sidered as implicated with them, for a ruler is responsible for the 
acts of his army or subjects. If the troops of any Government are 
enemies, tlien the Governinent to which they belong is also an 
enemy. The prowess of the British Government, and the strictness 
with which it maintains the rules of friendship, are well known to 
the Sikh Durbar. Communicate to me immediately whatever may 
come to your knowledge on this subject.® 

To the Commander-in-Cliief the Agent WTote, stating the 
reported movement of the Sikh army, and the strength of the 
various divisions. He said that with reference to the pro- 
bability of their actually moving, his correspondents in Lahore 
appeared to doubt it, but were perplexed. He considered 
that prudence demanded preparation for the movement, and 
he accordingly, with the utmost submission to his Excellency’s 
better judgment, suggested certain precautionary measures, 
and offered his aid in carrying them out.® 

To Sir J. Littler, who commanded at Eirozpur, Broadfoot 

* c0c. pp. 17, 18. 

* The letter will be found in Papers dc. p. 18. 
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also wrote, more with special reference to what might happen 
on that part of the frontier. In the letter he said that the 
Sikh army had taken the Darhar at its word, and threatened 
it with destruction unless the chief men evinced their sincerity 
by leading it against the English. In the Firozpur direction 
4,000 horse and two brigades of infantry, with guns, were to 
go under Sham Singh of Atari, a bull-headed Sikh, who hated 
and feared tlie Sikh army, but if he once began to fight, 
would flglit with courage. 

In the event of invasion, the Agent considered that the 
great object of Sir J. Littler’s force would be to hold the two 
important stations of Ludhiana and Eirozipur. Not to pro- 
tect the former would be dishonour to ns, and shake confidence 
throughout India : the latter was important as a considerable 
military depot. But he gave these opinions ^ with diffidence to 
one so much my military superior.’ 

Sir H. Gough replied to Major Broadfooton November 20, 
and intimated the following preparatory arrangements. 

Her Majesty’s 0th Lancers to move at once from Meerut to 
Uinballa. 

To bo hold in readiness to move from Meerut to Kurnal on 
tlie shortest notice : two troops of Horse Artillery ; H.M.’s IGth 
Lancors ; tho 3rd Regiment of Light Cavalry; H.M.’s 10th Foot, 
savo one company ; the corps of Sappers and Minors ; all save one 
of t]ie regiments of Native Infantry. 

The 8th Eogiment of Irregular Cavalry will likewise be held 
prepared to move from Hansee to Kurnal, and the Sirmoor battalion 
from Boyrah to Saliarunporo, where it will be centrically situated, 
and ready to bo moved wherever it may most be required ; the 4th 
Regiment of Irregular Cavalry will be brought up from Bareilly to 
Meerut. 

On the margin of the original letter are Broadfoot’s pencil 
notes, indicating the arrangements for providing supplies on 
the various lines of march. 

He appears to have divided the labour thus : Gust, to see 
to supplies on the road from Meerut to Ambala, also from 
Hansi to Karnal, and on the Saharanpur road ; he was also, 
in addition to the amins with each regiment, to appoint a 
permanent amin for certain roads in the district ; in all, four 

^ Ami/rii an agent, supervisor, or oommiBsioner. 
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amins. Mills, four amins for the roads in his district. Nicolson, 
two amins. Abbott, two amins. Erslune, or, in his absence, 
Hodgson, orders to comply with the requisitions of the officers 
commanding European corps for coolies ; Hodgson, if neces- 
sary, to be given full powers to direct chiefs to comply with 
his requisitions. 

These officers were informed that the Quartermaster- 
General would be requested to furnish detailed routes, and to 
cause timely indents to be sent in; but in the mean time 
supplies must be held in readiness at the ordinary halting 
places and their neighbourhood. The protected chiefs were 
called upon to hold their troops in readiness, and to furnish 
supplies and carriage. 

In reporting what he had done, for the information of the 
Governor-General, the Agent remarked that he had received 
no complaint from the Darbar; that the warning he had 
addressed to the Vakil, though merely a repetition of what 
had previously been given, was so explicit that nothing could 
be plainer; that his Assistants’ reports from the frontier 
showed that our posts there were vigilant ; but that now 
he had received authentic intelligence that the Darbar had 
adopted, and ordered in writing, a fixed plan of operations 
against the English, in consequence of which he had officially 
addressed the Commander -in-Chief. He added : 

I now only suggest abstinence from movement on account of the 
vichnty of the Governor- General, who will probably think the matter 
one which has now gone too far to be left unnoticed, whether the 
troops actually move from Lahore or not. 

That I presumed to suggest any delay whatever is owing to this. 
It appears to me that the frontier is too long to be defensible in all 
points by any force we can move ; that our two posts on the frontier 
are strong enough to maintain themselves till relieved ; and that to 
attempt reinforcements, therefore, in anticipation of those of the 
Sikhs, would be useless as protecting the open country, and might 
impede any operations which the Governor-General may resolve on. 
Moreover, the delay recommended is only one of two or three days, 
till an answer to this letter can he received.® 

The instructions to Capt. Nicolson will be found in the 


* Papers <&c. pp. 19, 20. 



CH. XY 


INSTEXJCTIONS TO NICOLSON 


365 


following letter ; they appear to be eminently suited to the 
occasion, and to the man to whom they were addressed. 

Aiuballa : November 20, 1845. 

My dearNicolson, — I have to thank you for a good many letters, 
and answer all in one. 

1st. What has now occurred has been for some time preparing, 
and has not been unknown : how it will end, no man here, or in 
Lahore, can predict ; hut whether the Sikh troops come across 
the Sutlej or not, our line of procedure is the same — watchfulness, 
readiness to defend our own posts, and then quiet forbearance, and 
this up to the last moment. 

In your intercourse with the Vakeel, remember you are not 
charged with the relations between the Government of Lahore and 
that of India, but only with the duties of a district of the protected 
territory. You cannot, therefore, whatever occurs, assume that there 
is hostility between the Governments till you hear it from me. In 
opposing aggression or hostile conduct, you will therefore call on the 
Lahore Vakeel to help you. You will watch him, however, and 
effectually check any hostile practices on his part, without showing 
that you watch or suspect him, if it can be avoided ; and if it cannot 
be avoided, assuming, till you hear the contrary from me, that in 
acting towards us with hostility he is disobeying his Government. 
You are already authorised to go to whatever expense you please to 
keep yourself informed of all that passes along the Sutlej, and you 
may now also employ men to obtain information from the other side 
of the river ; but in this you will observe great caution, both in hiring 
men and in relying on their reports. You will, of course, keep me 
informed of all that passes. 

With respect to the movements of the Sikhs, two things may 
happen : they may march to the Sutlej, and there halt ; for this 
they are responsible to the Governor- General, no subordinate can 
call them to account for it ; but not a man should be suffered to 
pass the river at Ferozepore, and any doing so should be forthwith 
apprehended. You will also inform the Vakeel that the movement of 
troops towards the Sutlej is contrary to ancient practice and the 
known rules of friendship, and that you are certain I will demand 
an account of it from the Durbar as soon as I hear of it. You will 
make no mention of the Government. 

Should the Sikh troops cross the river at Ferozepore, the Major- 
General commanding will probably attack them ; but he is the sole 
judge of what is to be done in such a case. Your business is simply, 
on his requisition, to give all possible aid in information, and in 
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placing as completely as may be the resources of your district at the 
Major-General’s commands. 

It will be useful, however, for you to know what, in my opinion, 
are the objects of the frontier force, so that you may be ready be- 
forehand to aid in their attainment, remembering, of course, that if 
the Major-General should contemplate other objects, you will still 
aid him to the utmost, reporting fully to me. You must on no 
accomit risk the dishonour of our arms, because in your opinion 
they are not used exactly as the Government may wish : that is a 
point for the Government to settle with the Major-General. Your 
business is hearty co-operation with the latter. 

In my opinion the frontier posts of Loodeeana and Ferozepore 
are only for the protection of the frontier generally during peace. 
It would be their duty to aid the political officers in putting down 
the disturbances or aggressions on a small scale to which peace 
is liable; but anything like an invasion in force they cannot be 
expected to cope with ; their duty in that case is to maintain their 
posts till relieved, which would be speedily accomplished. The 
defence of the frontier against aggression is the power of the Govern- 
ment to punish the aggressive nation ; and towards the exercise of 
that power the frontier force will contribute best by securing against 
all comers these important stations with the stores, boats &c. they 
contain. For the protection of the country at large, and the ulti- 
mate punishment of the invading nation, the Governor-General will 
provide. It is the business of the frontier forces to await his time 
for doing so. 

The Sikh army marches well, and is strong in cavalry well 
adapted for plundering. If resolved on war, they can in spite of us 
cross before we know they have left Lahore ; and they can ravage 
the open country and recross before we can reach them. Still more 
effectually can they for a time cut off the communications of the 
force at Ferozepore and Loodeeana. This need create no alarm : 
the Commander-in-Chief is at this station ; the Governor-General 
is close at hand, and the very stoppage of the dawks would inform 
these authorities that the frontier posts required relief ; and till that 
comes, I have no uneasiness about either station. I mention this 
because you will be closely watched, and you must treat all that 
may happen with seeming indulgence. You must moreover be 
prepared to allay any alarm which may arise. 

In one of your letters you speak as if our Government was not 
sincere in its endeavours to maintain peace, and that you might do 
wrong in contributing more than in appearance to that end. 
Nothing can be farther from the truth. I cannot conceive whence 
such an impression has arisen. The Government has striven, and 
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still strives, earnestly to maintain peace ; it may not succeed, but 
it has laboured unceasingly; and it has borne what, with other 
countries, would long since have been considered intolerable. You 
must, therefore, in all things act on the belief that though our 
Government may be forced into war, it desires peace, and that to 
this moment there has not been from the Lahore Durbar a complaint 
or angry word. On the contrary, its last communications were 
eminently friendly. Whatever be the result of what is now going 
on, remember that you are to consider the Government itself as 
friendly till you hear the contrary from me. It may be treacherous, 
but of that the Governor- General is the best judge. 

Again, you ask for leave to burn and destroy, and speak of chapow- 
ing^ troops north of the river. I can give no such leave. If the 
river is not crossed, you must only report. If it is crossed, all 
military operations must depend on the Major-General commanding. 
Moreover, chapowing Hareekee is scarcely within the province of a 
frontier post in case of invasion ; nor, if it were, do I see any even- 
tual gain to compensate the risk of weakening the post by detach- 
ments liable to be cut off. 

Again, burning and destroying may be well enough for the Sikhs, 
but they are not, except in rare cases, suited to us ; that is not the 
way we shall make war if forced into it. And finally you must re- 
member that it is the Governor-General who must even then declare 
war, and no subordinate; and that it is for him and the chief 
military authorities to prescribe also in what mode it is to be con- 
ducted, if undertaken. 

I am obliged by your offer to remain notwithstanding your 
appointment, and shall make it known to the Government, which 
will not, I hope, let you be a loser. You had better show this, or 
give a copy of it if you like. 

Show no distrust of the chiefs and people on this side of the 
Sutlej ; hut leave as little as possible in their power. Guard against 
fire especially. Yours kc. 

G. Bboadeoot. 

Broadfoot addressed a somewhat similar and equally good 
letter to Capt. Mills ; the variations were such as suited the 
different men and the different localities. It ended thus ; 

Finally, remember that we are strong enough to take things 
coolly. Let all the rascals in Lahore line the Sutlej, not a bugle 
need blow in Loodeeana. Even if they cross, take it coolly, or 
rather impress the necessity for this on the military authorities.' A 

® Attacking by surprise. See note, p, 289. 
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frontier force should at all times be vigilant and ready, visibly 
ready ; but that is enough till actually attacked. Muster and per- 
turbation are in this case needless and mischievous ; they encourage 
enemies and dispirit friends. [A] few men can cut off your commu- 
nications ; but what then ? You are nothing the worse, and here 
are the Governor- Greneral and the Commander-in-Chief, who by 
the very stoppage of communication will know you are wrong, and 
will soon set you right. 

In the mean time you can enjoy life unpestered by daks,^ and 
lick everybody that comes to rob your nest. I shall probably move 
rapidly up to you if these fellows do march, and, if possible, give 
you notice previously. You must then send me out a squadron of 
Christie’s men to meet me, including, if you can, Mayne’s men, 
whom I know. 

At Lahore the disorderly condition of the troops was ap- 
parent. They were impatient to be led against the British, 
and furious when the auspicious moment, 11 o’clock a.m. of 
November 18, was permitted to pass without indication of an 
advance. They forced the astrologers, with threats and im- 
precations, to find another and an early fortunate moment for 
the movement. But whilst displaying this impatience, the 
soldiers who had got their pay dispersed daily to their homes. 
Sardar Sham Singh is said to have declared, that unless this 
were stopped he would find himself on his way to Pirozpur 
with empty tents. It was probable that the soldiers who 
absented themselves did not believe in the serious nature of 
the move ; nevertheless preparation for war was being made 
with unusual activity, and virulent abuse of the English was 
held to be a test of sincerity and patriotism. 

It is clear that the crisis was full of danger, and such as 
to tax to the utmost the resources and ability of the Agent. 

On November 23, Capt. Nicolson wrote to him : 

I am much obliged by your instructions of November 20, which 
I was greatly in need of. One part, however, requires a remark, 
lest you should remain under an erroneous impression. It is that 
relative to our Government’s desire for peace. 

Knowing that the Durbar and our Government were in friendly 
relation — at least, that I had never been told the contrary — and in 
spite of that relation finding the head of the Durbar consenting to 
a hostile march against its allies, and those supposed to be friendly 

^ Daks may here be rendered * carreBpondence.^ 
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to us the most active in bringing that march about ; the doubt did 
occur to me (not knowing anything of any cause of difference be- 
tween the Governments) whether the Durbar might not be consenting 
to the march of the army against us with your knowledge, and to 
afford a chance of safety to the Maharaja and his mother and tc 
the Ahlkars,^ noio threatened with death by the troops if they con- 
sent to any terms of accommodation. Your letter, however, removes 
that idea. 

Meanwhile Sir Henry Hardinge was approaching by the 
usual marches; he very wisely declined to allow himself to show 
undue anxiety on account of the numerous conflicting reports. 
He addi:essed the following private letter to the Agent : 

Camp, three marches from Kurnaul : November 22, 1845. 

My dear Broadfoot, — I received your second despatch three hours 
after the first, informing me that the Sikh army had become more 
discreet. 

One day the Government instigates the army to move, and it 
refuses, having received no offence from the English. 

The next, officers and punchayets are clamorous to fight, and the 
Government withdraws. I will not make any comments on the 
motives of the chief actors, who from their position are responsible 
to us. I shall patiently wait your further report, and calmly pro- 
ceed to Kurnaul by the usual day’s marches. 

I entirely approve of all you have done. I wish we may have 
as good a case as tliat which your letter in the first instance ofiered. 
No man can calculate on barbarian caprices ; my own convictions 
are, however, very decided that no attempt will be made. 

Currie has just come in, and is reading the papers, 6 o’clock p.m, 
having been delayed in the rear by Mrs. Currie’s indisposition. 

Yours &c. 

H. HARDINaE. 

P.S. — I have just received your letters of the 21si, and will 
reply to them to-morrow. 

This letter was followed by two from Mr. Currie ; that of 
November 24 is quoted in extenso, whilst an extract is made 
from the second letter. They are of interest as ‘recording the 
impression made hy the events of the time on the Foreign 
Secretary. 


“ See note 4, p, Sfil. 



370 


LETTEBS FROM MR. CURRIE 


OH. XV 


Camp, Paniput : November 24, 1846. 

My dear Broadfoot, — Sir Henry wrote to you on the receipt of your 
letters of 19th and 20th, warning us of an impending invasion by 
the Sikhs. He has approved of all you did. It seemed to me im- 
;posdbU that, without plan or preparation, such a mad scheme 
could really be meditated ; or that, if the folly were perpetrated, it 
need, with reference to the respective state of preparation of the two 
parties, cause any anxiety to us. I am sorry such urgent orders 
were sent to Meerut by the Commander-in- Chief. The matter with 
many exaggerations will be in all the papers, and the slave woman 
Mmigla will laugh at our beards ! 

We are moving on steadily, and shall be at Kiirnaul the day 
after to-morrow, where, it appears, we shall meet the Commander- 
in- Chief. I trust we shall meet you within two days afterwards ; 
and then we can settle future plans and further movements. 

I have your application for revised establishment on my table. 
Sir Henry Hardinge wishes to defer its consideration till we meet ; 
but you have full authority to do what you please in the mean time. 
Your plan will be acceded to, I fancy, and with any retrospective 
effect that may be necessary. 

I return you the Commander-in-Chief ’s letter, with marginal 
annotations. Your other letters I will give you back when I see 
you. Having met, I imagine we shall not separate for some time ; 
but for this last affair I should have had to take the Governor- 
General across the Jumna, and perhaps the Ganges, before visiting 
Ferozepore and Loodiana. Now, I think, he will wish to go down 
there at once. 

Of course the facts reported to us by you will be denied by the 
Durbar. How can we establish them ? Yours &c. 

F. CUEBIE. 

Camp, Gurotinda : November 25. 

My dear Broadfoot, —Sir Henry Hardinge is very anxious to see 
you, and he has desired me to write and say that he wishes you to 
join the camp with as httle delay as possible. We march to Kurnaul 
in the morning ; we make no halt, but proceed to the next stage on 
Thursday. Perhaps you will be able to meet us there. . . . 

I cannot but think that this late affair at Lahore is part of 
Goolab Singh’s game, to induce the Eanee and Sirdars to urge the 
army to this demonstration, with a view to bringing a solemn re- 
monstrance at least from us ; this remonstrance and our impending 
anger to be used by the troops as a plea for putting those obnoxious 
to Goolab Singh to death, and thus smoothing his way to power. 

Yours &c. 

F. Currie. 
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On November 24 the -wiser and more moderate party in 
the Darbar seem to have made a final effort to avert the im- 
pending invasion. Bhai Earn Singh, addressing Eaja Lai 
Singh, was the spokesman. 

He pointed ont that the English had in no way interfered 
with the affahs of the Khalsa, and asked where was the wis- 
dom of making war at the bidding of the soldiers. He pointed 
out that the Governor-General’s Agent, who was a steady 
friend, had -written in the plainest terms that the English de- 
sired friendship -with the Sikh State, but would not fail to 
hold the State responsible for the acts of its army and of its 
subjects. He therefore cautioned the Eaja against marching 
to the frontier with the troops. 

The Eaja replied with much truth, that if he remained 
behind, the soldiers would kill him. He was then advised at 
least to delay his departure.^ 

On November 25, Capt. Nicolson reported to the Agent as 
follows ; ‘ Your instructions put it all right, and I do what 
I can to prevent the General marching out too soo 7 i. He is not 
easily restrained. We can beat anything likely to come against 
us in fair field, and will do our best.’ He intimated that Eaja 
Lai Singh was reported to have gone alone towards Harike, 
and that the Sikh troops were divided into four camps or ma.in 
divisions, to act against Eirozpur, Harike, Phillaur, and Eupar. 

There is an entry in Capt. Nicoleon’s diary, to the effect 
that after this date no trustworthy accounts were received 
from Lahore. 

Major Broadfoot and his Personal Assistant, Mr. Oust, 
joined the Governor-General’s camp on November 26, at 
Karnal. On the 27th they were met by Capt. Abbott at 
Thaneswar, who, on the departure of the camp for Ambala, 
returned, for a few days only as it proved, to his duties in the 
Kaithal district. 

From this time Major Broadfoot’s detailed and picturesque 
reports of the proceedings of the Lahore Darbar, and the 
greater part of his correspondence, may be said to have ceased. 
Being with the Governor-General, conversation and discussion 
presumably superseded writing. He remained responsible for 
supplying Punjab news, and did so ; but that news as a basis 
® Compare JPapers dc, p. 21» 
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for history must be mainly looked for in the various letters 
from Sir Henry Hardinge. 

Capt. Nicolson continued to write to the Agent almost 
daily, reporting the information he gathered. The following 
extracts may be recorded. 

Nove^nher 28. — I received yesterday your two letters of the 24th. 
We are all right here, and strong enough for anything that can be 
brought against Firozpur, and your orders touching communications 
set me at ease. We must, if necessary, act without waiting for any 
answers, should any point unprovided for arise. But your present 
instructions are full enough, I think. 

Great preparations are making of magazine and provision of 
grain cfcc., which, joined to other trifles, leads me to think the move 
is one more of a defensive nature now, than aggressive. But you 
have more means of forming an accurate opinion than I. 

On November 29 he mentioned a report that the Sikh 
troops, or rather a considerable number of them, were march- 
ing with the intention of fighting. 

It is said that when they arrive at the ferries of Ganda Singh - 
wala, Talli, and Harike &c. they will pitch,'^ and the soldiers of 
the A’in® force who have gone to take their pay home will be on 
the look-out for them and help them. Some say they will cross m- 
continmtly, and that the Purbias ^ who deserted say the sepoys will 
not fight against the Khalsa-ji. 

The earliest intimation of an opinion entitled to considera- 
tion that the Siklis had determined on war with the British, 
would appear to have been conveyed by Kaja Gulab Singh's 
emissary whose interview with tho Governor- General's Agent 
has already been described. That the Eaja was convinced ol 
the truth of his intelligence, is to some extent confirmed by h.k 
having sent another messenger to Brigadier H. M. Wheeler, 
who commanded the troops at Ludhiana* This messenger said 
that he was the bearer of a letter from the Eaja, but that 
finding he was about to be searched at the Phillaur ferry, In 
dropped the letter into the river and swam across to save hii 

^ Their tenta. returned there with their pay. 

® The A’in troops were the regular ® Purbias, men from tho East o 
troops of the Sikh army. They had Purab. Our sepoys who had desorte 
recently been paid, and many of them, are referred to. 
natives of the cis-Sutlej States, had 
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life. He said that the contents were^ that Gulab Singh, 
having positive information that the Lahore Government 
meant to make war against the British, wished to cast in his 
lot with the latter, as his existence depended on their success. 

The Brigadier said he thought that the man’s story was 
true. 

On December 2, the Governor-General sent the more im- 
portant of Major Eroaclfoot’s recent reports to England^ and 
made the following remarks on the situation.^ 

It appeared that the troops, instigated by the Eani and her 
Government acting under a sense of self-preservation, had 
demanded to be led against the British, and since November 22 
had moved out twelve miles from Lahore. 

Considering that the precautions already taken w^ere 
sufdcient, that it was inexpedient to evince anxiety when 
none was felt, and anxious to take no step likely to accele- 
rate collision, the Governor-General made no change in the 
arrangements for his tour. 

He further, after consultation with the Commander -in- 
Chief, and with the concurrence of that officer, decided to 
postpone, ‘ for further consideration with his Excellency, any 
change in the present distribution of the troops.’ ® 

Major Broadfoot’s reports of Punjab news were daily 
received. If they were to be relied on, there was little doubt 
but that the Sikh army was advancing in force towards 
the Sutlej. The local feeling was widespread that it would 
advance, and would succeed ; hut the Governor-General still 
thought that it would not attack our frontier, but would more 
probably return after a short time to Lahore. 

Yet, though this was his opinion, he was alive to tho con- 
tingency, by no means impossible, that we might at any 
moment be forced into war. For this alternative, in commu- 
nication with the Commander-in-Chief, ho made what were 
considered appropriate arrangements. At the same time ho 
declared his determination to avoid hostilities as long as ho 
could, and to show every forbearance to the Government 
which was struggling against its own successfully mutinous 
army. The mere advance of that army to their own hank of 
the Sutlej would not be treated as a cause of war : the great 
’ Compare Papers cBc, p. 12. ” Papers dc. p. 13 
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danger was the pernicious example to our sepoys, of the success 
of the Sikh soldiers in extorting from their Government a 
higher rate of pay than our men received. 

The loyalty of the native army was not impugned ; but it 
was pointed out that endeavours on a considerable scale to 
tamper with their fidelity had been made ; and that this of 
necessity caused the Governor- General much anxiety. 

The cis- Sutlej chiefs received assurance of protection, sub- 
ject to the condition of loyalty and adherence to our interests ; 
and the despatch was concluded with an expression of satisfac- 
tion with the ability, energy, and sound judgment displayed 
throughout these proceedings by Major Broadfoot. 

On the same day, November 2, Capt. Nicolson wrote to Capt. 
Mills to say that he did not think the Sikli army would come 
on, but that it was feverish and must be carefully watched. 
It was ready for a start, with guns and commissariat, but 
Nicolson considered that it was taking up a position more with 
a view to defence, in case we should cross the river and attack, 
than to invade British territory. 

Next day he wrote to the Agent referring to this letter, and 
added that the Sikh force might be described as in position 
in a semicircle on the south side of Lahore, about twelve 
miles from that city. Eeference was made to a rumour that 
the late minister, Jawahir Singh, was in correspondence with 
the chiefs of Patiala and Nabha; and that the Darbar had 
recently sent to ask what their intentions now were. Their 
reply was said to have been that they had no promises to make, 
but would form their resolution when they saw the Sikh army 
on the south side of the river. 

Nicolson added, that if the Sikhs did cross the river it 
would be for plunder, but that he did not think they would 
cross, though small independent bodies might do so. 

A letter, intercepted by Gen. Littler, contained some 
astonishing particulars regarding the strength of the Sikh 
army of invasion and the extent of its operations. The 
regulars were to cross at Firozpur with 125,000 bullocks for 
transport, and the line was to extend from Kasur to Anandpur 
Makhowal. Arrangement was said to have been made for the 
supply of grain all the way to Delhi I 

It was reported in a newsletter from Lahore, that, in reply 
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to the Agent’s remonstrance regarding recent proceedings, the 
Darbar had retorted that the British had in four instances 
broken the treaty of friendship* The cases cited were : that 
Hakim Eai and his Sowars had been treated with indignity ; 
that Lai Singh, Adalati, had not been allowed to cross the 
Sutlej ; that the Lahore Ahlkars had been disrespectfully 
used ; and that Suchet Singh’s gold had not been handed over 
to the Darbar. 

On December 4, Capt. Mills informed Oapt. Nicolson that 
the main part of the Sikh army was moving quietly on Harike 
and Firo^pur, with the intention of attacking the latter place 
and cutting off communication with the stations to the south 
and east. He added that all the reports he received tended 
to confirm this rumour. Two other entries from Capt. Nicol- 
Bon’s diary, dated December 5, may be quoted ; ^ Mackeson 
succeeds Leech,’ and a correspondent writes that ‘ Fakir 
Azizuddin is dead.’ 

Two days after this date Tej Singh, the Sikh commander, 
was reported to have said to the Eani, on her remonstrating 
against the delay in attacking the British, ' Fakir Azizuddin 
was a wise and fortunate man to have withdrawn from public 
business two years ago, and devoted himself to meditating on 
God, and to have now found an honourable death, leaving an 
imperishable reputation here, and obtaining besides a place in 
heaven.* 

The Governor-General’s camp reached Ambala on Decem- 
ber 3 ; and next day Capt. S. A. Abbott, who had been sum- 
moned by express from his district, arrived towards evening* 
On that day Sir Henry reported to the Secret Committee the re- 
cent steps which he had taken.® No reply having been received 
by the Agent to his remonstrance against the recent unusual 
proceedings, he was desired to see the Vakil, and require reply 
and explanation. The Vakil assured the Agent that he had 
received no answer from the Darbar ; the Agent pointed out 
the discourtesy shown in ignoring the request for explanation, 
and the inevitable construction which must be placed thereon. 
He added that until a reply was received, the Vakil could not be 
permitted to remain in attendance, nor be admitted to interview. 
In compliance with these orders the Vakil left the camp. 

^ For greater detail see Papers dc. p. 22. 
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The Governor- General explained that this procedure was 
the mildest which he could adopt ' consistently with the 
dignity, position, and interests of the British Government/ 
The plain construction to be put on the silence of the Darbar 
was that its intentions were hostile ; in w^hich case it was in- 
expedient to give them more leisure for prei^aration than could 
be helped. On the other hand, to prove our good faith and 
forbearance, full time for a reply from Lahore was to be given 
before any precautionary movement w^as made. 

Even then the Governor- General did not anticipate that 
the Sikh army would come as far as the Sutlej, or commit any 
positive act of aggression ; but he saw that the Eani and 
chiefs, for their own purposes, were ‘ endeavouring to raise a 
storm, which, when raised, they will be powerless either to 
dhect or allay.’ 

This being so, it became necessary to provide for the rapid 
march of the troops from Meerut, which might at any mo- 
ment be ordered ; and it was in connection with the arrange- 
ments for this contingency that Abbott had been summoned. 
He shall tell his own story. 

I was informed by Broadfoot that the Governor- General was much 
put out by the Commissariat Department. He had asked the Deputy 
Commissary-General how soon he could collect supplies for 10,000 
men, at intervals of twenty miles between Kurnaul and Ferozepore, 
with a view to the Meerut reserve forces marching up with as little 
carriage as possible. That officer informed him that it might pos- 
sibly be done in six weeks. 

Sir Henry’s reply was more forcible than parliamentary, and 
he added : 

‘ It must be done in five days ; ’ and, turning to Broadfoot, 
said, ‘ You must do it.’ ‘ Well,’ said Broadfoot, ‘ it is rather sharp 
work, but it shall be done if possible.’ And done it was. Broad- 
foot’s object in sending for me was, that I should undertake two 
of the dep6t stations, orders being sent to Mills, Lake, and Nieolaon 
for stations farther in advance. 

I had the honour of dining with Sir Henry, and immediately 
after dirmer set off on an elephant, and reached the first dep6t 
station at Pehoa in the early morning of December 5 ; and having 
put matters in train, and left my Assistant to complete the arrange- 
ments, I rode on to Samanah, in the Puttealah district. 
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When all was ready there, Abbott rejoined the Goyernor- 
General’s camp on December 8, one march beyond Ambala, 
haying ridden 100 miles on the fourth day. 

Sir Henry expressed himself much gratified, and the Commissary' 
General was oyerjoyed, and almost embraced me. 

Having completed my mission, I expected to be sent back to my 
district, where I had left my wife in camp, but Broadfoot ruled it 
otherwise. He said I must come on with the camp, and he would 
supply my wardrobe, for I had nothing with me but what was on my 
back. 

On the 9th we made one march, but during the night or towards 
the morning of the 10th Broadfoot received news of the Sikhs cross- 
ing the Sutlej. I was with him in his tent, and I can see him now, 
in great spirits, hastening on his clothes, and saying, ‘ If we live 
through this, Abbott, we are both made men.’ 

We then went to the Governor- General’s camp, and met Sir 
Henry and his Staff just mounting to move to the next camping ground 
at Birhind. Broadfoot reported the news, and after a short confer- 
ence the war oft'ored by the Sikhs was accepted. Broadfoot and my- 
self were then and there constituted aides-de-camp on Sir Henry’s 
Staff, and I was ordered off in haste to bring down H.M.’s 29th Regi- 
ment and the 1st Bengal Fusiliers from Kussowloo and Subathoo, 
to join the camp at Khanna, or wherever I should find it, by forced 
marches. 

With the hill well known in these parts as Tapp’s Nose,^ 
just above Kasauli, for a guide, Abbott set off at once across 
country. Thirty-five miles’ ride brought him to Kalka, 
and eight miles beyond in the hills he arrived at Kasauli, 
where he found a dinner party being given by the colonel to 
the officers and ladies of the regiment. Abbott had made 
such good use of his time, that he had outstripped a messenger 
sent the previous evening to warn the regiments that they 
might be called on for service. His arrival at the party was, 
therefore, to use his own language, * like the bursting of a 
shell, for they had no warning of coming events.’ They had 
at once to prepare for a start next morning, and husbands 
and wives had to part, in many instances for ever. 

On the 11th these two fine regiments encamped at Mani 

Col. H. T. Tapp appears to have under the Besident at the Court of 
been stationed at Sabathu, and pro- Delhi from 1S36 to 1840, 
bably exercised political functions 
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Majra on their way to the front, officers and men in high 
spirits at the prospect of active service. How and where 
they found the Governor-General and joined his camp, will in 
due course he told. 

The foregoing information regarding a most important ser- 
vice on which Capt, Abbott was employed is extracted from, 
and based upon, a memorandum furnished by that officer. The 
modesty and simplicity with which the story is told afford a 
strong presumption in favour of its general accuracy, 

Mr. Oust, in describing these events, has recorded that on 
the evening of December 9 he had gone to bed, but had not 
fallen asleep, when he was sent for and desired to make certain 
arrangements at once for the supply of the whole Ambala force. 

Measures had already been taken to collect at certain places 
supplies for several thousand men; renewed exertions were now 
to be made to victual the whole army. Saunders Abbott was sent 
off to the hills, to bring down the regiments at Sabhatu and Kus- 
soulie. The Lodeanah force was ordered to fall back and meet us 
at Bussean. All ladies were sent back to Ambala. Capt. Napier 
and his wife were with us : he is now Napier of Magdala. 

Whilst his Assistants were thus employed, Broadfoot was 
not idle ; indeed, constant active employment seems to have 
prevented his leaving any detailed account of his proceedings ; 
they are merged in those of the Governor-General. The 
following letter to his sister has a double interest : it w^as the 
last ever received by his family from him, and it contains an 
explicit affirmation that he was employed to maintain peace, 
and that no Government had ever striven harder for that result. 

Camp, Amballa : Lecember 4, 1845. 

You complain of my not writing, and I have nothing to say in de- 
fence, seeing that, hardworked as I am, I ought to give a few minutes 
to it ; but the lassitude from unceasing labour makes me defer it 
till, as now, it is all but too late ; and even now Sir Henry Hardinge’s 
letter bag is waiting to be sealed till this is closed. The mail is gone, 
and this goes by an after express. 

I am with Sir Henry, and remain with him while he continues 
in this division of the country, He^ treats me with the greatest 
kindness. Nevertheless, I would give a good deal for ever so short 
a sojourn among you all, with Jessie and all the London party assem- 
bled. That, however, must continue, I fear, for some time, a very 
distant hope. 
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You ask if I am employed in preserving peace. Of course I am ; 
for whatever may be the result, never did Government strive as this 
Government has done to keep at peace. 

Give everyone my kindest love. Eemember me most kindly 
also to Mr. Loch ; say that young Sutherland Orr wrote me lately. 
1 have been too busy to answer, but have boon trying to serve him. 
I fear, however, it is didicult, from his being already well otf where 
he is. Ever &c. 

G. Buoadfoot. 

The following notes are taken from Capt. Nicolson’s diary : 

December 8. — The Sikh army has marched, and is in camp 
two kos (three miles) from the river. . . . They have fixed to cross 
on Thursday, Their cavalry are reported to be crossing now at Talli 
and Kagar, with the view of plundering our villages. 

0th , — Wrote a hurried chit [note] to Broadfoot, telling the posi- 
tion of the Sikh force, and saying we wore good for all comers, please 
God. 

11th . — We had reports during the night of their crossing, hut 
they did not really begin till morning, when one battalion and two 
guns and the standards of the others commenced, and the others 
soon followed. In the evening, nine battalions and eighteen jhandis 
(colours) were over, and some twenty guns or thereabouts. 

The critical reader may notice an apparent discrepancy in 
the various reports as to the day on which the Sikhs crossed 
the Stitlej : for example, Capt. Abbott has recorded that Broad- 
foot received the news of their doing so on the morning of the 
10th ; whilst here Capt. Nicolson, more immediately in their 
neighbourhood, has reported that the crossing began on the 
morning of the 11th. Other slight discrepancies might be 
instanced. With reference to these there is what seems to 
be sufficient explanation ; in certain cases Broadfoot, though 
somewhat more remote from the frontier than some of his 
Assistants, got important and trustworthy news before it 
reached them ; and with reference to the apparent error of date, 
the fact would seem to have been that comparatively small 
bodies of the Sikhs crossed the river probably every day from 
December 8 onwards, but that the main body did not move 
till the morning of the 11th. This view is fairly consistent with 
the Governor- General’s despatch of December 31, and is, it is 
believed, sufficient to account for the apparent inaccuracies. 
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Similar discrepancies, or what appear to be such, are 
found in respect to the events between the crossing of the 
Sutlej by the Sikhs and the battle of Mudki, in which the first 
actual colhsion occurred. These are rather annoying than 
important ; they are just sufficiently evident to make a close 
and detailed examination and tabulation of facts necessary. 
It is somewhat difficult to account for these mistakes ; in 
certain cases a loose and careless mode of writing, or even 
a slip of the pen, must be blamed. 

Eespecting the date on which the Sikhs crossed the Sutlej 
and thereby provoked the war, some unanimity might have 
been expected from those who have described the event. Yet 
we have already noticed the discrepancy between Capt. 
Abbott’s date and that mentioned by Capt. Nicolson. In 
addition to these it may be observed that the Governor- 
General has recorded that the Sikh army in large numbers com- 
menced crossing the Sutlej on December 11. In an inclosure 
to the letter in which this is recorded, the Commander-in-Chief 
stated that on December 11 it became known in Ambala that 
the invasion had actually taken place. Now this information, 
in those days before the telegraph was used, could not by 
any possibility refer to the event described by the Governor- 
General, but manifestly alluded to the news received by 
Broadfoot in Abbott’s presence early on the morning of the 
10th. But it is more perplexing to find Henry Lawrence, 
from whom accuracy might have been expected, some time 
after these events, state precisely that ‘ on December 12 
the Commander-in-Chief moved with his headquarters from 
Umballa. On the evening of the same day the Sikhs com- 
menced crossing the Sutlej.’ ^ The fact being almost certain 
that the Sikhs commenced crossing the river in violation 
of existing arrangements as early as December 8 ; that on 
the 11th the first crossing of their troops on a large scale 
occurred ; and that the Governor-General selected this serious 
breach of neutrality as the act which justified the issue of the 
proclamation dated December 13, which was, in fact, a declara- 
tion of war. Therefore it would seem to be correct to adhere 
to the 11th as the date on which the Sikh army commenced 


® Calcutta Beview, No. xvi. vol. viii. art. vi. p. 488. 
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to cross the Sutlej. Without doubt the operation lasted for 
several days. 

With reference to the various movements of importance 
between the 11th and the 18th, when the battle of Mudld was 
fought, it is hoped that the following record is fairly correct. 
It is compiled from the despatches of the Governor-General 
and the Commander-in- Chief, and from the accounts written 
by Herbert Edwardes and Henry Lawrence in the ‘ Calcutta 
Eeview.’ 

On December 7 and 8 the Governor-General desired the 
Commander-in- Chief to move up the force from Ambala, 
Meerut, and some other stations.* He then, being some days’ 
march in advance of the Commander-in-Chief, rode to Lud- 
hiana, inspected the fort, and, seeing that it could be held by 
a draft of the more infirm soldiers from the regiments stationed 
there, desired Brigadier Wheeler to be prepared to march at 
the shortest notice with the rest of his force. 

By the 12th the Commander-in-Chief, with the head- 
quarters and the Ambala force, marched sixteen miles to 
Eajpura. Next day they marched to Sirhind ; eighteen miles 
of a sandy and distressing road. On that day the Governor- 
General, who was two marches ahead, received the ‘ precise 
information that the Sikh army had crossed the Sutlej, and 
was concentrating in groat force on the left bank of the river.’ 
He then issued a proclamation recapitulating events already 
described, announcing the invasion of our territory by the 
Sikh troops, and his determination to vindicate the authority 
of the British Government, and to punish the violators of 
treaties and the disturbers of public peace. 

He declared the cis-Sutlej estates of the Maharaja to be 
confiscated and annexed to the British territories, and called 
upon the chiefs and inhabitants of the Protected States for 
co-operation and fidelity, promising indemnity in case of loss 
and threatening punishment in case of disobedience. By 
arrangement he met the Commander-in-Chief one march in 
advance of the army. The result of the consultation, as far 
as it affected the Ambala force, was the issue of ‘ after orders 
at midnight for a forced march of twenty miles on Esru.’ '* 
The object was to reach Bussean before the Sikhs, and pro- 
® ^a;^6rs c0o. p. 26. Calcutta BevieWi No. xi. vol. vi* art. vi. p. 250. 
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vent them from seizing the supplies which Broadfoot and his 
Assistants had collected. 

By the 14th the comparative safety of this important point 
was secured ; the Ludhiana force, of 5,000 men and twelve 
guns, having been moved somewhat in front of it. 

On December 15 the Umballa force moved on to Luttala, nearer 
thirty than twenty miles, and orders were issued for a rigid reduc- 
tion of baggage. On December 16 the force marched thirty miles 
to Wudni, overtaking the Governor-General and the Ludiana force 
at Bussean.^ 

Eegarding the supplies for the army, Edwardes remarked 
that Major Broadfoot might be said to have been the Com- 
missary-General of the army of the Sutlej. 

Even after his death his subordinate officers became and con- 
tinued till very late in the campaign the real Commissariat of the 
army. The people of the country were now all supposed to be hos- 
tile ; and those who were with the advanced guard that day will 
not easily forget Major Broadfoot and his rough-and-ready troop of 
wild-looking Afghans, galloping across the plain from village to vil- 
lage, summoning out the greybeards, and, with perfect mastery of 
their corrupt and broken dialect, acquired in a short residence of fif- 
teen ^ months upon the frontier, explaining the terms of the procla- 
mation, and extracting from the most refractory Mufsid ^ supplies 
for the advancing army.® 

On December 17 a short march of ten miles to Charrak 
was made, as the long marches had told most severely on man 
and beast. Next day a march of twenty-one miles brought 
the force to Mudki, where the first shot of the first Sikh war 
was fired. 

During these days the Sikhs appear to have been employed 
crossing the river at various fords : on the 15th Capt. Nicol- 
son has recorded that ^the Sikhs crossed, and we stayed 
where we were.’ They plundered several villages situated six 
or eight miles north-west of Eirozpur. At ten o’clock am. 
they threatened Eirozpur itself, and Sir J. Littler moved out 

^ Calcutta BevieWt No. xi. vol. vi. ^ Mufsid^ malcontent, 
art. vi. p. 260, ® Calcutta BevieWt No. xi. vol. vi. 

® Thirteen months, to be more art. vi, p. 260. 
accurate. 
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to meet them with two brigades. They did not accept the 
challenge, probably preferring to choose their own ground and 
to fortify it, so as to make the task of beating them as hard 
as possible. They encamped at Langiana, about three or four 
miles north of Firozpiir. During the nest two days a con- 
siderable number of the Sikh troops with guns advanced to 
Firozshah,® and took up a position, which they immediately 
entrenched and fortified. The news of the approach of the 
Governor-General towards Mudki reached Pirozpur and pro- 
bably the Sikh camp on the 16th, and the idea seems to have 
occurred to Eaja Lai Singh that by a sudden attack he 
might be destroyed or captured. The force with the Governor- 
General was greatly under-estimated ; in all probability the 
Sikhs did not reckon on having to deal with more than the 
Ludhiana force, and did not think that the Ambala force 
could have effected a junction. The plan was perfectly 
reasonable, and likely to be, even if not successful, very em- 
barrassing to the English ; for a considerable force, reckoned 
at sixteen battalions of infantry, over 3,000 cavalry, and fifty 
guns, threatened Firozpur; a strong force, the numbers of 
which were not known, had occupied Eirozshah; and, in 
advance, Eaja Lai Singh, with a considerable body of men 
supported by artillery, lay in wait for the Governor- General 
between Firozshah and Mudki. Such was the position on 
December 18, but even on that date more Sikhs were crossing 
the river. 

Eirozshah, around which the not unusual title by which such people 
well-known battle was fought, has are addressed. A Punjabi speaking of 
also been called, with equal error, the battle generally calls it ‘Pheru 
Ferozshalir and Phcci'ooshuhur. The dalarai.’ Shahr (‘city’) is averyun- 
correct name is probably Shah, usual termination of a village name 
called after Bhhi Pherii, a dovotoo or in that district, 
man of religious repute ; Shdh being a 
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Tlie battle of Miulki— Deaths of Sir E. Sale and Sir J. M’Caskill — Private ac- 
counts of the battle — Capt. S. A. Abbott’s services — Arrangements for attack 
at Firozshah — Disposition of the forces — The Sikh position — The battle of 
Firozshah — Broadfoot killed — Our troops bivouac outside the Sikh lines — 
Insubordination among the Sikhs — Gravity of the situation of the British — 
Assault in the morning of the 22nd — Arrival of Tej Singh — Sufferings of 
our troops— Quotations from despatches — Burial of Geoige Broadfoot- 
Letters and general orders about his death— His loss regretted in both 
Houses of Parliament — Opinions of eminent men of his value — Monument 
and tablet erected — Sir H. Hardinge to the Earl of Ellenborough — Arrival 
in England of the news of the battles — Comments on the Governor-General’s 
measures — Current criticisms — Propriety of a Governor-General serving in 
a subordinate capacity discussed — Accusation of treachery made against 
Sikh leaders rejected — Mr. Currie to Lord Ellenborough— Inscription on the 
Madras memorial. 

The battle of Mudki was fought on December 18, 1845. On 
this field Britons met Sikhs for the first time as foes ; and 
there was founded a mutual respect, confirmed three days 
later at Fhozshah, which has lived to the present day. 

The force under Eaja Lai Singh has been estimated by 
Cunningham as under ‘ two thousand infantry, supported by 
about twenty-two pieces of artillery, and eight or ten thousand 
horsemen.’ ^ Gapt. Nicolson's estimate, from native report, 
fairly agrees with these figures ; they are probably as accurate 
as any which can now be supplied, and may be considered 
approximate. It should, however, be recorded that the Com- 
mander 4n- Chief, in his official despatch, made a very different 
estimate of the strength of his enemy. ‘ They were said to 
consist of from 15,000 to 20,000 infantry, about the same 
force of cavalry, and forty guns.’ ^ 

On the morning of the 18th the Eaja advanced from 
Firozshah towards Mudki, and sent forward a detachment to 


^ Cunningham’s Sikhs^ p. 301. 


Pa;gm dc, p. 32, 
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watch and report the movements of the British army. On 
our side, Broadfoot, with a party of Christie’s horse, was 
similarly employed. When he arrived at Mudki he found it 
occupied by the Sikh advanced party, of whose strength he was 
necessarily ignorant. He immediately informed the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, who was then about three miles behind. 
Sir H. Gough formed his troops in order of battle and re- 
sumed the march. The Sikh advanced detachment retired on 
their main body, and informed the Eaja of the approach of 
the British, The latter marched steadily on and reached 
Mudki at noon ; finding it unoccupied, there w'as a disposition 
to believe that Broadfoot’s report of the Sikh occupation of 
the village was a false alarm, and the men, exhausted and 
suffering grievously from thirst, lay down to await the arrival 
of the baggage. Between two and three o’clock in the after- 
noon the camels began to come in ; their loads were removed, 
and the men commenced to cook their food. The moment 
seemed to the Eaja propitious for the attack, and he advanced 
accordingly. A scrap of paper was brought to Broadfoot, who 
was at luncheon with the Governor-General. He read it, and 
said, The enemy is on us.’ He rode at once to the front, and 
gave immediate warning of the impending attack. He was not 
at first believed, and even the cloud of dust which appeared 
in the direction of the enemy failed to convince the sceptical, 
who attributed it to skirmishers. 

‘ That dust,’ he energetically exclaimed, ‘ covers thousands ; it 
covers the Sikh army.’ . . . While the British troops were yet 
forming, he returned from his reconnaissance, galloped up to the 
Oommander-in-Ohief, and gracefully saluting him, pointed to the 
rising cloud of dust ahead, and said, * There, your Excellency, is 
the Sikh army I ’ It was the Political Agent making over the 
frontier to the soldier,^ 

The Sikh guns opened fire, and afforded convincing tes- 
timony to the accuracy of the Agent’s information. The 
British artillery replied ; the cavalry was sent forward, some 
to turn the right, and the others the left, of the enemy’s line, 
which in length far exceeded that of the advancing British 
infantry. The cavalry manoeuvre was brilliantly successful; 
the irregular Sikh cavalry was swept away on either side, 

* Catoiiu Ho. xvi, vol. viii. art. vi. 
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and the guns eyen, for the moment, were silenced. The in- 
fantry continued to advance, and drove the Sikhs in front of 
them, ‘ using that never failing weapon, the bayonet, when- 
ever the enemy stood. Night only saved them from worse 
disaster, for this stout conflict was maintained during an hour 
and a half of dim starlight, amidst a cloud of dust from the 
sandy plain, which yet more obscured every object.’ ^ Fifteen 
guns were taken, and next day, apparently, two more were 
brought from the field to the fort of Mudki, thus making in all 
seventeen guns captured.® 

Our loss was heavy; 215 Europeans and natives of all 
ranks were killed, and 657 were wounded. The enemy’s loss 
cannot be ascertained. 

Of the officers who were killed, the most distinguished 
at the time were Major-Generals Sir E. H. Sale, G.C.B., 
Quartermaster-General of the Queen’s troops, and Sir J. 
McGaskill, K.C.B. and K.H. The former was struck by a 
grape shot, and the wound proved to be mortal ; the latter was 
shot dead on the field. Both were veteran officers, whose ser- 
vices were of a highly distinguished order, and the former had 
especially a deserved reputation for great personal gallantry. 

In a previous part of this work, the facts related tend to 
show that Sale, though personally most brave, was, like many 
other good men, unduly fearful of responsibility, and there- 
fore scarcely equal to the position in which he was placed 
during the critical period of the siege of Jalalabad. It is, 
therefore, a duty as well as a pleasure to record, as fully as 
space will permit, the leading events of his distinguished 
career. He was born in 1782, and entered the 36th Eegiment, 
in 1795. He had a long and honourable record of service in 
the field ; the principal sieges, battles, and campaigns at which 
he was present being : Seringapatam, 1799, medal; storming 
of the Travancore lines, 1809 ; capture of the Mauritius, 1816 ; 
first Burmese war, 1824-25, O.B. ; first Afghan war, 1838-41, 
including the siege of Ghazni, at which he commanded the 
main column of the attack, and the operations in Kohistan 
which resulted in the surrender of Dost Muhammad; com- 
manded the garrison of Jalalabad during the siege, 1841-42 ; 

* Papers Sc, p. 32. Commander-in-Gliief a despatch, December 19, 1845. 

* Paper Sc. p. 24. 
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served with the army under Gen. Pollock, 1842, G.C.B, 
and three medals. He fell gallantly at the battle of Mudki, 
1845, after more than fifty years’ service.® 

In the House of Lords, the late Lord Eipon, in expressing 
the regret felt for his loss, remarked : ' One of the most dis- 
tinguished men in that or in any other army fell in that battle. 
Who does not know the name of Sir Eobert Sale ? Who can 
forget the services he has rendered to his country and his 
sovereign ? ’ In the House of Commons Sir E. Peel similarly 
bore testimony to the value of his services. 

Sir John McCaskill, too, had seen much service, both in the 
Peninsular war and in India. It will be recollected that he 
ommanded the force which took Istalif. He joined the army 
in 1797, and was, therefore, but two years junior to Sir E. 
Sale. His meritorious services were also acknowledged in both 
Houses of Parliament. 

Amongst the wounded who afterwards rose to distinction 
may be mentioned Major P. Grant, D.A.G., dangerously 
wounded; Capt. Herbert B. Edwardes, A.D.O., slightly 
wounded ; Lieut. G. Eeynell Taylor, very severely wounded ; 
and Lieut. Edward Lake. 

The following extract from Mr. Gust’s memorandum is 
interesting and graphic. 

I found the Governor- General sitting under a tree writing letters. 
Of a sudden we heard that the Sikh army was advancing m force. 

, . , Our whole army turned out, the sepoys in their dhotees/ leaving 
their food. It was 4 p.m. I overtook Broadfoot and the Governor- 
General, and stuck to them ; we were under a heavy fire. Eegiment 
after regiment passed by ns, and the Governor-General pointed out 
the direction of the advance. We saw old Gen. McCaskill killed. We 
heard the cheers in the front when the first battery was taken. 
We passed through it, saw the dead and dying ; we saw Sir Eobert 
Sale lying wounded on a gun, and many friends. The firing had 
now ceased, and the battle was won. 

The only other account which should be quoted, and which 
has not, as far as is known, been previously published, is one 

® This acoount of Sir B. Sale’s ^ DTioUe, dhoUj is the waist cloth, 
services is taken from an obituary Hindus when cooking strip themselves 
notice in the Monving Herald of to their dhotis. 

February 24, 1846. 


0 c 
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found in an intercepted letter from a father present at the 
battle on the Sikh side, to his son in Lahore. It has at any 
rate the merit of being brief, and is probably not a very in- 
correct description of what took place. 

The Ghorcharras would not come on ; the British charged ; 
the Sikhs ran ; lots killed and all or nearly all the guns lost.® 


After the action the Sikhs seem to have retired on their 
main body at Firozshah, and the British to the village of 
Mudki.3 

On the next day, December 19, it was expected that the 
Sikhs would renew their attack; the British troops were 
therefore for many hours under arms, but though dust was 
seen which betokened the presence of the enemy, our men 
were unmolested. That evening Capt. S. A. Abbott, an Assist- 
ant to Major Broadfoot, accompanying the 29th Foot, the 1st 
European L .1., the 11th N.I., and four heavy guns, arrived 
after an arduous and harassing march. It is not clear 
whether the value of Capt. Abbott’s services on this occasion 
has been fully recognised. In a remarkably short space of 
time he had succeeded in carrying the message to the troops 
that they were wanted, and in piloting them to the front. The 
presence of these troops was of vital importance to the army, 
which even with them was scarcely adequate to the task they 
had to perform. The Governor-General appreciated this, and 
warmly thanked Capt. Abbott for his exertions.^ 


® Capt. Nioolson’s diary. The 
G-horcharraa were the irregular 
cavalry. 

® Calcutta Eemew;, No. xviii. 
vol. ix. art. vi. p. 521. 

^ The Abbott family have rendered 
varied and meritorious services to their 
country. Four brothers were in the 
E.I.O.S. Major-Gen. Augustus Abbott, 
C.B., of the Bengal Artillery, had 
medals for Bhartpur, Ghazni, Jalala- 
bad, and Kabul ; he also had, but did 
not wear, the Order of the Durani 
Empire. He was honorary A.B.C. to the 
Governor-Gen^'ral, and died in 1867. 

Major- Gen Sir Fred. Abbott, Kt., 
C.B. Bengal Engineers, has medals for 


Ava, Kabul, and Sobraon. He was for 
many years Governor of Addiacombe 
CoUege, Member of the Council of 
Military Education, and of the Com- 
mission for National Defences. 

Gen. James Abbott, C.B., Bengal 
Artillery, has medals for Chilianwala 
and Gujrat ; he also saw service at 
Bhartpur, and commanded an expedi- 
tion against the Hassanzais of the 
Black Mountain, He is best known, 
perhaps, for his adventurous journey 
to Khiva to negotiate the release of 
Russian prisoners, and as in charge 
of the district of Hazara in the Punjab, 
the headquarters of which, Abbottabad, 
is named after him. 
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On the evening of this day, Sir H. Hardinge tendered his 
services, as second in command in the field, to Sir H. Gough, 
who accepted the offer with pleasure.^ 

On the 20th, the British force completed the duty of 
burying their dead. Broadfoot and his Assistants were busy 
recording the information collected regarding the Sikh en- 
trenched position at Firozshah. 

The information went to show that the position was entrenched 
on three sides, surmounted with guns of very heavy metal. It was 
somewhat in the shape of a horseshoe. 

The north face commanded the Loodeanah and Ferozepore road ; 
the south, the road by which we were approaching ; and the west, the 
position of Ferozepore. The eastern face was open and unprotected. 

That the position was attacked on the strongest faces was not due 
to want of information supplied by Broadfoot, . . . but to the desire 
of the Chiefs to reheve Ferozepore, which was considered to be in 
danger, and with a view to forming a junction with its garrison before 
the attack was delivered.^ 


During the evening of December 20, instructions were 
sent to Sir John Littler to move out from Firozpur towards 
Mudki with as strong a force as he could spare after providing 
for the safety of his post. He made his arrangements with 
great promptitude and skill, completely deceiving Tej Singh, 
the Sikh commander, who for some time was unaware that 
Littler had marched. 

The plan arranged by tlio Commander-in- Chief and the 
Governor- General was, that after a junction with Littler’s 
force had been effected, the combined army should assault the 
Sikh position in such a way as to interpose, at any rate, a 
considerable part of the British army between the Sikhs at 
Firozshah and the station of Firozpur. 

To give effect to this, the troops, under the command of 


Major- Gen. Saunders A. Abbott, 
Bengal Army, has a medal and clasp 
for Mudki and Ferozshah (severely 
■wounded). A.B.C. to the Governor- 
General. Served in the Civil Depart- 
ment in the Punjab and Oudh; and 
alter he had retired from the service, 
was Agent for the S. P. <Sc D. Bailway 
Co. at Lahore. 


A fifth brother, Keith E. Abbott, 
served with credit for many years in 
the Consular Department. Was Con- 
sul-General at Xabreez in Persia, and 
afterwards at Odessa, whore ho died 
in 1873. Order of tbc Lion and Sun, 
® Papers tfc. p. 36. 

® Gen. Abbott’s Mpisode itc. 
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Sir Hugh Gough, marched on the morning of December 21 
along the road from Mudki to Firozpur, The sick and 
wounded were left at Mudki, with two regiments of Native 
Infantry ^ for their protection. The road lay nearly four miles 
to the south of the Sikh position, opposite to which, towards 
midday, a halt was made to enable Littler to join, and ad- 
vantage was taken by officers and men to eat a hasty meal 
if they could get it, and enjoy a little rest. 

During this halt an incident occurred, which is of interest 
as illustrating the extreme delicacy of the position occupied by 
Sir Henry Hardinge. He was by his own offer serving as a 
lieutenant-general under the Commander-in- Chief ; but he 
remained the responsible Governor- General of India. Whilst 
he and his Staff were resting and getting something to eat, 
Sir Hugh Gough arrived, and with characteristic impetuosity 
urged an immediate attack on the Sikh position, without 
waiting longer for Littler. The gravity of the situation was 
perceived by the Governor-General, and his resolution was 
formed. He retired for a short space with the Commander-in- 
Chief, pointed out to him that, though second in command as 
far as leading the troops was concerned, he was still responsible 
for the safety and welfare of British India, and therefore must, 
in his capacity of Governor-General, sanction nothing which 
in his opinion would imperil either. He considered that to 
attack without waiting for Littler’s force was to incur an un- 
necessary risk of failure, and therefore he pronounced against 
the proposal. 

Opinions differ as to the wisdom of the Governor-Generars 
decision in this matter. This question need not be discussed 
just now ; at present we are mainly concerned with recording 
events as they happened, as far as we have been able to dis- 
cover them ; and the fact here recorded is at once unusual and 
important. The Governor-General as supreme ruler in India 
took the responsibility of superseding the Commander-in- 
Chief in the field. 

Littler’s arrival was awaited ; he was tolerably punctual, 
and it is recorded in despatches that the junction was complete 
by half-past one o’clock. The small plan at the commence- 
ment of this chapter shows in a general way the disposition 

^ Papers dc. p, 27. Grovernor- General’s despatch. 
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of the British and Sikh forces, and will, it is hoped, assist the 
reader to follow the description of the battle. 

The army was formed in four divisions ; the first, under Sir 
Harry Smith, being in reserve. The other three were thus 
arranged : on the right the second division, commanded by 
Major-Gen. Gilbert ; in the centre the third division, under 
Brigadier Wallace ; and on the extreme left the fourth division, 
under Major-Gen. Sir J. Littler. The artillery was under 
Brigadier Brooke, and was principally massed between Wal- 
lace’s and Gilbert’s divisions. 

The Sikh position was very irregular in shape and roughly 
traced. The longer sides towards the east and west may be 
said to have faced Mudki and Firozpur respectively. The en- 
trenchments were not formidable as fortifications ; that is, 
nehher were the ditches deep nor the ramparts high. They 
weje simply good shelter trenches, well defended by a well- 
appointed and easily movable artillery supported by a numer- 
ous and determined body of infantry. 

Sir John Littler’s division was on the left, and with hia 
left thrown forward he appears to have commenced the 
attack. The Commander-in-Chief led the right wing, and Sir 
H, Hardinge commanded the left.® It was nearly four o’clock 
when the battle commenced. Littler’s men advanced under a 
most galling and destructive fire to within 150 yards of the 
batteries, when they were ordered to charge. Had they done 
so with vigour, they would, in spite of the havoc and slaughter, 
have effected a lodgment ; indeed, it is probable, in that case, 
that the loss of life would have been less. Unfortunately, 
they did not press home the charge; the 62nd halted and 
wheeled about, under an order, it has been said, of the Briga- 
dier in command.® In vain did Sir John urge them to seize 
the prize which was within their grasp ; and, ignorant of the 
order referred to, he naturally concluded that the arrest of the 
advance, and the retrograde movement, were the result of 
panic. This attack, therefore, failed ; and the division, with 
greatly reduced numbers, passed the night in the vicinity of 
the spot occupied by the left of Wallace’s division prior to the 
advance, and out of shot. 

» Pa^BTs dc* p. 37. vol. vi. art. vi. p. 273 ; and Maogregor’fl 

® Oomparfi Oahuttaltmmj No. xi. Bikhs^ vol. ii. p. 106, 
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It should be mentioned, that as Wallace’s division advanced, 
they met the 14th N.L, who were retiring. That regiment, 
with its colours, joined the advancing troops, and returned to 
a more successful assault. 

The attack on the south face would seem to have been 
delayed longer than was intended. As the line advanced, it 
became evident that its length extended considerably on 
either side beyond the limits of the immediately opposite part 
of the Sikh entrenchment. 

The first result of this was that the men crowded towiirds 
the centre, and before long got in front of our own guns. The 
Sikh artillery fire was most destructive. Capt. Abbott was eent 
back to bring up the guns ; he had scarcely returned, when his 
horse was shot and fell under him. He rose, but was imme- 
diately struck down by two bullets, one in the shoulder, one 
in the arm, in such a way as to show that the Sikhs had 
established a cross fire. Broadfoot, who w^as on horseback, 
called out to him to get up, and greatly to bis surprise he 
found he could obey. The next moment it was Broadfoot’s 
turn ; he was shot in the thigh, and was either thrown from 
his horse, or dismounted to examine the nature of his wound. 
He considered it insufficient to stop him, remounted, and rode 
on cheering some men into the trenches. 

The attack was resolutely made, and the Sikh resistance 
was most determined. The result was a partial success, 
achieved at a terrible sacrifice of life. It is difficult to trace 
precisely the part played by each regiment. In the confusion 
of the attack it is probable that the relative positions of the 
regiments were changed, and that this has led to some ambiguity 
in the various descriptions of the battle. In a general way it 
may be said that the Sikh batteries were carried at the point 
of the bayonet ; but the Sikhs retired no farther from them 
than their tents and camp in the immediate rear, from whence 
they opened a severe musketry fire. 

As the assault was being made, the Governor- General and | 
his Staff appear to have moved towards the right. It was to ^ 
the right of the centre of the south face that Broadfoot rode j 
into the Sikh battery, and there he was killed : shot through i 
the arm and heart, he fell dead. Abbott, noticing some hesi- 
tation in two companies of the 80th, and finding that all their ^ 
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officers had been killed, put himself at their head. They 
responded to his order, charged the entrenchments, and fired 
a Yolley into the Sikh tents, which were set on fire, and the 
blaze spread along the line. The different regiments penetrated 
different distances into the Sikh camp. The despatches and 
some other accounts seem to show that those on the right got 
farthest in ; and, indeed, the reserve under Shr Harry Smith 
and part of the 1st E.L.I. are said to have reached the village 
of Pirozshah and swept the Sikhs out of a great part of their 
camp.® H.M.’s 3rd Dragoons added to the reputation they 
had so justly acquired at Mudki. They were sent against a 
battery from which the Sikhs maintained a heavy fire. They 
charged, and carried it — 

the leaders filling up the yawning trench with their own numbers, 
and those who followed crossing on a living bridge of their comrades. 

. . . Havitig put the artillerymen to death and silenced the battery, 
this gallant band faced the whole Khalsa army within the entrench- 
ment, swept through their camp with loud huzzas over tents, ropes, 
pegs, guns, fires, and magazines, cutting down all that opposed their 
passage; and, having traversed the enemy’s position from side to 
side, emerged among their friends, with numbers thinned indeed, 
but ‘ covered with imperishable glory.’® 

The combat was continued with obstinacy on either side 
till night fell, and even then it did not cease. Numerous ex- 
plosions of mines or magazines occurred, one of which took 
effect under the feet of the 1st E.L.I., the distinguished regi- 
ment of which William Broadfoot had been adjutant; and 
rending it in twain scattered the survivors on either side. 
The brave men, however, when no longer able to find their 
own regiment, attached themselves to the nearest and con- 
tinued the struggle. The Sikh fire was so destructive, and 
successful progress in the dark so improbable, that it was 
decided to withdraw the troops from the entrenchments, 
restore some degree of order, and await the dawn. Accord- 
ingly a position from 300 to 400 yards distant from the south 
face of the Sikh camp was selected, and there were gathered 
together the remnants of Gilbert’s and Wallace’s divisions. 

The movements of the reserve far from being either clear or distinct, 
under Sir Harry Smith are involved ® TheWarinhi&ia: Despatches t&c. 

in considerable obscurity The de- ^ Calcutta Review, No. ix. vol. vi, 

atoh in which they are described is art. vi. p. 276 . 
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Their combined strength did not exceed that of one division, and 
the men were exhausted, hungry, and thirsty. They were put 
under Gen. Gilbert’s command, and with them were Sir H. 
Gough and Sir Henry Hardinge, who were indefatigable in 
visiting the various regiments or detachments, encouraging 
the men, and, with Gen. Gilbert, showing an example of 
calmness and fortitude most valuable in that trying time. 
Thus order was restored, and the men lay down to rest. 

As has been aheady stated, the movements of the reserve are 
somewhat doubtful. The troops under Sir H. Smith are said to 
have penetrated to the village of Firozshah, to have held it for 
some time, and eventually during the night to have retired to 
Misriwala, distant about two miles to the south or south-west. 

The Sikhs, having recovered that part of their position, 
appear to have somewhat cautiously returned to the batteries 
on the south face. They manned some guns and opened fire 
whenever they could discover the position of any part of the 
British force. On one occasion the fire was so harassing, that 
Sir Henry Hardinge called on the 80th and 1st E.L.I. to 
charge the battery. 

Lieut.-Col. Bunbury, assisted by Lieut. -Col. Wood, my aide-de- 
camp, led the attack, on which occasion the latter officer was 
wounded. The guns were spiked, the enemy driven away with loss, 
and this part of our line left undisturbed for the remainder of the 
night. ^ 

Fortunately for us, insubordination and licence prevailed 
in the Sikh camp : the Akalis plundered the tents of Lai 
Singh, the Sikh commander-in-chief; a general riot ensued, 
and the remnants of discipline were lost. This was not 
known to our leaders ; had it been realised, they would have 
been spared a night of anxiety unparalleled in our experience 
of war in India. The prospect, it cannot be disputed, was 
gloomy in the extreme^ The Sikhs had practically recovered 
the whole of their entrenched camp. The remnant of Sir 
John Littler’s division was away in a village due west of 
Firozshah, Sir Harry Smith’s division was two miles distant 
in another direction, each ignorant of the position and in- 
tentions of the other, and of those of the e:^austed division 
and headquarters which alone remained on the field. 

^ Pajpers dc. p. 44. 
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It is not a matter of surprise that some officers were un- 
equal to the emergency, and suggested retreat on Pirozpur ; 
nor will it astonish anyone acquainted with the impetuous 
gallantry of the Commander-in-Chief, and the quieter but 
not inferior resolution of the Governor-Greneral, that such 
suggestions met with the reception which they deserved. 

The two Chiefs met in the night and decided, without 
hesitation, that the attack must be at once resumed in the 
morning, and that the result must be victory or death. 

In case of disaster, which was far from impossible, the 
Governor- Governor sent orders to Mudki, where Mr. Currie 
was in charge of the official papers of the Government of 
India, and Mr. Cast of the records of the Agency, for the de- 
struction of all State papers. Sir Henry’s son Charles, who was 
private secretary, being a civilian, was ordered off the field. 
Major Somerset conveyed the order, and was mortally wounded 
about five minutes afterwards. Mr. Hardinge passed the night 
with Major Brind’s battery, and rejoined the Governor-General 
next morning immediately after the Sikh camp had been carried. 
Prince Waldemar of Prussia and his suite were also desired to 
leave the field, but not before Dr. Hoffmeister had been killed. 

Whilst thus the situation of the British, as far as could be 
known to their leaders, was well nigh desperate,^ there is no 
doubt that the courage and resolution of the .Sikhs had been 
severely tried by the day’s fighting, and had much abated. 
Their position, defended by an artillery greatly superior in 
number and weight of guns to that of their assailants, had 
been stormed at the point of the bayonet ; whilst, as has been 
recorded, the 3rd Dragoons had ridden over and through their 
camp, unchecked by opposition or by obstacles. Such shocks 
are not without their effect, and cannot be sustained with im- 
punity. One result was manifest in the insubordination and 
riot already mentioned. And so it happened that when dawn 
at last appeared, and the one division on the field, which had 
been led forward in the dark close to the edge of the en- 
trenchment, and there lay concealed, arose and delivered its 

* The position of the British was a mind uneq,ual to the situation, 
unnecessarily aggravated by the action ordered several regiments to retire 
of an ofi&cer in the Adjutant-General’s from the field to Eirozpur. The 
Department, who, presumably acting order was obeyed by a considerable 
under some uncontrollable impulse of portion of the force. 
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assault, a success was achieved which decided the result of 
the battle. 

As in the proceedings of the previous day, so in the 
accounts of what took place on the morning of the 22nd, 
differences and discrepancies are to be found. In the de- 
spatches of the Commander-in- Chief, and of Sir H. Hardinge 
as second in command, it is stated that Gough led the right, 
and Hardinge the left ; but Major-Gen. Gilbert has reported 
thus : 

The front of the left of my division was led into action by his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Cliief, and the right by the Eight 
Hon. the Lieut.- Gen. Sir H, Hardinge, and I myself leading her 
Majesty’s 80th Foot ; and notwithstandiiag the advance was made 
under a tremendous fire of heavy guns, the enemy’s entrenchment 
was retaken, battery after battery, at the bayonet’s point.^ 

It is not, perhaps, of much importance to fix precisely the 
posts occupied by the two leaders. Sir Henry Hardinge had* 
sent his son Arthur, the only unwounded member of his Staff, 
with Col. Benson to bring up Sir J. Littler and his division ; 
but the advance was not delayed till they arrived. On hearing 
the firing commence, Capt. Hardinge galloped on and rejoined 
his father, who, with the Commander-in-Chief and the officers 
of their Staff, rode thirty yards in front of the British Ime 
to prevent the men from firing. 

The assault was made on the south face, which was 
carried ; the troops then turned, swept eastwards, keeping the 
village of Firozshah on their left, and emerged victorious on 
the plain to the north. There they were formed in hne, 
and received their two leaders with loud cheers. Many 
standards, seventy-three guns, and the whole Sikh position, 
were in possession of the victors. 

But their work was not yet done. Tej Singh, who com- 
manded the force which threatened Pirozpur, either attracted 
by the cannonade, or more probably informed by some of the 
fugitive Sikhs that the fortune of the day was going against 
them, brought up his army, principally cavalry, and a large 
fi.eld of artillery. By this time Sir J. Littler and Sir Harry 

* Major-Gen. Gilbert’s deBpatoh to 24,1845. War in l7idia : Dsspatch&s 
the Commander-in-Chief, dated Dec. c&c. second edition, 1846, p. 70. 
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Smith, with their men, had joined ; but at no moment waa 
the situation of the British more critical than when Tej 
Singh’s fresh troops drove in our wearied cavalry parties, 
whose horses could not even muster a trot. Our soldiers 
were exhausted and starving : there was no ammunition for 
the guns. Fortunately the Sikh commander did not know to 
what extremity we were reduced. He made a strenuous 
effort to regain the position, was repulsed, but immediately 
renewed the contest, and opened a heavy fire from his artillery. 
Our guns could not reply, but the best that could be done was 
done : a bold front was shown to the enemy, and preparations 
were made indicative of an intention to attack him on either 
flank,^ Meanwhile Tej Singh became aware of the loss and 
carnage which had attended our capture of the position ; and 
considering that an assault when we were the defenders would 
be hopeless, he withdrew his troops, to the intense relief of the 
British leaders.® 

Thus, after a prolonged and determined struggle, which 
had lasted with but little interruption for twenty-four hours, 
the British remained masters of the field, and the Sikhs, de- 
feated but not demoralised, retreated towards the Sutlej. 

The British loss during the twod ays’ fighting amounted 
to 694 killed and 1,721 wounded ,* in all, 2,415 of all ranks. 

This description of the battle of Firozshah has been com- 
piled from many sources, some of which have been accessible to 
the public and others have not. Endeavour has been made to 
omit what is merely conjecture, and to verify the statements 


* Pa;ipers dc. p. 38. 

This is the reason given by Tej 
Singh himself for his inaction, and it 
seems sufficient. G-en. S. A. Abbott 
has recorded the following remarks on 
the subject: ‘It has been said that Tej 
Singh, alarmed by the movement of 
the troops which deserted the field 
the previous evening, thinking it a 
threatening flank movement, desisted 
from the attack ; but he informed the 
writer of these lines, some time after- 
wards, that finding the loss we had 
sustained in capturing the position, as 
evidenced by the numbers slain, he 
gave it up as hopeless when we were 


the defenders.^ (E^sodedc.) This ac- 
count has been recently confirmed by 
Major-Oen. E. Young, B.E., who, being 
present soon after at an interview 
between Henry Lawrence and Tej 
Singh, heard the former ask the latter 
why he withdrew. Tej Singh replied 
as indicated in the text. The retro- 
grade movement of our cavalry and 
some of our artillery on Piroapur, in 
obedience to an unauthorised order, 
may have nevertheless influenced the 
Sardar ; that it did so is believed by 
some whose opportunities for observ- 
ing, and ability to deduce correctly, 
entitle their opinion to consideration. 
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made ; but the difficulty of making a trustworthy and complete 
account of circumstances and movements, in themselves in- 
volved in confusion and obscurity, as well as of reconcihng 
evidence apparently conflicting, is fully realised. 

The sufferings of the troops, both wounded and unwounded, 
may be more easily imagined than described. As far as can 
be ascertained, it would seem that, with the exception of some 
limited refreshment about noon of the 21st, neither food nor 
water which could be used was available till the evening or 
night of the 22nd. A very scanty supply of rum was served 
out durmg the night of the 21st. Dead bodies had been 
thrown into the wells at Firozshah by the Sikhs in order to 
make the water undrinkable. There was no field hospital, 
nor were medical stores, instruments, or appliances proem-able, 
save those attached to regimental hospitals. Capt. Abbott, 
who, though severely wounded, had with great gallantry con- 
tinued to serve wherever he could be useful, has thus de- 
scribed the night of December 22 : 

The Governor-General bivouacked under a tree that night with 
a miserably reduced Staff, of which I was one, desperately hungry. 
But fortunately during the night some refreshments came up. The 
next morning, [the 23rd] I accompanied Sir Henry Hardinge on an 
elephant to Ferozepore. 

There Abbott’s wounds were for the first time attended to ; 
he was laid up for six weeks, during which he was often 
visited by Sir Henry, and ‘ properly supplied with every neces- 
sary by the well-known Buxoo, the head butler.’ The other 
wounded occupants of his tent were Herbert Edwardes and 
Paul Haines, now Sir E. P. Haines, who afterwards became 
Commander-in-Chief in India. 

Of those killed, the foremost place in Sir Henry Hardinge’s 
despatches is assigned to George Broadfoot, because of his offi- 
cial position and the value of his services, political and mili- 
tary. The same compliment may be appropriately paid in this 
book to him whose services form its most prominent feature. 
The paragraphs in which his death is recorded are as follows : 
first in despatch as second in command : 

It is now with great pain that I have to record the irreparable 
loss I have sustained ... in the death of Major Broadfoot, of the 
Madras Army, my Political Agent. He was thrown from his horse 
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by a shot, and I failed in prevailing upon him to leave the field. He 
remounted, and shortly afterwards received a mortal wound. He was 
as brave as he was able in every branch of the political and military 
service.® 

Again, in a letter to the Secret Committee : 

I have now to conclude this despatch by expressing my deep 
concern for the loss, in the action of the 21st instant, of that most 
invaluable officer, Major Broadfoot, my Political Agent for these 
States. He was wounded and thrown off his horse at my side, but 
I failed in prevailing on him to retire. He remounted his horse, 
and shortly afterwards received a mortal wound in leading on the 
troops against the battery in our front; I entertained the highest 
opinion of his abilities. He was second to none in this accomplished 
service, in every qualification by which the political or military 
interests of the Bast India Company could be advanced; and I shall 
be most gratified if, at a season of more leisure, some special mark 
of honour can be conferred, by which hia great merits and glorious 
death may be perpetuated. 

Major George Broadfoot was the last of three brothers, who 
held appointments in the Company’s army, and all these have fallen 
in battle, in the service of their country.'^ 

Brigadier Wallace ‘ fell bravely at the head of his troops.’ 

Major Somerset was mortally wounded about the same time 
that Broadfoot was killed ; he ' was shot through the body, 
conducting himself with the hereditary courage of his race. 
He was always foremost where difficulties required to be 
overcome.’ 

Capt. P. Nicolson, whose name has often appeared in these 
pages, was killed on the 21st in the assault on the western 
face led by Sir J. Littler. The Governor-General has re- 
corded that he ^ was a most able and gallant officer.’ 

The officers of the Agency, Major Broadfoot’s Assistants, 
mentioned in the despatch of the Governor-General to the 
Secret Committee, were Capt. Abbott, Lieut. Lake, Capt. 
Mills, and Mr. Cust ; Mr. Currie’s services as Chief Secretary 
to the Government of India were also warmly acknowledged. 

For a complete list of the officers killed and wounded, or 
specially mentioned, reference must be made to the despatches 
which are printed and available to the public. The selection 

* Papers c^c. p. 45. Despatch of ^ Papers c0d.p. 28. Despatch of the 
Lieut. -G-en. Sir H. Hardinge. Governor-General, dated Dec. 31, 1845, 
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of the names here recorded is not intended to be in any way 
invidious, but is made because of their connection with Major 
Broadfoot, either in the conduct of the business of the Agency, 
or as, for the time, fellow members of the Staff of the Governor- 
General.® 

After the battle the British army marched, to Sultan- 
khanwala, where they destroyed about 80,000 lbs. of gun- 
powder collected by the Sikhs ; and afterwards the head- 
quarters moved towards the Sutlej in the neighbourhood of 
Atari and Butawala, in the direction of Harike. There they 
remained awaiting ammunition and reinforcements. 

Prom Pirozpur the Governor-General issued the usual 
notifications, proclamations, and general orders. 

On Chiistmas Day, 1845, Major Broadfoot’s body, with 
that of Capt. Hore, Assistant Military Secretary, who had 
been killed about the same time and near the same place, was 
brought into Pirozpur, He was buried with military honours, 
the Governor-General and his Staff attending the funeral. 

It is appropriate to record here letters from persons well 
qualified to judge of BroadfooPs character and merits; the 
reader, who has accompanied us so far, can form his own 
estimate of the man as a soldier, as an administrator, and as a 
diplomatist. 

On December 30, Mr. Gust, his Personal Assistant, wrote 
to BroadfooPs only surviving brother as follows : 

Camp, Ferozepore : December 30, 1845. 

My dear Sir,— It is my painful duty to announce to you the 
death of your brother, Major George Broadfoot, in whose demise I 
have lost a valued and esteemed friend, and the East India Company 
one of their most distinguished and talented servants. Your 
brother’s end was caused by a shot through the heart while ac- 
companying the Governor- General on the battle-field of Ferozshahr 
on December 21. He was first wounded through both thighs, and 
thrown off his horse ; but with that gallantry which distinguished 
him through life, he again mounted his horse, when almost imme- 
diately he was pierced through the heart and arm, and fell dead. 
His remains were brought in and buried with the usual honours at 
Ferozepore, in the presence of the Governor- General. 

® Capt. Herries and Capt. Munro, Staff were killed or wounded exce pt 

both A.D.C,, were killed at Mudki. Capt. Arthur Hardinge. 

Capt. Hore at Firozehah, All the 
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Everyone bears testimony to the singular talents, and noble and 
Iieroie character, that distinguished your lamented brother ; but it 
remains to those who knew him intimately as I did, to speak of his 
kindness of heart, his benevolence, his wonderful and almost mh- 
versal information. I have lived with him as his private secretary 
for more than a year, and have sincerely to regret his loss, both in 
a public and private view. 


Yours &c. Eobeet Gust. 

The Governor-General wrote thus to Mr. Alexander 
Broadfoot ; 

Camp, Ferozpoor: January 1, 1816. 

My dear Sir, — You and I have sustained an irreparable loss. 

Your able and distinguished brother fell by a grape shot in the 
battle of Ferozshah on December 21 , whilst bravely animating the 
troops to do their duty. The first shot threw him off his horse by 
my side. I in vain entreated him to retire. His invincible courage 
induced him to remount, and he was killed as we took the batter 
in our front. 

I caused him to be brought in here and buried in the military 
burial ground ; my chaplain and all of us, who admired and esteemed 
him, attending at this last mournful ceremony. 

His abilities were of the highest order ; and in all the relations 
of life, whether public or private, the force of his character was 
felt and appreciated. 

In my despatch to the Committee of the E.I.C. I have expressed 
my sentiments of my late friend. I send you a copy. If ever I 
should have the felicity of making your acquaintance, I should be 
most happy to express to you how sincerely I was attached to him. 

I never can replace him. I remain tfec. 

H. Hardinue. 

And again ; • 

Camp, Ferozpoor : January 13, 1846. 

My dear Sir, — My invaluable friend, your late brother, being an 
officer on the Madras Establishment, I wrote a letter to the Marquis 
of Tweeddale, desiring that the services of Major Broadfoot might 
be noticed in a general order to be published to the whole of the 
Madras Army, to which he belonged. 

Scarcely a day passes in the midst of these stirring scenes which 
does not forcibly remind me of the loss the service has sustained in 
your admirable brother. 

The Arab on which he was mounted has had two bullets ex- 
tracted, and will recover. I am now the owner of the animal, and 

D 0 
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with care lie will be fit to be ridden, and always be a protected 
favourite of my stnd.^ 

Mr. Oust ’^l have written to yon on matters relating to your 
brother’s afiairs. Beheve me &c. 

H. Haedinge. 

The general order referred to, dated January 10, 1846, is 
as follows : 

Sir, — I am directed by the Governor- General to state, for the in- 
formation of the Most Noble the Governor in Council of Fort Saint 
George, that in the battle fought at Ferozshah, on December 21, 
Brevet Major Broadfoot, C.B., of the 34th Eegiment, Madras Army, 
was killed in action. 

2. The Governor-General desires me to observe, that the career 
of this brave officer had been so highly distinguished during the 
Afghan 'war, and in the defence of Jellalabad, and now so gloriously 
closed in the hour of victory (for he fell in the enemy’s camp, which 
had been carried), that he deems it his duty to the Madras Army to 
cause the circumstances under which he died to be promulgated for 
the satisfaction of that army, 

3. Major Broadfoot’s remarkable intelligence had induced the 
Governor-General, in the latter end of 1844, to appoint him to be 
his Political Agent on the North-Western Frontier. In the per- 
formance of this very arduous duty, he on all occasions evinced 
great ability and judgment. 

4. In reportmg the death of this most able officer to the home 
authorities, the Governor- General has expressed his sense of hia 
merits in the following words. . . 

6. Major Broadfoot’s remains were laid in the burial ground 
of this cantonment, by the side of Sir Bobert Sale’s and Major 
Somerset’s, with the military honours due to his rank ; the Governor- 
General and his Staff, and the civil authorities, attending the 
funeral. 

6. The Governor-General deeply regrets the loss which the 
public service has sustained by the death of this distinguished 
officer. I have &c. 

J. Stuaet, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Secretary to the Government of India, Military BejpartmenL 

» Sir Henry’s son, the present Lord withers. He was kept in the Gover- 
Hardinge, has remarked : ‘ I often rode nor-GeneraPs stable till he left India.’ 
thishoraemyself; so did the Governor- ^ The quotation is omitted, as it 

General, who was very fond of him. has already been made. See page 
The shot passsd clean through the 399. 
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Lieut, ~CoL H. Havelock to Miss Broadfoot, 

Simla : October 30, 1846. 

My clear Miss Broadfoot, — Three or four days ago your letter of 
the 5th ultimo reached me, and I cannot describe the emotion with 
which I received a communication from one so near to my lost and 
ever lamented friend. How often, in my evening rides at this place, 
do I look up as I pass it at the house on a lofty eminence which 
George Broadfoot occupied last year, and almost expect to see his 
well-known figure pacing his favourite verandah ; and then when I 
awake to the reality of my loss, with how heavy a heart do I move on 
around the mountain, kept back from the sin of repining only by the 
remembrance of God’s presence, of the innumerable comforts and 
blessings with which my cup still overflows, and of the necessity of 
calmly acquiescing in the inscrutable decrees of Providence, which, 
though painful and seemingly severe, are assuredly benevolent and 
wise ! 

I rejoice indeed to hear of the pensions granted to you and your 
sister, as a tribute of respect to the memory of dear Broadfoot. 
Lord Hardinge told me a few days before that this arrangement had 
been or would be made. His Lordship’s regard for your brother, 
my lamented friend, was perfectly enthusiastic. To love and admire 
him, indeed, it was only necessary to understand, and not to envy ; 
but to compass these two was a difficulty too great for small men 
and bad men ; and you will conceive that we are not exempt from the 
plague of selfish sciolists ^ in India any more than in other countries. 

I have been attempting a memoir of my friend, to be published 
either in the paper called the ‘ Friend of India ’ or the ‘ Calcutta 
Eeview.’ A part of it is already in type ; and I took some extracts 
from the journal to aid me. I have felt, indeed, at every step that 
the time, as you observe, was not yet come to speak plainly about 
Jellalabad, whilst regarding Maulmain my information was deficient. 
However, if my sketch is only finished, it shall, I will take care, be 
sent to you, and I think I must venture then to ask of you to aid 
me with facts to enable me to write more fully at some future period. 
You will not find the journals when they reach you very ample, for the 
entries in them were evidently made in great haste in two small books, 
. . . There is attached, however, a very valuable memorandum of the 
proceedings of the council of war at Jellalabad, in which I may say 
your brother George’s firmness mainly contributed to the salvation 
of Sale’s force. Of this he had previously sent me a copy. The 
most valuable pages in the journal are those which contain a record 

» This word is doubtful ; the original is difllcult to read. 

n u 2 
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of Broadfoot’s own views during the blockade of Jellalabad, wbich 
are clear and convincing, at times almost prophetic. . . . 

Believe me &c. 

H. Havelock. 

Lord Ellenhorough to Miss Broadjoot, 

(Extract.) Southam House : April 12, 1846. 

Madam, — I have read with the most sincere interest, but with 
much pain, your letter. . . . 

You must well know the personal regard as well as the public 
confidence I reposed in your brother. 

Of the seven officers who had been on my personal staff and were 
present in the late battles, four were killed and three were wounded ; 
of these, one, I fear, mortally ; but deeply as I lament the misfortunes 
of all of them, I feel that on pubhc grounds I must give my greatest 
sorrow to the fate of your brother ; while I know at the same time 
that I lost in him one of the truest friends I made in India, where 
I hope I made many. 

Time will, I trust, give tranquillity of mind to you and your 
sister ; but the loss you have sustained is in all respects irreparable. 

I beg you to believe me &c. 

Ellenboeough. 

On Monday, March 2, 1846, Major Broadfoot’s death was 
recorded as a public calamity in both Houses of Parliament. 
The following are extracts from the speeches in which the 
thanks of Parliament were conveyed to the Army of the Sutlej. 
There is an inaccuracy in the Earl of Eipon’s speech, but it h 
of little consequence. Broadfoot had held the post of Ageni 
for about fourteen months only, not for two years and a half 
but he had previously acquired considerable knowledge of th( 
country and of some of the leading men. 

In the House of Lords, the Earl of Eipon, after bearinf 
testimony to the value of the services of the Governor-General 
the Commander-in-Chief, and the Army of the Sutlej gene 
rally, and after deploring the loss of Sir Eobert Sale anc 
Sir J. McCaskill, proceeded to say : 

There was another individual who fell in this action, whom ! 
cannot help noticing, even if it should appear to he somewhat in 
vidious to do so, because it is impossible to mention all who feU oi 
this occasion: I mean Major Broadfoot, one who has' singula 
demands upon our respect and gratitude, as a political servant o 
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the Company, as well as in his military capacity. He hadbeeist^ 
years and a half Political Agent of the Co vernor- General in 
quarters, and performed his duties in a manner which won for him 
universal respect and admiration. He knew the country and he 
loiew the people, and of all men was perhaps the most fitted to be 
employed in so delicate and difficult a mission. Admirably, how- 
ever, as he performed his civil duties, he did not forget what be- 
longed to his military character. If he had any fault, it was that of 
being too forward. ITe was always first in the fray, and in this in- 
stance he paid the penalty of his gallant character. The tribute 
paid to him by the Governor- General is no more than is just and 
deserved ; and though I have no right to panegyrise him as an 
officer, yet, knowing what he has done in his political character, I 
thought I was bound to notice the irreparable loss which we have 
sustained by the death of that individual. 

In the House of Commons, in his speech on the same 
subject, Sir Eobert Peel said : , 

We have, Sir, also to deplore the loss of Sir J. McCaskill, to whom 
a brief but touching testimony of approbation is borne in the de- 
spatch of the Commandor-in- Chief, as well as one of the most eminent 
men in the civil and military services of India — Major Eroadfoot. 
In that gentleman the highest confidence was placed by everyone 
who came in contact with him. He obtained the applause of every 
civil and military authority in the country, and his prudence and skill 
as a civilian were only equalled by his ardour and bravery in the field. 
He was, I believe, the last of three brothers, all of whom have died in 
the service of their country on the field of battle. Major Broadfoot 
was present with Sir B. Sale during the siege of Jellalabad, and 
took a most conspicuous part in its defence. It is mournful, Sir, 
that we should have to deplore the loss in the same conflict of two 
gallant men so devoted to their country’s service as Sir R. Sale and 
Major Broadfoot. 

The following letter from the Earl of Eipon to Miss 
Broadfoot has an interest because it is from the person to 
whom Major Broadfoot’s secret reports were submitted in 
the ordinary course of business- He was therefore specially 
qualified to pronounce an opinion on the value of the Agent's 
services. 

Putney Heath : April 14, 1846. 

Madam,— I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 
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8tli inst., and beg you will accept my grateful thanks for the manner 
in which you have expressed yourself in respect to what was stated by 
me in the House of Lords regarding your lamented brother. I can 
claim no other merit in having so spoken of him than that of having 
spoken the literal truth : and the manner in which my observations 
were received by the House satisfied me that those to whom they 
were addressed fully sympathised with my own feelings. 


I have no right to intrude upon you, or other of Major Broad- 
foot’s family, with my personal condolence. But next to those 
higher sources of consolation to which you refer, it must be grate- 
ful to you to know the universal admiration and respect in which 
Major Broadfoot’s memory is held, not merely by those who knew 
him, but by the public at large. No one not connected with his 
family can entertain those feehngs more strongly than I do. 

Ilaave&c. 


Over Broadfoo^’a grave at Firozpur his friend Colin Mac- 
kenzie caused a stone to be placed, on which there is a brief 
inscription, in which he is termed ‘the foremost man in India.’ 
Exception has, not unnaturally perhaps, been taken to the 
expression ; the benevolent ascribing it to the well-known 
enthusiastic admiration of his friend. But the opinion there 
expressed was shared by many well qualified to judge. It 
might be less briefly but more accurately defined thus : that 
Broadfoot, in the eminence of services rendered, and the bril- 
liant promise of services to come, had distanced all com- 
petitors of his own standing, and had passed the greater 
number of his seniors. 

Amongst those who appear to have concurred with Colin 
Mackenzie in his estimation of Eroadfoot’s value, may be 
mentioned Sir Henry Havelock and Sir Herbert Edwardes. 
The former was by nature rather cold and prudent than en- 
thusiastic, and therefore what he has said on the subject is 
entitled to weight. 

In 1848, in seconding an address to Sir George Clerk in 
Bombay, Havelock said : 

Now, of the defenders of Jellalabad, Sir Kobert Sale, Col. 
Bennie, and greater than either — greater than any and all that 
fought for the defence of that old wall — Major George Broadfoot 
are in their soldiers’ graves. 
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Further, in a letter dated March 9, 1849, he remarked : 

To my youngest son, born in June 1847, I have ventured to give 
the names of George Broadfoot. If he lives to look upon a battle- 
field, surely his heart will not fail him when he thinks of this prefix 
to his father’s designation.^ 

And again on June 5, 1856, in a letter to this son ; 

I have just returned from the tomb of the great man after whom 
you are named — Major George Broadfoot. He is called in the 
inscription on it, from the pen of his friend Colin Mackenzie, ‘ tlie 
foremost man in India,’ and truly in intellect and resolution he 
was.'^ 

Sir Herbert Edwardes was a younger man than Broadfoot, 
Havelock was older. The younger man thus wrote after a 
description of the battle of Firozshah : 

Foremost among the dead, as he was for ever foremost among 
the living, let us weep over Geouoe Broadfoot, with whose life 
there left this earth one of the noblest spirits that ever lit upon it. 
Alas, that even the memory of such a man should not be sacred 
from slander, calumny, and lies — lies as black as his name was 
fair / . . . 

A more honourable man than George Broadfoot never lived. . . . 
Whatever may have been Lord Ellenborough’s deficiencies, he was 
undoubtedly possessed of that keen insight into character which is, 
to statesmen and governors, a diviner's rod, 

A civil reformer was wanted in Maulmain: Broadfoot was 
selected ; and scarcely were the abuses of a corrupt administration 
in those provinces cleared away, than he was chosen to suc- 
ceed Coh Eichmond in the important charge of the North-West 
Frontier. A higher compliment could not have been paid by the 
Government than in thus calling him from one extremity of the 
Empire to another. The nature of our relations with the Punjab at 
this crisis has been fully entered into at the commencement of this 
article ; and the ‘ Papers laid before Parliament ’ supply us with 
abundant evidence, and indeed the most repeated and solemn 
assurances, that the course which Sir H. Hardinge wished to steer 
through that stormy sea was the one which promised most effectually 
to maintain ^eace. The danger is throughout admitted to be great ; 
fears even are anxiously confessed that war cannot be avoided ; but 
jpeucc is declared to be the Governor-General’s jpolicy, and for its 


® Memoirs of Sir H, Eaveloch <&c. p. 167 * 


* Ibid. p. 215. 
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preservation the Governor- General is ready to incur the reproach of 
infatuation and neglect, to sacrifice everything except the national 
honour. When, therefore, this same Governor-General, who has 
staked all on peace, finds himself plunged in war — and that war 
threatenhig to embarrass his whole administration if not endanger 
the very stability of the Empire — it would have been only too con- 
sistent with weak human nature, and especially hard, ungrateful, 
statesman nature^ if he had at once thrown the whole blame of the 
frustration of his policy on the incapacity or treachery of the Agent 
who should have carried it out. That that Agent was dead, would 
only have made the plan more feasible, and surprised us less ; for 
it is astonishing how uncomplainingly the dead bear the burdens of 
the living ! Sir Henry Hardinge, however, was too true a soldier 
to ask any man to fight his battles ; and he pronounced over Broad- 
foot’s tomb — or rather over his grave, for those were not the days 
of tombs — that remarkable eulogy, that ‘ he zuas second to none in 
this accomiolished serviced No man can read that passage of Sir 
Henry Hardinge’s despatch, wherein he laments the untimely death 
of his Agent, and expresses his determination ‘ at a season of more 
leisure to confer some special mark of honour, by which his great 
merits and glorious death may be perpetuated,’ without a full con- 
viction that it came from the heart, and was written of one who 
had done his duty ably and conscientiously to the Government Let 
those, therefore, who are not behind the scenes, and have no means 
of judging what Broadfoot either did or did not) who have no 
access to public documents, and who could possibly know nothing 
of a man who had no confidant in State affairs ; reflect for a moment 
on what is implied in the charge of ‘ forcing on the war,’ and pause 
ere they vilify the memory which the Governor-General of India 
and the Prime Minister of England have dehghted to honour.® 

These observations might well have been kept in mind by 
some who have undertaken to write the history of those times. 
In some cases the accusation was made through ignorance, 
in others from causes of a different character ; but it is trusted 
that the papers now published form a complete reply, and may 
be held to entirely refute the charge. 

The opinion of Broadfoot's character held by an older and 
by a younger man have been expressed : the sentiments of 
the Governor- General, who was Broadfoot immediate official 
superior, are declared in the following extracts : the first is from 
a letter to Mr. Alexander Broadfoot, dated May 18, 1846. 

® Calcutta Review, No. xi. vok vi. art. vi. pp. 282-284. 
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I shall never cease to regret the loss of your excellent brother, 
on my own and the public account. He united a greater variety of 
admirable qualities than any other officer I have met with in the 
Indian Army. 

The nest is from a letter to Miss Broadfoot : 

Great Stanhope Street : July 4, 1849. 

... All your excellent brother’s letters will bear the severest 
scrutiny in proof of the integrity and judgment with which all hia 
political and diplomatic duties were transacted, his private letters 
always confirming his public acts ; and though written at moments 
of great fatigue, sliow in every line the energy and ability of his 
superior mind. I accidentally perused a memoir of his on J ellalabad, 
which induced me to come to the decision that he was the ablest 
man I could select for the most difficult station ; and had his ardent 
courage been of a less heroic stamp, he might have refrained from 
further conflict after his first wound, which threw him off his horse 
by my side. But, guided by his noble courage, as long as he could 
sit liis horse he felt he could be useful at a most critical moment of 
the battle ; and at the close of the assault on the enemy’s batteries 
he received liis mortal wound at the very moment of our success. 

There was a project of building a church at Ferozpoor when I 
loft India, which I hope will shortly be carried into execution, on 
the inside walls of which I have ordered a tablet in gun-metal to 
' be erected as a testimonial of my personal friendship for the dear 
frieiid wo have lost. 

You are aware that the E.I.C. feol the greatest difficulty in laying 
down any rule by which seloctions could be determined upon for 
raising public monuments at their expense to the memory of officers 
dying in their service. 

In your brave brother’s instance the monument ordered by the 
officers of the Madras Army will, however, be an honourable and 
lasting testimonial to his fame ; whilst my more humble tribute, as 
a personal friend, will, on every Sabbajili day, remind every young 
officer of the meritorious life and heroic death of the most accom- 
plished officer of the Indian Army, near the spot where I attended 
his burial after the battle of Ferozshahur. 

I will not dwell oh this subject. The perpetuation of his fame 
will be secured in the Presidency, and near the spot where he devoted 
his life to his country ; and in Madras, which army can claim the 
honour of lending ]3roadfoot to Bengal, his memory will survive 
as long as the British power in India. 

Yours (fee. 


Hardinge. 
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Two more expressions of Havelock’s opinion seem worthy 
of record here. The first is to Mrs. Anderson, a distant con- 
nection of the Broadfoot family. 

George Broadfoot was my most intimate friend. Our intimacy 
was not indeed of long duration, for it began in the defile of Khoord 
Cabool, and ended on the bloody field of Ferozeshahur. But I not 
only ever regarded him, and think him still, a giant in intellect and 
resolution amongst ordinary men, but I was attracted in a manner 
which I should in vain attempt to describe, by the truthfulness of 
his mind, the largeness and tenderness of his heart, and the more 
than Boman self-devotion of his character. 

The other is a quotation from the ‘ Memoirs of Sir H. 
Havelock.’ 

In the annals of British India . . . there is no name more 
illustrious than that of George Broadfoot. Havelock, his bosom 
friend, remarks of him : ‘ No person of common discernment could 
have enjoyed opportunities of knowing him intimately without per- 
ceiving that he was eminently, as old Paoli described the youthful 
Napoleon, “ one of Plutarch’s men,” a man formed, if his life had 
been spared, to play a leading part in great events, and astonish 
those who gazed around and after him, by the vigour and grasp of 
his iutellect, his natural talent for war and policy, his cool and 
sound judgment, his habit and powers of generahsation, his moral 
courage and personal intrepidity, and his uncompromising love of 
truth.’ ^ 

Sir Henry Lawrence, who succeeded Broadfoot on the 
frontier, and who could not be correctly described as his 
enthusiastic admirer, has recorded that he ‘ had no equal on 
the frontier, and perhaps few in India.’ ^ 

These opinions and estimates of Eroadfoot’s character 
and ability, held by distinguished men, having been freely 
quoted, there is no necessity to add further praise, which 
might, moreover, he attributed to exaggeration not unnatural 
under the circumstances. 

As an acknowledgment of his services the Court of Direc- 
tors continued the allowance of 200L a year which he had 
made to his two tmmarried sisters. 

The following letter from Sir Henry Hardinge to the Earl 

® Marshman’s Life of Havelock, Calcutta lReview,'^o,'rfi.yo\,'min 

p. 80, art. vi. note, p. 476. 
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of Ellenboroiigh is full of interest : it was written on the eighth 
day after the battle, whilst recollection was fresh. 

Camp, Eerozpoor ; December 30, 1845. 

My dear Lord Ellenborough, — The despatches will inform you 
that the Sikhs have crossed the Sutlege in great force, that we 
moved up the Umballa force to support Eerozpoor, and that we have 
fought a very severe battle, driving the enemy out of his entrenched 
position defended by 60,000 men and 108 pieces of cannon, of which 
we have now 91 pieces in the fort here. No accident or disaster 
has occurred, and the enemy is now on the other side of the river. 

As far back as November 15 the Sikhs began to assemble their 
forces. Major Broadfoot demanded explanations ; no answer was 
sent. The army was held in readiness to move ; the accounts of 
the Sikh preparations perpetually varied, and all our best politicians 
decided that the Sikhs would nevep cross the river. I reached 
Umballa on the 2nd, and dismissed the Lahore Vakeel until he 
should bring with him some explanation in reply to Major Broad- 
foot’s remonstrance, considering his residence improper whilst his 
Court continued to treat the Political Agent’s letter with disregard. 
On the 6th I marched towards Loodiana. No infantry or artillery 
had moved from Lahore, and the movement appeared to be much 
the same as similar demonstrations had been in 1843 and 1844. 
However, we were prepared with 4,000 camels, and Broadfoot had 
laid in supplies on the routes by which the troops, if required, would 
have to march. 

On December 8, I ordered the Umballa forces to move forward, 
and also those from Meerut, because the preparations of cattle and 
artillery stores indicated some larger movement than usual. Still 
no aggression had been committed. The Sildis had a right to mov 
to their bank of the river, and the only act of hostility was in f 
silence of the Durbar in affording no explanation. On the 11th 
were in full march. On the 13th I heard the enemy had err' 
the river, followed by infantry and artillery. 

When our force came near Loodiana, I galloped over, inr 
the fort, and ordered the Brigadier to be ready to march in 
four hours with all his force on Bussian, restricting our d 
the fort, and leaving in it the old and infirm men. Tr 
or even three regiments in such a defenceless cantonme 
to me to be an encouragement to an active enemy to cn* 
off. I therefore took every regiment, drafting the^* 
into the fort. Brigadier Wheeler marched at once f- 
5,000 infantry, two regiments of cavalry, and twelvr 
Umballa force was one day in his rear, and was l/ 
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a rapid marcli on Moodlcee, wliicli we reached on the 18th, having 
closed up the rear columns as we approached Ferozpoor, we were 
apprised, shortly after our arrival, that the Sikh army was close at 
hand, and intended to attack us. This turned out to be a portion 
of the Sikh army, which, believing our force to be much weaker 
than it was, and that we had not closed up, wished to surprise us. 
We stood to our arms, met the Sikh forces, overthrew them, pursued 
them for three miles in the dark, and captured seventeen guns. 

We had the two hill regiments and two Native Infantry regi- 
ments with some heavy guns one march in our rear ; they joined us 
the following day. 

We then found that the Sikhs had entrenched themselves in a 
camp at Ferozshah, ten miles from Ferozpoor, and ten miles from 
our camp at Moodkee ; that their force was estimated at from 50,000 
to 60,000 men and 108 pieces of cannon. Tej Sing with 20,000 men 
invested Ferozpoor on the side of the ghauts.® It was evident to me 
that no attack would be made on Ferozpoor, hut that the enemy, 
disconcerted by the rapidity of our march, would attempt to intercept 
the UmbaUa force, and fight it separately. 

The troops being much fatigued, we halted the 20th to refresh. 

On that night I wrote to Littler to say we should march by our 
left, avoid the entrenched camp until joined by him, and when 
united attack the enemy. 

We left 2 of Native Infantry at Moodkee to protect our 
womided and the camp equipages ; and we marched at four o’clock 
across the country about 10,000 men and forty pieces of artillery. 
At half-past one o’clock we saw a dense cloud of dust, which proved 
to be Littler with 5,000 iirfantry, two regiments of cavalry, and 
twenty-one guns. The junction was then complete. 

We then moved to the attack of Ferozshah, formed our line, 
arched through a jungle, and, in spite of all obstacles, the centre 

I, which I commanded, carried the enemy’s batteries and that 

'‘of the camp adjoining to the guns. The tumbrils and loose 
er soon set the tents and provender on fire. It was also dark, 
'6 could only hold our ground on the skirts of the burning 
It was impossible to traverse it. I therefore collected the 
made them He down whilst the other portions of the 
mp, about a mile and a half long, continued to fire their 
he infantry being driven out by parties of our men on 
I left. Still the two or three batteries on the farthest 
h camp continued to cannonade us. Littler had been 
‘^extreme left attack ; Smith with the reserve was not 
\e dark ; and the two brigades I had led, and a 

s 

ferries. ® Two regiments were left. 
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portion of the right led by Gough, were the main force on which we 
relied for securing our victory and completing it the next morning 
when daylight should return. We had fired into each other at 
Moodlree, and I determined to run no such risk here. The enemy's 
artillery fired as signals to the Sikhs that the camp still resisted, and 
during the night fresh troops were brought up. Before dawn we 
reformed our men carefully, and having formed our line, supported 
by horse artillery, we moved by our right, Gough taking the right 
and I the centre ; we swept along their whole camp, carrying 
battery after battery without a halt, and then drew up on the out- 
side in an excellent line, the men hurrahing and the regimental 
colours dropping as I and Gough passed along. 

During the night I was obliged to attack the enemy’s batteries 
by a charge of the 80th, in which Wood was wounded. Such was the 
despondency at one time on hearing the Sikhs arrive in the camp 
about midnight, that weak suggestions were made which had better 
be buried in oblivion. Gough came to me on this subject : I at 
once said we must fight it out ; that we should carry the position 
in the morning, or die in the attempt. He cordially concurred, and 
we certainly did it in good style. All my Staff except Arthur had 
been killed or woimded ; but Col. Birch, Col. Parsons, and young 
West and Arthur, were with me. I rode Meanee thirty yards in 
front of the line to prevent our men from firing, and we carried 
everything by the bayonet at one vigorous sweep. 

Thus we settled this afl:air, which the darkness of the preceding 
night, and the sudden explosion of powder, and the burning of the 
camp, had rendered of necessity incomplete. The enemy appeared 
in large force about eight o’clock : we formed in line to oppose 
him. After a cannonade he retired ; again reappeared at eleven, 
and also at three o’clock. Our Native Cavalry did not behave 
well. The body guard very well at Moodkee. The 3rd Dragoons 
on every occasion boliaved admirably, going through everything. 
They come in to-morrow, being very low in numbers from their 
heavy losses. 

The British infantry, as usual, carried the day. I can’t say I 
admire sepoy fighting. . . . 

It is a fine sight to see the seventy-four pieces taken at Perozshah 
in our fort. The seventeen pieces will come in in a few days from 
Moodkee ; we have amongst them the two six-pounders given by 
Lord William Bentinck to Bunjeet Singh. 

My position has been most painful ; I have had to exercise my 
authority very peremptorily ; but I will enter into these matters on 
some future occasion. I am so tired, I have been twice asleep 
whilst attempting to write this letter. 
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When put in orclers as second in command, I made Broadfoot 
and his Assistant my aides-de-camp. I have had five aides-de-camp 
killed and five wounded. The assault of the battery was as hot a 
job as I ever had. 

Poor Broadfoot was struck off his horse. I entreated him to 
retire. He got on his horse, and was shortly afterwards mortally 
wounded. Herries, and Somerset, and Munro, lulled, and a Capt. 
Hore of the Military Secretary Department. The reports are that 
the Siklis lost 4,000 men. Our loss in killed and wounded is 2,200 ; 
the killed nearly half the wounded, attributable to its being an 
artillery battle. 

This repubhcan army has more vigour and resolution in it than 

any with which we have yet had to contend. I have great doubts 

whether we can cross this season. I cannot tell you the anxiety of 

watching every movement made for fear of some fatal mistake. It 

is cruel. Ever &c. tt tt 

±1. Haedinge, 


Eeference is made in this letter to losses at Mudki from 
regiments firing into each other. This was not wholly avoided 
at Eirozshah ; in the confusion, smoke, and darkness, regi- 
ments behind did unfortunately fire into those in front. 

It will have been noticed that Sir Henry was unfavourably 
impressed with sepoy fighting. Dr. Maegregor, in describing 
the battle, has made some admirable remarks on the differences 
of constitution between the European and the native soldier. 
The latter, though more abstemious, collapses sooner than the 
former if deprived of food and water : at Eirozshah many 
had reached that stage ; soon after, when the sepoys fought, 
properly fed, alongside of Europeans at Sobraon, they fully 
maintained their reputation for courage and gallantry, and 
Sir Henry was not slow in recognising the fact. 

The news of these battles reached England towards the 
end of February before the despatches arrived. The Govern- 
ment and people were greatly gratified by the successes, and 
especial weight was given to the fact that the Sikh aggression 
was unprovoked, that the war was on our part a strictly 
defensive one, and that no desire of conquest nor want of 
extreme forbearance had occasioned the rupture. The de- 
spatches arrived on February 23, when the Park and Tower 
guns announced the victories to the public. The news was 
thus commented on : 
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The annals of Ladia do not record any acts of war more impor- 
tant in their hearing upon the great interests and security of our 
Empire, or more honourable to those brave men by whom the vic- 
tory has been achieved. 

Of Sir Henry Hardinge it was recorded that whatever of 
energy, foresight, skilful combination, and prudence, could be 
expected in a person filling his high situation, had been through- 
out and without ceasing manifested by him. 

Entire approbation of the whole of his conduct, from the 
time when he first arrived in the North-West Provinces and 
had an opportunity of ascertaining the state of affairs at 
Lahore, was expressed. He was considered to have been 
right in pursuing to the very last the pacific policy which he 
had, from the commencement, adopted as the leading principle 
of his conduct in respect to the Sikh Government. 

He was justified in abstaining from making any forward 
military movement beyond such as were necessary for defence. 
This course could not fail to deprive the Sikh Government 
of any ground for ascribing hostile intentions to the British 
Government ; such were always disclaimed, and never enter- 
tained by the Governor-General. 

The steps taken were considered to be admirably suited to 
meet the crisis and to repel the danger. 

The concentration of the Loodiana force with that from Umballa 
at the point of Bussian, which placed him in a condition to move 
forward without hesitation to the relief of Ferozpore, and the skill 
and judgment with which, after the action near Moodkee, he directed 
the operations of the anny with a view to a junction with the force 
under Sir J, Littler, deserve the highest praise for promptitude and 
accuracy of combination. 

This march completely paralysed the Sikh army. They could 
no longer hope to take Ferozpore without previously obtaining a 
great victory in a general action ; and they were at once reduced to 
the necessity of acting upon the defensive. 

By the victories ‘ the doubts and fears of the wavering had 
been dispelled ; the confidence and zeal of our friends con- 
firmed ; and the conviction of our superior power established 
amongst all. Such are the immediate results of this brilliant 
opening of the campaign/ ^ 


* MS. records. 
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This forms a very complete approval of the Governor- 
General’s policy, and of his conduct of the -war in concert 
■with the Commander-m-Chief. It would appear, however, 
that the fuU severity of the struggle, the temporary prostration 
of the -victors in consequence, and the resources and stubborn 
energy of the vanquished, were not at first fully reahsed. 

The very heavy losses we had sustained at Mudki and 
I’irozshah, and the inaction afterwards, led very natmally to 
severe criticism. They were facts not to be disputed ; and 
from them the critics, according to their nature, abilities, 
and mformation, made inferences, some no doubt sound, but 
others entirely wrong. 

The poHcy of the Governor- General, and the Agent by 
whom it was carried out, were assailed. It was inferred that 
the Governor-General, having received pacific instructions 
from England, obeyed them with slavish fear, to the neglect 
of the safety and honour of our arms. It was also inferred 
that the conduct of the business of the Agency was such as to 
provoke war rather than to maintain peace. That there is 
no just ground for these inferences is, we trust, clear to the 
careful reader of the evidence furnished in this work. Both 
the Governor-General and the Agent, following implicitly the 
policy and opinion declared by Lord Ellenborough, desired 
beyond everything to maintain the Sikh power in the Punjab, 
as the best possible barrier for British India agauist Afghan- 
istan and the other Musalman states. In order to effect this, 
forbearance was carried, as the Agent had plainly reported, to 
the verge of danger. This policy was defeated by the Sikh 
army, which, inverting the usual order, exacted obedience from 
its officers, and dictated to the Government. The pay of the 
soldiers was doubled, whilst the supply of money to meet the 
increase was neglected. The result was inevitable : as the ex- 
haustion of the treasury became imminent, it followed that the 
soldiers must either go without pay, or help themselves from 
the treasure of their neighbours. They preferred the latter 
alternative, and believed in their ability to plunder and sack 
the country as far as Delhi ; and this belief was adroitly made 
use of by the Darbar to relieve themselves from a pressure 
which had become intolerable. It is quite unnecessary to 
seek for more remote causes of war, or to advance inferences 
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for which there was no foundation beyond the assertions of 
personal opinion. 

Another and more plausible accusation is, that with the 
evidence and information in their possession, the Grovernor- 
General and his advisers committed a grave error of judgment 
in believing to the last that the Sikhs would not, as an army, 
cross the Sutlej and fight. 

It is easy to be wise after the event. We must recollect 
that the Sikhs had before, more than once, made similar 
demonstrations, but had invariably, from one cause or another, 
retired without actually violating the frontier. The Governor- 
General and the political officers, conscious that they were 
strainmg every nerve to maintain peace, believed that their 
efforts now, as before, might succeed. They might justifiably 
doubt whether the Sikh army in full force would be mad 
enough to cross the river and involve itself in a struggle which 
must ultimately end in the destruction of the power of one or 
other of the combatants. Prom all that can be gathered in 
the course of a careful examiiration of extensive private as 
well as public correspondence, the fact seems to be, that, 
though striving to maintain peace, the Governor- General and 
his advisers were aware that war was more or less imminent ; 
but it was hoped to the last that, for the present at least, it 
might possibly be prevented. 

This being so, the preparations for the defence of the 
frontier, commenced with such commendable forethought by 
Lord Ellenborough, were continued with increased vigour, as 
circumstances seemed to demand, by Sir Henry Hardinge. 
These, it will be observed, were for defensive, not offensive, 
war ; and they were carried on as quietly and unostentatiously 
as possible, to avoid alarming the Sikhs, and thereby pre- 
cipitating the crisis which it was desired to avert. Never- 
theless they were real and effective. When Lord Ellenborough 
left, the available strength on the whole frontier, exclusive of 
the hill stations, whose garrisons were unchanged, amounted 
to 17,612 men and sixty-six guns ; when war broke out, 
40,523 men and ninety-four guns were available. Even with 
this, we now know, the margin of safety was dangerously 
approached. 

It has been shown that the policy and the measures of 
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the Governor- General and his Agent were criticised by some : 
others condemned the military conduct of the campaign. 
They asserted that, though we were victorious, our battles 
were gained at an unnecessary sacrifice, and the impetuosity 
of the Commander-in- Chief was blamed. 

The time when this question can be fully sifted has, per- 
haps, scarcely arrived. Till all documents bearing on the 
matter can be examined, and possibly made public, it would 
be manifestly premature to pronounce a final opinion. Those 
who hold that the Commander-in-Chief was free from blame, 
urge that the political necessities of the case were permitted 
by the Governor- General to overrule prudent military pre- 
paration. They further consider that the Governor- General 
made a mistake in not accepting the Commander-in- Chiefs 
proposal to attack Firozshah before Littler’s force joined. 
Much might be urged for and against the proposal ; for the 
present purpose, however, it is enough to record that the 
Governor- General, himself an experienced soldier, deliberately 
rejected it as introducing an avoidable element of danger. 

It has been recorded, that after Mudki the Governor- 
General tendered his services as second in command of the 
army. 

This arrangement has been praised and condemned. 
Generally, perhaps, the praise has pu'evailed. The exigency 
was great, and, in the present instance, it may have been 
the simplest solution of a delicate matter. 

At the same time the objections appear stronger than the 
advantages. The Governor-General is entrusted with powers in- 
volving responsibility from which no act of his own can set him 
free. By accepting any subordinate position he merely makes 
the exercise of these powers, should the necessity arise, more 
difficult and invidious. This view appears to have been held 
by the English Government. They recognised the emergency 
of the moment, and the great immediate advantage of the 
course taken ; but as a question of principle, and with a view 
to the future, they were of opinion that : 

It is impossible that we should not feel that it might be productive 
of serious inconvenience, if not injury, to the public service, if the 
political head of the Government, who has to decide upon the 
objects for the attainment of which the military means of the 
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Government are to be applied, should, in the application of those 
means, and in the endeavour to attain those objects, serve in a 
subordinate military capacity.^ 

The war in progress was one of no ordinary nature ; the 
warlike spirit of the Sikhs, their great military resources and 
geographical position, gave to it an unusual importance, and 
caused it to be attended with unusual risk. It was possible 
that at one moment military operations would have to be 
subordinated to political considerations, whilst at another 
these would have to give way to military necessity. Hence 
it was desirable, in a case like the present one, that the 
conduct of the civil and military affairs should lie entrusted to 
one person ; ‘ and that individual can obviously be no other 
than the Governor-General of India.’ 

It was pointed out that this arrangement did not imply 
want of confidence cither in the provisional successor to the 
Governor-General, or in the Commander -in-Chief or other 
military ofiicera ; but was a special arrangement to suit special 
circumstances. 

One other matter should he noticed here. In certain de- 
scriptions of the battles it has been thought necessary to infer 
and assert treachery on the part of the Sikh leaders, Eaja 
Lai Singh and Sardar Tej Singh, to account for the success 
of the British, rather than, as would seem sufficient, to attri- 
bute it to the valour and self-devotion of our brave soldiers. 
The latter has at any rate the advantage of being a fact, 
whilst the former is an inference formed on no sufficient basis 
that we have been able to discover. It would have been, ac- 
cording to our ideas, natural enough in a Sikli historian to 
excuse failure by alleging treachery on the part of their leaders ; 
yet the old Sikhs, immediately after the events, as is recorded 
by Col. Lawrence, and some years later, as we can testify, 
never put forward any such accusation. They were not as a 
nation, and assuredly they had no cause to be, ashamed of the 
result of measuring their young strength with ours in its 
maturity. They have since, alongside of us and under our 
banners, given ample proof of steadiness in danger equal to 
that of any troops in the world. 
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Now, whilst the men, the Khalsa, did not accuse their 
officers of treachery, the officers, on the other hand — and this 
seems a strong argument — did not, when we prevailed, claim 
any reward for supposed treacherous conduct. On the con- 
trary, like their men, they were rather disposed to boast of 
their deeds. 

And further, it should be clearly understood, all assertions 
to the contrary notwithstanding, that the Khalsa was supreme 
throughout the campaign. The soldiers, through their pan- 
chayats, ruled not only their officers, but the State. They 
could make war or peace. With the men unanimous, the 
leaders, even if so inclined, had no chance of employing suc- 
cessful treachery. They could gain over no serious number 
of the Sikh army with which, at the critical moment, they 
might desert to the British. As little did they dare at Firoz- 
shah to propose that the Sikhs should leave their entrench- 
ments and fight the British in the open, or make any military 
movement which would have the effect of weakening the 
defence. In the temper of the men at the time, either pro- 
posal, or even a suspicion that either was entertained, would 
have led to a prompt execution of the leader who had thus 
rendered himself obnoxious. 

These considerations seem ample to dispose of the oft 
repeated assertion of treachery ; but in order to ascertain as 
far as possible how it arose, and upon what it was based, con- 
siderable inquiry has been made. The result appears to show 
that the accusation was first made from the Sikh side, by one 
of the European adventurers in the Sikh service; and Tej 
Singh, rather than Lai Singh, is selected as the chief culprit, 
though all the officers are considered to have been implicated. 
No clear evidence of treachery is adduced ; the accusation is 
based on speeches said to have been made by the men to 
their leaders, of which the authenticity is, to say the least, 
doubtful ; so much so that the author who published them 
remarked that many of the stories attributing treachery and 
cowardice to Tej Singh were not to be implicitly believed.^ 
Treachery is further inferred from the conduct of the cam- 
paign ; but, unfortunately for the value of this inference, it is 
in other parts of the work clearly shown that the regimental 
* Carmichael Smyth’s History dc. pp, 180-184. 
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panchayats ruled, and that the officers were more or less 
cipher 

The charge is repeated Muth much greater weight in 
Cunningham’s 'History of the Sikhs.’ Capt. Cunningham 
appears to have based it mainly on inference, thus : the de- 
struction of the Khalsa army meant the salvation of the 
chiefs ; the leaders, therefore, desired nothing more than that 
the British should prevail, and consequently he saw in the 
conduct of the campaign what satisfied him of the treachery 
of Lai Singh ^ and Tej Singh. ^ 

Against the former, in addition to what is inferred, it is 
stated in a note that ' it was sufficiently certain and notorious 
at the time that Lai Singh was in communication with Capt. 
Nicolson, the British Agent at Ferozpoor ; but owing to the 
untimely death of that officer, the details of the overtures 
made, and expectations held out, cannot now be satisfactorily 
known.’ ^ Fortunately sufficient evidence exists to show that 
Cunningham was mistaken in supposing that Capt. Nicolson 
held out any expectations to Lai Singh. In the first place 
Capt. Nicolson was not the British Agent at Firozpur, but 
he was the British Agent’s Assistant, precisely as Cunning- 
ham was another of his Assistants at that time stationed at 
Bahawalpur ; and no one had better reason to know that the 
Agent’s Assistants were not authorised to hold out expec- 
tations to Punjab chiefs, or to have political dealings with 
them beyond referring them to the Agent, should any over- 
tures be made. 

Eaja Lai Singh, and no doubt others of the Sikh leaders, 
were sufficiently far-seeing to allow for the possibility of the 
defeat of their army by the British ; and most of the chiefs 
would have wished, if possible, to provide against this event. 
One way of saving themselves, which would at once recommend 
itself to the Oihental mind, was to be able to show that they 
had acted as far as possible as friends to the English ; and 
when they had done otherwise, that it was under compulsion. 
Such a negotiation had a double advantage. If the English, 
deceived by it, neglected any precaution and suffered defeat, 
then additional merit on behalf of the chief or leader who 


* Carmichael Smyth’s History (&c> p. 172. 
^ Cunningham’s Siklis^ p. 299. 


** Ibid. p. 304. 

’ Ibid. p. 299, note. 
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organised the plan might be claimed. If, on the contrary, 
the English were victorious, then the vanquished leader 
might claim, certainly immunity from imnishment, possibly 
reward. 

The success of such a negotiation would be, to put it 
mathematically, inversely as the penetration of the British 
Agent. The less able man would entertain the proposal, and 
permit his jilans and views to be affected by it ; the more able 
would treat it with the contempt which it deserved. 

In the letters and papers consulted by the editor of this 
book — and the search has extended over a large area of docu- 
ments, and has been minute — no evidence whatever of any 
such negotiation on the part ofTej Singh has been discovered. 

On December 12, 1845, Eaja Lai Singh made overtures of 
the nature above indicated to Capt. Nicolson. They were 
such as he could at any moment disavow under the plea of 
compulsion. Nicolson, not having taken upon himself the 
responsibility of declining to discuss such a matter, reported 
the Eaja’s proposals to Broadfoot on December 18, and before 
the letter could have arrived the action at Mudki was fought. 
The pu-ecise iiroposals need not be recorded ; they were of a 
nature, one would imagine, to excite suspicion even in the 
unwary; but one expression in Nicolson’s letter must be 
quoted as directly contradicting the insinuation that expec- 
tations had been held out to Lai Singh. It is as follows: 
‘ I have made no terms with him, even personal. . . 

Eoiled in this instance, the Eaja once more attempted a 
similar negotiation, this time with Broadfoot himself, and im- 
mediately before the battle of Eirozshah. Broadfoot was killed 
within a few hours, and so left no record of the transaction ; 
an eyewitness, however, has described with what scorn and 
contempt he received the message, and the short and decisive 
answer he gave. 

An event occurred during this short halt^ or interval which 
affords a fitting opportunity for correcting a certain historical in- 
accuracy repeated recently in the * Life of Lord Lawrence ; ’ viz. a 
rumour to the effect that Eaja Lai Singh had sold his army into the 
power of the British. 

So far from such being the case, it was during this short in- 


“ The halt male near Firozshah to enable Littler to join. 
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terval that Lai Singh did send emissaries to Broadfoot with some 
such proposition ; hut the proposition was indignantly rejected, 
with a reply that if he caught Lai Singh he would hang him to the 
first tree he came to. Nor is there anything to show that any such 
influence was exerted ; but, on the contrary, the Khalsa stuck to their 
guns and died at them like brave men, and this is well borne out by 
the heavy losses we sustained in capturing them.® 

Tho following extracts from articles in the ' Calcutta ' 
Eeview ’ bear upon this subject, and are entitled to respect. 
One of the articles is known to have been written by the late 
Sir Henry Lawrence, and there is some probability that both 
articles proceeded from the same pen. 

After having pointed out the absurdity of some of the 
accusations made against the Sikh leaders, the reviewer has 
remarked : 

All this talk of treachery tends to a wrong imin’ession. No men 
could have exerted themselves more than did the majority of the 
Sikh generals ; and even Tej Singh and Lai Singh, once engaged, 
had no choice but to fight. One proof that the chiefs did act 
honestly by their men thm is, that noio they pretend to no credit 
for treachery, hut rather boast of their prowess during the war.^ 

With reference to the assertions of treachery on the part 
of the Sikh leaders, made in Cunningham’s ‘History,’ the 
writer in the ‘ Calcutta Keviow,’ who evidently wrote with 
cognisance of the facts, observed : 

It id obvious that Capt. Cunningham has not penetrated tlio 
designs of the Sikh leaders. Their treachery was rather against 
than for us. That they protended to serve us is true ; but it is not 
true that they did serve us. . . . On the 12th Lai Sing opened a 
communication with Capt, Nicolson, making a merit of sending 
round the Sikh cavalry by Harike. As the first movement was to 
have been on Ferozopore, the cavalry would have been of little use ; 
and Lai Singh was awaro that, in taking this step, he was earning, 
or endeavouring to earn, the favour of the British at the smallest 
possible cost to the Sikhs. On the 19th, after the battle of Mudld, 
Lai Singh’s agent came to Major Broadfoot, and was dismissed with 
a rebuke.® From that day to February 7 no communication of any 

0 (tpu. S. a. Abbott’s EinsodQ (&c. ® Probably referring to the pro- 

' Calcutta Beview, vol. ix. p, 523. poaals made to Broadfoot on Dec. 21. 
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kind^vas received from Lai Singli or from Tej Siiigli. It is believed 
that the former sent Col. Lawrence a sketch of the Sikh entrench- 
ments at Sobraon ; but our engineer officers had gained by that 
time the information that we desired to possess, and the Sirdar’s 
communication was of little or no value to us. Lai Singh was 
wounded at Ferozshuhur ; he was with the Sikh army after its defeat 
at Sobraon, and only quitted it after the arrival of the British at 
Lahore. 

We cannot perceive, indeed, that he threw any obstacle in the 
way of the success of the Khalsa. . . . 

The treachery of Tej Singh is equally doubtful. This Sirdar is 
pronounced to be a traitor because he did not attack the British on 
the morning of December 22. But our army had then just beaten 
the Sikhs at Ferozshuhur, and captured their camp equipage and 
eighty pieces of artillery. Flying from our attacking columns, the 
routed Sikhs fell back on Tej Singh’s force, and carried dismay into 
its ranks. Had he known that the British had exhausted their 
ammunition, we do not doubt that he would have advanced to give 
us battle. It is said, indeed, that he did offer to lead his regiments 
to the attack, but that they declined so hazardous an enterprise. 
If not, the Punches were with the army, and they could have decreed 
the attack.® 

It is gratifying to find similar opinions expressed by SirLepel 
Griffin in the ^ Punjab Chiefs,’ a work of great interest and 
merit.^ 

Persistent reiteration of the accusation has made it neces- 
sary to state at some length the reasons why the assertion of 
treachery on the part of the Sikh leaders is rejected. The 
charge, as far as we can ascertain, is absolutely unfounded. 

The following extracts from a long letter to Lord Ellen- 
borough, though necessarily repeating much already told, are 
interesting. The situation naturally caused Mr. Currie great 
anxiety ; and it is instructive to notice that he, like many 
others, in time of trouble, turned to Lord Ellenborough for 
advice and assistance. 


Camp, Eerozepore; January 1, 1846. 

My Lord, — Sir Henry Hardinge has, I know, written to your 
Lordship to-day, and from his letter and the despatches, which will, 
I hope, be shown to you, you will hear that we have had very sharp 

• Calmtta B.evi€XiU vol. xl pp. 52S-558. Pp. 38^40 and 63, 64. 
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work of it lately. From tlie state in which the Lahore Durbar and 
the Sikh army have been for the last eighteen months, no one could 
have anticipated the unity of purpose they suddenly displayed of 
invading the British territories, or the vigorous exertions they have 
made to render their invasion effectual. The posts of Ferozepore 
and Loodiana had both been strengthened by Sir Henry Hardinge, 
but neither of them was in a condition to withstand for any length 
of time the weight of the whole Sikh army concentrated upon it. 
When, therefore, Ferozepore was invested by the overwhelming 
force which the Sikhs passed over the Sutlege with exceeding 
celerity, the relief of that fort became a matter of great anxiety 
and difficulty. Fortunately Sir Henry Hardinge was in advance of 
• Umballa, and approaching the frontier at the time. The disposition 
he made of the available forces, and the rapid marches by which we 
reached the neighbourhood of Ferozepore, are described in the de- 
spatch to the S.C.,^ and in Sir H. Hardinge’s letter to Lord Kipon. 
The whole was certainly admirably managed ; and though the long 
marches not only harassed but dispirited the troops, especially the 
natives, the result has been entirely successful. 

Ferozepore is relieved ; the Sikh army has been beaten in two 
severe actions ; all their cannon and ammunition, camp eq.uipage &c. 
taken, and the routed troops driven across the Sutlege. 

In both actions the British troops fought under great disadvan- 
tages. At Moodkee they had had a succession of forced marches 
with short supplies, and had just come twenty-two miles, many being 
still behind, when the enemy came down in great force to the attack. 
The troops were hardly under arms before the Sikhs were upon us ; 
and when the action commenced, there was not much more than an 
hour of daylight remaining. 

Night soon closed in ; we were in low tree jungle, and the dust 
was excessive : all this added to the confusion. The troops got pell- 
mell together, and it was impossible to distinguish friend from foo, or 
to tell where anyone was. The enemy were beaten back with heavy 
loss, and seventeen guns out of twenty-four they brought with them 
were captured; but in the confusion our troops fired upon one 
another. Twii-e was I with Sir Henry under a heavy and destruc- 
tive fire of gi'iipe and musketry from our own guns ; and I am 
satisfied, so is Sir H. H., that half the casualties at Moodkee were 
from the fire of our own people. 

I was not at Pherooshuhur, or Ferozeshah as the Commander- 
in-Chief is determined to call it. Sir H. H, had given me a written 


* S.C. Secret Committee. 
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positive order to remain behind ; but I have had the above circum- 
stances related to me by Sir H. H. and many others ; and I assure 
you the fate of our army, and with it the fate of India, was for a 
time very critical, and redeemed . . . by the personal exertions and 
decision of the Governor- G eneral. How he was exposed, may be 
gathered from the fate of his Staff. His young son, Arthur, and 
Benson were the only two with him not either killed or wounded. 
Though the thing has been handsomely done, the loss on our side 
is very heavy. 

«»«•« 

There is one other point which I wish to mention. Considering 
Sir Henry Hardinge’s position, and the circumstances of the present 
times, some one capable of administering the duties temporarily * 
should be made provisional Governor- General. If anything were 

to happen to Sir Henry Plardinge, would be for some months 

Governor-General ! and in these critical times it is fearful to think 
what might be the consequences. Sir G. Arthur is the fittest man 
in India for the provisional appointment. 

I have written you a long letter, my Lord, and I know you don’t 
like long letters ; but the urgency of the case must be my excuse. 

I have considered it my duty to make known the facts I have stated 
to your Lordship, that you may communicate them, in confidence, 
to those who have it in their power to apply the remedy. 

We have heard little from Lahore since the tidings of the defeat 
and flight of the invincible Khalsa was known there. We have 
reason to fear that Loodiana, which has been necessarily left mth 
small protection, will be plundered and burnt. This will have 
a bad moral effect, and do much mischief ; but Amritsur is a more 
important place ! 

Mrs. Currie is at Saharunpore, where she is doing all she can 
to befriend poor Mrs. Somerset in her affliction. 

I am &c. P. CuBRiE. 

Some interesting letters and information about events of 
the first Sikh war, subsequent to the battle of Firozshah, have 
been collected ; hut the limit assigned to this book prevents 
their being now published. Moreover, as this is a record of 
Major .Broadfoot’s services, it is appropriately closed at his 
death. His career was short but brilliant : as a soldier, ex- 
ceptionally so ; and in the conduct of civil administration and 
of diplomatic duties, neither his enemies nor those jealous of 
his success could discover a blot to expose, or a transaction 
^vhich would not bear the severest scrutiny. 
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Of the few survivors who knew George Broadfoot, those 
whom we have met are unanimous as to the deep impression 
which he made on them ; they still look back on him as one of 
the most rising men of the time. The great majority of them 
cordially assent to the fervent eulogies of Mackenzie and Have- 
lock already cited ; ^ and to this day they lament the life pre- 
maturely cut short on the field of Pirozshah in the midst of 
a great career. 

We cannot more suitably close this book than by tran- 
scribing the inscription on the Madras memorial, 

glrhm Uxvhi!3, 

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF 

MAJOR GEORGE BROADFOOT, C.B., 

34Tn MADRAS LIGHT INFANTRY, 

OF KIRKWALL, IN THE ORKNEYS, AND OF LONDON. 

HIH VMjOTJK, I'ORESIflllT, AND SCIENCE MAINLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF 
THE GLORIOUS ItEFENCE OF JELLALABAD, 

AND IN THE ENSUING AFGHAN CAMPAIGN HE, WITH HIS BRAVE CORPS OP 
MOUNTAIN SAPPERS, ACQUIRED ENDURING RENOWN. 

HIS DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY SERVICES, AS COMMISSIONER OP THE TENASSERIM 
PROVINCES AND AS GOVERNOR- GENERAL’S AGENT ON THE NORTH-WESTERN 
FRONTIER, AT A MOST IMPORTANT CRISIS, 

CALLED FORTH THE ELOQUENT EULOGY OP SIR HENRY HARDIN OE, 

‘ THAT HE WAS AS BRAVE AS HE WAS ABLE, AND SECOND TO NONE IN ALL 
THE GREAT QUALITIES OF AN ACCOMPLISHED OFFICER.’ 

HE FELL AT THE BATTLE OP FEROZSHAHAR, DECEMBER 2lST, 1^45, 

IN IHS 30tH year, 

ACTING AS AIDE-DE-CAMP TO THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL, 

DEEPLY AND UNIVERSALLY LAMENTED. 

‘ THOUGH SEVERELY WOUNDED, HE CONTINUED HEROICALLY TO LEAD AND 
ANIMATE THE TltOOPS IN THE^ASSAULT, UNTIL MORTALLY WOUNDED 
IN THE SIKH CAMP AT THE MOMENT OF VICTORY.’ 

HIS LOSS WAS RECORDED AS A PUBLIC CALAMITY IN BOTH HOUSES 
OF THE IMPERIAL PARLUMENT. 

HE WAS THE LAST OF THREE BROTHERS, WHO DIED FOR THEIR COUNTRY 
ON THE BATTLE-FIELDS OF ASIA. 


Umsecl by axMblic subheription Presidency of Madras, 
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Broadfoot, James Sutherland, birth, 
appointed to Bengal Engineers, 2 ; 
early distinction, 4 ; Indus bridge, 
7 ; surveys Ghilzi country, 8 ; 
explores the Gomal route, 9 ; value 
of his reports, 9 ; killed at Parwdn, 
9 ; Afghan account of his death, 
10 ; reputation, 19, 49, 109, 165, 
168, 186 

Broadfoot, Miss, 352, 403, 404, 405, 
409 

Broadfoot, Lieut. William, birth, 
appointed to 1st European Eegi- 
ment, 2 ; early distinction, 4 ; 
at B4midn, (fee., 9; enlists 
Hazaras, 9 ; question of the com- 


CHAMBAL 

mand of the corps, 12 ; receives 
political appointment, 13 ; dan- 
gerously ill, 19, 38 ; killed, 40, 41, 
42, 49 ; Afghans wish to revenge 
his death, 51, 52, 100, 109, 122, 
125, 165, 168, 186, 393 
Broadfoot, Rev. William, 2 
Broke, Capt., 304 
Brooke, Brigadier, 391 
Brougham, Lord, 179 
Brown, Dr., afterwards Sir J. Camp- 
bell, anecdote of Broadfoot, 88 
note 5, 307, 353 

Bruen, Sergeant, 58, 144 note 2, 
187 

Erunnow, Baron, 179 
Brydon, Dr., 41, 60, 67, 68, 98 < 

Bugti, Boogty, &c., 251, 252, 254, 
255, 263, 274, 283, 288 
Bukkur, 7 

Bunbury, Lieut.-Col., 394 
Bundelkhand, Bundlecund, 254, 
291 

Burma, Burmese, 33, 52, 82, 119, 
194, 195,198, 203,211,304 
Burn, Capt., 44 

Burnes, Sir Alexander, mission to 
Kabul, 5, 13, 19 ; desires to succeed 
Macnaghten, 23; erroneous idea 
of Ghilzis, 28, 29; quoted, 30; 
killed, 40, 41, 42, lfi2; why 
murdered, 122-123, 125, 342 
Bumes, Lieut., killed, 40, 41 
Bussean, 378, 381, 411, 415 
Butawald, 400 

Butkhdk (Bootkhak), expedition to, 
26, 30; night attack at, 31-33, 
34, 161, 192 

Bygrave, Capt,, 80, 153, 162 


Calcutta, 19 note 2, 61, 64, 83, 84, 
123, 168, 169, 173, 186, 187, 188, 
196, 198. 212, 213, 267, 272, 290, 
303, 321, 336, 341, 350 
‘ Calcutta Review,’ 403, 423 
Cameron, Mr. 0, H., quoted, 35, 105, 
199, 231, 235 

Cameron, Mrs., 105, 118, 199 ; re- 
marks on Lord Ellenborough, 201, 
281 

Campbell, Dr., 153, 161 
Canning, Sir S., afterwards Lord 
Stratford de RedclifEe, 179 
Carnatic, 57 

Casement, Sir W., quoted, 94, 200 . 
Cawnpore, 234, 266, 275 
Ghah^ h^gh, 58, 79 
Chambal, Chumbul, 214 



INDEX 


433 


CHAMBERLAIN 

Cliamberlain, Lieut., afterwards Sir 
Neville, 165 
Cliamkanni, 165 

Cliand Kawar, Kaiii, 222 ; killed, 
223 

Charde, Mr., 285 
Ch^rikar, 66, 163, 165 
Charrak, 382 

Ckattar Singh, Atariwala, 340 
Cherry, Mr., 175 

‘ Chesapeake,’ boarded by ‘Yardarm ’ 
Smith, 304 

Chet Singh, Col., 14, 351 
China, 181 

Christie’s horse, 368, 385 
Chun da Sahib, 57 

CJia-Sutlej States, 228 ; the Lahore, 
270, 272, 277, 293, 296, 301; 
agent’s opinion as to Lahore 
estate, 302, 304, 305, 306, 307, 
323 ; agent’s views, 324-32G, 331, 
336, 337, 34], 344, 374; Lahore 
estate confiscated, 381 
Civil authority, evil of subordinating 
military to, 6, 111, 117, 175, 176, 
177, 178 

Clerk, Mr., now Sir G-, R., quoted, 
14, 21 not& 3 ; his vigour, 53, 82, 
84, 107, 108, 109, 129, 168, 192, 
194; appointed Lieut.-Governor, 
196, 221,^232, 238, 239, 257, 272, 
278, 290, 291, 320, 322 ; remarks 
on memorandum by, 323-320, 
826, 329, 336, 343, 406 
Clive, Lord, 80, 210 
Colebrooke, Sir E., 336 
Commander-in-Chief, see Officer’s 
name 

Commissariat, Madras, 3 ; reforms 
in, 4 ; in Punjab, 318, 355, 363- 
364, 376-377, 378, 382 
Coombs, Lieut., distinguished con- 
duct, 37, 39 
Coorg, 193 

Cornwallis, Lord, 173 
Corunna, 216 

Cotton, Sir Willoughby, 189, 191 
Council of war, JalAUb4d, 61; its 
members, 62 ; letters about, 62- 
66 ; memorandum on, 67-77 ; 
account of, verified, 64, 65, 66; 
remarks on, 77-78, 108, 109, 403 
Court of Directors, value of, 22, 177, 
195, 196 ; quarrel with Lord Ellen- 
borough, 205-206 ; award pension 
to Broadfoot’s sisters, 410 
Court, Gen., 221, 351, 352 
Courtlandt, Col., 319 
Crispin, Cornet, killed, 9 


DARBAR 

Cromwell, Oliver, 191 
Cubbon, Gen., 193 
Cuddalore, 306 note 7 
Cullen, Gen. \V., 3, 4, 5, 15 ; valuable 
services, 21-22, 40, 43, 99, 102, 
107, 114, 128, 154 

Cunningham, Francis C., on ser- 
vice at Zurmat, 23 ; services, 
36 note 8 ; distinguished conduct 
of, 36-37, 39 ; at Mamu Khel, 44, 
45, 53, 58, 69 note e, 87 ; praised 
by Broadfoot, 100, 136, 143-144 
note 155 ; captures a gun, 160, 
170, 187, 192, 359 

Cunningham, Capt, J. D., 192, 384 ; 
charges Sikh leaders with trea- 
chery, 421 ; ‘ Calcutta Review ’ 
quoted, 423 

Currie, Mr., afterwards Sir Frederick, 
211, 256, 263; letter to Broad- 
foot, 268-270, 311, 313, 314, 324, 
380, 338, 856, 359, 369 ; letters 
to Broadfoot, 370, 395, 399; letter 
to Lord Ellenhorough, 424-426 
Currie, Mrs., 369, 426 
Oust, Mr. R. N., quoted, 21 note 3, 
236, 256, 299 note 2, quoted, 308 , 
early promise, 314 ; his services, 
314 note 2, 332, 350, 363, 371 ; 
quoted, 378, quoted, 387, 395, 399 ; 
letter to Alexander Broadfoot, 
400-401, 402 


Dakha, 98 

Dakhan, Dekan, Deccan, 173 
Dalhousie, Lord, eulogium on J. 
Thomason, 21 note 3 ; on Macke- 
flon, 359 note 9 

Darbdr, durbar, the Sikh, or Lahore 
Court, 14, 221, 222, 223, 225, 227; 
misled about Suchet Singh’s 
treasure, 230; remonstrate about 
Mowran, 232, 234, 237, 238, 239, 
243, 246 ; coerced by Sikh army, 
247, 253, 256; message to, 257, 
259 ; their newswriters, 260 ; ex- 
citement in, 261, 262, 265 ; warned 
about Sikh army, 272, 276, 277, 
279, 280, 286, 287, 292, 295, 296, 
298, 299, 300, 304 ; anger in, 305, 
306, 308, 310 ; riot and debauchery, 

. 311, 317, 318, 819, 320, 321, 323, 
324 ; disputes with agent, 325, 
327 ; forbearance with, 328, 329, 
330, 331, 336, 338 ; scene in, 339, 
340, 341, 342, 344, 345, 3^6, 348, 
351, 354, 355. 361 ; warned, 362, 
364, 365, 367, 308, 369, 370, 371, 
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374; case against British, 375, 
376, 411, 416, 425 
Danya Khan, Dunya Khar, 289 
Darwin, 204 

Dawes, Lieut. Michael, 30 ; his cool- 
ness, 34, 36, 39, 42, 43, 46, 51, 75, 
92, 121, 122 

De Bradfute, Sir Hew, 2 note 1 ; 

Marion, 2 note 1 
Delafosse, Major, 160 
Delamotte, Gen., 283 
Delhi, 11, 12, 62, 97, 173, 175, 186, 
187, 211, 229, 291, 306 note 7, 
350, 356, 359, 374, 416 
‘ Delhi Gazette,’ 131, 133, 144 noUs 
a, b, 198 _ 

Demonstration, 26 ; defined, 26 7iot6 
7 

Dennie, Col., C.B., 34, 35, 38, 43, 
45, 46, 49, 59, 62, 69, 70, 71, 71 
notes 0 andi, 72, 72 note Z, l^note 
n, 75 note s, 76, 77, 86, 90, 91 ; 
Idlled, 92, 101, 105, 122, 406 
Dera, Deyrah Doon, 363 
Dera Ismail Khan, 9, 340 
Deraj at, 261 
de St. j^Dnand, M., 262 
Desa Singh, Majithia, 221 
Deyrah, 251, 274, 288 
Dhanna Singh, 232 
Dhy5-n Singh, Kaja, 220, 221, 222, 
223 ; murdered, 224, 244 
Dig (Deeg), 11, 82 

Dind N^th, Diw4n, 220, 244, 300, 
321, 346, 347, 348 
Dinapur, 275 

Discouragement in troops, 42 ; 
remedied, 42-43 ; the chief danger, 
52, 82, 86, 98 
Dogra, 315 

Dost Muhammad Kh4n, Barakzdi, 
Dost Mahomed, Amir of Kabul, 
5 ; his views misrepresented, 6, 
8; a wanderer in Turkestan, 9; 
action at Parwan pass, 9-10 ; 
surrender, 10, 50, 68, 99, 183, 326 
Dowson, Lieut., 45 
Dowson’s horse, 115 
Duleep Singh, Maharaja, 220; pro- 
claimed, 224, 225, 230, 231, 244, 
245, 247, 257, 269, 270, 279, 282, 
292, 301 ; position of, cis-Sutlej, 
306, 311, 317, 325, 336, 340, 346, 
348, 369 
Dilmkis, 255 

Dundas, Mr. H,, afterwards Lord 
Melville, 173, 174 

Durand, Sir H. M., quoted, 6, 7, 35, 
41, 62, 63, 64; letter from Have- 


ELMHIRST 

lock, 65-66 ; letter to Broadfoo 
66 ; quoted, 74 noU 7 ; quoted, 
78, 197, 202, 214 ; appointed to 
Tenasserim, 214, 233, 242, 249, 
298 


Eabthquake at Jalalabad, 82, 97 
Edw^ardes, Sir H. B., quoted, 6, 14 
note 4 ; on Havelock and Broad- 
foot, 41, 94, 307, 308 ; on situa- 
tion at Lahore, 357 ; quoted, 358, 
381 ; on supplies for army, 382, 
387, 398, 406 , vindication of 
Broadfoot, 407-408 
Edwards, Mr., Under Secretary, 258, 
259, 260, 330, 337, 356 * 

Elizabeth, Queen, 302 
Ellenborough, Lord, 21 7iote 3, 66 ; 
arrives in Calcutta, 83 ; hia 
correspondence, 83-84 ; his policy, 
85 ; his notification of victory 
April 7, 94-95 ; addresses Broad- 
foot, 95 ; the reply, 95-96, 100 ; 
recognises Pollock’s services, 100- 
101 ; effect of his orders, 101, 
104, 106 ; his orders to Pollock 
and Nott, 110-111; subordinates 
politicals to generals, 111, 113, 
117, 120, 122 ; his opinion of 
Broadfoot, 123-124 ; a{)points him 
A.D.C., 124-125, 154, 155, 167 ; 
receives JalMab4d garrison, 169, 
170, 172 ; letter and memorandum 
from Lord Wellesley, 173-179 ; 
correspondence, 179 ; his policy, 
180-181, 183, 184, 185, 186 ; 
impartial in exercise of patronage, 
187, 189, 192 ; extracts from 

letters, 193 ; to the Queen and 
Duke of Wellington, 194-195, 
196, 200, 201, 202 ; quarrel with 
Directors, 205-206 ; his recall, 
207-210 ; he justifies Broadfoot’ a 
appointment, 211 ; maxims, 212, 
216, 217, 226, 228, 229, 230, 233 ; 
letter from Broadfoot, 241-242, 
248 ; letter from Sir H. Hardinge, 
248 ; letter from Broadfoot, 264- 
266, 274, 290; letter from Sir 
H. Hardinge, 291-294, 296 ; 

letter from Broadfoot, 303-305 ; 
letter to Broadfoot, 307, 310, 311, 
313 ; letter from Sir H. Hardinge, 
316-318 ; another, 326-327 ; 
another, 354-355, 404, 411, 416, 
417, 424 

Elmhirst, Lieut., 9 th Regiment, 159, 
164 
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ELPHINSTONE 

Elphinstone, Lord, 4, 5; letter to 
Col. Cullen, 4, 15, 43, 99, 107, 154 
Elphinstone, Col. Duller, 155 
Elphinstone, Gen., 22, 24 ; ill and 
unable for business, 24-29, 50, 
59, 73 note o, 74 note q_^ 79, 82, 
102, 126, 127, 128 ; Broadfoot and 
Pottmger’s remarks on, 155 
Engineers employed with Bengal 
force, 7 

England, Government of, 10, 162, 
172, 174, 175, 178, 179, 181, 183, 
184 ; diSerence with Directors, 
207, 209 ; commend orders to 
Agent’s assistants, 246 ; attention 
^ directed to Punjali, 248; approve 
policy towards Punjab, 248, 273 ; 
approve Agent’s proceedings, 300 ; 
pacific policy ordered, 312; 
approve Sir H. Plardinge’s visit 
to frontier, 319, 321, 328; 

minute interference with India 
dangerous, 334-335, 337, 341, 
350, 414, 415, 416 ; on Governor- 
General as second in command, 
418-419 

‘Englishman,’ newspaper, 52, 64, 
133; Broadfoot’s letter to, 134- 
152, 144 

Erskine, Hon. 0., 364 
Esrfi, 381 ^ 

Europe, increased intercourse with, 
334 

Ewart, Major, 80 

Eyre, Lieut. V., afterwards Sir 
Vincent, Commissary of Ord- 
nance, 24, 112, 125, 236 ; his 
narrative, 126, 129 
Eyre, Mrs., 153 


Pane, Sir H., 6 
Earangi, Eeringee, 79, 102 
Earidkot, 303 

Eatehdbdd, 45 ; passage of rear- 
guard through, 45, 129, 132, 134, 
153 

Eatehpur Sikri (Euttehpore Sikri), 

Eatteh Jang, 155, 162 
Fatteh Khdn, Tiwdna, 340 
Eatteh Singh, Mdn, 221, 225 ; death 
of, 287 
Edzilka, 35 S 
Eenwiek, Capt., 37 
Firozpur, Ferozpore, Ferozepore, 
&o., 6, 16, 62, 129, 166, 167, 186, 
211, 215, 221, 225, 226, 227, 229, 
234, 248, 249, 250, 251, 257, 258, 


GOODWYN 

274, 275, 276, 277, 284, 285, 286, 
291, 293, 298, 303, 311, 317, 338, 
339, 341, 345, 348, 349, 351, 355, 
356, 360, 361, 362, 363, 365, 366, 
368, 370, 371, 372, 374, 375, 376, 
382. 383, 389, 390, 391, 395, 396, 
398, 400, 406 ; tablet in church 
at, 409, 411, 412, 415, 423, 425 
Firozshdh, Ferozshuhur, &c., 383, 
383 note 9, 384, 388, 389 ; battle 
of, 389-398, 400, 401, 402, 409, 
410, 412, 413, 414, 416, 418, 420, 
422, 424, 425, 426, 427 
Fitzgerald, Lord, 111, 175, 195, 196 ; 
died, 206 

Forsyth, Dr. J., 112 ; his skill and 
services, 113-114, 144 note 155 ; 
cadetship, given to son of, 169, 
187, 192 

Forsyth, Mr. A. G., cadetship asked 
for, 114, 169 

Forsyth, Mrs., 114, 115, 169 
France (French), 3, 173, 174, 190, 
217, 278, 306 note 7 
Fraser, Capt., 2nd B.C„ wounded, 
9, 10 

Fraser, Major, 124 
‘Friend of India,’ quoted, 37, 176, 
198, 285, 403 


Ganua Sinqhwala, 372 
Gandamak (Gundumuk), 29, 37, 38, 
41, 57, 103, 129, 130, 134, 135, 
163, 167, 161 
Ganges, 198, 370 

Gardener, Col., in Sikh service, 346 
Gardiner, Col., 191 
Garrison orders, 45, 86-87, 88-89 
Gdwilgarh, 128 
Gerrard, Capt., 46, 53 
Ghazni, Ghuznee, 6 ; capture of, 8, 
9 ; Mahmud of, 30, 155, 156, 180, 
186 

Ghilzi, pi. of Ghilzai, tribe in Af- 
ghanistan, 8 ; insurrection of, 8 ; 
sappers on service against, 23; 
Envoy’s opinion of, 27 ; Eurnes’s 
opinion of, 28 ; expedition against, 
30, 35, 37, 66, 70, 149 note w, 
150 note m, 156, 168 
Ghuldm HusainwdlA, 355 
Gilbert, Gen., letter from Broadfoot, 
250; again, 255, 391, 393, 394, 
396 

Gobardhan, 11 
GomaJ Pass, 9 

Goodwyn, Lieut., Bengal Engineers, 
355 


Era 
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GORAKHPUR 

(joraklipur, Goruckpore, 12 
Gough, Sir H.,Comniander-in-Cliief, 
afterwards Viscount, 214, 215, 
233, 234, 247, 249 ; letter to 
Broadfoot, 250, 255, 257, 200, 261, 
265, 266 , letter to Broadfoot, 267- 
275, 288; invitation to Mandarin, 
289, 293, 335, 338, 355, 356, 358, 
362 ; orders up troops, 363, 364, 
366, 368, 370, 373, 880, 381 ; at 
Mfidki, 384-386, 389; at Firoz- 
shah, 389-398, 404, 413, 418, 419 
Governor-General, see name of 
office-holder 

Govind, 10th Giii’ii, 218, 219 
Govindgarh, 282 
Gowan, Col., 275 
Grant, Capt , 275 

Grant, Major P., now F.M. Sir 
Patrick, 256 note 2, 387 
Greathed, Mr., 192 
Griffin, Sir Lepel, quoted, 287 nof^ 
4, 424 

Grueben, Count, 329 note 4 
Gul4b Singh, Raja, afterwards 
Maharaja of Jammii and Kashmir, 
220, 222, 230, 231, 234, 238, 241, 
259, 261, 265, 272, 274, 275, 279, 
282, 287, 291, 292, 294, 295, 296, 
297, 302, 303, 304, 306, 308, 310, 
311, 317, 318, 319, 321, 329; his 
proposals, 330, 333, 337, 348, 351, 
354, 370, 372, 373 
Gundooee, 274 

Gurkhas (Ghoorkas, &c.), recruited, 
12, 13 ; character of, 40 
Gurmukh Singh, Bhai, 226 
Giiriimdr, 229, 309 
Gustavus Adolphus, 191 
GwaHor, 196, 203, 215, 248 


Haft Kotal, 160 
Haidar All, 128, 306 note 7 
Haines, Capt. F. P., now Gen. Sir 
F.. 398 

Haji, Ali, 150 note m 
HAkim Rai, 375 
H4nsi, 363 

Hardinge, Sir H., afterwards Vis- 
count, succeeds Ellenborough, 
207, 208, 210, 214; his previous 
services, 216-218, 230 ; displeased 
about Suchet Singh’s treasure, 
231 ; appoints Broadfoot agent, 
232 ; letter to Lord Ellenborough, 
233-234,241,242, 247; letters to 
liord Ellenborough, 248-249 ; con- 
fidential memorandum to Broad- 


HAVElOdK 

foot, 257, 260, 266, 270; letter to 
Lord Ellenborough, 274-276, 277, 
280 , opinion of Broadfoot, 281 ; 
letter to Lord Ellenborough, 282; 
instructions about boats, 283-286, 
290, 291 ; letter to Lord Ellen- 
borough, 291-294, 207 ; letter to 
Lord Ellenborough, 297, 300, 307, 
308, 310 ; letter to Lord Ellen- 
borough, 311 ; complimentary let- 
ter to Broadfoot, 312 , prepares to 
visit frontier, 313, 314 ; letter from 
Broadfoot, 315-316; letter to Lord 
Ellenborough, 316-318, 320, 321, 
322 ; letter from Broadfoot, 323- 
326 ; letter to Lord Ellenborough^ 
326-327, 327, 329, 330, 333, 334, 
335, 337, 341 ; letter to Broadfoot, 
342-343, 344, 353, 354, 355, 356, 
357, 359, 364, 365, 366, 367, 368, 

369, 370; summons Broadfoot, 

370, 373, 372 ; postpones advance 
of troops, 373, 374, 375, 370, 377, 
378, 380, 381 ; issues proclamation, 
381, 383, 385, 388, 389 ; at Firoz- 
shah, 389-398 ; extracts from de- 
spatches, 398-399, 400, 402, 403, 
404, 407, 408; extracts from let- 
ters, 409 ; letter to Lord Ellen- 
borough, 411-414, 414. 415, 416, 
417, 418 ; as second in command, 
418-419, 424, 426, 426, 427 

Hardinge, Capt. A., now Gen. Sir A., 
396, 400 note 8, 413, 425 
Hardinge, Mr. C. S., now Viscount, 
Private Secretary to Governor- 
General, letter to Broadfoot, 247, 
271, 314, 324, 826, 329, 332 ; letter 
from Broadfoot, 334-337, 355, 356, 
395, 402 note 9 
Hardinge, Lady Emily, 217 
Hare, Archdeacon, 290 
Harem, Zenana, of Kabul royal 
family, 12, 13 ; of Ranjit Singh, 
220 

Harike, Hureekee, 229, 298, 360, 367, 

371, 372, 375, 400, 423 
* Harkara,’ Hurkaru, 198 
Hastings, Lord, 197 
Hastings, Warren, 210 
Havelock, Sir H., life quoted, 13; 

Broadfoot’s opinion of, 39, 40, 41, 
42, 43, 52, 54, 60, 62 ; letter from 
Broadfoot, 62-64; reply, 64-65; 
letter to Durand, 65-66, 67, 70, 
74, 74 notes o, g, 79, 82, 91, 92 ; 
in Broadfoot’s place, April 7, 98, 
102, 106 ; at Uimu Khel, 135-152 ; 
at IsUhf, 163, 166, 188, 197, 196. 
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HAVELOCK 

letter to Broadfoot, 214, 288 ; letter 
to Broadfoot, 289-290, 307, 357 ; 
letter to Miss Broadfoot, 403 ; 
memoir of Broadfoot, 403, 400, 
407 ; opinion of Broadfoot, 410, 
427 

Havelook, Mrs., 64, 199 
Hay, Capt., 127 

Hazara, Punjab, district of, 261, 
319 

Hazara, Afghans enlisted, 9, 13 ; 
character, 40 

Hazim bagh, or garden, 221 
Herat, 5 ; siege raised, 6, 22, 56, 
203 note 8 

Hemes, Capt., 400 note B, 414 
Hill, Lord, 191 
Hilher, Capt., 106 
Hillier, Mrs., 122 
Himalaya, 242, 294 
Hindi! Kitsh, 159 

HindusUnis, recruited, 12, 13, 40, 
89, 236; in Sikh army, 259 
Him Singh, Baja, 220, 224, 225, 
226, 227, 228 ; appeals to Khalsa 
against Attar Singh and British, 
228, 230, 231, 234, 238, 241, 242 ; 
failure of his policy, 243, 244; 
flight and death of, 245, 246, 249, 
255, 256, 264, 276, 292, 310, 317, 
347 * 

Hira Singh, Sardar, brother of Eani 
Jind4n, 298 

Hisarak, Hissaruk, 66, 143, 150 
Hodges, Mr., 342, 343 
Hodgson, Mr., 364 
Hodgson, Mr., 123, 124 
Hotlmeister, Dr., 329 note 4 ; killed, 
395 

Holcombe, Lieut., 67 note a 
Holkar, 238 
Here, Capt., 400, 414 
Hostages, 35 ; with the Afghans, 60, 
65, 09, 70, 71 notes h and k, 72, 
73, 73 7iote o, 74, 109 
Hdgli, Hooghly, 336 
Huish, Major, 26th N.L, 133 ; at 
Mdmil Khel, 134-152, 159, 101 
Hukm Singh, 232 

Hunt, Mr., G-. BroadfooBs early 
promise, 2 
Husain Khan, 236 


Illiassbe, 274 
Imimuddin, Shekh, 228 
Impey, Miss, 106 

India, 1, 3 ; Government of, 5, 10 ; 
and Major D’Arcy Todd, 22 ; rolief 


JALALABAD 

from, 42, 52 ; security of, 55, 56 ; 
Government of, 61 , indignation 
against, 68, 72, 73, 75 note r, 83, 
101, 118, 119 ; danger of defensive 
measures in, 120, 121, 120, 128, 
162, 171, 174 ; tenure of, rests on 
military basis, 174, 176, 178 ; edu- 
cation in, 179 ; policy of Govern- 
ment of, IBO-lBl ; dissatisfied 
with Tenassenm administration, 
188, 206, 209 ; relations with Ban- 
jit Smgh, 219, 220, 221, 222, 224, 
229 , correspondence about Suehet 
Singh’s treasure, 230-231 ; about 
village of Mowran, 232, 233, 237, 
238 ; supreme on left bank Sutlej, 
240 ; Broadfoot’s reports to, 242, 
(fee. ; approve orders to Agent’s 
assistants, 246 ; orders to Agent, 
247, 261 ; orders regarding N a, pier’s 
exiiedition, 263-264, 266 ; orders 
on Agent’s letter to Sir H. Gough, 
276, 277, 279, 281 ; approve Agent’s 
proceedings, 300, 302, 323, 325, 
327, 328, 329, 332, 334, 335, 336 ; 
Sikh complaints of, 338, 339, 341, 
342, 362, 365 ; striving to maintain 
peace, 3G7, 368, 379 

Indus, river, C ; passage of, 7 ; 
referred to as the Attock, 16, 85, 
180, 198 ; flood of 1841, 223, 225, 
242, 270, 283, 285, 312, 327, 340 

Ireland, 179, 217 

Istalif, 66; described, 1C3 ; captured, 
164, 387 


Jabaki, 93 

Jabalpur, Jubbulporo, 204 

Jacciuenxont, M. Victor, quoted, 219 

Jagdalak, Jugdulluok, 36, 43, 66, 
127, 128, 150 notes w, w, 151, 157, 
158 

Jakr/inis, 265 

JaUUbAd (Jellalabad, cfec.),3, 34 note 
4; Monteath’s force sent to, 27; ne- 
cessity for magazine at, 29, 30, 42, 
44, 45 ; arrival of Sale’s brigade at, 
46; described, 47-48; defenceof, 47- 
95; first sortie, 48; second sortie, 
49, 59, 60, 61 scheme for evacu- 
ation of, 61, 62, 64, 65 ; councils of 
war in, 67-77 ; evacuation of, 69, 
74 note q, 75, 75 note r, 77,81, 
82 ; earthquake at, 82, 86, 90 ; 
action, April 7, 91-94 ; ‘ That 
illustrious garrison,’ 94; Mac- 
kenzie’s arrival, 96, 98, 100,101, 
108, 109 ; Pollock’s force at, 110, 
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JALALABAD 

112, 125 ; advance' of Pollock’s 
force, 130, 134, 160 note o, 162, 
165, 167 ; garrison crossed Sutlej, 
169, 170, 171, 181, 184, 189, 192, 
195, 197, 198, 199, 223, 289, 402, 
403, 404, 405, 406, 409, 427 
Jalla, Pandit, 225, 226, 227, 228, 
242, 244 ; slain, 245, 246, 249, 264, 
325 

Jammd, Junimoo, 220, 221, 225 ; 
Bajas, 226, 244, 245, 279, 282, 287, 
291, 293, 294, 295, 296, 297, 302, 
305,316, 319,329, 330 
Jamrud (Jumrood), 59 
Jan Fishan Khan, his account of the 
action at Parwan pass, 10, 10 
noU 1 ; his wife’s noble words, 10 
note 1 

Jasrota, 282 
Jatog, Jitogue, 199 
Jaw4hir Singh, Miydn, 244, 259 
Jaw4hir Singh, Sardar, 227, 265, 
291, 295, 296, 297, 302, 304, 306, 
308, 311, 316, 317, 318, 319, 320, 
321, 322, 329, 335, 336, 339, 340, 
342, 344, 345; m danger, 346, 
put to death, 347-^48, 351, 354, 
374 

Jazailchi (Juzailchee), 60, 104, 126, 
132, 137, 150 note m 
Jehlam, Jhelum, (fee., 242, 314, 319 
Jenkins, Lieut., 53 
Jhanjdli, 167 

Jind Kawar, Eani, or Jinddn, 225, 
227, 243 ; appeals to the army, 
244, 249, 256, 261, 265, 271, 272, 
274, 282, 291, 292, 295, 300, 304, 
306, 308, 310, 311 ; her excesses, 
316, 318, 322, 340, 345, 346, 347, 
348, 351, 354, 357, 360, 370, 373, 
376 

Johnson, Capi, 41, 127, 161 
Junana, 307, 314, 336, 353, 370 


Kabae Jabae, 35 

K4bul, Cabul, Cabool,5, 6 ; occupied, 
8, 13 ; Broadfoot’s journey to, 13- 
21; in September 1841, 22,30, 33, 
35 ; outbreak at, 40, 41, 42, 47, 49, 
50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56 ; disasters 
foretold, 57, 60, 62, 64 note 4, 66, 
69 note e ; force, 72; 74, 75 note r, 
76, 77 ; force, 79 ; 82, 84, 85, 90, 
97, 98, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 
111, 120; disasters, 125, 126,127, 
129, 132, 134, 143, 150 note o, 154, 
165, 156, 157, 161 ; remains of 
force, 161, 162, 165. 171, 172, 174, 


Kma 

176, 178, 180, 181, 184, 193, 221 
223, 248, 2G5, 280, 827, 342 
Kdfir, 57 ; with spectacles, 79. 102 
103, 123 ’ 

Kaithal, Khytul, 192, 193, 260, 267 
334,371 ’ 

Kdlka, 377 

Kdna Kachha, 225, 360 
Kandahdr, Candahar, 6; arrival of 
army at, 8, 11, 50, 55, 73,84, 110, 
111,161,224,291 
Karachi, Curatchee, &c., 198 
Karndl, Kurnaul, army assembled at, 
6, 187, 267, 350, 359, 363, 369, 
370, 376 

Kasauli, Kussowlee, <Src., 194, 234 
377, 378 ’• 

Kashmir, Cashmeer, &c., 241, 243 
261, 294, 311, 319 ’ 

Kashmira Singh, 220, 227, 228 ; 
slain, 229 

Kasmor, Kusmore, 251 
Kasiir, 374 
Kata Sang, 36, 159 
Kazilbash, Kuzzilbash, 99 
Keane, Sir J. (afterwards Lord), 
Commander of army of Indus, G ; 
leaves heavy guns at Kandahdr, 

8 

Kelly, Sergeant-Major, distinguished 
conduct, 37, 45, 58, A4 note z, 
187 

Kesri Singh, Rai, 14, 228, 243 
Khdibar (Khyber) Pass, 54; failure 
to penetrate, 61, 66, 67, 78, 79, 82, 
86, 90, 91, 93, 97, 98, 111, 118, 
120, 166, 193, 319 

Kh^lsa, 219, 222, 225 ; reprove Hira 
Singh, 227 ; respond to Hira 
Singh’s appeal, 228 ; destroy 
Attar Singh, &q., 229 ; their in- 
subordination, 255, 287, 300, 308, 
311, 340, 344, 345, 346, 361, 371, 
372, 393, 420, 421, 423, 426 
Khanna, 377 

Khprak Singh, Maharaja, 220 ; suc- 
ceeds Banjit Singh, 221 ; dies, 
222, 243 

Khelat, Khan of, 273 
Khiva, 184 
Khulum, 9 

Khurd K6,bul, forcing the pass, 33- 
34, 35, 51, 53, 86, 121, 159, 161, 
410 

Khuah Giimhaz, 58 
Khushh£ Singh, Jemadar, 221 
Kila i-Nishdn Kh4n, 236 
Killa i-Bakhtan, 58 
King, Lieut., 13th L.L, killed, 34 
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KIRKPATRICK 

Kirkpatrick, Col., 173, 174 
Kirkwall, 2, 427 

Kishen Chanl, Kai, Vakil, 221 ; 
interview with Agent, 237-240 ; 
asks explanation from Agent, 261 ; 
asked to explain movement of 
Sikhs, 271, 277, 279, 280, 298, 
299, 318, 321, 324, 325, 326, 329, 
331, 335, 338, 339, 340, 343, 344, 
348, 362; dismissed, 375, 411 
Koh daman, 163 
Kohistan, of Kabul, 9, 99, 152 
Kolhapur, Colapoor, 294 
Koran, 123 
Kot Isa Khan, 298 
Kot Kangra, 261 
\ioi Kapura, 298 

Khdi Khel (Koodee Khel), 64, 65, 
133, 135-152 
Kunar, 116 note 2 


Laph Singh, Miyan, 226 ; brave 
death of, 245 
Ladwa, Raja of, 338 
Lafont, Col., 349 

Laima Singh, Lena Singh, Majithia, 
221, 245, 265 

Lahore, 221, 222, 223, 225, 228, 229, 
232, 238, 240, 241, 244, 245, 248, 
249, 25%, 256, 260, 261, 267 ; 
political situation at, 260, 275, 
279, 282, 291, 295, 296, 297, 302, 
304 , 305, 306, 307, 308, 311, 314, 
315, 317, 320, 323, 324, 326, 328, 
329, 330, 334, 330, 337, 340, 345, 
349, 360, 362, 364, 865, 367, 368, 
370, 371, 373, 374, 376, 38H, 411, 
415 

Lake, Lord, 175, 177 
Lake, Lieut. Edward, afterwards 
Gen., 307, 308, 376, 387, 399 
Ul Singh, AdAlati, 338, 339, 347, 
349, 351, 375 

Ml Singh, Baja, 228, 271, 295, 304, 
300, 308, 311, 316, 318, 347, 348, 
852, 371, 383, 384, 385, 394; 
accused of treachery, 419-424 
Lane, Dr., 214 
Langidna, 383 
Lat^a, 382 

Lawrence, Sir G., 60, 102 
Lawrence, Sir Henry, 60, 82, 116 
note 2, quoted, 129, 162, 193, 209; 
letter to Broadfoot, 235, 299, 380, 
381, 397 note 5, 410, 419, 423, 
424 

Leooh, Major R., CJB., death, 332, 
369, 375 


MACKENZIE 

Ligny, 217 
Limerick, 289 

Littler, Sir J., 249, 258, 275, 351, 
361, 362, 363, 365, 366, 374, 382 ; 
at Firozshah, 389-398, 399, 412, 
415, 418 

Loch, Mr. J., 20, 43, 100, 112; letter 
fiom Broadfoot, 112-115, 153; 
letter from Broadfoot, 169, 379 
Loch, Miss, 115, 155, 170 
Logar, river and valley in Afghan- 
istan, 66 

Lohani merchants, 9 
London, 2, 81, 109; Gazette, 171, 
212, 334, 336, 341, 342, 353, 378, 
427 

Londonderry, Marquis of, 217 
Lord, Dr. Percival, killed, 9 
Lucknow, 233 

Ludhiana (Loodhiana, Loodeeaiia, 
&c.), 12, 16, 57, 106, 215, 234, 235, 
242, 282, 293, 298, 300 note 7, 
315, 342, 348, 361, 363, 366, 367, 
370, 372, 378, 381, 382, 383, 389, 
411, 415, 425, 426 

Lughman, 68, 70, 93, 97, 98, 109, 
116 7iote 2, 118 
Lughmani, 66 
Lumlcy, Major- Gen., 61, 81 


Macautnev, Lieut., 127 
McCaskill, Gen- Sir J., 133; at 
Mtou Khel, 134-152, 159; at 
Istalif, 1(53-165, 189, 260 ; killed, 
386, 387, 404, 405 

Maegregor, Capt., afterwards _ Sir 
George, political agent, 25 ; joins 
Monteath, 34 ; negotiates, 35, 42, 
43, 49, 50, 51, 54, 65, 58, 50, 
60, 62, 03, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 

72 7ioto w, 73, 74, 74 note g, 75, 
76, 77, 78, 79, BO, 92, 108, 109, 
115, 116 note 2, 117, 125, 142, 
143, 162 

Maegregor, Dr., 414 
Mackenzie, Colin (afterwards Gen. 
and C.B.), 3, 11-12, 33 ; services 
at Khurd Kabul Pass, 34, 85, 38, 
41, 50, 55 ; a prisoner, 55, 58, 59, 

73 note o; sent to JaldUhAd, 96, 
97, 99, 100 ; Broadfoot’ s eulogy, 
102; character admired by Af- 
ghans, 103; he returns to cap- 
tivity, 103 ; services deserve 
reward, 104, 106, 109, 1X5, 118, 
120, 121, 125, 126, 153, 166, 1H8, 
199, 230 ; erects tombstone to 
Broadfoot, 406, 407, 427 
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MACKESON 

Maekeson, Capt., afterwards Lieut.- 
Col. and C.B,, political officer at 
Peshawar, 14, 49, 51, 03, 67, 72, 
78, 108 ; letter from Broadfoot, 
109, 359, 359 nok 9 ; succeeds 
Leech, 375 

McLeod, Lieut. Norman, Engineers, 
7 

McLeod, Capt. W. C., 212 
McLeod, Mrs., 212, 213 
Macnaghten, Sir W., envoy, 6, 10, 
19 ; reports arrival of royal 
families, 20; Grovern or of Bombay, 
22 ; orders regarding Monteath’s 
expedition, 24-29, 28 ; erroneous 
idea of Ghilzi power, 28 ; killed, 
40 ; had summoned Nott and Sale, 
41, 50, 51, 53, 54, 55, 72, 78, 98, 
99, 102, 121, 122, 123, 125, 120, 
1C5, 175, 176, 177 
McNeill, Sir J., 22 

Maddock, Mr. T., afterwards Sir T., 
62, 66, 194, 200, 317 
Madras, 2, 3, 4, 17, 107, 174, 193, 
204, 211, 318, 359, 401; general 
order, 402 ; Broadfoot memorial, 
409, 427 
MagdMa, 378 

Mahdrdjpur, 163, 203, 207, 357 
Mahmud, of Ghazni, 30 
Mahomed Ali, 57 
Maht4b Singh, 317, 347 
Ma]itha, Majeeta, 347 
Malcomson, Dr. John, 3, 5, 15, 18, 
38, 51, 59, 63; letter from Broad- 
foot, 96-100 ; another letter, 101- 
102 ; letter to Miss Broadfoot, 107; 
to Gen. Cullen, 107-108, 109, 125; 
letter from Broadfoot, 165, 166 ; 
death and services, 204 
Malwd, 306 note 7 
Mdlwd, of Punjab, 315, 315 note 2 
Mimxi Khel, destruction of fort at, 
44, 53, 64 note 4 ; Pollock’s de- 
spatches, 131, 132, 133, 134-162, 
153. 193 
Mandot, 303 

Mangla, Mungla, 244, 271, 272, 292, 
346, 347, 370 
Mani Majra, 378 

Maratha, Mahratta, (fee., 128, 173, 
302, 306 note 7 

Harris, Murrees, 251, 283, 288 
Marshman, John C., quoted, 13, 64, 
quoted, 160, 188, 215, 290 
Martaban, 198 
Matthews, Capt., 127 
Maulmain, Maulmein, Moulmein, 4, 
. 64, 66, 171, 187; Broadfoot’s 


MUllNY 

arrival at, 188, 192, 195, 198, 199, 
210, 214, 290, 302, 403, 407 
Mayne, Lieut., 34, 45-46, 40, 78, lOO, 
116, 117 ; at Mamd Khel, 136-152. 
193, 248, 368 
Mazari, 288 
MediterranBan, 242 
Meean Meer, Miyan Meer, 345, 346 
Meerut, 234, 235, 293, 363, 370, 376 ; 
supplies for troops from, 376-377, 
381, 411 

Meerzakee Ghunsee, 274 
Metcalfe, Mr. T., 324 
Metcalfe, Mr, and Mrs., 12 
Midnapur, 275 
Miller, Hugh, quoted, 204 
Mills, Capt. 0., 282, 314, 338, 349,* 
361, 364, 367, 374, 375, B7C, 
399 

Misriwala, 394 
Moffat, Cornet, 9 note 9 
Mohan Lai, 334, 341, 342, 343 
Mohmand, 70 note f 
Mokam Chand, Diwan, 221 
Mouson, Col, 177 

Monteath, Col. T., C.B., 23-24, 26- 
28 ; commands expedition, 30-33, 
34, 39, 40, 44, 53, 02, 64, 05, 69, 
70. 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 90, 91, 112, 
118 

Montgomery, Sir R., 21 7v^e 3 
Moore, Sir John, 98, 210 
‘ Morning Herald,’ 387 
Mountain train, Backhouse’s, 34, 
45, 157, 158 

Mowran, difference with Darb^r 
about village, 232, 239, 240 
Mtidld, Moodkee, 380, 381, 382, 388 ; 
battle of, 384-388, 389, 390, 391, 
393, 395, 412, 413, 414, 415, 416, 
418, 423, 425 

Muhammad Akbar Khiin, kills envoy, 
40, 50, 51, 59, 60, 68, 69, 70, 71, 79, 
82, 89, 91 ; defeated April 7, 92- 
93, 94 ; sends Mackenzie to nego- 
tiate, 96, 97, 98, 103, 106, 126, 127, 
134, 151, 163, 156, 159, 160, 223, 
289 

Muhammad Sh41i Khdn, 115, 118, 
160 

Mdkilr, 155 

Mull, M^adras officer, 39 
Mulrdj, Diw4n, 263 
Miiltdn, 242, 251, 252, 254, 263, 273, 
274, 291, 327, 359 note 8 
Munro, Capt., 400 note 8, 414 
Mutiny, in Sikh troops, 13-14 ; in 
escort of convoy, 14 ; in Punjab, 
14-19, 222, 223; in Company’s 
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MUTINY 

sepoys, 227, 257 ; in Sikh troops, 

Muttra, 11, 12, 350 
Muzafarabad, 241, 201 
Mysore, 128, 359, 300 


Naeha, 232, 282, 374 
Nadir ShMi, 110 nota 2 
Nagar, 379 

Nain Sukh,Eroadfoot’s chief servant, 

. 308 

Nanak, Guru, founder of Sikh sect, 
218 

Ndo Nihal Singh, Kunwar, 221 ; dies, 
, 222, 303 

Napier, Capt., now Lord Napier of 
Magihila, 378 

Napier, Sir C. J., 248; letter to 
Broadfoot, 251, 253 ; letter to 
Broadfoot, 254, 203, 264 ; letter to 
Broadfoot, 273, 283 ; letter to 
Broadfoot, 288, 294,290, 305, 307, 
322, 343 

Napier, Sir W., riuoted, 217, 305 
Napoleon Bonaparte, 150, 410 
Narbadti, Ncrbudda, 204 
Nasiri, Nusseeroe, 199 
Ncave, Mr. and Mrs., 12 
Nepdl, 123, 200, 306 7ioto 7 
Nicolla, tfir Jasper, Commander-in- 
Chief, 01, 83, 84, 189, 191, 194 
Nicolson, Capt. P., 249, 250, 258, 303, 
311, 341, 348, 349, 350, 354, 359, 
300, 301, 302, 304 ; instructions 
from Broadfoot, 305-307, 308, 371, 
372, 374, 375, 370, quoted, 379, 
390, 382, 384; killed, 39D, 421, 
422 

Nimla, 44 
Ningrabdr, 00 

Nizam of HaidarAbAd, 170, 173, 187 
Norris, Sir W., 290 
Norton, Lieut., 31, 33 
Nott, Sir W., 41, 83, 86, 110, 111, 
130, 154; reaches Kabul, 101; 
anger at delay, 162, 165, 109, 170, 
172, 181, 184, 248 
Niiruddin, Ealdr, 346 


OcHTKiiiiONY, Sir D., 305 note 7, 339 

O’Connell, Dan., 187 

Ogle, Major, 9th Eegiment, 65, 133 ; 

at mmi\ Khel, 146-152 
Oldheld, Capt., 34, 45-46, 49, 62, 
65, 66, 70, 71, 74 ?iote p, 77 
Orders from ofllccr who capitulates 
iiro void, 50, 74, 74-76 iwie q 


PIGOU 

Oriental Club, 213 
Oriolla, Count, 329 note 4, 333 
Orkney Islands, 2, 427 
OiT, Lieut, quarteiinaater with 
convoy, 17; on service in Zurmat, 
23, 39, 58, 87, 88, 89 ; praised by 
BroQ,dfoot, 100, 132, 139, 144 
7iote z, 155, 170, 187, 235, 379 
Oudh, King of, 179 
Outram, Capt,, afterwards Sir J., 
commands against Gliilzis, 8, 
100, 283, 294, 322 
Ovaiis, Col., 294 
Oxus, 9 


Paohman, 10 note 1 
Palmerston, Lord, condemns with- 
drawal, 182 
Panala, 283, 294 

Panchayat (punchayet), 16 ; defined, 
16 note 5, 17, 223, 227, 261, 291, 
292, 203, 295, 306, 308, 310, 317, 
321, 345, 347, 348, 354, 309, 420, 
421 

Paniar, Punniar, 203 
Paoli, 410 
Pari Darra, 36 
Paris, 217 

Parsons, Col., 318, 413 
Partab Singh, Kunwar, murdered, 
224 

ParwAn Pass, action at, 9 ; J. Broad- 
foot killed, 9-10, 165 
PatiAla, 232, 282, 374, 376 
Baton, Capt., 39 
Battle, CoL, 12 

Peel, Sir Bobert, defends withdrawal, 
182, 189, 248 ; extract from speech 
in Commons, 405, 408 
Pegu, 304 
Pehoa, 876 

Belly, Capt, now Sir L,, aneodole 
of Broadfoot, 1G8 note 2 
Persia, 22, 181, 281 
Persian, 236, 254, 836 
PeshAwar, Peshawur, 5, 13, 14, 14 
note 4 ; Broadfoot ill at, 18, 47, 
50, 52, 53, 69, GO, 67, 69, 72, 76, 
77, 79, 81, 84, 98, 100, 109, 118, 
120, 162, 165, 167, 102, 221, 223, 
261, 311, 319, 326, 327, 337, 361 
Pesh BolAk, 112 

Peshbra Singh, 220, 227, 228, 229, 
245, 256, 265, 274, 282, 292, 308, 
311, 317, 319, 326 ; death of, 
340, 344, 345, 354 
Phillaur, 371, 372 
Pigou, Lieut., Engineers, 7 
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PINDARI 

Pind^ri, 293 
Piper’s Hill, 48, 49 
Pitt, William, 173, 174 
Plutarch, 410 

Pollock, Sir G., 62, 64 note, 4, 73 
note 0, 79, 80 ; appointed to com- 
mand army of relief, 81 ; his 
services, 82, 83, 86, 90, 91 ; 
arrives at Jalalabad, 93, 97, 98, 
99, 100 ; thanked by Governor- 
General, 101, 105, 108, 109, 110, 
111, 113, 115, 117, 118, 124, 129, 
130, 131, 133 ; at Mamu Khel, 
134-152, 156, 157, 159, 160; 
reaches Kabul, 161, 162, 165, 166, 
169, 170, 172, 178, 181, 184, 189, 
191, 209, 234, 248 
Ponsonby, Capt., wounded, 9 
Pottinger, Eldred, defender of Herat, 
6, 56, 57, 60, 78, 97, 126, 155, 
161, 163 

Prinsep, Mr. H. Thoby, 30, 54, 59, 
104, 105, 106, 109, 118, 119, 120, 
121, 122, 123, quoted, 124 
Prisoners, see also Hostages, 60, 72, 
74, 79, 93, 97 , question of 
ransom, 100, 105, 115, 118, 156, 
169 ; released, 161, 172, 178, 181 
Protected states, see Cis-Sutlej states 
Prussia, King of, 217 
PuUji, Poolagee, 251, 254, 273, 274 
Punjab, 1, 2, 3 ; Broadfoot’s march 
through, 13 ; Sikh officers to 
accompany, 14 ; anarchy in, 16 ; 
Broadfoot’s march through, 13- 
21, 53, 86 ; carriage procurable 
in, 119, 120. 128, 180, 183, 184, 
194 ; sketch of history : L to death 
Banjit Singh, 218-221 ; II. to 
death Sher Singh, 221-224 ; III. 
to outbreak of first Sikh war, 
224-383 ; dialect of, 237 ; assistant 
agents not to correspond with, 
246 ; must be Sikh or British, 
312; population, 333, 355, 407, 
416 


BIjpuka, 381 
Eajpht, 270, 311, 317 
E4jput^na, 306 note 7 
Bdm D4s, Guni, 320 
Bdm Didl, Vakil at Firozpur, 230, 
246, 258, 318, 321, 329, 331, 335, 
341, 348, 350, 351, 360, 365 
Bdm Singh, Bhai, 221 ; overtures 
to Agent, 272, 305, 321, 339, 344, 
371 

Rangoon, 198 


SALE 

Banjit Singh, Bunjeet Singh, 5 ; his 
ability, 18, 218 , consolidates Sikh 
power, 219 ; described, 219, 220, 
221 ; members of his court, 221 , 
death, 221, 222 , his policy aban- 
doned, 225, 232, 238; his respect 
for British frontier, 239, 240, 265, 
268, 269, 279, 280, 297, 315, 319, 
321, 324, 325, 326, 339, 341, 344, 
345, 360, 362, 413 

Banjiir Singh, Majithia, 221, 295, 
296 

Bathronan, 289 
Batmi Wazir, 295 
Bavensburg, Count, see Waldemar 
Bavi, Bavee, 167, 168 
Bichinond, CoL, C.B., 160; Agent 
N.W.F., 194, 196 ; appointed to 
Lucknow, 214, 215, 224, 225 ; or- 
ders to, about Attar Singh’s es- 
cape, 229, 230 ; orders to, about 
Suchet Singh’s treasure, 231, 232, 
233, 234, 239, 240, 241, 247, 278, 
321, 325, 338, 407 

Bipon, Earl of, 206, 210, 291, 322, 
336, 343 ; extract from speech in 
Lords, 404 ; letter to Miss Broad- 
foot, 405-406, 425 

Bobertson, Mr. T. C., Lieut.- 
Governor N.W.P., 20-21, 84 
Bohri, 6 • 

Boleia, 216 
Biipar, 371 

Bussia, intrigues in Persia and 
Kabul, 5, 181, 183, 184 


Sabzalkot., Subziiloote, 254 
Sugar, Saugor, 195, 275 
Sah^ranpur, 363, 426 
Saidii, 15 
Sdighdn, 9 

Saiyid Muhammad KhAu, Chief of 
Paghmdn, 10 note 1 
Sale, Sir B., commands in Kohistan, 
9 ; joins Monteath, 30 ; his de- 
spatches, 31, 33; wounded, 33, 
34 ; sends back part of his force, 
35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 43, 45 ; arrives 
at JalAlAbdd, 46, 47, 48, 49 ; his 
despatches, 52, 58, 59, 60, 61, 63, 
67, 68, 69, 71, 72, 73, 74 note g, 
76, 77, 79, 82 ; his ‘ after orders,’ 
86-87, 89, 91 ; commands action 
April 7, 92-93, 94, 95, 101, 107, 
108, 115, 121, 122, 125, 127, 129, 
130, 134, 135 note a, 149 fiote I, 
150 note m, 156, 158, 171, 178, 
190, 198, 290, 358 ; killed, 386 ; 
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SALE 

his services, 386-387, 402, 404. 
405, 406 

Sale, Laiiy, quoted, 10 mta 1, 50. 
127 

Salwin, Salween, 195, 197 

Samana, 876 

Samangarh, 283 

Samru, Begam, 256 

Sanders, Capt., Engineers, 7, 163 ; 

killed at MalmiAjpur, 203 
Sappers and Miners, Bengal, 157^ 
158, 285, 289 note 8 
Sappers, Shah Shuja’s, afterwards 
Broadfoot’s Sappers, 3, 9, 10-11; 
George Broadfoot appointed to 
command, 12 ; described by Marsh- 
man, 13; mutiny in, 14; tools 
and stores for, 23-29 ; with Mon- 
teath’s expedition, 30 ; engaged at 
Butkh^k, 31-33 ; at Khurd Kabul, 
34 ; at Jagdalak, 36-37, 39 , com- 
position and character of, 40, 45, 
49 ; their services, 58, 60 ; men- 
tioned in * after orders,’ 86-87, 
93, 315, 117, 126-127, 128; sum- 
moned to Mamu Khel, 130, 132 
at MamiTL Khel, 134-152 ; in post of 
honour, 157, 158, 159, 160; at 
Istdlif, 164, 107 ; excitement on 
getting medals, 168, 187, 289, 427 
Sarehdli,«29 
Sarnbi, 150 
Sdt^ra, 294 

S4wan Mall, Diw4n, 221, 242, 263 
Sdwantwki, 283, 291, 294 
Seaton, Capt., afterwards Sir T., 
122 

Sedan, 217 
Soh B4ba, 36, 159 

Sepoys, 226, 227, 247 ; contrast 
of pay with Sikhs, 249; inquiry 
regarding, 257-259, 268,270, 271; 
danger of Sikh example, 274, 293, 
338, 341, 849, 350; reliance on, 
360, 372, 374, 413, 414 
Serampur, Serampore, 64, 215 
Soringapatam, 175 
ShAdi Bagidri, 93 

Shd,h Ahmad, Abddli, 5, 116 note 2 
Slidhdera, 244 

Shdh Shuja, 6, 6 ; seated on Kabul 
throne, 8 ; discontented, 10 ; harem 
of, 13; tries to relieve Bumes, 40, 
47, 50, 57, 67, 68, 69, 73, 76, 
76 note U 83 ; murdered, 97, 108 ; 
his service abolished, 112, 116 
note 2, 121, 123, 124, 126, 168, 
175, 183, 238 
Sh^h Zamdn, 18, 16 


SMITH 

Shakespear, Sir Kichmond, 161 
Sham Singh, chief of Atari, 14, 15, 
221, 244 ; destroys Hira Singh, 
245, 295, 300, 363, 3G8 
Shelton, Brigadier, 17, 50, 79, 82, 
104, 127 

Sher Muhammad, 273 
Shcr Singh, Maharaja, 167, 218, 
220, 222, 224; murdered, 224, 226, 
227, 323, 341 
Shikarpur, 7, 263, 283 
Shmwari, 70, note f 
Sialkot, 317 

Sikh, war, 1, 2 ; army mutinous, 
13-18 ; chiefs with convoy, 14 ; 
co-operation, 82, 85, 86 ; services 
in Kh^ibar, 93, 116 note 2, 120 ; 
army on Sutlej, 167, 184, 215, 
218, 225, 226 ; omens in camp of, 
226; just complaint against 
British, 228 ; impression made 
by death of Bir Singh, 229 ; 
grievances, 229-232; chiefs visit 
Agent, 236, 241, 242; chiefs oppose 
Hira Singh, 243; disorder in army, 
245, 247, 253, 254, 255, 257, 258, 
259 ; move towards Sutlej, 261 ; 
army, 272, 279, 282 ; atrocities, 
282, 284 ; wish to maintain power, 
286, 287 ; excesses of army, 292 ; 
stable government unattainable, 
293 ; army at Jammu, 294-296, 
302, 305, 312, 315, 316 ; warlike 
preparations, 318, 322; pacific 
policy towards, 327, 333, 337, 348, 
350, 351, 355, 358, 363, 365, 366, 
372 ; army advancing, 873, 376 ; 
cross Sutlej, 377, 379, 382 ; at 
Miidki, 384-388 ; at Firozshah, 
389-398, 411, 412, 413, 415, 416, 
417 ; leaders accused of treachery, 

419- 421 ; charge investigated, 

420- 424 ; accusation rejected, 
424 ; army, 426 

Sim, Ooh, Madras Engineers, 43, 
213 ; story about, 214 
Simla, 191, 289 ; Broadfoot at, 307, 
363, 367, 358 

Simmons, Capt., 41st Eegiment, 189 
Simpson, commanding column 
against Bfigtis, 262, 263 
Sind, Scinde, Sindian, 85, 194, 196, 
207, 227, 248, 261, 253, 264, 267, 
258, 269, 273, 285, 287, 297, 343 
Singapore, 196 
Sirhind, 215, 234, 377, 381 
Smith, General, afterwards Sir 
Harry, 20-21, 189, 199, 290; 
at EirozsBhah, 391-398, 412 
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SMITH 

Smith, ‘Yardarm,’ Capt. E.N., 241 ; 

services, 303-304 
Smyth, Major Carmichael, 270 
Sobraon, 298, 300, 414, 424 
Sodhi Diwan Singh, 344 
Sodhis, 320 

Somerset, Lord Fitzroy, 189, 190 
Somerset, Major, killed, 395, 399, 
402, 414 

Somerset, Mrs., 426 

Somnath, idol from, 30 ; gates, 169 ; 

despatch, 183 
Sonepat, Soneput, 12 
Spain, 190 

Stacey, Brigadier, 164 
‘ Standard,’ quoted, 181 
Stewart, Capt A., 353 

Stewart, Mrs-, 353 
Stewart, Col., 124 
Sturt, Lieut., 7, 60 
Subathu, Soobathoo, cfec., 194, 234, 
377, 378 

Suchet Singh, Eaja, 220, 224, 227 ; 
his death, 228 , treasure, 229-231 ; 
widow, 231 ; treasure, 239, 243 ; 
widow, 316, 317, 329, 375 
Sufed Koh, 135 

Sukkur, 6, 254, 284, 285, 286, 291, 
327 

Sultan Jan, 70 
Sultan KhdnwM^, 400 
Sultan Muhammad Klian, 326 
Surkhab, 36 ; river, 135, 157 
Sutherland, Miss, 212, 301 
Sutlej, Sutlege, &c., 167, 169, 194, 
219, 225, 226, 228, 234, 239, 249, 
250, 253, 255, 258, 259; Sikhs 
move towards, 261, 262, 266, 268, 
270, 271, 273, 275, 276; Sikhs 
withdrawn from, 279 ; the limit of 
supremacy, 280, 284, 285, 289, 
291, 292 ; cross^ without leave, 
298-300, 302, 304, 307, 3lS, 314, 
324, 333, 335, 336, 337, 338, 339, 
347, 350, 360, 361, 365, 367, 373, 
375, 376; Sikhs cross, 379-381, 
382, 388, 397, 400, 404, 411, 417, 
425 

Suttee, 224; plundered, 245, 347; 

curse the Sikh sect, 348 
Switzerland, 190 


Taim^b Shah, 116 mU 2 
Tait, Capt., 132 
Talains, 198 
Talfourd, Sir T. N„ 290 
Talli, 372, 379 
Talwandi, 298 


VAN-AGNEW 
Tara Singh, 220 
Tatang, fort, 134, 153 
Tavi, Tawi, 294 
Tavoy, 203, 241 

Taylor, Col., 9th Eegiment, 65, 131, 
133, 134-152, 159, 191 
Taylor, Lieut. Eeynell, 387 
Tej Singh, Sardar, 289, 375, 389, 
396, 397, 412 ; accused of 

treachery, 419-424 
Tenasserim, provinces, 1, 3, 63 note 
3, 65, 66, 170, 171, 186, 195, 196, 
198, 201, 203, 211, 214, 233, 241, 
242, 303, 305, 427 

Tezin (Tezeen) district and forts in 
Afghanistan, 23, 26, 32, 34, 35, 
59, 60, 66, 73, 103, 126, 159; 
action at, 160, 103 
Thain, Major, 24, 127 
Thaneswar, Thunesar, 371 
Thiiiwall, Connop, Bishop, 290 
Thomason, James, 20-21 ; services 
and Lord Dalhousie’s eulogium, 
ih. note 3, 66, 193, 260 ; his praise 
of Broadfoot, 260, 290, 314, 354 
Thomson, Capt. G., chief engineer, 
7 ; his great service at Ghazni, B 
Thomson, Dr. T., 19 ; services, 19 
note 2 
Tibet, 329 

Tillii tank, 294, 296 • 

‘ Times ’ commends withdrawal, 
182 ; blames Auckland’s policy, 
18*2 ; praises Ellenborough, 185 
Tipii Sultan, Tipoo, 128, 173, 174 
Tira, Teera, 66 
Todd, Major D’Arcy, 22 
Tonge, 274 
Tools and stores, 29 
Torabdz Hh6;n, 53 
Trevor, Capt., 41, 54 
Tripartite treaty, 5-6 
Tritton, Capt., 149 note 160 
Troup, Capt., 41, 153, l6l, 102 
TuUoch, Brigadier, 135, 163 
Turkistan, 9, 11, 159 
Tutd, Tootoo, 66 
Tweeddale, Marchioness of, 193 
Tweeddale, Marquis of, 193, 214, 401 


Udham Singh, Miy^n, killed, 222 
Uliis, Ooloos, 37 
Umarkot, Omercoie, 251 
Urdd, 236 


Vans-Agnew, Mr. P. A., 358, 3 
noU 8 
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VENTURA 

Ventura, Gen., 221, 222, 256, 258, 
270 ; letter to Broadfoot, 277-278, 
289, 321, 342 

Vicovich, Russian Agent, 5 
Victoria, Queen, life attempted, 111- 
112, 171, 191; letters from Lord 
Ellenborough to, 194-195, 205, 
336 

Vimiera, 216 
Vincent, Gen., 258 
Vittoria, 217 


Wu.E, Sir C., 6, 320 
Wadu, Capt. H., 52, 02, 09 noU c 
Wadni, 382 
* Wald Jdh, 57 

Waldemar, Prince of Prussia, 329, 
332, 333, 395 
Wales, Prince of, 81 
Wallace, Brigadier, 391, 392, 393, 
399 

Wallace, Sir W., 2 note 1 
Warde, Ool , 213 

Wellesley, Marquis of, 57, 83, 101, 
110, 172, 173 ; on governing India, 
173-179, 209, 210 

Wellington, Dulre of, 68, 83, 98, 111, 
121, 128, 175, 170, 189, 190; 
letters from Lord Ellcnborough, 
195, 2f7, 210, 217, 248, 274 


ZURMAT 

West, Lieut., 413 
Westminster, 2 

Wheeler, Brigadier, 372, 373, 381, 
411 

Whittingham, Sir S., 4 
Wild, Brigadier, 60, 61, 67, 72, 82, 
119, 120, 166 

Wilkinson, Capt., 158, 189 
Williams, Sir E., 81 
Winehilsea, Lord, 217 
Wood, Lieut.-Col., 394, 413 
WoodWn, Capt., 50 
Wyiidliam, Capt., distinguished con- 
duct, killed, 37, 39 


Youno, Lieut. E., now Major-Gen., 
E.E., 223 note 8, 397 note 5 
Yule, Col. H., C.B., E.E., vii. ; 308 
note 8 

Yusufzai, Eusofzye, etc., 13, 14 note 
4, 149 note m, 221 


Zaman Khan, Nawdb, 70 
Zaman Shah, see Shah Zamdn 
Zenana, sec Harem 
Zira, 296, 298 

Zurraat, Zoormnt, province in 
Afghanistan, 23, 24, 20, 27 
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